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Charge  against  Wabsen  Hastings,  Em. 


IV.    PRINCESSES  OF  OUDE: 


ni^'HAT  the  reigning  Nabob  of  Oude,  com- 
•*•  monly  c^led  Asoph  ul  Dowla  (son  and  succes- 
sor to  Sbttja  ul  Dowla),  by  taking  into  or  continuing 
in  his  pay  certain  bodies  of  regular  British  troops^ 
aod  by  having  afterwards  admitted  the  British  Re- 
sident at  his  court  into  the  management  of  all  his 
afiairsy  foreign  and  domestick,  and  particularly  into 
the  admbistration  of  his  finances,  did  gradually 
become,  in  substance  and  effect,  as  well  as  in  ge- 
neral repute  and  estimation,  a  dependent  on,  or 
vBotal  of,  the  East-India  Company ;  and  was,  and 
is^  80  much  under  the  control  of  the  Govemour* 
General  and  Council  of  Bcnigal,  that,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  all  the  Native  Powers,  the  English  name 
vol.. XII.  B  and 


2  ARTICLES   OF   CHARGE 

and  character  is  concerned  in  every  act  of  bis 
Government 

II. 
That  Warren  Hastings^  E^ifire,  contrary  to 
law,  and  to  his  duty,  and  in  disobedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  East-India  Company,  arrogating  ta 
himself  the  nomination  of  the  Resident  at  the 
Court  qf  Oudo,  as  bis  pftrti<;ular  ageqt  apd  repre- 
sentative, and  rejectmg  the  Resident  appointed  by 
the  Company,  and  obtruding  upon  them  a  person- 
of  his  own  cbpice,  did  from  that  ti^rxe  reliefer  him* 
self  in  a  particular  manner  responsible  for  the 
good  government  of  the  provinces  composing  the 
dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude. 

IIL 

*  * 

'  That  the  provinces  aforesaid,  having,  been,  at 
the  time  of  their  first  connexion  with  thei  Com* 
pany,  in  an  improved  and  flourishinjg  condition, 
and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than  three  millions 
of  pounds  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  did  soon  after, 
that  period  begin  sensibly  to  decline;  and  tbe^ 
subsidy  of  the  British  troops  stationed  in  that  pro- 
vince, as  well  as  other  sums  of  money  due  to  tha 
Company  by  treaty,  ran  considerably  in  arrear; 
although  the  prince  of  the  country,  during  the  time 
these  arrears  accrued,  was  otherwise  in  distressi 
and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his  estabUsh^. 
wents. 

IV.  That 


IV. 

Tfeae  thfe '  p«hfcfe '  afbfiSsdid;  or '  l^ftbdb  of  btitfe/ 
did,  id  hudlbte'  aiid"stibmis^iv6  tehm.  siij)plicat^ 
the'sdd  'Wkireii  Hastihga  to'  bd  rdi^ed  fibih  a'^ 
b6dy  iof  tt'd6ps;'w'hddcl  liientitnls  behkviour  he  cotii- ' 
pHiitiiNl 'of;  fulkd''Wbo  Were  statibiied^  in  his' country' 
wiihobt  ady  obli^atibh  by  treaty^  to  nidliitaih'tHem : 
pKadiii^  die^'fitilui^  of  h&Yve^  and  the'prevdl'enee" 
oHiiaikie  in '  his'  c6untt^ ; — a  compirance  with  w^ich' 
T^pfk^  bjth^  saSSi  Warreti  Hdsfihgs,  wa^  refiisifetf 
itfhiAbeeoMtifin^  off^dsive,  atid  iniuhin^ iangiiage.' 

V. 

That   the  said    Nabob, '  labouring  under  the 
afbi^Md^anft'o&er'bartli^iib,  aAd  befn;^  cdn{i6'udAy  , 
ui|^'fol^'>pa^fat,'w«t»'a<fvisied'tc^  extoir^  ai^d  didf" 
eiM}H>  frotA'^htt'-moffiet-  and'  giuTidb6ther,  undef^' 
thf^'p^^tekt'  oT'loeafll^'  {tHiS  soiti&6mei  without  that'" 
apptJuhOidiffy^iAi:^'  gredt  suntts'of  mbn^y;-  a&iduiit^ ' 
ing'in  'th^  VlfoK''trf'  £.  63b;<ioo'  st^HStfg,'  or  faife^es? 
abbu«V  allegib^- in  exdis^  the' tigialiroiis  deib'^^s''^ 
<rff  th«'  !EftSt-lnd!a  Conii^iit^,  for*  whose'  u^^'thg'^ 
safiT  ext6M«d  mbitey  had^b<ie^'d^n)and^/aitil'  to''' 
wHfefr^  eotai»ainMl(^paft:'6f' it  Mthe^'k^pT^^: 

VI.  • 

T»tt'tt«*''b«>  Tiffiffli''  paifehtir  of 'tfiW' KifixA^' 
•hmm^iftie  HahoAi  fSSMmSH  of  tb^gr^Mi"^ 

B  a  nakf 


4  AttTIClEft  OP  CHARGE 

rank,  family,  and  distinction  in  Asia;  and  were 
left  by  the  deceased  Nabob,  the  son  of  the  one, 
"and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in  charge  of  certain 
considerable  part. of  his  treasures  in  money,  and 
other  valuable  moveables,  as  well  as  certain  landed 
estates,  called  Jaghires,  in  order  to  the  support  of 
their  own  dignity,  and  the  honourable  maintenance 
of  his  women,  apd  a  numerous  offspring,  and  their 
dependents;  the  said  family  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  two  thousand  persons,  who  were  by  the 
said  Nabob,  at  his  death,  recommended  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings. 

VII. 

s 

.  That  on  the  demand  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  on 
his  parents  for  the  last  of  the  sums,  which  com- 
pleted the  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds 
aforesaid,  they  the  said  parents  did  positively  refuse 
to  pay  any  part  of  the  same  to  their  son  for  the 
use  of  the  Company,  until  he  should  agree  to  cer- 
tain terms  to  be  stipulated  in  a  regular  treaty ; 
and,  among  other  particulars,  to  secure  them  in 
the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  on  no 
account  or  pretence  to  make  any  further  demands 
or  claims  on  them;  and,  well  knowing  from 
whence  all  his  claims  and  exactions  had  arisen, 
they  demanded  that  thesaid  treaty, or  family«com- 
pact,  should  be .  guarantied  by  the  Goyemour- 

General 
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General  and  Council  of  Bengal  i  and  a  treaty  was 
accordingly  agreed  to,  executed  by  the  Nabob, 
and  guarantied  by  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  Re- 
sident at  Oude,  under  the  authority,  and  with  the 
express  consent,  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and 
tlie  Council-General,  and,  in  consequence  thereoi^ 
the  sum  last  required  was  paid,  and  discharges 
given  to  the  Nabob  for  all  the  money,  which  he 
had  borrowed  from  his  own  mother  and  the 
mother  of  his  father. 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  Nabob's 
Government,  and  his  debt  to  the  Company,  con- 
tinuing to  increase,   notwithstanding  the    violent 
methods  before  mentioned  taken  to  augment  his 
resources,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  2 1  st 
of  May,  and  on  the  31st  July  1781  (he  and  Mr. 
Wheler  being  the  only  remaining  members  of  the 
Council-General,  and  he  having   the  conclusive 
and  casting  voice,  and  thereby  being  in  effect  the 
whole -Council)  did,  in  the  name  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  Board,  resolve  on  a,  journey  •  to 
the  Upper  Provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal  inter- 
view with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  towards  the  settle- 
ment of  his  distressed  affairs;   and  did  give  ta 
himself  a  delegation  of  the  powers  of  the  said 
Council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Company's  or* 
ders,  forbidding  such  delegation. 

.     ^  VIIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  by  his 

B  3  appointmmt 
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fppointmsnt  met  the  Nil?ob  of  Oude  p^v  a^plACe 
called  Chunar,  anjd  possessing  an  entire  and  abso- 
lijte  command  over  the  said  prince,  did,  contrary 
to  justice  and  equity,  pnd  the  security  of  prpperty, 
^s  well  as  to  publick  faith,  and  the  sanction  of  the 
Cojcnpaiiy  3  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of  a  treaty, 
w,hich  treaty  was  conducted  secretly  without  > 
wptten  document  of  any  part  of  the  proce^ng 
(except  the  pretj^ndja^l  treaty  itselO  authorise  thp 
said  Nabob  to  setize  upon,  and  confiscate  to  hip 
oym  profit,  the  landed  estates,  called  Jaghires,  of 
his  j^arjsnts,  kindred,  and  pripqipal  nobi^ty  j  on^y 
.  stipulating  a  pension  to  ;the  net  amount  c^  the  KP/of^ 
of  the  s^d  lands  a,s  aii  equivalec^;,  and  .that  ^eqyir 
Yalent  tp  s\ich  only,  whos^  lands  had  been  ^ua« 
xixxfied  jtp  )thcm  by  t^e  Company :  but  p.roy?^^ 
i^e^^r  19  th^  ^&id  pr^ijid^d  jtreaty,  nor  in  any 
i;u^sequenjt  act,  the  least  ^cui^  for  th|e  payp^$ 
O/tl^e  sajd  peps^on  tp  th^fe,  for  wbopn  jsuch  pen- 
^n  was  ostjepsibily  reserved ;  and,  for  the  others, 
i^qt  go  inpch  a^  5.  shov  9^  Indemnity ; — ^0  the  e?i- 
tx^^^  ficar^daji  of  the  Briti^  Govempieot,  fi^bich, 
y^uing  ifc^ejif  ijppu  a  ^Jtrict  jrpg^jid  tp  property,  4*4 
^xpre3&ly  aptjippze,  jf  if;  ^ii  .not  cprnpi^pd^  ^ 
^papk  ypo^a  t^at  riphj,  iun|>reppdwtp4  ^^  ^P  4*" 
m^9^  poy^rWRts  9f  l^^i^. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Warran  Hastings,  in  order  to 

did 
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did  assert  a  claiin '  6f  right  in  the  i^me  Nabob  ih 
all  the  possessions  of  his  said  mother  and  grand- 
mother, as  belonging  to  him  by  the  Mahomedah 
law ;  and  this  pretended  claim  wa!s  set  up  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the  Nabob  had,  by  a 
regidar  ^eaty,  ratified  and  giiararttied  by  the  said 
Hastings  ks  Governour-Gerieral,  renounced  and 
released  all  demands  oh  them.  And  this  false 
pretence  of  a  legal  demand  wais  taken  up  and 
acted  upon  by  the  said  Warreti  Hastings,  without 
laying  the.  said  question  on  record  before  ftie 
Council-General,  or  giving  notice  to  flie  personk'tb  , 
be  affected  thereby,  to  'support  thyir  ii^is  before 
any  6f  the  principal  magistrates  and  e^pountfers 
of  the  Mkbomedan  iaW,  or  taking  j)ublicldy  the 
dphvorA  of  any  peri^on  cdnrei^nt  '^brelh. 

X. 

That,  in  order  to  give  further  colour  to  the  acts 
of  ill  faith  and  violence  aforesaid,  the  said  Wanlsn 
H&t&igs  did  c&use  io  be  ^^n  at  Luckdow,  and 
other  places,  before  divers  jiersons,  and  patti- 
cdAriy  bef6rfe  Sfr  Elijah  Impey,  khi^t;  hii  iCfa- 
jgfty^s  Chief  justice,  acting  extra-judfclaliy,  and 
liofc  tWthitt  the  liniits  oF  hii  jurisdiction,  several 
pAlftRinate,  carelksS,  irrdevaht,  and  irregiilat  aiii- 
d^vfti,  'consisting  of  matter  not  fii  to  be  deposed 
oli  aith;  flf  ireports;  corijecturei,  irid  hearsays; 
sbiHe  ii  the  ^rsons  swearing  t6  ^e  ^d  heareayd 

B  4  having 
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having  decflined  to  deelare  from  whom  they  heard 
the  accounts  at  second-hand  sworn  to;  the ^ said 
affidavits  in  general  tending  to  support  the  calum- 
nious charge  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  namely-, 
that  the  aged  women  before  mentioned  had  formed, 
or  engaged  in,  a  plan  for  the  deposition  of  their 
son  and  sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirpation  of  the 
English  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  against 
persons,  whose  dependence  was  principally,  if  not 
wholly,  on  the  good  faith  of  this  nation,  and  highly 
ajQfecting  the  honour,  property,  and  even  lives,  of 
women  of  the  highest  condition ;  nor  tlie  affidavits 
intended  to  support  the  same,  extrajudicially  taken 
ex  parte,  and  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  communi- 
cated to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for 
them ;  nor  were  they  called  upon  to  answer,  nor 
any  explanation  demanded  of  them. 

XL 

That  the  article  affecting  private  property  se* 
^ured  by  publick  acts,  in  the  said  pretended  treaty, 
contains  nothing  more  than  a  general  permission, 
g^ven  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  confiscating 
such  Jaghires,  or  landed  estates,  with  the  modifi- 
cations therein  contained,  "  as  ^  [the  Nabob] 
'*  may  find  necessary  ;"•  but  does  not  directiy  point 
at,  or  express  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  posses- 
sions of  the  Nabob's  mother.    But  soon  after  the 

signing 
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signing  of  the  said  pretended,  treaty  (that  \Sy  on  the 
sptb  November  1781)  it  did  appear,  that  a  prin- 
cipal object  thereof  was  to  enable  the  Nabob  to 
seize  upon  the  estates  of  his  female  parents  afore- 
said, wbicl)  had  been  guarantied  to  them  by  the 
East-India  Company.  And  although  in  the  treaty, 
or  pretended  treaty,  aforesaid,  nothing  more  is 
purported  than  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the 
Nabob  to  seize  upon  and  'confiscate  the  estates, 
lea.ving  the  execution  or  non-execution  of  the  same 
wholly  to  his  discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  several 
letters  from  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  the 
Resident  at  the  Court  of  Oude,  of  the  6tb,  7th, 
and  9th  of  December  1781,  that  no  such  discre- 
tion, as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or  in- 
tended to  be  left,  with  him  the  said  Nabob ;  but 
that  the  said  article  ought  practically  to  have  a 

construction  of  a  directly  contrary  tendency ;  that; 

• 

Instead  of  considering  the  article  as  originating 
from  the  Nabob,  and  containing  a  power  provided' 
in  his  favour,  which  he'  did  not  possess  before,  the 
confiscation  of  the  Jaghires  aforesaid  was  to  be 
considered  as  a  measure  from  the  English,  and  to 
be  intended  for  their  benefit,  and  as  such,  that  the 
execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him;  and  the  exe- 
cutioD  thereof  was  accordingly  forced  upon  him. 
And  the  Resident,  Middleton,  on  the  Nabob's  re- 
fusal to  act  in  contradiction  to  his  sworn  engagement, 
guarantied  by  the  East- India  Company,  and  in 
the  undutiful  and  unnatural  manner  required,  did 

totally 
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totally  supersede  his  authority  in  his  own  domi- 
nions, considering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act 
by  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings,  although 
he  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insurrection 
in  consequence  thereof,  and  that  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  remove  his  family,  "  which  he  did  not 
"  wish  to  retain  there,  in  case  of  a  rupture. with 
^*  the  Nabob,  or  the  necessity  of  employing  the 
**  British  forces  in  the  reduction  of  his  Aumils  ^nd 
"  troops ;'  and  he  did  accordingly,  as  sovereign, 
issue  his  own  edicts  and  wafrants,  in  defiance  of 
the  resistance  of  tlie  Nabob,  in  the  manner  by  him 
described  in  the  letters  aforesaid,  in  a  letter  Of  6th 
December  1781,  that  is  to  say,  ^' ^iftdin^ ''ihe 
**'  Nabob  uewering  in  his  deterifibiatian  abdtii  ihe 
^'  reMmption  of  the  Jaghires^  I  this  day,  in  pre- 
"  sence  t)f  and  with  the  minSst^r's  toftcun^ence, 
*^  ordered  the  necessary  Perwannahs  tb  be  ^ritteh 
^  to  the  several  Aumils  for  th6t  purpose ;  atid  it 
"  ivas  my  firth  'resolution  to  have  displatched  ^htetti 
"  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  $efe  them 
**  pmjcttially  and  implicitly  carried  into  texectrtwih ; 
"  but  before  they  Were  all  transcribed  I  received 
*•  a  message  from  the  Nabob,  \f  ho  had  been  iii- 
"  formed  by  the  minister  Of  the  restohitioto  I  hdd 
"  takeft,  entreatmg  that  I  ^ouid  withhdd  tfte  Pfer^ 
"  wantiahs  untfl  tb^toorrow  morhitlg,  wheh  hi 
"  would  altebd  ttit^  and  afford  me  sati^fattidh  bin 
''  this  point    A3  the  left  of  a  fH'  hbUrs  in  the 

•*  dispAtci 


^  dis|vitdii  of  .tlie  iBerwaonaite  appeased  .of  tittle 
**  lKlQ9le^t,  #i9d^3  ^t  is.pQsaiUe  Ihe  Nabob,  «cet?7|r 

inaHfe  it  m  aei  \af  iiis  own,  J  baoe  tumsented  to 
ii^dnfgfi  ^im  in  his  r^qmst;  huty  he  :ihe  inmh 
**  ^  ,wr  .irUfirviessp  xchateoer  it  fnay^  nothing  ihall 
*f  prfnff»t  the  orders  hetngismed.tihnunTvWjtitier 
*'  by  Mm  or  mjfself,  with  Jhe  ctmcurrenct  4if  ike 
*^  numsters.  Yourpleasurerefipecting  the  Begums 
"  I  ba^e  learnt  frdm  Sir  Elijah;  and  the  measure 
'^  heretx>fore  proposed  will  aoon  follow  the^resmnp- 
^  tioQ  of  the  Jaghires.  From  liotfa,  or  indeed 
^*  irooi  tiie  former  alooe,  I  Inme  no  doubt  K>f  4he 
«<  complete  liquidation  of  the  GompfiDy'a  balaaoe.'' 
-^And  also  in  another  letter  of  the  7th  December 
1761, — ^'  I  had  the  honour  to  addpeqs  you  yceter- 
'^  day^  informing  you  of  tlie  steps  I  luud  taiien  in 
'•'  reganl  to  the  res(un>ptian  of  theJaghwa.  Shfs 
*^  moning  tb$  Vmcr  eamg  te  me  according  to  his 
*'^  .^greemonii  hut  ^eemngfy  without  my  isasftUon 
^  ^rdesirt  to  yieU  me  satisjfketim  on  the  subfect 
^f  uvdtr  ^msifm ;  for^  after  a  great  ixidofcsn- 
^  'cersatiorif  oomisting^on  his  part,  rft^^ftgrno' 
*'  AW,  mdpuerUe  excuses f^  withholding  his  assent 
*^  f0  th€  metMtre^  though  at  tie  sawie  time  pr^essing 
^'  the  most  isapUeU  submission  to  your  mAes^  I 
'^  found  mgfse^  tcithaut  any  other  resouree  than 
^  th4  sue  if  mpkying  that  ex^kmoe  authorky, 
^^  mtk  vkitb  J  tousidef<  yuur  inatruotious  to  wst 
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"  wie;  I  therefore  declared  to  the  Nabobs  in  pre- 
"  sence  of  the  minister  and  Mr.  Johmofiy  who  I 
"  desired  might  bear  witness  of  the  conversation; 
"  that  Iconstnced  his  rejection  of  the  measure  pro- 
"  posed  as  a  breach  of  his  solemn  promise  to  you, 
"  and  an  unwillingness  to  yield  that  assistancCy 
"  which  was  evidently  in  his  power,  towards  liqui- 
"  dating  his  heavy  accumulaiifig  debt  to  the  Com- 
"  party ;  and  that  I  must  in  consequence  deter- 
"  uune,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue  imme- 
"  diately  the  Penvannalis,  which  had  only  been 
"  withheld  in  the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would 
"  be  prevailed  upoa  to  make  that  his  aivn  act, 
"  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity 
"  could  force  me  to  make  mine,— ^lle  left  me  with- 
"  out  any  reply ;  but  afterwards  sent  for  his  mi- 
"  nister,  and  authorized  him  to  give  me  hopes, 
"  that  my  requisition  would  be  complied  with ; 
"  on  which  I  expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  de- 
"  clared,  that  I  could  admit  of  no  further  delays ; 
"  and  unless  I  received  his  Excellency's  formal 
"  acquiescence  before  the  evening,  I  should  then 
"  most  assuredly  issue  my  Perwannahs ;  which  / 
*'  have  accordingly  done,  not  having  had  any  assucr 
"  ances  from  his  Excellency,  that  could  justify  a 
"  further,  suspension.  I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible^ 
"  inform  you  of  the  effects  of  the  Perwannahs, 
"  which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will 
"  be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid. 

'  "  lam 
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"  I  am  not  however,  entirely  without  hopes  that 
"  the  Nabob,  when  he  sees  the  inefficacy  of  further 
opposition^  may  alter  his  conduct,  and  prevent 
the  Qot^usian  and  disagreeable  consequences^  which 
zcauld  be  too  likely  to  result  from  the  prosecution 
of  a  measure  of  such  importance  without  his  con- 
currence. His  Excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fy- 
**  zabad,  for  the  purpose  heretofore  mentioned,  in 
three  or  four  days ;  /  zvish  he  may  be  serious  in 
ins  intention,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  /  shall 
spare  no  paifis  to  keep  him .  to  it^ And  fur- 
ther, in  a  letter  of  the  9th  December  1781 — "  I 
had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  7th  in* 
stant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation,  which 
had  passed  between  the  Nabob  and  me,  on  the 
subject  of  resuming  the  Jaghires,  and  the  step  I 
had  taken  in  consequence.  His  Excellency  ap- 
peared  to  be  very  much  hurt  and  incensed  at  the 
measure  ;  and  loudly  complains  of  the  treachery 
of  his  ministers  ;  first y  in  giting  you  any  hopes 
that  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted;  and,  se- 
*'  condlyy  in  their  promising  me  their  xvhpk  support  - 
in  carrying  it  through :  but,  as  I  apprehend, 
rather  than  suffer  it  to  appear  that  the  point  had 
been  carried  in  opposition  to  his  will,  he  at  length 
yielded  a  nomnal  acquiescence,  and  has  this 
day  issued'  his  own  Perwannahs  to  that  effect ; 
declaring,  however,  at  the  same  time,  both  to  n^e 
^  and  his  ministers,  that  it  is  an  act  qf^  compul- 

"  sion. 
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'  simi     I  hope  to  be^  able  in  a  few  days,  in  con^ 
*^  sequence  of  thie  measare/  to  transmit  yon  an 
"  account  of  the  actual  value  and^  produce  of  the' 
^^Jagbiresr  opposed  to  tbe  nomind  amount^^  at' 
*^  which  they  stand  rated  on  th^  b6ok6  of  thef 
"  Sffcaf/' 

XII. 

That  the  said  Wanen  Ikistoigs;  instead*  of  et- 
presfiin^  any  disapprobation'  of  the  ptootediiigs  ' 
aforesaid  in-  Tiolation  of  •  the  ^  rigfate  secured   by ' 
titaty  with  the  mether  and  grsindmdther  of  tlur  • 
reigning  prnice  of  Oud^  and  not'leSB*  in  vioktiob" 
of  the' sovereign  righu  of  thei  NuMy^  himself/ did'' 
by-freqamt  messages  stimulate  the  said  Middleteh  " 
td  a  persevepance  in^  and  td  <  a  <  rjgDraus  eiteoution ' ' 
ofy^  the  same';  and"  in  his  letter  iram')B«barea  of  the  " 
25th Debember  17K1;  dM**^'  express  doubti^of  his' 
''  finmieds  and  vftctitttyy/  and  abw^e  afi, .  of  his«e- ' 
*' cdteMien^f  hia  uAtractk^  aad^  tfaeiriiii|^M- 
^*  anee )'  and  ihtiiti  if  he  coold^  not^y  on  his^oWn ' ' 
^^ '[power]  and'th^  meawhe*  posseted ^fof  peN 
^' ferauRg  Adse  ftervices;  he'W&uU^Jhe'-him^[\h^'' 
<<  said*  Middtelxm^]  frm^  the  cAa^]gr;Bv,  and^woold ' 
*'  <pi0ceed  kinmlftx>  LueknoWy  end*  weiM^Ai^M^ 
*'  nindertake  them;'* 

r 
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le^tecs  wriUea  by  the  said  Middleton  to  the  said 
WAi^en-H^ii^y  when  they  answer  the  purposes, 
T(t|iieh  the  said  Warrea  Hastings  had  evidently  in 
view,  th^  said  Middleton  having  written  to  him  in 
tij^e.  following  manner  from  Luckaow^  30th  De-v 
cumber.  1781  : 

XIV. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  this  day  answered  your  publick  letter 
^^  in  the  form  you  seem  to  expect.     I  hope  there  is 
'^  opU^ing  in    it,  tl^t   may   appear  to  you  too 
PWQ|€4-    If^y^  cii»«^  iim  rmUp'  to  be  other- 
wiv^uvderstw^  tlum  I  have  token  up  and  stated 
ity  Imedm^i^JjsMl^  ready  to  an^orm  tor 
tBokfliffoer  yo^i  .tru^,  pjt^esa^bef  and  to  take  upon. 
*^  ffiyi^.  OKQ^ sl^i^  of'thesbUme.^ iJie^  (hitJ^^Jo) 
n^fhp€ffomwfi^^  the  stipulations  znad^  on^  be^ 
k^  of  thfiiiNak^bp    Thpugli  I  do  assure  you^  I 
''  aijisetf;  repr^Mpl^divtQ.hi^  Exqelk^      aad  the 
^'  mii^t^B^  .c(H|C^?ing.«  it-to  be  yqurdesirey  that^ 
**  the.^fwmtiossimptitmfifithfreimqfihisgooem 
*'  <  mff^  (foTi  in  ;thAl(  UgkU  M  undoubtedly  C0Qaid^4?d  1 
**  iit#titi^  tot  view)  as  sp^ilipd  in  the  agn^m^t^ 
^*  eiSIIQutf^d  by  hi|n» .  w^  ao^  m^wi  to  b^jM^  and. 
"  litp^fliJ^lxfii^Q^f,.  bijit  Ihftit  wa<l  .neces^aiy  yw 
^^  '^mi^  ihtio$,  sometU^  Jtoyshm  on  ryo»r,  ^,  ^ . 
^*  'thf:fPon0affiyi,mpe4l^v0d:^  a  f)en^t  wihout^ 

''  alone^ 


u 
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"  alopie,  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  his  Exciel- 

"  lency's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty   were 

^*  given  up.      If  I  have  underetood  -the  matter 

"  wrong,  or  misconceived  your  design,.!  am  truly 

"  sorry  for  it ;  hmarcer^  it  is  not  too  late  to  connect 

"  the  errour;  and  I.  am  ready  to  undertakCy  andj 

"  God  willing^  to  carry  through^  xchateoer  you 

"  may^  on  receipt  of  my  publick  letter^  tell  me  is 

"  your  final  resolveJ*^ 


That  it  appears,  but  on  his  the  said  Middleton  s 
sole  authority,  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Middleton, 
dated  Lucknow,  2d  December  1781,  that  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  to  evade  the  measure  of 
resuming  the  Jaghires  aforesaid,  did  send  a  mes- 
sage to  him,  purpiorting,  "  that  if  the  measure 
"  proposed  was  intended  to  procure  the  pafyment 
of  the  balance  due  to  the  Company,  he  could 
better,  and  more  expeditiously,  effect  that' object 
by  taking  from  his  mother  the  treasures  of  his 
"  father,  which  he  did  assert  to  be  in  her  bands, 
*'  and  to  which  he  did  claim  a  right;  and  that  it 
*^  would  be  sufficient  that  he.  the  said  Hastings 
*^  would  hint  his  opinion  upon  it^  without  giving  a 
^^  formal  sanction  to  the  measure  froposed ;  and 
^^  that  whatever  his  resolution  upon  the  subject 
^^  should  be,  it  would  be  expedient  to  keep  it 
"  secret  f  adding,  "  the  resumption  of  ike  Jaghires 


\ 


AGAIV^'f  IfAtlttEW  ftA4*/NGS.  if 

**  it  ii  necessary  to  depend  HU I  him  ymr  nntftttr 
"  t0  this  ktter:' 

XVL 

That  it  does  not  appear  that  tbe  said  Hastitf^ 
did  write  any  letter  in  answer  to  the  prop^^al  6f^ 
tbe  said  Middleton,  but  he,  (he  said  Hastings,  did 
commanicate  his  pleasure  thereon  to  Sir  EKjah 
Impey,  being  then  at  Lucknovr,  fot  his  the  said 
Middletorfs  information ;  and  it  does  appear,  that 
the  seizing  of  the  treasures  of  the  ihOther  of  the 
Nabob,  said  to  have  been  proposed  as  an  alf^t^M^ 
tive  by  the  said  Nabob  to  prevent  the  resumption 
of  the  Jaghires,  was  determined  upon  and  ordered 
by  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  the  resumptioil  of 
tb6  said  Jaghires,  for  the^  ransom  of  which  the 
seizing  of  the  treasures  was  proposed,  was  als6' 
directed ;  not  one  only,  but  botti  side*  of  the  aMer- 
native  being  enforced  upon  the  fenisde  parents  of 
the  Nabob  aforesaid,  although  both  the  one  andt 
Ae  other  had  been  secured  to  thenr  by  a  treaty 
with  tbe  East-India  Company. 

♦XVIIL  •StcOrig. 

That  Sir  EBjah  Impey,  km'ght,  His  Majesty's 

C^ef  Justice  at  Fort-Wiffiam,  di^  undertake  a 

journey  of  nine  hundred  miles,  from  Calcutta  to 

Lucknow,  on  pretence  of  health  and  pleasure;  but 

was  in  reriity  in  the  secret  of  these  and  other 

VOL.  XI t.  c  irregular 
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kregular  transactions,  and  employed  as  a  ehannel  of 
confidential  communication  therein.  And  the  si^d 
'  Warren  Hastings,  by  presuming  to  employ  the  said 
Chief  Justice,  a  person  particularly  unfit  for  ao 
agent,  in  the  transaction  of  affairs,  primdfade  at 
least  unjust,  violent,  and  oppressive,  contrary  to 
publick  faith,  and  to  the  sentiments  and  law  of 
nature,  and  which  he  the  said  Hastings  was  sensi- 
ble ^^  could  not  fail  to  draw  obloquy  on  himself  by 
''  his  participation,"  did  disgrace  the  king's  com- 
mission,  and  render  odious  to  the  natives  of  Hin- 
dostan  the  justice  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

XIX. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 
from  the  beginning  duly  informed  of  the  violence 
offered  to  the  personal  inclinations  of  the  Nabob 
in  the  '^  apparent  assumption  of  the  reins  o&  his 
^'  government"  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  yet, 
more  than  two  years  after,  he  did  write  to  his  pri- 
vate agent.  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in  his 
letter  of  the  6th  of  May  1783,  ^^  that  it  has  been 
*^  a  matter  of  equal  surprise  and  concern  to  him,  to 
*'  learn  from  the  letters  of  the  Resident,  that  tiie 
Nabob  Vizier  was  with  difficulty,  and  aknost 
unconquerable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  his 
^'  consent  to  the  attachment  of  the  treasure  depo- 
"  sited  by  his  father  under  the  charge  of  the 
^'  Begum  his  mother,  and  to  tba  resumption  of 

"  her 
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*^  her  Jaghire,  and  the  other  Jaghires  of  the  indi^' 
"  viduals  of  his  family ;"  which  pretence  of  igno- 
rance of  the  Nabob's  inclinations  is  fictitious .  and 
gcoundless.  But  whatever  deception  he  might 
pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the  original  mtention 
of  the  Nabob,  he  was  not,  nor  did  he  pretend 
to  be,  ignorant  of  his,  the  Na:bob*s,  reluctance  to, 
proceed  in  the  said  measures;  but  did  admit  his 
knowledge  of  the  Nabob's  reluctance  to  their  full 
execution,  and  yet  did  justify  the  same  as  follows : 

XX. 

••  1  desir6  that  you  wifl  inform  him  (tfie  Nabob) 
'*  that  in  these  and  the  other  measures,  which  were 
'*  either  proposed  by  him,  or  received  his  concur- 
''  rence  in  the  agreement  passed  between  us  at 
"  Chunar,  I  neither  had  nor  could  h^ve  any  object 
*'  but  his  reliefs  and  the  strengthening  of  his  cwi- 
'*  Ticxion  with  the  Company  ;  and  that  I  should  not 
"  on  any  other  ground  have  exposed  myself  to  the 
^  personal  obloquy^  which  they  could  not  Jail  to 
"  draw  upon  me  by  my  participation  in  them,  but 
*'  left  him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and 
*'  by  his  own  means,  the  economy  of  bis  own 
^^  finances,  and,  with  much  more  cause,  the  assertion 
"  qf  his  domestick  rights  In  these  he  had  no  regular 
**  claim  to  my  interference;  nor  had  I,  in  my 
*^  publick  character,  any  claim  upon  him,  but  for 
'^  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  firom  him  to 
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th^e  Compwyi  although  I  was  under  the  strongest 
oUi  j^tions  to  require  it  for  the  relief  of  the  presr 
^^  ^ng  exigencies  of  their  affaucs.— He  will  well 
reipembex  tbie  maji^ner,  in  which,  at  a  visit  to  him 
xsx  his  Qwa  t^nty  I  declared  my  acquieacenca 
freely,  and  without  hesitation,  to  each  proposition^ 
which  afterwards  formed  the  substance  of  a 
written  agreement,  as  he  severally  made  them ;; 
and  he  caa  want  no  other  evidence  of  my  motivea 
for  sa  cli^erful  a  consent ^  nor  for  the  requests^ 
"  which  I  added  as  the  means  of  fulfilling  his  pur- 
''  poses  in  them.  Had  he  not  made  these  measures 
'^  his  own  option,  I  should  not  have  proposed 
thejBQ ;  but  liccoing  once  adopted  them,  and  made 
tbenitbii  cmditions  of^  a  formal  and  sacred  agrees 
ment^  I  bad  m>  longer  an  option  to  dispense  with 
"  <A^i,  but  xms  bound,  to  the  complete  performance 
and  ^J!^w^itoH.  of  (hem,  as  pohits  ^  publiok  duty, 
and  of  natimaljfaith,  for  whkh  J'was  re^sponsibk 
t(i  v^  king,  and  tlm  Company^  my  vmrnedkie  sur 
peripurs,;  and  this  was  the  reason  f^  my  insistkng 
on  th^r  performame  and.  execution,  xvhen  I  uae 
"  told  that  <Aef  Iji^abob  Idmself  had  rela^ved  from  hu 
'^  original  purpose^  dnd  ^rpressed  a  reluatancei  te 
"  prooecd  in  it.'' 
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xxr. 

Th^  thft  s^  Warrett  Ha^ting^.  does  admin,  that 
the  NaUoh  hod  oxf^oDff.  no,  rej^ular  Qlaim  ufjon 

him 
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him  for  his  interferente,  of  he  Any  claim  oft  th* 
"Nabob,  which  might  entidfe  him  to  ittteifeire  itt 
the  Nabob*s  domeslick  conc^ns ;  ytl,  ia  drdef  tb 
justify  his  SO  invidious  an  intetferetice,  he  did,  kk 
the  letter  aforesaid^  give  a  false  account  x)f  the  said 
treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  nothbg 
more  than  give  a  permissum  to  the  Nabob  to  redum^ 
the  Jaghires,  ifJfJ^  shouid  judge  the  same  to  bt 
necessary  ;  and  did  therefore  leave  the  right  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  whole,  or  atiy  part  thetedf,  a^ 
much  in  his  option  after  tiSe  treaty,  as  it  was  before  \ 
the  declared  intent  of  the  article  beitig  only  to  rt- 
move  the  restraint  of  the  Company's  guarabt^e 
fofbiddkig  such  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing, 
which  could  authori^  putting  that  resilimptitm  hito 
the  hands  and  power  of  the  Company,  to  be  etr- 
forced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  regard  to  the 
other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by  order  of  the  said 
Hastings,  and  by  him,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  stated 
to  be  made  equally  against  the  will  of  the  Nabob, 
namely  that,  which  was  committed  on  the  personal 
and  moveable  property  of  the  female  parents  6f  the 
Nabob,  nothing  whatsoever  in  relation  to  the  teme 
h  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended  (reaty. 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Hastbgs,  in  asserting  that  he  was 
bound  to  the  acts  aforesaid  by  publick  duty,  and 
even  by  nationrfiyth,  in  the  very  instance,  m  which 

c  3  that 
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that  national  faith  was  by  him  grossly  violated ;  and. 
in  justifyiqg  himself,  by  alleging  that  be  was  bound 
to  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility  to  the 
Company^  which  he  immediately  .served;  and  by 
asserting  that  these  violent  and  rapacious  proceed- 
ings, subjecting  all  persons  concerned  in  them  to 
obloquy,  would  be  the  means  of  strengthening  the 
connexion  of  the  Nabob  with  the  Sritish  united 
Company  of  Merchants  trading  to  the  East  Indies; 
.did  disgrace  the  authority,  under  which  he  imme- 
diately acted.'  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  ^ 
justifying  his  obligations  to  the  said  apts  by  a  re- 
sponsibility to  the  kifigj  namely,  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  His 
Majesty,  his  lawful  sovereign  (whose  name  and 
character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to  preserve 
jn  estimation  with  all  persons,  and  particularly  with . 
jthe  sovereign  princes,  the  allies  of  his  Government) 
the  disgrace  and  odium  of  the  aforesaid  "acts,  in 
which  a  sovereign  prince  was  by  him,  the  said 
Hastings,  made  an  instrument  of  perfidy,  wTOn^ 
.and  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  sovereign 
princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  exhibit  to  all  Asia 
(a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmost  devotion  to 
parental  authority)  the  spectacle  of  a  Christian 
govemour,  representing  a  Christian  sovereign,  com- 
pelling a  son  to  become  the  instrument  of  such  vio- 
lence and  extortion  against  his  own  mother. 

T)i»t  the  said  Wairen  Hastings,  by  repeated 

messages 
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messages  and  injunctions,  and  under  menaces  g( 
^*  a  dreadful  responsibility,"  did  urge  the  Resident 
to  a  completion  of  this  barbarous  act ;  and  well 
knowing  that  such  an  act  would  probably  be  re- 
sisted, did  order  him  the  said  Resident  to  use  the 
British  trgops  under  his  direction  for  that  purpose; 
and  did  offer  the  assistance  of  further  forces,  urgbg 
tlie  execution  in  the  following  peremptory  terms : 
^<  you  yourself  must  be  perwndUy  present ;  you  i6tii  Dec. 
**  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance ; 
'^  but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  the 
**  Begums  (princesses)  are  at  the  entke  mercy  of 
-^  the  Nabob/' 

* 

XXIIL 

That  in  conformity  to  the  said  peremptory  ^J^  J*^ 
orders,  a  party  of  British  and  other  troops,  with 
the  Nahob  in  the  ostensible,  and  the  British  Resi- 
dent in  the  real,  command,  were  drawn  towards  the 
city  of  Fyzabad,  in  the  castle  of  which  city  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob  had  their 
residence ;  and  after  expending  two  days  in  nego- 
tiation  (the  particulars  of  which  do  not  appear)  the 
Resident  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked 
for,  the  town  was  first  stormed,  and  afterwards  the 
castle ;  and  little  or  no  resistance  being  made,  and 
BO  blood  being  shed  on  either  side,  the  British 
troops  occupied  all  the   outer  enclosure  of  the 

c  4  palace 
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pftUtce  of  oneof  the  princessea,  and  blocked  up  th» 

XXIV. 

Thai:  this  violent  assault,  and  forcible  occupation 
of  (h^  bouses,  and  the  farther  extrenuties  they 
h^  to  apprehend,  did  not  prevail  on  the  female 
parwtp  pf  the  Nabob  to  consent  to  any  subnus* 
ilion,  until  the  Resident  sent  in  unto  them  pl  letter 
istK  Jan.  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  (no  cc^y  of  which 
appears)  declaring  bigifielf  no  lo^g^  bownd  by  the 
fiiarante?,  and  containing  such  oth^r  natter  as 
tended  to  remove  all  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to 
be  centered  in  British  faith. 

XXV. 

,  That  the  chief  officers  of  their  household,  who 
iiferei^u:  t^^a^iurers  and  confidential  ^gents^^  th^ 
eHnuchs  Jewar  Ali  KhAn  and  Behar  Ali  Kh4n> 
pefsona  Qf  great  eminence^  rank,  and  distinction^ 
v(ha  had  been  in  high  trust  wA  &(Voiir  with  the 
1^  Nabob,  wer^  igomminiously  put  into  coi;^e^ 
ip^qt  under  an  inferiow  ofScei:,  in  ordor  to  extoit 
the,  diacave^rof  the  U^easures  aiod  effects  comnitted 
to  their  care  and  fidelity.  And  the  said  ]|4iddkton 
did  soon  after,  that  is  to  say>  on  the  1 2!kh  of  Ja»u- 
^  ^78'^  deliyer  them  over  for  the  S9mq  pwposa 
intv  the  cusledy  i>f  Cairfain  Neal  Stewt,  cow^' 

22  '  manding 
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naaadiogthe  Sth  rsg^oeiU,  by  his  order  given  in  the 
following  wonls :  '^  to  be  kept  in  close  and  secune 
confinement,  admitting  of  no  intercom^se  with 
tbeiDi  excepting  b^  their  four  menial  servants, 
who  we  authorized  to  attend  them  until  further 
**  orders.  You  wiU  allow  them  to  have  any  neoes* 
^'  sary  and  convenience,  which  may  be  consistrat 
'^  with  a  strict  guwd  over  them/' 


cc 


XXVI. 

That  iPk  consequmce  of  these  severities  upott 
hersd^  aivi  on  those,  whoitt  she  most  re^rded 
wid  trusted^  the  mother  of  tbe  said  Nabob  did  at 
length  consult  to  the  delivering  Up  of  her  tieasurea^ 
and  tbe  same  wore  paid  to  the  Reaideqt,  to  the 
amount  of  tbe  Bond  given  by  tbe  Nabob  to  tbe 
Compainy  for  bis  badanee  of  tbe  year  1 77'9-So,  and 
the  said  treasure  ^^  was  taken  froin  the  most  secret 
*^  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eunuchs." 

• 

XXVII. 

That  the  Nabob  continuing  stitt  undef  the  pres- 
awe  qS  a  further  pretended  debt  to  the  Company*, 
for  his  balance  ^  the  year  ij&e-S),  the  lUsident, 
not  satisfied  wilh  tbe  seizure  of  the  estates  and 
treasures  of  his  parents  aforesaid,  althwgh  he  tbe 
smd  Resident  did  confess  that  the  princess  mother 
"  had  declared,  with  apparent  truth,  that  she  had 
"  delivered  up  the  whole  of  the  property  in  her 

"  hands^ 


76  ARTICLES   OF   CHAROC 

^  handsy  excepting  goods,  -  which  from  the  expe* 
^'  rience,  which  he  the  Resident  had,  of  the  small 
produce  of  the  sales  of  a  former  payment  made 
by  her  in  that  mode,  he  did  reftise,  and  that  in 
''his  opinion  it  certainly  would  have  amounted  to 
''  littk  or  nothing ;"  did  proceed  to  extort  another 
great  sum  of  money,  that  is  to  say,  tiie  sum  of 
j£'  120,000  sterling,  on  account  of  the  last  pre- 
tended balance  aforesaid.  In  order  therefore  to 
C(mipel  the  said  ministers  and  treasurers  either  to 
distress  their  principals  by  extorting  whatever  valu- 
able substance  might,  by  any  possibility,  remain 
concealed,  or  to  furnish  the  said  sum  from  their 
own  estates,  or  from  their  credit  with  their  friends, 
he,  the  Resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment  to 
be  a^avated  with  circumstances  of  great  cruelty^ 
giving  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Rutledge, 
dated  20th  January  1 782,  in  the  following  words : 

* 

XXVIIL 
"  Sir, 

^  When  this  note  is  delivered  to  you  by  Hooias 
!Roy,  I  have  to  desire  that  you  order  the  two 
prisoners  to  be  put  in  iranSy  keeping  them  Jhm 
all  foody  Sgc.  agreeable  to  my  instructions  of 
yesterday. 

(Signed)        «  Nath.  Middletmr 


H 
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XXIX. 

That  by  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  proceeding 
the  scdd  eunuchs  were  compelled  to  give  their  en- 
gagement for  the  payment  of  jO- 1 20,000  sterling 
aforesaid,  to  be  completed  within  the  period  of 
one  month;  but  after  they  had  entered  into  the 
said  compulsory  engagement,  they  were  still  kept 
in  close  imprisonment,  and  the  mother  and  grand- 
mother of  the  Nabob  were  themselves  held  under 
a.  strict  guard ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  the 
confiscated  estates  were  actually  in  the  Company's 
possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the  amount  of 
what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  general  list  of  con- 
fiscated  estates :  and  although  the  assistant  Resi-  letter  fnm 

Mr   Milt- 

dent  Johnson  did  confess  '^  that  the  object  of  dis-  dieLm,  «d 

Feb    17SS 

tressing  the  Bhow  Begum  was  merely  to  obtain  a 
ready-ffumeyy  instead  of  a  dilatory,  payment,  and 
tliat  this  ready-money  payment,  if  not  paid,  was 
*',  recoverable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  upon 
'f  the  Jaghires  in  his  possession ;  and  that  there* 
'^  fore  it  was  not  worth  proceeding  to  any  extre- 
'^  mities  beyond  the  one  described  (namely,  the 
'^  confinement  of  the  princesses,  and  the  impriion-  Lodui«ir, 

1    ^  ^^     •  /•  .1-   •         •   •  \  i2d  July 

^^  ment  and  fettenng  of  their  mmisters)  upon  so  irst. 
^  respectable  a  family.^ 

XXX. 

That  after  the  surrender  of  the  treasure,  and  the 

passing 
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passing  the  bonds  and  obligations  given  as  afore- 
said, the  Resident  having  been  strictly  ordered  by 
the  said  Warren  Hsistings  not  to  makfe  any  settle- 
ment whatsoever  with  the  said  women  of  high  rank, 
the  Nabob  was  induced  to  leave  the  city  of  f  yia^ 
bad  without  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  or  showing 
her  any  ntark  of  duty  or  civili^.  And  on  the  same 
day  the  Resident  left  the  city  aforesaid ;  and  after 
his  return  to  Lucknow,  in  order  to  pacify  the  said 
Hastings^  who  appeared  to  resent  that  the  Nabob 
was  not  urged  to  greater  degrees  of  rigour  thaq 
tbo^  hitherto  used  towards  his  mother,  he  the  said 
Resident  did,  in  h»  letter  of  the  6th  February,  ^ve 
him  an  assurance  in  the  following  words :— '^  I  ^all, 
as  you  direct,  ose  my  influence  to  dissuade  his 
Excellency  from  concluding  onjf  settlement  until 
^*  I  have  your  further  commands." 

XXXL 

.That  the  payment  of  the  bond  last  extorted 
inm  the  eunuchs  was  soon  after  commenced,  und 
due  graDdmotiier,  as  weU'as  the  mother,  were  now 
compelled  to  ddivar  wb«t  tkey  declared  was  tke 
extent  of  the  .tvkok  of  both  Idbeir  posseseoons,  in- 
duding  dowB  to  their  taUe  utemiU;  wtaich,  as  the 
Resident  admitted,  ^^  they  had  been,  and  were 
"  still  delivering,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been 
"  obtained  of  their  having  more." 

XXXIL  That 


it 
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xxxn. 

That  buUioQy  jeweb,  anc)  goods,  to  the  acvio^ai 
o£  five  hundred  thousand  pouods  and  upwards, 
were  actually  received  by  the  Resident  for  the  us^ 
of  the  Cooipany,  before  the  23d  of  February  1783^ 
and  there  remaioed .  on  the  said  extorted  bond  no 
more  than  about  <£.25|OOo  according  to  the  state*^ 
meat  of  the  eunuchs,  and  not  above  fi%  tbou$and 
according  to  that  made  by  the  fiiesjbdent. 

XXXUI. 

That  in  tlus  advanced  alalia  q£  tba  deUvecy  of 
the  extprted  treasure,  the  mioisters  of  the  women 
a^resaidof  the  rejgnii^famiJy  did  f^pply  to  Captain 
Leonard  Jaques,  under  whose  custody  they,  were 
confined,  to  be  informed  of  the  deficiency,  with 
which  they  stood  charged,  that  they  might  en- 
deavoMT,  with  the  asaistai»ce  of  their  friends^  to 
pravide  for  the  sanse^  and  peayiog  that  tbey  migJit 
tbro^gh  las  mediation^  be  freed  firom  the'  hard- 
ships they  suffered  under  their  confinement;  to 
which  application  they  received  ap  inaol^  answer 
fron  the  said  Richard  JohnsaD,  dated  Febniaiy 
2l\h  17&2,  deolanng,  that  part  of  what  he  hsMd  i«r 
ccived  in  paynoent  was  in  jewels,  and  bullion ;  and 
that  more  than  a  months  the  dme  fixed  for  tte 
final  payment,,  would  el^sa  befoire  he  could  dis^ 
pose  of  tlie  samoii  iasiating  ujpon  a  readynaiQBey 

payment, 
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payment,  and  assuring  them,  "  that  the  day,  on 
**  which  their  agreement  expired,  he  should  be 
"  indispensably  obliged  to  recommence  severities 
"  upon  them,  mitil  the  last  farthing  was  fiilly  paid.* 
And  in  order  to  add  to  their  terrours  and  hard- 
ships, as  well  as  to  find  some  pretext  for  the  further 
cruel  and  inhuman  acts  intended,  an  apparently 
groundless  and  injurious  charge  was  suggested  to 
the  imprisoned  ministers  aforesaid,  in  the  following 
words  : — *^  You  may  also  mention  to  them,  that 
^  I  have  reason  to  suspect  that  the  commotions 
<<  raised  by  Bulbuddier  have  not  been  without  their 
"  ^ggcstions  and  abetment^  which,  if  proved  upon 
''  them,  in  addition  to  the  probable  Inreach  of  their 
'^  agreement,  will  make  their  situation  very  des*^ 
"  perater 


XXXIV. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter,  that  is,  oh 
the  2d  March,,  the  ministers  aforesaid  did  aver, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  obtain  cash  iii  lieu  of 
the  jewels  and  other  effects ;  but  that  if  the  goods 
were  sold,  and  they  released  from  their  confine- 
ment, and  permitted  (as  they  have  before  requested) 
to  go  abroad  among  their  friends,  they  could  soon 
make  good  the  deficiency ;  and  they  did  absolutely 
deny  ^'  that  they  had  any  hand  in  the  commotions 
^^  raised  by  Bulbudder,  or  any  kind  of  correspond- 
'^  dence  with  him  or  his  adherents." 

XXXV.  That 
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XXXV. 

That  the  prisoners  aforesaid  did  shqrtly  after, 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  13th  March,  a  third  time 
renew  their  application  to  Nathaniel  Middleton, 
fisquire,  the  Resident,  and  did  request  that  the 
jewels  remaining  in  his  the  said  Resident  s  hands, 
towards  the  payment  of  the  balance  remaining, 
'^  might  be  valued  by  four  or  five  eminent,  mer- 
"  chants, *Mussuhnen  and  HindCks,  upon  oath;" 
and  that  if  any  balance  should  afterwards  appear, 
they  would  upon  their  release  get  their  friends  to 
advance  the  same :  and  they  did  again  represent 
the  bardabip  of  their  imprisonment  and  pmy  for 
relief;  and  did  again  assert  that  the  imputations 
thrown  upon  them  by  the.  said^  Richard  JohnscMt 
were  false  and  groundless;  '^  that  they  had  no 
^'  kind  of  intercourse,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
^^  With  the  authors  of  the  commotions  alluded  to, 
^  and  that  they  did  stake  their  lives  ^up<MQ  the 
^'  smallest  proof  thereof  being  brought." 

XXXVI. 

That,  instead  of  their  receiving  any  answer  to 
any  of  the  aforescdd  reasonable  propositions,  con- 
cerning either  the  account  stated,  or  the  crimes 
imputed  to  them,  or  any  relief  firom  the  hardships 
they  suffered,  he,  the  Resident  Middleton,  did,  on 
the  1 8th  of  the  said  month,  give  to  the  officer,  who 

had 


# 
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had  supplicated  in  favour  of  the  said  prisoners,  an 
order,  in  which  he  declared  iiimself  "  under  the 
''  disagreeable  necessity  of  necurring  to  s^veiitieSj  to 
^  enforce  the  said  payment ;  and  that  tiiis  is  there-^ 
'^  fore  to  desire  that  yoa  immediately  cause  them 
^  to  he  put  m  iron$j  and  keep  them  so  until  I 
'*  shall  arrive  at  Fyzabad  to  take  further  measured 
"  as  may  be  necessary."  Which  order  being  re- 
ceived at  Fyzabad  the  day  after  it  was  given,  the 
said  eunuchs  ivere  a  second  time  thrown  into  irons. 
And  H  appears  that  (probaUy  in  resentment  for 
the  humane  representations  of  the  said  Captain 
Jaques)  the  Resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the 
fetters,  and  other  contingent  charges  of  the  im^ 
prisonment  of  the  said  mfnisters  of  the  Nabob^s 
mother,  when  at  the  same  time  very  liberal  con-* 
^ngent  aQowanees  were  made  to  other  officers ; 
aud  the  ssM  .  Jaques  did  strongly  remonsMite 
against  tht  same  as  feltews :— '*  You  have  dso 
*•*  ordiered  me  to  pot  the  prisoners  m  irons— f  his  I 
"  have  done :  yet  as  I  have  no  business  to  pur- 
"  chase  fetters,  or  supply  them  any  other  way,  it 
'^  is  but  reasonable  that  you  should  order  roe  to 
^*be  reimbtirsed.  And  why  should  I  add  any 
^^  thing  more  ?  A  late  eMMiander  at  this  place,  I 
^  am  tokf^  draw»  near  as  man^  Aiousande  nkmtiify 
^ '  contingencies,  as  my  triting  fettisr  for  hundreds. 
^  Howevei^  if  you  ca^inot  get  my  bill  paid>  be  so 
'^  obliging  at  to  return  il;  and  give  me  an  0]pfKk^ 

"  tunity 
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^^  tudit^^^of  deplinriiig  to  tibe  world,  thit  I  beiteve  I 
^  am  the  first  officer  la  the  Company's  service, 
^  who  has  suffisned  ih  bis  property  by  auiade- 
^*  peodant  Goofiiiiaod.''  * 

That,  in  about  two  months  alt^  the  Said  piu 
soners  had  continued  in  irons  in  thfe  manner  afore- 
said,  the  officer  on  guard,  in  a  letter  of  the  1 8th 
May,  did  nepiiesent  to  tl^  Be&ideot  as,  feUows! — 
^  The  prisoners^  Bi^her  aoA  Jiswar  Ally  Khftu,  who 
^'  seem  to  be  very  siddy,  have  requested  their 
^^  irons  mi^  be  taken  off  for  a  Hew  days,  that 
^-  tbey  might  take  mecfidne,  and  walk  a^hobt  tfar 
^'  gBoden  oi  the  place  where  they  are  confined. 
^^'  Now,  as  I  am  Sjure  ik^^wUi  beequaUy  (u  sem^$ 
f^  mthfiHt  iheir  iroms,  oi  mfjb  them,  I  t^k  it  my 
"  duty  to  infonn  you  of' this  request:  I  desire  to 
*'  knew  your  pleasure  concenung  it."  To  which 
better  the  said  officer  did  receive  a  direct  refusal, 
dated  22d  May  1782,  in  the  following  words  : — 
**  I  am  torry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply 
^  with  your  proposal  of  easing  the  i^dsoners  for  a 
^'  few  days  of  their  fettere.  Much  aa  my  humanity 
^^  may  be  touched  by  their  sufferings,  I  should 
^  ^nk  k  inexpedient  to  affi>rd  them  any  alle- 
*^  vitttkxi  ^i^le  «he|r  persist  in  a  breach  of  their 
^  eoBtmct  \i4th  me ;  and  indeed  no  indtilgence 
^<  can4ie  sbowa  ttiem  without  the  autbority  of  the 

^ojr.  XII.  D  "  Nabob, 
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^  Nabob,  who,  instead  of  coQs«iting  to  modamto 
**  the  rigours  of  their  situadon,  would  be  most  will^ 
''  ingto  multiply  them."  Endeavouring  to  join  the 
Nabob,  whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  m  the 
\rhole  proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties,  by 
^hicb,  through  the  medium  of  her  servants,  it  was 
intended  to  coerce  his  mother. 

XXXVIIL 

That  the  said  Resident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that 
IS  to  say,  on  the  ist  June  1782,  in  a  letter  to 
Major  Gilpin,  in  command  at  Fyzabad,  did  order 

• 

the  account,  as  by  himself  stated,  to  be  read  to  the 
prisoners ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice  of  thetf 
proposal  concerning  the  valuation  of  the  effects,  or 
their  denial  of  the  of&Qces  imputed  to  them,  to 
demand  a  positive  answer  relative  to  tbe  payment ; 
and,  '*  upon  receiving  from  them  a  negative  or 
^'  unsatisfisMrtory  reply,  to  inform  them  that,  alt 
^  further  negotiation  being  at  an  end,  they  must 
*^  prepare  for  their  removal  to  Lucknow,  where 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  answer  not  only 
their  recent  breach  of  faith  and  solemn  engage*' 
ment,  but  also  to  atone  for  other  heavy  offences ; 
*^  the  punishment  of  which,  as  had  frequentiy  been 
^^  signified  to  them,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have 
mitigated  by  a  proper  acquittal  of  themselves 
in  this  transaction/'  By  which  insinuations 
concerning  tiie  pretended   offences  of  the    said 

unhappy 


€i 
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flabi^py  persons,  and  the  jnanoer,  by  which  they 
were  to  atone  for  the  same,  and  by  their  never 
having  been  specifically  and  directly  made,  it  doth 
q[>pear,  that  the  said  crimes  and  offences  were 
charged  for  the  purpose  of  extortbg  money,  and 
not  upon  principles,  or  for  the  ends,  of  justice^ 

That  after  some  ineffectual  negotiations  to  mtkef 

the  prisoners  pay  the  .money,  which  it  does  not 

appear  to  have  been  in  their  power  to.  pay,  tiiey 

were  again  threatened  by  the  Beudent,  in  a  letter 

to  Major  Gilpin,  dated  9th  June  1782,  in  the 

ibULowing  terms: — "  I  wish  you  to  explain  once 

more  to  the  prisoners  the  imprudence  and  folly 

of  their  conduct  m  forcmg  me  to  a  measure 

**  which  must  be  attended  with  consequences  so 

^  very  serious  to  them ;  and  that^  when  once  they 

<<  are  removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my 

"  .power  to  show  them  mercy,  or  to  stand  between 

'*  them  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Nabob.    Advise 

'*  them  to  reflect  seriou^  upon  the  unhappy  sita« 

**  ation^  in  which  they  wiU  be  involved  in  one  case, 

^  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  procure 

'*  them  in  the  other;  and  let  them  make  their 

••  opti<»<'' 

XL. 

That  he,  the  said  Resident,  did  also^  at  th;e 

Da'  sama 
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swrie  time,  itceive  a  letter  from  the  |[Widc^d$ 
motber^  which  letter  does  not  appear,  but  to  whkh 
otily  the.  IbUowifag  ioBoleiit  return  was  made;  that 
16  to.  sajr,  ^'  the  letter  from  the  Show  Begum  is  no 
^*  ways  satbfiEiciory,  aad  I  cannot  thinlc  of  t^-* 
^'  tumibg  an  answer  to  it  Indeed  all  o^espoth* 
'^  dence  between  the  Begum  and  me  has  long 
'^  been  stopped;  and  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
'^  to  iitf[M*m  her,  that  I  by  no  means  wish  to  re- 
^f  fiume  it,  or  to  maintain  any  friendly  intercourse 
^^  with  her,  until  she  has  made  good  my  claiM 
'^  Opbn  her  for  the  balance  due." 


XLI. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  direats,  and  -  to 
prevent  >  a  separation  of  die  ministers  from  their 
mistiMses,  several  plans  for  tiie  payment  of  the 
balance  were  ofibred  both  by  the  mother  of  the 
Nabob,  anfd  the  prisoners,  to  which  no  other  ^b- 
jectidn  appesu^s  to  have  been  made,  dMui  the  length 
i)£  tiihe  required  by  the  pfeirties  tb  dischai*ge  the 
cdmparatively  sbi^lll  remainder  of  Ibe  ^xlXMrted 
M«yorGH-  Y^^^.   ^1,^  ^^^j.  ^jn^ command  declaring  thai, 

j?neim.  ^^on^'raa^^We  to  his  inatfuctions,  he  coidd  not  re- 
ceive the  6atme. 

XLII. 

That  the  prisoners  w6re  actually  removed  from 
the  city  of  theii'  remdence  to  ^e  cil^  of  Lutknow, 
where  they  arrived  on  tiie  24th  of  June  1782,  and 

were 
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were,  on  tiie  next  day,  thceateued  wilb  A^eriti^f ^ 
'^^  to  make  tiieni  disowei*  \vfaere  the  balance  might 
^'  be  procurable.**  And  on  the  2St^,  k  abould 
seem,  that  the  severities,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
.said,  were  inflicted,  ai  least  upon  one  of  them ; 
Ibr  the  assstant  Resident,  Johnson,  did,  on  tiiat 
'day,  write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  comr 
manding  the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full  of 
disgrace  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of 
tbe  British  nation. 

XLIII. 
"  Sir, 

"  The  Nabob  having  defennjned  to  ^^/e^  £^- 

*'  parai  punishment  upon  ike  prmmrs  under  your 

guard,  this  is  to  desire,  tb^t  his  oj^cars,  when 

they  shall  come,  may  have  free  access  to  tt^ 

prisoners,  and  be  p&rtn^Ued  to  dQ  wUfi  tkisn^  as 

thof  shall  sec  proper,  only  takiqg  care  that  tbey 

leave  them  always  under  your  char^/' 


That  4he  said  Bjcbasd  Johnspfi  4id,  fiirtber  to  v r.  johit. 

terrify  the /pnsQaer^,  and  to  extort  by  all  wi^s  the  ter.  9th 
fTj^iltaio^crr  of  the  91^  uiyw^  oppressive,  an4  4rapa-     ^' 
«d!Qtus  danutnd^  ^tb^ctpton  .to  reipcwe  fheqi  put  of  the       ' 

NabobV  domiqionp  into  tbe  <:wtle  of  Ch^roa^r, 

in- order  for^^i^r  to  aepacate  them  from  their  prin- 
^cipals,  and  .c^prive  bojth  of  :their  .reciprocal  prp- 

tertian  and  services^  and  did  order  a  further  guard 

D  3  to 
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» 

Mr.  Joirn.  to  be  put  On  the  palace  of  the  grandmother  of  the 

ter,  4th      Nabob,  an  ally  of  the  Company,  and  to  prevent 

^      *  the  entrance  of  the  provisions  to  her,  (which  order 

relative  to  the  guard  only  was  executed)  and  did 

^  use  sundry  unworthy  and  insulting  menaces  both 

^tti  regard  to  herself  and  to  her  principal  mi- 

lusters. 

» 

XLV. 

Wv»^»i-      That  a  proposal  was  soon  after  made  by  the 
T\  ^%u  ^^  princess  and  her  daughter-in-law,  praying  that 
Mr.  John,  their  ministers  aforesaid  should  be  returned  to 
ter,  fsd  '   Fyzabad,  and  offering  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  on 
^^       *  that  condition ;  as  also  that  they  would   remove 
from  one  of  their  palaces,  whilst  the  English  were 
to  be  permitted   to  search  tlie  other.     But  the 
assistant  Resident  Johnson  did,  instead  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  former  of  these  propositions,  send 
the  following  orders,  dated  23d  July  1 782,  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the  ministers 
aforesaid:  ^^  some  violent  demands  having  been 
**  made  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  neces- 
^  sary  that  every  possible  precaution  be  taken  for 
^  their  security ;  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to 
'*  be  very  strict  in  guarding  them ;  and  I  herewith 
^*  send  another  pair  of  fetters  to  be  added  to  those 
'*  noro  upon  the  prisoners.*"    And  in  answer  to  the 
fiecond  proposition,  the  said  Resident  did  reply  in 
the  following;  teniis;  *^  the  proposal  of  evacuating 

^  one 


u 
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^  one  palace,  that  it  may  be  searched,  and  then 
^  evacuating  the  next,  upon  the  same  principle,  is 
"^  apparently  fair ;  but  it  is  well  known,  in  the  first 
*'  place,  that  such  bricked-up,  or  otherwise  hidden, 
^*  treasure  is  not  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  without 
''  a  guide.  I  have  therefore  informed  the  Nabob 
'^  of  this  proposal,  and  if  the  matter  is  to  be  re- 
'^  duced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with  such 
^  people  as  he  may  possess  for  information,  to- 
gether with  the  prisoners ;.  and  when  in  posses- 
sion of  the  ground,  hy  punishing  theprmmers^  or 
by  such  other  means  as  he  may  find  most  effec^ 
tual  to  forward  a  successful  search  upon  the 
spot,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  proposal  made 
^  by  the  fihow  fiegum/' 

XLVI. 

That,  probably  from  the  Nabob's  known  and 
avowed  reluctance  to  lend  himself  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  the  oppressive  and  iniquitous  proceeding|s  of 
the  represratative  of  the  British  Government,  the 
scandalous  plan  aforesaid  was  not  carried  into  exe- 
cution: and  all  the  rigours  practised  upon  the  chief 
ministers  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  Lucknow  being 
found  ineffectual,  and  Che  princess  mother  having 
declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  every  thing 
valuable  in  her  possession,  which  Baher  Ally  KhAn, 
one  of  fair  cooifidential  ministers  aforesaid,  only 
«QQld  cone  0t,  the  said  change  of  prison  was 

p  4  agreed 
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Major  Gil-  agreed  to;'-4kit  not  lintil  the  Nabobis  mother 

piu'f  Let- 

ten,  16th  aforesftid  had  engaged  to*  pay  f<Mr  the  ^d  change 
iZ^i,  of  prison  a  sum  of  ten  tfaouKaad  pounefa,  (one  half 
of  Yvhich  was  paid,  on  the  return  of  the  *  etmobfas) 
and  that  ^'  she  would  ransack  the  jZen/iiz^  (wcymeti'sr 
''  apartments)  for  kincobs^  musiiiBSy  clothes^  tec: 
^-  &c.  &c.  and  that  she  tvoiuld  evto  attow  a  dednc- 
^  tion  from  the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  iat 
^^  her  subsistence  in  lieu  of  her  Ja^m*e." 

XLVIL 
Major  Gil-      That  soou   after  the  return  of  the  aforestdd 

pin  s  Lct- 

2^'  ^*^5«  ^ninisters  to  the  place  of  their  imprisonment  at  Fy- 
zabad,  bonds  for  the  five  thousand  pounds  wore- 
said,  and  goods,  estimated,  according  to  tbe  valu- 
ation  of  a  merchant  appointed  to  value  the  Same, 
at  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds,  even  allowing 
Ihem  to  sdll  greatly  under  thfeir  vaide,  wesre  de- 
Uvared  to  tUe  commanditlg  t^Kftcter  at  f  yiabad ;  and 
'the  said  tXNmrntndiog  officer  did  ipromiM  to  tb^ 
B^um  to  visit  LudErrow  witii  mich  ^nropasals  as  h^ 
hoped  would  sectnre  the  smtM  batakce  tf(  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  reraaimng  of  the  uajiist  exTCtfon 
jsfiyrdsaid.  But  th^  said  Residerit  Middletofi  4id, 
in  bis  letter  of  the  1 7th  Of  Ite  siid  ittMlh,,  pom- 
iivefy  refase  to  listm  to  lemy  terms  befell  the  finM 
id&clmrge  of  ihh  whole  of  the  xiemafldi;  and  did 
^positii^ety  ibfbid  this  comitiBlidihg  officer  tb  coom. 
to  dL^acbnow'to  mote  the  pvopt^ld  Wprwiiil,  iiittae 

terms 
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temis  SoUowii^ :  ^^  as  it  is  not  possible  to  U^jlen 
to^  any  tenns  from  the  B^^ms  befipr^  the  linal 
dificbarge  of  tbeir  coixiitioBal  ngreeqaent  for 
fiftyrfiv^  iackfi,  yoipr  coming  We  ^]^p<m  SMch:  an 
i^ocy  can  only  be  loss  ^  time  in  ^oa^eUog  tlie 
recovery  of  the  balmice  of  6^55|Op0i  £pr  whidi 
your  regiment  was  smt  to  FyaabfKl^     I  9(pH 

'^  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  no  ^erh^  gbntfc 
or  harsh,  unattempted  to  complex  tbia,  -before 
you  move  from  Fyzabad ;  and  I  afti  very  anoioiis 
that  this  i^iould  be  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  want 
to  empknf  your  regment  upon  other  emerg^M 
seroicty  now  offering  hy  e&ety  May.'' 


u 
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That  the  goods  aforesaid  were  sent  to  Lucknow, 
and  disposed  of  in  a  manner  unknown ;  and  the 
luKTsh  and. oppressive  measured  alofested  l»ciag  etitl 
eontinued^  the  fiegwn  d|d,  abo«t  the  -nuddlc  «f 
October  1 78Q,  caifte  to  be  repretonted  to  Ae  suM  Major  oiu      ^ 
Middlefcm  as  lblk)ws:  ^^  diat  her  fsiioaiidn  was  for!  i9ih' 
'^  truly  pitiable.;  her  iMtate  sequeatercd  ;  kmr  traa»- 
*'  sury  ransacked ;  her  ^cyabs  prisoners ;  aiid<tier 
*'  servants  deserting  ddily  ftom  want  Of  sidUstBnee. 
That  she  had  solieited  diefoaki  ofiBK>nis^,  «b 
satisfy  thecUoiaiids  of  the  Coriipany,  iirom  etm^ 
person,  that  she  imagined  would  or  could  assist 
^^  her  with  any ;  but  tbkt  the  opulent  would  not 
^^  listen.  t94i^^MiiA^<---r&be  had  hopMtth&t  the 

"  wardrobe 
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**  wardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have  sold  fior 
^  at  least  one  half  of  the  Company's  demands  on 
^  her;  but  even  jewellery  and  goods,  she  finds 
"  from  *  wofol  experience,  lose  their  value  the 
**  moment  it  is  known  they  come  from  her.  That 
*^  she  had  now  solidted  the  loan  of  cash  finom 
**  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed  in  that  ap- 
**  plication,  she  had  no  hopes  of  ever  borromng  a 
^*  sum  equal  to  the  demand.** — An  hope  not  likely 
to  be  realized,  as  the  said  Almas  Ali  was  then 
engaged  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the 
Company's  use  on  the  security  of  their  confiscated 
lands,  the  resUmition  of  which  could  form  the 
only  apparent  security  for  a  loan. 

XLIX. 

That  this  remonstrance  produced  no  efiect  on 
the  mind  of  the  aforesaid  Resident;  who  being 
about  this  time  removed  firom  his  Residency  did, 
in  a  letter  to  his  successour  Mr.  Bristow,  dated 
93d  October  1783>  in  efiect  recommend  a  per- 
severance in  the  cruel  and  oppressive  restraints 
aforeSiud,  as  a  certain  means  of  recovering  the 
remainder  of  the  extorted  bond;  and  that  the 
latids,  with  which  the  princesses  aforesaid  had 
been  eodowed,  should  not  be  restored  to  them. 

L. 

That  ^  said  Warren  HastingB  was  duly  ap- 
prised 
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prized  of  all  the  material  circumstatices  in  the 
unjust  proceedings  aforesaid;  but  did  nothing  to 
stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to  prevent,  relieve, 
or  mitigate,  the  sufierings  of  the  parties  afiected  by 
them ;  on  the  contrary,  he  did,  in  his  letter,  of  the 
35tfa  of  January  1782  to  the  Rendent  Middleton^ 
declare,  -  that  the  Nabob  having  consented  to  the 
^  resumption  of  die  Ja^iires  held  by  the  Begums, 
^<  and  to  the  confiscation  of  their  treasures,  and 
**  thereby  involved  my  own  name,  and  the  credit 
^*  of  the  Company  in  a  participation  of  both  mea- 
sures, I  have  a  right  to  require  and  insist  an  the 
complete  execution  of  them ;  and  I  look  to  you 
for  their  execution,  declaring  that  I  shall,  hold 
you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that 
he  did  write  to  the  Nabob  a  letter  in  the  same 
peremptory  manner ;  but  the  said  letter  has  been 
jiuppressed. 

LL 

That  he  the  said  Hastings  further  did  manifest 
the  concern  he  took  in,  and  the  encouragement, 
which  he  gave  to,  the  proceedings  aforesaid  by 
conferring  honours  and  distinctions  upon  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  Nabob,  whom  he,  the  Nabob,  did 
consider  as  having  in  the  said  proce^ingg  dis- 
obeyed him  and  betrayed  him,  and  as  instruments 
in  the  dishonour  of  his  family,  and  the  usurpation 

0f  iM  authority.«»That  the  said  miowters  did 

maka 
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XBake  addresses  to  the  said  Ha^tiogs  for  that  pur- 
pose (which  addi'esses  the  said  Hastings  bath  sup- 
pressed); and  the  liesideat  Middletoo  did,  with 
his  letter  of  the  iii;h  of  February  17821  transmit 
the  same ;  and  didy  in  the  said  letter,  acquaint  the 
said  HastingBy  ^^  that  the  ministers  of  the  Nabob 
<'  had  incurred  much  odium  on  acoouDt  of  their 
participation  in  bis  measures,  mud  that  they  were 
not  only  considei^  by  the  party  of  the  dis- 
{^ossessed  Jaghiredars,  and  the  mother  and  uooie 
of  the  Nabob,  but  bjf  the  Nabob  himself,  as  the 
d^endanU  ^  the  EngUsh  Gaio&rmnient^  which 
theof  certainly  are^  and  it  is  by  Us  declared  .and 
most  obviotis  support  alone  that  they  can  nyua- 
tain' the  authority  and  influence,  which  is  iiulis- 
pensably  necessary."  And  the  said  Middleton 
did  therefiore  recommend,  '^  that  they  should  be 
honoured  with  some  testimony  of  hb  (the  said 
Hastmg^'s)  approbation  and  favour."  And  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  send  kellauts,  or 
robes  of  honour  (the  most  jpuUick  and  distinguished 
mode  of  acknowledging  merit  known  m  India)  to 
^e  said  ministens  in  testimony  of  bis  approbation 
of  their  late  services. 
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LII. 


That  .the  said  Hastii|gs  cUd  luot  4)nly  fff»^  the 
aforesaid  publick  ^eoaouragement  to  the  nnnistiors  pf 
the  ;N«b9i^jtoJ^etray  and  insult  .tfiMr  mastor  and 


his 
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tia  ieaatiy  m  t&e  nmnBer  afoFesaid,  but  wb^n  the 
said  Nabob  did  ^mte  saveral  letters  to  iitm  the 
said  Hastingii  expr&n^e  of  his  dklike  of  being 
used  ts  an  iHslniaent  in  Ihe  dishonourable  ada 
albtBoaid,  aiK)  refusing  to  be  further  concerned 
tberaOi  he  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only 
suppress  and  hide  tiie  said  letters  from  the?iev  oi 
phe  Cowt  of  Directors,  but  in  his  instructions  to 
tile  Resident  Rriestow  did  attribate  tbein  to  Hyder 
Beg  Khdn^  minister  to  die  Nabob  (whom  in  otiier 
respects  he  did  before^  add  evor  since,  suppovt 
agakist  bis  master),  and  did  express  himseU  ndtb 
great  soom  and  contempt  of  ihe  said  Nabobs  and 
with  moch  asperhy  agauast  the  said  mkmuts; 
affrming,  in  proud  and  insolent  terns,  tbet  beh^t^ 
**  by  an  abuse  of  his  influence  over  the  Nabob, -be, 
^  the  Nabob  hiinsetf,  being,  (as  ketoer  muH  he 
^  in  tkt  htLTUk  rf  mmeperwn)^  ffterec^ker  in  km 
^  {the  said  tmmster^s  hands)  dared  to  make  him 
^  (^  Nabob)  mssume.  a  very  wnbecomng  tone  of 
^  refusal,  reproach,  atid  reiseatmem,  in  opposition 
^  to  memuries  recmnmendsd  iyME,  and  teveo*  to 
''  actsdmeh/  MV  authority  ;'*  l^said  HgMii^; 
in  the  immietioa  afotessod,  particularizing  the  re- 
sumpdon  of  the  JaghiipeB,  and  tfie  coKfiBcatioii  of 
tiie  tiMMures,  that  had  been  so  long  etiffwed  tti 
in  «he  bands  of  bi8<«he  N«ib^b'«)  «ie<!lier: 
die  Imtera  of  *the  N«boh,  wfaiefa  4^  the  said 
JoMantiimir  iie  refers  «e,  ^^  eontaiiy^         vfffo- 

sition 
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aition  to  thd  measures  recommended  by  hun^  ftnJ 
which  he  asserts  was  conveyed  in  a  very  onbe^ 
coming  tone  of  refusal^  reproach^  and  resentment, 
he  the  said  Hastings  hath  criminally  withheld  from 
the  Company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  his* 
duty ;  and  the  more,  as  the  said  letters  must  tend 
to  show  in  what  manner  the  said  Nabob  did  feel 
the  indignities  offered  to  his  mother,  and  the  man- 
ner, in  which  the  said  ministers,  notwithstanding 
their  known  dependence  on  the  English  Govern-' 
ment,  did  express  their  sense  of  the  part,  which 
their  sovereign  was  compelled  to  act  in  the  said  dis- 
graceful  measures.  And  in  further  instructions  to 
him  the  said  new  Resident,  he  did  declare  his  ap- 
probation of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his 
resolution  of  compelling  the  Nabob  to  those  rigo-« 
rous  proceedings  against  his  parent,  from  which  he 
had  long  shown  himself  so  very  averse,  in  the  fol*« 
lowing  words :  "  the  severities,  which  have  been 
*'  increased  towards  the  Begums,  were  mmt  justiy 
'*  merited  by  the  advantage,  which  they  took  of  the 
*^  troubles,  in  which  I  was  personally  involved  last 
**  year,  to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  Nabob's  Go* 
f '  vemment,  and  to  complete  the  ruin,  which  they 
«<  thought  was  impendbg  on  ours."  ^'  If  it  is. the 
«  Nabob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  for^ve  their  past 
'^  offences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing 
''  tiiem,  in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their 
^'  Jaghires ;  but  if  he  shall  ^v«r  t^er  to  resttne 

«  tiieir 


«( 
cc 

4€ 


$€ 
$€ 


A6AIKST  WARR^V  HASTINGS.  Jff 

their  Jaghires  to  them,   or  tp  give  them  any 
property  in  land,  after  the  warning,  which  they 
have  ^ven  him  by  the  dangerous  abuse,  which 
they  formerly  made  of  his  indulgence,  you  must 
remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms  against  it;; 
you  must  not  pemfit  such  an  event  to  take  place^ 
*'  un^l  this  Government  shall  have  received  infor** 
madon  of  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  to  interpose 
its  influence  for  the  prevention  of  it."    And  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  positively  refuse  to  admit  the  Nabob  to 
restore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother  aoy  i^rt  of 
their  landed  estates  for  their  maintenance,  did;  r^l 
know  that  the  revenues  of  the  said  Nabob  were  at 
that  time  so  far  applied  to  the  demands  of  the 
Company  (by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ag* 
gravated  beyond  the  whole  of  what  they  did  pro- 
duce), or  were  otherwise  so  far  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  several  of  the  servants  of  the  Company, 
and  others,  the  dependants  of  him  the  said  Hast* 
ings,    that  none  of  tbe   pensions  or  allowances, 
assigned  by  the  said  Nabob  in  lieu  of  the  said 
estates  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  likely  to  be 
discharged,  with  that  punctuality,  which  was  neces- 
sary even  to  the  scanty  subsistence  of  the  persons, 
to  which  they  were  in  name  and  appearance  ap- 

plie4*    f  or» 
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LIII. 

That,  so  early  as  the  6th  March  1782,  Captain 
Leonard  Jaques,  who  commanded  the  forces  on 
duty  for  the  purpose  of  distressing  the  severa| 
women  in  the  palaces  at  Fyzabad,  did  complain  tcr 
the  Resident,  Richard  Johnson,  in  the  following 
words  :  "  the  women  belonging  to  the  Khord  Mo- 
*^  hul  (or  lesser  palace)  complain  of  their  being  in 
**  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and  are  dt  last 
"  driven  to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get 
'*  on  the^op  of  the  Zenanah,  make  a  great  disturb- 
'*  tnce,  and  last  liight  not  only  alarmed  the  cen- 
"  tinels  posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at 
**  tb^m ;  they  threaten  to  throw  themselves  from 
"  the  walls  of  the  Zenanah,  and  also  to  break  out 
"  of  it.  Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of 
"  this  matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have 
**  any  directions  to  give  me  concerning  it.  I  dso 
"  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  .1  «ent  for  Letafit  Ati 
"  Kh^n,  the  Cojah,  who  has  the  charge  of  them, 
"  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well  grounded,  that 
**  they  have  sold  every  thirig  they  had,  even  to  the 
"  clothes  from  their  backsy  mid  licnv  hax^  no  means 
"  of  subsisting" 

LIV. 

That  the  distresses  of  the  said  women  grew  so> 
urgent  on  the  night  of  the  said  6th  of  March,  the 
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^ay  when  the  letter  above  recited  was  written^  that 
Captain  Leonard  Jaques  aforesaid  did  think  it 
necessary  to  write  again/  on  the  day  following,  to 
the  British  Resident,  in  the  following  words :  ,**  I 
beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the 
women  in  the  KhoFd  Mohul,  [the  lesser  palace]. 
Their  behaviour  last  night  was  so  furious,  that  there 
seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their  pro- 
ceeding to  the  uttermost  extremities,  and  that 
they  would  either  throw  themsehesjrom  the  waUs^ 
or  force  open  the  door^  of  the  Zenanah.  I  hava 
**  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the  cause  of  their 
complaints,  and  find  from  Lattafit  AHy  Khka^ 
that  they  are  in  a  starving  condiiion,  hming  sold 
''  all  Iheir  clothes  and  necessaries,  and  now  hma 
"  not  wherewithal  to  support  nature ;  and  as  my 
<'  instructipns  are  quite  silent  on  tiiis  head,  I  shobkl 
^'  be  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  case  they 
-^*  were  to  for(;e  the  doors  of  the  Zenanah,  as  I 
^'  suspect  it  will  happen,  should  no  subsistence  be 
^'  very  quickly  sent  to  them." 

LV, 

That  in  consequence  of  these  representations  it 
appears  that  the  said  Resident,  Richard  Johnson, 
did  promise  that  an  application  should  be  made  to 
certain  of  the  servants  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  to 
provide  for  their  subsistence* 

VOL.  XII.  X  LVI.  That, 


LVL 

That  Oaptam  Jaqites  being  relieyed  from  the 
duty  of  imprisoning  the  women  of  Suja  ul  Dowla^ 
the  late  sovereign  of  Oude^  an  ally  of  the  Colnpapy^ 
who  dwek  in  the  said  lesser  palace,  and  Majdf 
Gilpin  being  appointed  to  su(;ceed,  the  sam^' mali- 
cious design  of  destroymg  the  said  women,  or  the 
same  scandalous  neglect  of  their  preservation  and 
subsisteticey  did  dtill  contmue ;  and  Miyor  Gilpin 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  new  Resident 
Bridtow,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  October  178^1 
as  ibilowil : 

LVIL 
"  Sir, 

^'  Ldst  night  about  eight  o'dock  the  woolen  itt 
^'  the  Khord  Mohul  [lesser  palace]  o^  Zenanab 
^  [woitien's  apartment]  under  the  charge  of  Ld^ 
^^  tafut  Ally  Kh&n,  assembled  on  the  tops  of  thd 
"  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  lamentable  Ttiannerfdb 
**  foody  that  for  the  last  four  days  they  had  got  but 

« 

"  a  very  scanty  allowance^  and  that  yesterday  thet/ 
"  had  got  none, 

LVIII. 

"  ne  melancholy  cries  ^famine  art  more  easily 
*'  imgined  than  described;  arid  froni  their  reprer- 
*'  sentitibfi,  I  fear  the  Nabob  5  agents  for  that 

*  "  businosfe 
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'^  biijiinesa  are  very  wojttentiY^;  I  therefore  ibkik 
''  it  requisite  t»  make  you  f^cqu^ipted  lyUh  the 
*  circumstance^  tja^  hid  £jcceUeacy  the  Nahot^ 
^'  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect 
'*  in  their  conduct  toi^aT^s  these  poor  unhappy 


**  women/* 


LIX. 

That,  although  the  Resident  BristQW  did  not  the? 
thmk  himself  authorized  to  remove  the  guards  ha 
did  apply  to  the  minister  of  the  Nabob,  -who  did 
promise  ^ome  relief  to  the  wpn^eu  of  the  \atQ  Ka- 
bob,  confmed  in  the  \esser  palace;  but  apprehendr 
ing,  with  reason,  that  the  n^iqister  aforea^id  migttf 
not  be  more  ready  or  active  ip  malting  the  qeee](- 
sary  provision  for  them  than  an  former  oceasionn, 
he  did  render  himself  personally  responsible  tp 
Major  Gilpin  for  the  repa^^ment  of  any  sum,  equal 
to  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  Mhich'he  might 
procure  for  the  subsistence  of  the  siifierers.  But 
whatever  relief  was  given  (the  arpount  thereof  np^ 
appearing)  the  same  was  3opn  e;chausted ;  and  the 
number  of  persons  to  be  maintained  ii)  the  said 
lesser  palace  being  eight  hundred  womeui  the 
women  of  the  late  sovereign,  Snjah  ul  Dowla,  an^ 
several  of  the  younger  children  of  the  said  sovereign 
prince,  besides  their  attendants,  Major  Gilpm  was 
obliged,  on  the  fifteenth  of  Noveml  er  following, 
again  to  address  tlie  Resident  by  a  representation 
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of  this  tenour:  "Sir,  the  repeated  cries  of  th« 
^^  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul  Zenanah  fbf  sub* 
"  sistence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 

LX. 

"  They  beg  most  piteouslyfor  liberty ,  that  they 
**  fnay  earn  their  daily  bread  by  laborious  ser- 
^^  vittuk^  &r  tobe  relieved  from  their  misery  by  im- 

mediate  death. 


LXL 

"  In  consequence  of  their  unhappy  situation,  I 

f*  have  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on 

**  you  in  favour  of  Ramnarain,   at  ten  days*  sight, 

"  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  rupees,  ten  thousand  of 

•*  which  I  have  paid  to  Cojah  Latafut  Ally  Cawn, 

^^  under  whose  charge  that  Zenanah  is.**     , . 

t 

LXIL  . 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  promises  and  relr 
terated  engagements  of  the  minister  Hyder  Beg 
Khdn,  thq  ladies  of  the  palace  aforesaid  fell  again 
into  extreme  distress ;  and  the  Resident  did  again 
complain  to  the  said  minister,  wfio  was  considered 
to  be,  and  really  and  substantially  was,  the  minister 
of  the  Governour-General*  Warren  Hastings  afore- 
said, and  not  of  the  Nabob  (the  said  Nabob  being, 
according  to  tlie  said  Hastings's  own  account,  "  a 
^*  cipher  in  his  [the  said  minister's]  hands)"  that 

th# 
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(be  funds  allowed  for  their  subsistence  were  not 
applied  to  their  support  But  notwithstanding  all 
these  repeated  complaints  and  remonstrances,  and 
the  constant  promise  of  amendment  on  the  part  of 
his,  the  said  Hastings's^  minister,  tlie  supply  was  not 
more  plentiful  or  more  regular  than/  before* 

LXIIL 

That  the  said  Resident  Bristow;  findmg  by  ex-* 
]>erience  the  inefficacy  of  the  courses,  which  had 
been  pursued  with  regard  to  the  mother  and  grand- 
mother of  the  reigning  Prince  of  Oude,  and  having 
received  a  report  from  Mcuor  Gilpin,  informing  him  Muiot  on- 
that  all,  which  could  be  done  by  force,  had  been  is^Not,  *'' 
done ;  and  that  the  only  hope,  which  remain^  for  ^^^' 
realizing  the  remainder  of  the  money,  unjustly  ex- 
acted as  aforesaid,  lay  in  more  lenient  methods ;  Mr.  bhs- 
he,  the  said  Resident,  did,  of  his  own  authority^  ^,td^ 
order  the  removal  of  the  guard  from  the  palaces,  ^^  ^^^^ 
the  troops  being  long  and  much  wanted  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier,  and  other  material  services; 
and  did  release  the  said  ministers  of  the  said  women 
of  rank,  who  had  been  confined  and  put  in  irons, 
and  variously  distressed  and  persecute^,  as  afore 
recited,  for  near  twelve  months. 

LXIV. 

That  the  manner,  in  which  the  said  inhuman  acts 
af  rapacity  and  violence  were  felt  both  by  the 

£  3  women 
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4wi«(i  :0f 'ifaigh  tMk  eoMeiMd^  •nd  l>y  all  tb# 
|l0ople,  Qtteogly  ^peMrs  ift  the  joy  (teprefted  on 
ibeir  Mhnune^  wfaiok  kook  iplace  on  «the  jth  of  -De- 
teisber  3782^;  tad  is  staged  in  itwo letters  of  that 
Attte  Aom  Major  (Mptn  to  the  fiebtdent,  ib  \h^ 
words  foUoi«iiig<: 

LXV. 

•  ^<  ([  iiMe^b  affkiiowledge  the  ree^ipt  -of  your  let- 
^  (teroftdiefid  insfeaBt,  andin  cotiseiqtteiioe  imme- 
^  'ittat%  ^eahorged^the  ptisomers  ^Behar  Ally  KbAn 
:'^  laad  •  Jewar  Ally  Kh4Q  'fr^m  their  Gonfinementj 
'*^  avcireumstance,  that  geitie  'the  Beguma,  and  tbft 
'^  city  <H  f  yzabad  m  geuerdl,  the  gTAateSt  satii- 


LXVI. 

'^  Initearsof  joy  Beharaad  Jewar  Ally  Kh^ 
'*  -expressed  their  eincere  ^acknowledgments  to  the 
**  Goveraour-General,  his  ^Excelleflcy  tlie  Nabob 
Viaier,  and  .to  you,  Sir,  for  restoring  tliem  to 
ithat  tinvakMble  blessing,  liberty,  for  which  they' 
"Would  ever  retain  the  most  grateful  remeo^* 
^brance;  and  at  tlieir  request  I  transmit  you  the 
"  enclosed  letters.: 

LXVIL 

^  I  wish  you  had  been  present  at  the  enlarge- 
^^  ment  of  Jii^  prisoners.    The  (j^verii^  lips,  with 

"  the 
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''  .the  tuears  of,  joy  stealing  down  thq  popr  ff^^ 
cl^eks^  V^as  a  ^ene  truly  ^£fectdng4 

LXVIII. 

"  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  men  i*;ill  avaiL 
^  you  will,  at  the  last  trump!  be  translated  to 
**  the  happiest  regbns  in  heave^." 

LXIX. 

And  the  Resident  Bristow,  JknowiQg  hpw  |LCcep^« 
able  the  said  proceeding  would  be  to  all  the  people 
of  Oude,  and  the  neighbourii^jg  independent  coun- 
tries, did  generously  and  ppUtj^cally  (thou|;h  in9t  Mr.  BiI** 
truly)  in  his  letter  to  the  princess  ipother  a(tribiUe  te^itDe^ 
the  said  retief  given  to  herself,  and  the  release  .of 
her  ministers^  to  the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  agreeably  to  whose  orders  he  pretei]|dfid 
to  act ;  asserting,  that  he  the  said  Hastbgs  '^  wjis 
'^  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  restored  .to  h^r 
••  digni^  «.d  co-seqaenc-  And  tte  «x^f 
the  proceedings  aforesaid  was  regularly  t^ansnii^- 
ted  to  the  3aid  Warren  Hastmgs  on  the  39th  pf 
December  1782^  with  the  reasons  aqd  motiyp 
thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  tlje  officer 
concerning  the  inutility  of  further  force,  a(tend^ 
with  sundry  documents  concerning  the  famishing 
and  other  treatment,  of  the  women  and  children  pf 
the  late  sovereign ;  but  the  same  apppar  to  have 
made  no  prc^r  impressbn  on  the  mind  of  the  said, 

s  4f  Warren 
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Warren  Hai^tings :  for  no  answer  whatsoever  wai 
^ven  to  the  said  letter  until  the  3d  of'  March 
1 7839  when  the  said  Hastings,  writing  in  his  own 
character  and  that  of  the  Council,  did  entirely  pass 
by  all  the  circqmstances  before  recited,  but  did 
give  directions  for  the  renewal  of  measures  of  the 
like  nature  and  tendency  with  those,  which  >(for 
several  of  the  last  months  at  least  of  tlie  said  pro-  * 
ceeding)  had  been  employed  with  so  little  advan- 
tage to  the  interest,  and  with  so  much  injury  to 
the  reputation,  of  the  Company,  his  masters,  in 
whose  name  he  acted ;  expressing  himself  in  the 
«did  letter 'of  the  3d  of  March  1783,  as  follows: 
"  We  desire  you  will  infurm  us  what  means  havt 
"  been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  [the  pre- 
*'  tended  balance  of  the  extorted  money]  due  from 
"  the  Begums  [princesses]  at  Fyzabad  ;  and,  if  ne- 
"  cessary,  you  must  recommend  it  to  the  Vizier  to 
"  'enforce  the  most  effectual  means  for  .that  purpose.'* 
And  the  Resident  did,  in  his  answer  to  the  Board, 
dated  sist  March  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order, 
again  detail  the  particulars  aforesaid  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  referring  him  to  his  former  corre-\ 
spondence,  stating  the  utter  impossibility  of  proceed- 
ing further  by  force,  and  mentioning  certain  other 
disgraceful  and  oppressive  circumstances ;  and  in 
particular,  that  the  Company  did  not,  in  plunder- 
ing the  mother  of  the  reigning  prince  of  her  wearing 

B 

apparel  and  beasts  of  carriage,,  receive  a  value  in 

the 
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the  least  equal  to  the  loss  she  sufiei'ed ;  the  ele- 
phants having  no  buyer  but  the  Nabob,  and  the- 
clothes,  which  had  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton 
at  a  valuation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  so  da- 
maged by  ill  keeping  in  warehouses,  that  they  could 
not,  be  sold,  even  for  six  months  credit,  at  much 
more  than  about  eight  thousand  pounds;  by  which, 
a  loss  in  a  single  article  was  incurred  of  twenty-two 
thousand  pounds  out  of  the  fifty,  for  the  recovery 
of  which  (supposing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such 
rigorous  means  had  been  employed,  after  having 
actually  received  upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  value  to  the  Company,  and  extorted 
much  more  iti  loss  to  the  suffering  individuals. 
And  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hastings,  in 
order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  appease  him, 
not  contented  with  the  letter  to  the  Govemour- 
General  and  Council,  did  on  the  same  day  write 
another  letter  to  him  particular ly^  in  which  he  did 
urge  several  arguments,  the  necessity  of  using  of 
which  to  the  said  Hastings  did  reflect  great  dis- 
honour on  this  nation,  and  jon  the  Christian  reli- 
gion therein  profes^d ;  viz.  "  that  he  had  experi- 
"  enced  great  embarrassment  in  treating  with  her 
"  [the  mother  of  the  reigning  prince] ;  for;  as  the 
mother  of  the  Vizier,  the  people  look  up  to  her 
with  great  respect;  and  any  hard  measures, 
*'  practised  against  women  of  her  high  rank,  create 

"  discontent, 
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^  discontent;  a^i^  afifect  pur  national  character." 
>Wd  the  said  Resident,  after  condenmUig,  very 
jai;^Wtly^  her  co^duot,  ^ded,  *^  still  she  is  the 
**  mother  of  tUxe  prince  of  the  country,  and  the 
•**  reli^us  prejudices  of  Mmsubnen  prevail  too 
**  etj^pgly  in  their  minds  jto  forget  her  situation." 

LXX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  Qot  make) 
fmy  apswer  to  the  said  letjter.  But  the  mother  af 
^the  prince  afqresaid,  as  well  as  th6  mother  of  bi^ 
(father,  being,  in  consequence  of  his  the  said  Has- 
itin^s!s  directions,  incessantly  and  rudely  pressed 
by  their  descendant,  in  the  name  of  the  Company, 
.tp  pay  to  the  last  farthing  of  the  demand,  they  did 
both  positively  refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  pre- 
tended balances  aforesaid,  until  their  landed  estates 
were  restQred  to  them ;  on  the  security  of  which 
.alone  they  alleged  themselves  to  be  in  a  condition 
;to  borrow  any  money,  or  even  to  provide  for  the 
subsistence  of  themselves  and  their  numerous  de- 
pendants.     And,  in  order  to  put  some  end  to  these 

*  diflferences,  the-  Vizier  did  himself,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  Augyst  1 783,  go  to  Fyzabad,.  and  did 
hold  divens  conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did 
.consent  and  engage  to  restpre  to  ttiem  their  landed 

,. estates  aforesaid ;  and  did. issue  an  order  that  they 
j&liould  be  restored  accordingly:  but  his  minister 

.  aforesaid,  having  before  his  eyes  the  peremptoiry 

orders 
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orders  of  Jiim  the  said  Wiinren  Hastings,  did^ei^ 
saade  bis  master  to  disbonour  himself  in  breakii)^ 
his  faith  and  engagemeDt  with  his  mother  jand 
the  mother  of  his  father  by  first  evadii^  the 
execudoi),  and  afterwards  totally  revoking  his  f|^*^*^J* 
said  publick  and  solemn  act,  on  pretence  that  he  ^^^^^ 
had  agneed  to  the  grant  '^  from  shame,  being  in  <^^ 
'^  their  presence  [the  presence  of  bis  mother  and 
*^  grandmother],  and*  that  it  was  unavoidabk 
*<  at  the  time  ;'*—  the  said  minister  declaring  to 
him,  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he. allowed  them 
-''  money  for  thmr  necessary  expenses,  and  thai; 
"  would  be  domg  enough.'* 


LXXL 

Taht  the  faith  given  for  the  restoration  of  their 
landed  estates  being  thus  violated,  and  the  money 
for  necessary  expenses  being  as   ill  supplied  as 
.bef(»re,  the  women  and  children  of  the  late  sove*  Bri^ovs 
xeign,  father  of  the  reigning  prince,   continued  j^l^re^^ 
exposed  to  frequent  want  of  the  common  neces-  ^','i^J^'^ 
varies  of  life ;  and,  being  sorely  pressed  l^  famine, 
tikey  were  compelled  to  break  through  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  local  decorum  and  reserve,  which  consti- 
tute  the  dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  after  great  clamour  and  violent 
attempts,  for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  the 
publick  market^  in  order  to  move  the  compassion 

of 
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ctf  the  people,  and  to  beg  their  breads  they  did^ 
tijn  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  the  extre^: 
onity  of  Exposing  themselves  to  publick  view — aa 
exiremity,  implying  the  lowest  state  of  disgrace 
and  degradation ;  to  avoid  which  many  women  in 
India  have  laid  violent  hands  upon  themselves — 
and  they  did  proceed  to  the  publick  market-place^ 
with  the  starving  children  of  the  late  sovereign, 
and  the  brotliers  and  sisters  of  the  reigning  prince  ! 
•-^A  minute  account  of  the  transaction  aforesaid 
tras  written  to  the  British  Resident  at  Lucknow 
by  the  person  appointed  to  convey  intelligence  to 
hitn  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following  parficulars, 
highly  disgraceful  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  hu- 
manity of  tliis  nation : 

LXXII.    ^ 

"The  ladies,  tlieir  attendants,  and  servants, 
were  still  as  clamorous  as  last  night.  Letafut, 
the  Daroga,  went  to  them  and  remonstrated 
"  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct, 
at  the  same  time  assuring  them,  that  in  a  few 
days  all  their  allowances  would  be  paid ;  and, 
"  should  not  that  be  the  case,  he  would  advance 
"  them  ten  days'  subsistence,  upon  condition  that 
"  they  returned  to  tlieir  habitation.  Notie  of 
"  them,  however,  consented  to  his  proposals;  but 
"  were  still  intent  upon  making  their  escape 
"  through  the  Bazar  [market-place^  and  in  consc- 

^*  queni:* 
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^'  qurace  fonned  themselves  into  a  line,  arranging 
^^  themselves  in  the  following  order :  the  children 
^'  in  the  front ;  behind  them  the  ladies  of  the  se- 
*'  raglio^  and  behind  them  again  their  attendants; 
^^  but  their  intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  oppp^ 
^'  sidoo,  which  they  met  from  Letafat's  Sepoys. 

> 

LXXIII. 

-  **  *The  next  day  Letafrit  went  twice  to  the  wo- 
^^  menii  and  used  his  endeavours  to  make  thom 
^'  return  into  the  Zenanah,  promising  to  advance 
'*  them  1 0,000  rupees ;  which,  upon  the  money 
*'  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  comply  witbj; 
'^  but  night  coming  on,  notiuDg  tiunspired. 

LXXIV. 

'^  On  the  day  following  their  clamours  were 
^*  more  violent  than  usual.  Letafut  went  to  con- 
^'  suit  with  them  on  the  business  of  yesterday 
,  ^'  offering  the  same  terms.  Depending  upon  the 
*^  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they  consented  to  return 
"  to  their  apartments,  which  they  accordingly  did, 
"  except  two  or  three  of  the  ladies,  and  most  of 
"  their  attendants.  Letafut  then  went  to  Hush- 
**  mund  Ally  C/awn,  to  consult  with  Jiim  upon  what 
"  means  they  should  take.  They  came  to  a  reso*- 
^*  lution  of  driving  them  in  by  force;  and  gave 
"  orders  to  their  Sepoys  to  beat  any  one  of  the 
^*  w'oroen,  who  should  attempt  to  move  forward. 

"  The 
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"  peaceably  retire  to  their  aj^artments,  Letafut 
"  would  supply  them  with  3  or  4,000  rupees  for 
'*  their  personal  expenses,  and  recomtnendec^  to 
^^  them  not  to  incur  any  further  disgrace,  and  that 
'^  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agreeable  tO 
"  her  directions,  they<w<H]ld  do  wrong.  The  ladies. 
"  followed  her  advice,  and  abot^t  ten  at  night 
^^  went  back  into  the  Zenanah.  The  next  mom- 
"  ing  the  Begum  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shuja 
*'  Dowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circumstance)s 
*^  of  the  disturbances.  The  mother  of  ShujiEL 
**  Dowla  returned  for  answer,  thai  after  there  being 
'^  no  accounts  kept  of  crores  of  revenues,  she  was 
^'  not  surprised  that  the  family  of  Shuja  Dowla, 
^'  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  subsistence, 
**  should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
"  meanest  of  the  people/  After  bewailing  their 
."  misfortunes,  and  shedding  many  tears,  the  Begum 
"  took  her  leave,  and  retunied  home.!' 

That  the  said  affecting  narrative  being  sent,  with 
others  of  the  same  nature,  on  the  29th  of  January 
1784,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  not 
order  any  relief  in  consequence  thereof,  or  take  any 
sort  of  notice  whatsQ/sver  of  the  said  intelligence. 

.     LXXV. 

That  the  Court  of  Directors  did  express  strong, 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  seizing  the  estates  afpre- 
said,  and  did  declare  to  him  the  said  Hastings^ 

•"•that 
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*'  timt  the  only  consolation  tbey  felt  on  the  occa- 
sion is,  that  the  amount  of  those  Jag^ras^  Jer 
which  the  Company  were  guarantees,  is  to  be  paid 
"  through  our  Resident  at  the  Court  of  the  Vizier; 
*^  and  it  very  materially  concerns  the  credit  of 
^^  y(W  Governour  on  no  account  to  suffer  fiuof^ 
*^  payments  to  he.  eoadcd''    But  the  said  Warpep 
Hastings  did  never  make  the  arnuiigement  sup- 
posed in  the  said  letter  to  be  actually  miide,  n^r 
did  he  cause  the  Resident  to  pay  them  the  amou9t 
.of  their  Jaghires,  or  to  make  any  payment  to  then?. 
And  the  said  Hasting  being  expressly  ordere4 
by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  restpFe  to  them  their 
•estates,  in  case  the  chaises  made  upon  them  shpuid 
not  be  found  true,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  con* 
tumaciously  anc|  cruelly  decline  any  complit(,noe 
with  the  said  orders  until  liis  joyamey  to  L^cI^K>w, 
when  he  did,  as  he  says    "  confonmibly  -to  the 
*^  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  more  to 
*'  the  inclination  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  restore  to 
^^  tliem  their  Jaghires,  but  with  the  defalcatjcm,. 
^'  according  to  his  own  account,  of  ^a  large  porti^ 
"  ef  their  respective  shares ;"  pretendii^  without 
the  least  probability,    that  the    sfiid  de&lcadon 
was   a    ^'  voluntary  concession  '  on    th^ir    part^ 
But  what  he  has  left  to  them  fpr.  their  suppcrt,.  or 
in  what  pn^x)rtioH  to  tbfil^  which  be  %^fi  t{(ken 
.aifay,  be  has  qo  where  stated  to  tbeCpujct  of 
JEUroctors,  who^e  ^th  he  iw^  !i^^ol(«P;  jixid  whose 
iV^L.  xu.  F  orders 
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orders  he  has  thus  eluded,  whilst  he  pretended  t6 
yield  some  obedience  to  them. 

LXXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  a 
malicious,  loose,  and  ill-supported  charge,  backed 
by  certain  unsatisfactory  affidavits,  as  a  ground  fof 
his  seizing  on  the  Jaghires,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
Vizier's  mother,  solemnly  guarantied  to  them ;  the 
Court  of  Directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th 
of  February  1783,  express  themselves  as  follows 
concerning  that  measure; — "  which  the  Gover- 
"  nour-General  (he  the  said  Warren  Hastings)  in 
"  his  letter  to  your  Board  the  23d  of  January 
"  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged 
and  supported ;  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  British  nation,  that  the  measure 
appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all  Hin- 
"  dostan.  The  Governour-General  has  informed 
"  us,  that  it  can  be  well  attested  that  the  Begums 
(the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob 
aforesaid)  principally  excited  and  supported  the 
'*  late  commotions;  and  that  they  carried  their 
""  inveteracy  to  the  English  nation  so  far,  as  to  aim 
"  at  our  utter  extirpation'' — And  the  Court  of 
Directors  did  further  declare  as  follows  : — "  that 
"  it  no  where  appears  from  the  papers  at  present  • 
**  in  our  possession,  that  they  (the  mother  and 
pandmother  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  excited 
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^  any  commotions  previous  to  the  imprisonment 
"  of  ilajali  Cheit  Sing,  and  only  armed  themselves 
]>*  in  consequence  of  that  transaction ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  such  a  conduct  proceeded  from 
tnotives  of  self-defence,  under  an  apprehension 
'^  that  they  themselves  might  likewise  be  laid 
"  under  unwarrantable  contributions.'^ — And  the 
;aaid  Court  of  Directors,  in  giving  their  orders  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Jaghires,  or  for  the  payment 
of  an  equivalent  through  the  Resident,  did  give 
this  order  for  the  restoration  of  their  estates  as 
aforesaid,  on  condition  that  it  should  appear 
from  inquiry,  that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the 
pracuces  charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings. 
Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  Council- General,  did,  in 
execution  of  the  said  conditional  order,  propose  an  ^ 
inquiry,  leading  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  con- 
dition, and  did  enter  a  Minute  as  follows :  ^'  that 
"  the  Court  of  Directors,  by  their  letters  of  the 
**  14th  of  February  1784,  seem  not  to  be  satisfied 
"  tliat  the  disaffection  of  the  Begums  tpthis  Go- 
"  vernment  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidence 
before  them;  I  therefore  think,  that  the  late 
and  present  Resident,  and  commanding  offic|gr 
in  the  Vizier's  country  at  the  time,  should  be  . 
*'  called  on  to  collect  what  further  information 
^^  they  can  on  this  subject^  in  which  the  honour 
'^  and  dignity  of  this  Government  is  so  materially 
^^  omcerned;  and  that  such  information  may  be 

F  2  "  transmitted 
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^*  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors."  And 
he  did  further  propose  heads  and  modes  of  in- 
quiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  expressed  by  the  . 
'Court  of  Directors.  But  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  ought  long  before,  on  principles  of  natural  jus- 
tice, to  have  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support 
of  hia  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  even 
for  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  to  take  a  strong  part  in 
;the  said  inquiry,  did  set  himself  in  opposition  to 
the  same,  and  did  carry  with  him  a  majority  of 
Council  against  the  said  inquiry  into  the  justice,  of 
the  cause,  or  any  proposition  for  the  relief  of  the 
dufierers;  asserting,  *^  that  the  reasons  of  the 
**  Court  of  Directors,  if  transmitted  with  the  orders 
*'  for  the  inquiry,  will  prove  in  effect  an  order  for 
"  collecting  evidence  to,  the  justification  and  ac- 
quittal of  the  BeguniSy  and  not  for  the  investigcf- 
'turn  of  the  truth  of  the  ckargeSy  which  hwce  been 
preferred  against  themr  That  Mr.  Stables  did 
not  propbse,  (as  in  the  said  Hastings's  Minute  is 
groimdlessly  supposed)  that  the  reasons  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  should  be  transmitted  with  the 
orders  for  an  inquiry.  But  the  apprehension  of 
the"  said  Warren  Hastmgs  of  the  probable  result  of 
the  inquiry  proposed  did  strongly  indicate  his  sense 
of  his  own  guilt,  and  the  innocence  of  the  parties 
>BCCti8ed  by  iritn ;  and  if,  by  his  construction,  ^^r. 
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Stables's.  Minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  *  opienely 
for  the  juBtificatioQ  of  the  parties  by  hiiq  acqiiSfd-; 
(which  construction  tlie  ipotion  did  apt  b^ar).  it 
was  no  more  than  what  the  obvious  rules. of  justice 
would  well  support ;  his  own  proceedings  .hairing 
been  cr  parte;  he  having  eipployed  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  to  take  affidavits  against  the  M'omen  of  h^b 
rank  aforesaid,  not  only  without  any  inquiry  made 
on  their  part,  but  without  any  commuoicatioii  t» 
them  of  his  practice  and  proceedings  agiuqstthein;^ 
and  equity  did  at  least  require  that  they,  with  his 
own  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordinates!  qf  hi» 
own  Government,  should  be  allowed  a  puhlick  in«i 
quiry  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  heavy  offences^ 
with  which  they  had  been  by  him  clandestinely 
charged. 

Lxxvn. 

V 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  efTectu** 
ally  stifle  the  said  inquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a 
further  Minute,  asserting  that  the  said  inquiry  would 
be  productive  '^  of  evils  greater  than  any,  which 
*^  have  already  taken  place,  and  xchich^  time  has 
"  almost  obliterated;'  as  also  the  following — "  If 
**  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  Nabob  Vizier  and 
^^  the  Begums  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-wilh 
**  It  would  ill  become  this  Governnaent  to  int^et^ 
pose  its  influence  by  any  act,  which  might  tetul 
to  revive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight 

F  3  .   "  occasion 
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"  occasion  would  be  sufficient  to  effect  it  They 
"  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  declaration, 
"  proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  Company  in  their 
"  favour,  demand  a  reparation  of  the  acts,  which 
"  tliey  will  construe  wrongs,  with  such  a  sentence 
"  warranting  that  construction,  and  either  accept 
"  the  invitation,  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of  the 
"  Nabob  Vizier,  which  rcill  not  add  to  'the  credit 
"  of  our  Government ;  or  remain  in  his  dominions, 
"  but  not  under  his  authority,  to  add  to  his  yexa- 
"  tions,  and  the  disorders  of  the  country,  by  con- 
^*  tinual  intrigues  and  seditions.  Enough  already 
exists  to  affect  his  peace  and^the  quiet  of  his 
people.  If  we  cannot  heal,  let  us  not  inflame, 
**.  the  wounds,  tchicb  have  been  injiictedy — "  If  the 
•"  Begums  think  themselves  aggrieved  to  such  a 
"  degree  as  to  justify  them  in  mi  appeal  to  ti  foreign 
"  jurisdiction  ;  to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  stand- 
"  ing  in  the  relation  of  son  and  grandson  to  them; 
"  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  thoscy  who  have  been 
"  the  abettors  and  instruments  of  their  imputed 
"  wrongSy  let  us  at  least  permit  them  to  be  the 
"  judges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  prefer  their 
"  complaints,  before  we  offer  to  redress  them. 
"  They  will  not  need  to  be  prompted.  I  hope  I 
"  shall  not  depart  from  the  simplicity  of  official 
"  language  in  saying,  the  majesty  of  justice  ought 
"  to  be  approached  with  solicitation,  not  descend 
\^  to  prcvoke  or  invite  it^  much  less  to  debase  itself 
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^  by  tlie  suggestion. of  wron^^  and  the  promise  of 
^*  redress,  with  the  denunciation  of  punishments 
"  before  trial,  and  even  before  accusation." . 

LXXVIII. 

t 

i  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting 
to  pass  an  act  of  indemnity  for  his  own  crimes,  and 
of  oblivion  for  the  sufTi^rings  of  others,  supposing 
the  latter  almost  obliterated  by  time,*  did  not  only 
mock  and  insult  over  the  sufferings  of  the  allied  of* 
the  Company,  but  did  show  an  indecent  contempt 
of  the  understandings  of  the  Court  of  Directors ; 
because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  property  and 
liberty  of  the  motherland  grandmotlicr  of  tlie  ally 
aforesaid  had  not  their  first  commencement  much 
above  two  yeai^  before  that  time,  and  had  been 
continued,  without  abatement  or  relaxation  on  hi^ 
part,  to  the  very  time  of  his  Minute ;  the  Nabob 
having,  by  the  instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings  s 
instrument,  Hyder  Beg  Khi\n,  not  two  months  be* 
ibre  the  date  of  the  Consultation,  been  obliged  a 
second  time  to  break  his  faith  with  relation  to  the 
estates.of  his  mother  in  the  manner  herein  before 
fecited.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  not,  and  could 
not,  conceive  that  the  clearing  tlie  mother  could 
revive  any  animosity  between  her  and  her  son,  by 
whom  she  never  had  been  accused.  The  said 
Hastings  was  also  sensible,  that  the  restoration  of 
bcr  landed  estates,  recommended  by  the  Cjourt  of 
>    .  F  4  Directors, 
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Difectord,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on  the 
ttihd  of  the  said  son,  as  it  was  '^  with  almost 
^^  unconquerable  reluctance  he  had  been  pensuaded 
"  to  deprive  her  of  them."  And  at  the  time  of 
his  sufomittin<T  to  become  an  instrument  in  this  in- 

o 

justice,  he  did  ^*  declare''  both  to  the  Re^tot  and 
his  xQinisters,  **  tiiat  it  was  an  act  of  compulsion." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  further,  by  insinuating 
that  the  women  in  question  would  act  amiss  in 
appealing  to  a  foreign  jwisdktian  against  a  son 
and  grandson,  could  not  forget  that  he  himself, 
being  that  f<»reign  jurisdiction  (if  any  jurisdiction 
there  was)  did  himself  direct  and  order  the  injuries; 
did  hiiDself  urge  the  calumnies ;  and  did  himself 
cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the  unsatisfactory 
evidence,  by  which  the  women  in  question  had  suf* 
fered ;  and  that  it  was  against  him  the  said  Hast* 
ings,  and  not  against  tiieir  son,  that  they  had  reason 
to  appeal.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  inquiry  was 
moved  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer,  or 
appeal,  of  the  suflferers,  but  upon  the  ill  impression^ 
which  the  said  Hastings's  own  conduct,  merely  and 
solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and  on  his  own  evi- 
dence  in  support  of  it,  had  made  on  the  Court  of 
Directors,  wlio  were  his  lawful  masters,  and  not 
suitors  in  his  court.  And  his  arrogating  to  himself 
and  his  colleagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a  tribunal^ 

not 
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not  for  tiie  j)urpose  of  doing  justice,  but  of  refuaiog 
inquiry,  i«a3'  an  hi^  offetice  and  misdomeaaor 
(particularly  as  the  due,  obedience  to  tlie  Cooat 
pany's  ordets  was  eluded  qu  the  insplent  pretence 
*^  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to.  be  approached 
inth  solicitation^  and  that  it  would  debase  itself 
by  the  suggestion  of  wrongs^  and  the  promise  of 
^^  redress/O  ^^  ^  Governpur,  whose  business  it  ic^ 
even  of  himself,  and  luisolic^d,  not  only  to  pro* 
mise,  bat  to  afford,  redress  to  all  those,  %vho  should 
$ufier  under  the  power  of-  the  Company,  even  ^. 
their  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the  im^* 
l)ec)lity  of  thi^r  sex^  or  the  fear  W  irritfbtiagpersoGi 
in  rank  and  station,  should  prevent  thegu  ^om^seeis^ 
ing  it  by  formal  solieication* 

LXXX.  . 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  wbai 
be  pretended  ignorance  of  all  solicitation  for  jusr? 
tice  on  the  part  of  the  women  aforesaid,  and  on 
that  pretence  did  refuse  the  inquiry  moved  by  lu« 
colleague  Mr.  Stables,  had  in  all  probability  re-r 
ceived  from  the  Resident  Middleton,  or  if' he  had 
made  the  slightest  inquiry  from  the  said  Middleton 
then  at  Calcutta,  might  immediately  receive,  an 
account,  that  i/i^y  did  ackiaify  solicit  the  said  Re- 
sident, through  Major  GilfHU,  for  redres/s  against 
his  the  said  Hastings  s  calumnious  accusation,  and 
the  false  testimony,  by  which  it  wa»  supported ; 

and 
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and  did  send  the  said  complaint  to  the  Resident 
Middleton  by  the  said  Gilpin,  to  be  transmitted 
to  him  the  said  Hastings  and  the  Council,  so  eariy 
as  the  19th  of  October  1782;  and  that  she,  the 
mother  of  the  Nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the 
same  to  the  Resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  inno- 
cence, and  accompanying  the  same  with  the  copies 
5««  Letiert  of  Ictlcrs  fthc  orimnals  of  which  they  asserted  were 
in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses  against 
them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  letters  did 
directly  overturn  the  charges  or  insinuations  in  the 
aiKdavits  made  by  them ;  and  that  instead  of  any 
accusation  of  an  attempt  upon  them  and  their  par-- 
ties-by  tlie  instigation  of  tl>e  mother  of  the  Nabobs 
or  by  her  ministers,  they  the  said  Hannay  and 
Gordon  did  attribute  their  preservation  to  them, 
and  to  their  services ;  and  did,  with  strong  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  both  to  them  other  of  the  Nabob 
and  to  her  ministers,  fully  acknowledge  the  same. 
Which  remonsti'ance  of  the  mother  of  the  Nabobs 
tnd  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon, 
are  annexed  to  this  charge ;  and  the  said  Hastings 
is  highly  criminal  for  not  having  examined  into  the 
facts  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  violent  proce^edings  of  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  tend  to  impress  all  the  neigh* 
bouring   princes,   sdine  of  whqm   were  allied  in 

« 
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blood  to  the  oppressed  women  of  Fank  aforesaid, 
with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  faith,  honour,  and  de- 
cency of  the  British  nation ;  and  accordingly,  on 
the  journey  aforesaid  made  by  the  Nabob  from 
Lucknow  to  Fyzabad,  in  which  the  said  Nabob 
did  restore,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  the 
confiscated  estates  of  his  mother  and  grandmother, 
and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  appears 
that  the  said  jomiiey  did  cause  a  general  alarm 
(the  worst  motives  obtaining  the  most  easy  credit 
with  regard  to  any  future  proceeding  on  account 
of  the  foregone  acts),  and  excited  great  indignation 
among  the  ruling  persons  of  the  adjacent  country; 
insomuch  that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said 
Warren  flastings  at  the  Court  of  the  King  Shaw 
Allum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein 
to  Mr.  Bristow,  Resident  at  Oude,  as  follows : — 
**  the  evening  of  the  7th,  at  a  conference!  had 
**  with  Mirza  ShafFee  Cawn,  he  introduced  a  sub- 
^  ject  respecting  the  Nabob  Vizier,  which,  how- 
ever it  may  be  disagreeable  for  you  to  know,  and 
consequently  for  me  to  communicate,  I  am 
under  a  necessity  of  laying  before  you.  He 
"  told  me  he  had  received  information  from  Luck- 
•*  now,  that  by  the  advice  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn 
"  the  Vizier  had  determined  to  bring  his  grand- 
**  mother,  the  widow  of  Sufdar  Jung,  from  Fyza- 
♦*  bad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  further 
♦*  sum  of  money  from    her,    by  seizing  on  her 
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*^'  eunuch^,  digging  up  the  apcutoaents  of  faer  bouse 
'^  at  Fy^aba4>  ^nd  putting  her  ohh  person  under 
**  restraints  Tina,  he  said,  he  knew  was  not  an 
^f  act  of  our  Government,  but  the  mere  advice  of 
*'  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  to  which  the  Vizier  Iwd  been 
^  induced  to  attend.  He  added,  that  the  old  Be- 
gum had  resolved  rather  to  put  herself  to  death 
than  submit  to  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put 
upon  lier ;  that  if  such  a  circumstance  should 
happen,  there  is  not  a  man  in  Hwdostan,  tvho 
will  attribute  the  act  to  the  Vizier  [Nabob  of 
Oude]  but  every  one  zcill  fix  the  odium  on  the 
Englishy  who  7night  easily^  by  the  influence  they 
"  so  largely  exercise  in  their  oxen  concerns  therc^ 
"  have  prevented  such  unnatural  conduct  in  the 
"  Vizier,  He  therefore  called  upon  me,  as  the 
"  English  representative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform 
'*  you  of  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step,  whicli' 
'^  will  desti*oy  all  confidence  in  the  English  natioi^ 
^  throughout  Hindostan,  and  excite  the  bitterest 
"  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by  blood  are  con- 
"  nected  with  the  House  of  Sufdar  Jung."  He 
concluded  by  saying,  * "  that  if  the  Vizier  so  little 
'^  regarded  his  family  and  personal  honour,  or  his 
'^  natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  his  fatlier'tt 
"  motlicr  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him  plunder  her 
"  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send  her  safe  up  to 
Delhi,  or  Agra,  and  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  furnish 
subsistence  for  her,  which  she  shall  possess  with 

"  safety 
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^  safety  and  honour,  though  it  carinot  be  adeqtfate 
"  to  her  rank.-^This,  Sir,  is  a  most  exact  detail  of 
"  the  conversation. (as  far  a3  related  to  that  affair) 
^'  on  the  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee-  Cawn.  On  my 
part  I  could  only*  say,  that  I  imagined  the  affair 
was  misrepresented,  and  that  I  should  \iTite  as 
"  he  requested.  Let  me  therefore  request  that 
*^  you  will  enable  roe  to  answer,  in  a  more  effec- 
^  tual  manner,  any  further  questions  on  this  «ub- 
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"  As  Mirza  ShufFee's  grandfather  was  brother 
^*  to  Sufdar  Jung,  there  can  be ,  no  cioubt  of  what 
*'  bis  declaration  means;  and  if  this  measure  of 
**  dismissing  the  old  Begum  should  be  persisted  in, 
^*  I  should  not,  from  the  state  of  aflftiirs,  and  the 
**  character  of  the  Amir  ul  Omrah,  be  surprised 
^*  at  some  immediate  and  violent  resolution  bein|[ 
*^  adopted  by  him." 

LXXXIII.  ' 

That  Mirza  Shuflfee,  mentioned  in  this  corre- 
spondence, (who  has  since  been  murdered)  was  of 
near  kindred^  to  the  lady  in  question  (grandmother 
to  the  Nabob),  was  resident  in  a  province  imme- 
diately adjoining  to  the  province  of  Oude/  and  jfrom 
pmasaity  of  sitiiiBLtaon  and  maroess  of  connexion, 

was 
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was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  concerning  his 
female  relations  from  the  best  autiiority. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  Resident  Bristow,  on  receiving  this  let- 
ter,- did  apply  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an 
explanation  of  the  Nabob  s  intentions,  who  denied 
that  the  Nabob  intended  more  than  a.visit  of  duty 
.and  ceremony ;  which,  whatever  his  dispositions 
might  have  been,  and  probably  were,  towards  his 
own  mother,  \yas  not  altogether  probable,  as  it 
was  well  known  that  he  was  on  very  bad  term* 
with  the  mother  of  his  father ;  and  it  appeai*s  that 
intentions  of  a  similar  nature  had  been  before  m^* 
nifested  even  with  regard  to  his  own  mother>  and 
therefore  obtained  the  more  easy  credit  concerning 
the  other  women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  especially 
as  the  evil  designs  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were 
abundantly  known ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings, 
upon  whom  he  did  wholly  depend,  continued  to 
recommend  '^  the  most  effectual,  that  is,  the  most 
"  violent,  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  small  re- 
'^  mains  of  his  extorted  demand."  But  although  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  Resident  did  give  credit' 
to  the  said  report,  yet  the  effect  of  the  same  on  the 
minds  of  the  neighbouring  princes  did  make  it 
proper  and  necessary  to  direct  a  strict  inquiry  into 
the  same,  which  was  Bot  done;  and  it  does  not 

appear 
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pear  that  any  further  inquiry  was  made  into  th« 
true  motives  for  this  projected  journey  toFyzabad, 
nor  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn^ 
^ilthough  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew  tbait 
all  the  acts  of  the  Nabob  and  his  principal  mini&- 
ters  were  constantly  attributed  to  him;  and  that  i4 
vizs  known  that  secret  agents,  as  well  as  the  Com- 
pany's regular  agent,  were  employed  by  him  at 
Lucknow  and  other  places. 

I 

LXXXV.  \ 

That  the  said  Hastings,  who  did,  on  pret^ct 
of  the  majesty  of  justice,  refuse  to  inquire  into  the 
charges  made  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude,  in  justification  oi  the  violence  offered 
to  them,  did  voluntarily  and  of  his  owh  accord 
make  himself  an  accuser  of  the  Resident  Middleton 
for  the  want  of  a  literal  execution  of  his  orders  in 
the  plans  of  extortion  and  rapine  aforesaid ;  th«  ' 
criminal  nature,  spirit,  and  tendency,  of  the  said 
proceedings,  for  the  defective  execution  of  which 
he  brought  the  said  charge,  appearing  in  the  de- 
fence or  apology  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  tlie  Re- 
sident, for  his  temporary  and  short  forbearances. 

Lxxxvr. 

'^  It  could,  not,  I  flatter  myself,  be  termed  m 
'Vjbng  or  unwarrantable  delay  (two  days)  when 
''  the  importaace  of  the  busine^,  and  the  peculiar 

^   y    . ,  embarrassmentB 
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•'  embarraasmertts  attending  the  prosecution  of  it 
"  to  ks  diesired  end  are  jconsidered.     The  Nabob 
**  was  ion  to  the  fiegum,  whom  we, were  to  pro- 
^  ceed  against ;  a  son  against  a  mother  must  at 
^  least  save  appearances  in  his  mode  of  proceeding. 
***  — ^The  produce  of  his  negotiation  was  to  be  re- 
'**  ceived  by  the  Company.     Receiving  a  benefit, 
"  accompanying   the    Nabob,   withdrawing  their 
^  protection,  were  circumstances  sufficient  to  ma7*k 
^  the  English  as  the  principal  movers  in  this  busi- 
**  ness.    At  a  Court,  where  no  opportunity  is  lost 
**  to  throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an  occasion 
'**  was  not  missed  to  persuade  the  Nabob  that  we 
'^^  instigated  him  to  dishonour  fais  femily  for  our 
•*  benefit.     The  impressions  made  by  these  sug- 
•*  gestions  constantly  retarded  the  progress,  and 
'  •*  more  than  once  actually  broke  off  the  business ; 
^'  which  rendered  the  utmost  caution  on  my  part 
'^  necessary,  especially  as  I  had  no  assbtance  to 
**  ejtpect  from  tlie  ministers,  who  could  not  openly 
• "  move  in  the  business.     In  the  East,  it  fa  well 
known,  that  no  man,  either  by  hinoiseif  or  his 
troops,  can  enterthe  walls  of  a  Zenana,  scarcely 
in  the  case  of  acting  against  an  open  enemy, 
**  much  less  of  an  ally  ; — an  allt/  acting  against 
"  Ids  atcn  mother.    The  outer  walls,  and  the  Be- 
gum's agents,  were  all,  that  w^re  liable  to  imine- 
diate- attack;  they  weo'e  dealt wvtb, and  success- 
fully) as  the.^^nt  pro¥ed«-''^UeJ|pd  liofore 

observed 
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observed  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correi^KHidence, 
what  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  true,  ''  that 
*^  no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted  could 
*^  be  used  against  females  in  that  country ;  where 
^-  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not  spared.— 
'^  That  the  place  of  concealment  was  only  known 
'^  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could  not  be  drawn 
^  out  of  the  women's  apartments,  where  tibey  had 
^'  taken  refuge,  and  from  which,  if  an  attempt  had 
*<  been  nuide  to  storm  them,  they  might  escape ; 
"  and  Uie  secret  of  the  money  being  known  only 
^f  to  them,  it  was  necessary  to  get  their  persons 
"  into  his  hands,  which  could  be  obtained  by 
**  negotiation  only." — The  Resident  concluded  his 
defence  by  declaring  his  '^  hope,  that  if  the  main 
object  of  his  orders  was'  fulfilled,  he  should  be 
no  longer  held  criminal  for  a  deviation  from  the 
precise  letter  of  them." 


LXXXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  enter  a  reply 
to  this  answer,  in  support  of  hid  criminal  charge, 
ccB3tinuing  to  insist,  ^^  that  his  orders  ought  to  have 
'*  been  literally  obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny 
limt  the  above  difficjilties  occurred,  and  the  ebove 
consequences  must  have  been  the  result;  and 
though  the  reports  of  the  military  officers,  charged 
lekh  tlie  eneci^ion  of  his  commission,  confirmed 
the  moral  impossibility,  as  well  as  inutility  in  point 
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of  prbBt,  of  forcing  a  son  to  greater  violence  and 
rigour  against  hb  mother. 

LXXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  after  all  the  acts  afore- 
Swd,  did  presume  to  declare  on  record,  in  his  ^ 
Minute  of  tlie  23d  September  1783,  "thatwhat- 
"  ever  may  happen  of  the  events,  which  he  dreads/ 
**  in  (he  train  of  affairs  now  subsisting,  be  shall  at 
**  least  receive  this  consolation  under  them,  that 
*^  he  used  his  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  them  ;* 
and  that  in  the  annals  of  the  nations  of  India, 
which  have  been  subjected  to  the  British  do-* 
'*  minions,  HE  shall  not  be  remembered  among 
'*  their  oppressors.'^  And,  speaking  of  certain 
alleged  indignities  offered  to  the  Nabob' of  Qude, 
^nd  certain  alleged  suspicions  of  bis  authority  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  his  household,  he  the' 
said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  Minute,  endeavour 
to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  nation,  severely 
animadverting  on  such  offences,  making  use  of  tliQ 
-following  terms:  "  If  there  be  a  spark  of  gene- 
"  rous  virtue  in  the  breasts  of  any  of  my  country- 
*^  men,  who  shall  be  the  readers  of  this  compila- 
"  tion,  this  letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the 
'*  Nabob]  shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to  awaken 
**  it  to  the  call  of  vengeance  against  so  flagitious 
'*  an  abuse  of  autliority,  and  reproach  to  thtti 
^  British  name." 

•     -  -  .  » •  •  • 
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Trom  her  Excdkncy  the  B/unv  Begum  to  Mr. 
Bristow,  Resident  at  the  Viziers  Court. 

t 

THERE  is  no  necessity  to  jvrite  to  you  by  way 
of  information  a  detail  of  my  sufferings.  From 
€ommon  report,  and  the  intelligence  of  those^  wBor 
are  about  you,  the  account  of  them  will  have 
reached  your  ears :  I  will  here  relate  a  pajct  of 
them.  ; 

.  After  the  death  of  Suja  Dowla,  most  of  his  un- 
grateful servants  were  constantly  labouring  to  gratify- 
their  enmity;  but  finding  from  the  firm  and  sincere 
ffiendship,  which  subsisted  between  ipe  and  the 
English,  that  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes 
was  frustrated,  they  formed  the  design  of  occasion? 
ing  a  breach  in  that  alliance,  to  ensure  their  own 
success.  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  my  soti  Asuf 
ul  Dowla  had  formerly  threatened  to  seize  my 
Jaghire  ;  but  upon  producing  the  treaty  signed  by 
you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr.  M iddleton,  he  inter- 
fered, and  prevented  the  impending  evil. — The 
conspiration  now  framed  an  accusation  against  nle 
of  a  conduct,  which  I  never  had  conceived  even  irj 
idea,  of  rendering  assistance  to  Rajah  Cheit  Sing^ 
The  particulars  are  as  follow: — my  son  Asuf  ul 
Dowla  and  hi^  ministers,  with  troops,  and  a  trai^ 
df  artillery^  accompajiied  Sy  Mr.  Middletpn,  on  thf 

G  2  i6th 


S4  iintett%  OF  cHARox 

l6th  of  the  month  of  Mohururo,  arrived  at  Fyza« 
bad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore  of  rupees. 
At  dny  Inability  to  pay  so  vast  a  sum  was  maxd^ 
fest,  I. produced  the  treaty  yoii  signed  and  gave 
m^j  but  to  no  effect ;  their  hearts  were  determined 
iH^oh  V^eace.  1  offered  my  son  Asuf  ul  Dowla, 
WhOs^  wiU  is  dearer  to  kne  than  all  my  riches^  6t 
tVtn  lift  itself f  whatever  money  and  goods  I 
^ss^ssed  of;  but  an  amicable  adjustmeM 
^t  worth  accepting ;  he  demanded  the  delivering 
up  the  forti  and  the  recall  of  the  troops,  that  were ' 
ttktioMd  fo)r  the  preservbg  the  peace  of  the  ci^\ 
To  me  tumult  and  discord  appeared  unnecessary. 
I  gave  up  these  pomtSi  upon  which  they  seized 
tpbn  niy  head  euimchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and 
Behar  Ally  Cami,  and  sent  them  to  Mn  Middle* 
ttm^  after  having  obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for 
fcixty  lacks  of  ^rupees ;  they  were  thrown  into  prison^ 
luitfa  fettets  Itbout  their  feet,  and  denied  food  and 
^A&,  I,  %ho  had  tieter  even  in  my  dreams  ex« 
i>erienced  such  an  oppression,  gave  up  ail  I  had  to 
preserve  my  honour  and  dignity ;  but  ii&s  would 
hot  satisfy  dieir  demands;  they  chained  me  with 
a  rupee  and  a  half  battrn  upon  each  Mohur,  and 
bn  this  account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount 
of  %ix  lacks  some  thousand  rupees,  and  sent  l^fejor 
Gilpin  to  exact  tire  payment  Major  Gilpin,  ac- 
cording to  orders,  at  first  waa  importunate ;  bul 
fteing  a  man  bf  experience  and  of  a  benevofent 

disposition. 
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dispositiQn,  when  he  was  convinced  of  iiiy<  want  of 
tneatis,  he  changed  his  conduct,  anc^  waa  wiUing  to 
apply  to  the  SbrolFs  and*  Bankers  to  lend,  me  the 
money.  But  with  the  losa  of  my.  Jia^ires  nj 
credit  was  sunk ;  I  could  npt  raise  tha  sum;  at  laa^ 
feeling  my  helpless  situation,  I  ccdlected  my  waidt 
robe  and  furniture,  to  the  aaoount  of  about  thma 
lacks  of  rupees,  besides  fifty  thousand  rupees,  whiffJi 
I  borrowed  from  one  place  or  pthf  r,  and  seat  Ma^ 
jor  Gilpin  with  it  to  Lucknow.  My  sufimngs  did 
not  terminate  here.  The  disturbances  of  Colonel 
Hannay  and  Mr.  Gordon  were  made  a  pretence  % 
aeizing  my  Jaghire.  The  state  of  the  matter  is 
t}fi8  :  when  Colonel  Hannay  was  by  Mr.  Hastiogi 
ordered  to  march  to  fienares  during  the  troubles 
of  Cheit  Sing,  the  Colonel,  who  had  plundered  the 
tph$le  country,  was  incapable  (^  preoetSng^  fam^ 
the  union  of  thousands  of  Zendndars,  who  ha^stiml 
Jhis favourable  opportunity  ;  they  bamased  Mr.  Coi> 
don  near  Junivard,  and  the  Zemipdars  pf  ^at  place 
and  AcberpcHre  opposed  his  march  trgin  thence,  dl 
he  arrived  near  Sanda.  As  the  Sanda  Nutta,  from 
its  overflowing,  was  difficult  to  crosa  withauta  boa^ 
'Mr.  Gordon  sent  to  the  Fouadar  to  supply  hipi  c 
he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  m  the  nyer,  but 
woold,  according  to  ord^s,  assist  bim  as  spon  as 
possible.  Mr.  Gordon's  situation  would  not  ad» 
mit  of  his  waiting ;  he  forded  the  Nutta  upon  his 
elephant,  and  was  hospitably  entertained  and  pro- 

^  3  tected 
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tected  by  the  Fouzdar  for  six  days.  In  the  mean 
dine  a  letter  was  received  by  me  from  Colon^ 
Uannay,  desiring  me  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fy- 
)^bad.  As  my  friendship  for  the  English  was 
fllways  sincere,  I  readily  complied,  and  sent  some 
companies  of  Nejeebs  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon,  and 
all  his  effects,  to  Fyzabad ;  where,  having  provided 
for.  his  entjertainment,  I  effected  his  junction  with 
Colonel  Hannay.  The  letters  of  thanks  I  re^ 
ceived  from  both  these  gentlemen  upon  this  occa- 
sion are  still  in  my  possession  ;  copies  of  which  I 
gave  in  charge  to  Major  Gilpin,  to  be  delivered  to 
Mr  Middleton,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  the 
.Governour-General.  To  be  brief,  those  who  have 
loaded  me  with  accusations,  are  now  clearly  con^ 
dieted  of  falsehood.  .  But  is  it  not  extraordinary, 
vHOt withstanding  the  justness  of  my  cause, .  that 
nobody  relifeves  my  misfortunes  ?  Why  did  Major 
Gilpin  return  without  effect  ? 
5:  My  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to 
Heaven  foV  your  arrival;  report  has  announced 
it ;  for  wluch  reason  I  have  taken  up  the  pen,  and 
^quest  you  will  not  place  implicit  confidence  in 
my  accusers,  but,  weighing  in  the  scale  of  justice 
.their  falsehoods  and  my  i^presentations,  you  will 
^xert  your  in0oence  in  putting  a  period  to  the  mis- 
fortunes,  with  which  1  am  overwbelnied. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Cdlonel  Harmay  to  Jewdr 
Ally  Camn  and  Bahar  Ally  Cozen. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly 
letter,  fraught  with  benevolence;  and  whatever 
favours  you,  my  friends,  have  been  pleased  to 
confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  afforded  me  th^ 
greatest  pleasure. 

Placing  ia  firm  reliance  on  yout  friendship,  I 
am  in  expectation  that  the  aforesaid  gentlenian, 
-with  his  baggage,  will  arrive  at  Fyzabad  in  safety, 
that  the  same  may  oblige  and  aflbrd  satisfaction 
to  me. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  is  enclosed  to  you-^ 
I  am  in  expectation  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a 
cover,  to  the  Aumil  oi  Saunda^  to  the  end  that  the 
Aumil  may  forward  it  to  the  abovementioned 
gentleman*  and  procure  his  reply.  Whenever  the 
answer  arrives  let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolas  Roy, 
who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

Always  rejoice  me  by  a  fe(V  lines  respecting 
your  health  (Continue  to  honour  me  with  your 
correspondence). 


♦         ' 


«  4 
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C<^  (f  0  Later  from  Colonel  Htmnayi  to  Jewar 

(jmd  Bahar  Jtin  Cawn. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  inckilgient  friendsi  remain 
under  the  protection  of  God. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  ac^ 
companied  by  an  honorary  letter  from  the  Begum 
Saib,  of  exacted  dignity,  and  enclosiag  a  letter  fixMsi 
Mjr.  Gordon,  sent  through  your  Hircacahs,  <^liged 
and  rejcMced  me. 

With  respect  to  what  you  communicaAe  regMdr 
ing  your  not  having  received  an  aa^w^r  to  yoor 
friendly  epistle,  I  became  perfectly  astonished^  as 
a  reply  was  written  from  Mohadree ;  it  may  be 
*owing  to  the  danger  of  the  road  that  it  never 
arrived ;  not  to  the  smallest  neglect  on  my  »de 
(or  of  mine). 

I  now  send  two  letters  to  you ;  one  by  the  Dawk 
people,  and  the  second  by  one  of  my  Hircarah^ 
(who  will  present  them  to  you),  which  yo9  certainly 
will  receive. 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased  witii 
the  friendship  you  have  shown. 

You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy  con^ 

cerning  Mr.  Gordon. — Verily,  from  the  kindness  of 

you,  my  indulgent  friends,  my  heart  is  quite  easy. 

You  also  observed  and  mentioned,  that  as  Mr. 

19  Gordon'i. 


Gordon  s  coining  with  those  attached  to  him  (pro« 
bably  his  Sepoys  and. others)  might  be  attended 
nrfth  difficulty,  if  I  approvcdi  he  should  be '  invited 
alone  to  Fyzabad. — My  friends,  I  place  my  ex- 
pectation entirely  upon  your  friendsliips,  and  leave 
it  to  you  to  adopt  the  manner,  in  which  the  said 
gentleman  may  arrive  in  security  without  moles* 
tation  at  Fyzabad ;  but  at  the  same  time,  let  the 
plan  be  so  managed  that  it  may  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  any  Zemindars;  in  this  case,  you 
are  men  of  discernment.  However,  he  is  to 
come  to  Fyzabad;  extend  your  assistance  and 
endeavours. 

It  is  probable  (hat  the  Begum  Saib^  of  higb 
dignity,  has  received  authentick  intelligence  from 
the  camp  at  Benares.     Favour  me  with  the  con- , 
tents  or  ptrrport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon's  letter  X  understand  that 
MirzaJmaum  Baklh,  whom  you  dispcdched  diither 
(Saunda)  has   and    still  continues  to  pay  great 

» 

attention  to  tltat  gentleman,   which  affords  me 
great  pleasure. 

An  answer  to  the  Begum  s  letter  is  to  be  pre* 
sented.  I  also  ^end  a  letter  for  Mr.  Gordon^  wiiich 
please  to  forward. 
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After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  nc^ 
quaint  you,  that  yesterday,  having  taken  leave  ol 
you,  I  passed  the  ntght  at  Noorgunge,  and  next 
momiiig  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  through  your 
favour  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe  at  Goondah ; 
Mur  Aboo  Buksh,  Zemindar,  and  Mur  Rustum 
Ally,  accompanied  me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  <^  yoo^ 
tny  beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Bein^ 
fer  this  bemgn,  compassionate,  humane  action, 
kave  you  in  his  keeping,  and  increase  your  piios* 
perity,  and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure  of  an 
interview.  Until  which  time  continue  to  favour 
me  with  friendly  letters,  and  oblige  noe  by  any 
ooinmafids  in  my  power  to  execute. 

May  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  success ! 

My  compliments,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

r 

Copjf  of  a  Letter  fr^m  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar 
AUif  Cmm  and  Bufiar  Ally  Cawn. 

Cawn  S]aib,  my  bdulgent  friends. 
Remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

After  compliments,  and  signifying  my  earnest 
desire  of  an  interview,  I  address  you. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  I 
had  tlie  pleasure  to  receive  in  a  propitious  hour, 
and  your  inexpressible  kmdness  in  sending  for  Mur 
Nassar  Ally  with  %  force  to  Saunda,  ibr  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  Mr.  Gorxlon,  wijli  aU  his  bag^ 
gage,  who  is  now  arrived  at  Fyzabad, 

Tliif 
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This  event  has  afforded  me  the'  most  excessive 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  May  the  Onnipoteoce 
preserve  you,  my  stedfast  firm  .friends.  The  pea 
of  friendship  itself  cannot  sufficiendy  express  yoor 
genenisity  and  benevolence,  and' that  of  the  Begum 
of  high  dignity,  who  so  graciously  has  interested 
hcfrself  in  this  matter.  Enclosed  is  an  address  fiar 
her,  which  please  to  forward.  I  hope  from  yoof 
friendship,  until  we  meet,  you  will  coniinue  to 
honour  me  with  an  account  of  your  health  and 
welfiure.  ^  What  further  can  I  write? 


seseta 


V.    REVOLUTIONS  m  FARRUCKABAD;, 


I. 

T  H  A  T  a  prince  called  Ahmed  Kh^n  was  of  a 
family  amongst  the  most  distinguished  in  Hindos- 
tan,  and  of  a  nation  famous  through  that  empire 
for  its  valour  iu  acquiring,  and  its  policy  and  pru- 
dence in  well  governing,  the  territories  it  had  ac*- 
quired,  called  the  Patans,  or  Afghans,  of  which 
the  Rohillas  were  a  branch.  The  said  Ahmed 
KhiLn  had  fixed  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Far* 
ruckabad,  and  in  the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in 
India  the  said  Ahmed  KliAn  attached  himsqlf  to 

the    Company  against   Sujah    Dowla^    then   aa 

eneihy^ 
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enemy»  now  a  dependent  on  that  Company.  Ah- 
B)ed„  Khan,  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  was  dis-* 
possessed  of  a  large-  part  of  hi^  dominions  by  the 
prevalence  of  the  Mahratta  power  ^  but  his  son,  a 
minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  and  to  the 
remainder  of  his  dominions.  The  Mahrattas  were 
expelled  by  Sujah  ul  Dowia,  the  late  Vizier,  who 
finding  a  want  of  the  services  of  the  son  and  sue* 
cessor  of  Ahmed  KhsLn,  called  Mouzaffer  Jung, 
did  not  only  guaranty  him  in  the  possession  of 
what  he  then  actually  held,  but  engaged  to  restore 
all  the  other  territories  which  had  been  occupied 
hjf  the  Mahrattas:  and  this  was  confirmed,  by 
repeated  treaties  and  solemn  oaths,  by  the^  late 
Vizier  and  by  the  present;  but  neither  the  late 
nor  the  present  Vizier  fulfilled  their  engagements, 
or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  having  with- 
held what  he  had  stipulated  to  restore,  and  the 
latter  not  only  subjecting  him  to  a  tribute,  instead 
of  restoring  him  to  what  his  father  had  unjustly 
withheld,  but,  having  made  a  farthisr  invasion  by 
depriving  him  of  fifteen  of  his  districts,  levying 
the  tribute  of  the  whole  on  the  little,  that  remained  j 
and  putting 'the  small  remains  of  his  territori^ 
under  a  sequestrator  or  collector  appointed  by 
Almas  Ali  Khan,  who  did  grievously  afflict  and 
oppress  the  prince  and  territory  aforesaid. 

That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  frequently 

represented  to  Warren  Hastmgs,  Esquire,  be  did 

-       -  suggest 
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snuggest  a  doubt,  whether  ^^  that  little  ought  to  tm 
**  still  subject  to  tribute/'  iudicating  that  tlie  said 
tribute  might  be  hard  and  inequitable ;  but  what^ 
ever  its  justice  might  have  been,  that  '^  from  the 
*^  earliest  period  of  pur  connexion  witii  the  present 
^^  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  had  invariably  continued  a* . 
^  part  of  the  funds  assigned  by  his  Excellency  z» 
''  a  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  the  several 
publick  demands  of  this  Govemmait  (Calcutta)* 
upon  him ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  power» 
the  Board  deemed  it  expedient  to  vest  in  the" 
Resident  at  his  court,  for  the  collection  of  the 
"  Company's  assignments,  a  Sezauwil  [a  seques- 
trator]  has  always  been  stationed  io  enforce  by 
every  means  in  his  power  the  payment  of  tiie 
V  tribute."  And  the  said  tribute  was,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the  Na- 
bob,  but  to  the  British  Resident  at  Oude ;  anfl  the 
same  being  therefore  under  the  direction,  and  for 
the  sole  use,*  of  the  Company,  and  indeed  the 
prince  himself  wholly  dependent,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  said  Company  were  responsible  for  the 
protection  of  the  prince,  and  for  the  good  govera- 
ment  of  the  country. 

n. 

.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  tlie  22d 
qf  May  1780,  represent  to  the  Board  of  Calcutta 
the  condition  of  the  said  country  in  the  following 
mapner: 

"To 
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•  ^*  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  ragukrity,  or 
'f  authority  in  his  government  (the  Famiekabad 
^  Government)  among  other  okeiou$  causes^  it  may, 
^  no  doubt,  be  oi^ng,  that  the  country  of  Farruck- 
^  abad  is  become  an  almost  entire  wastCj  Without 
'^  oUltifcbtiony  or  inhabitants;  that  the  capital,  which 
*^  but  a  v^  short  time  ago  was  distinguished  as 
'^  one  of  the  mosiptyndous  and  optUent  commercial 
^cities  in  HindOstan,  at  present  exhibits  nothing 
^  hut  scenes  of  the  most  wretched  poverty,  deso- 
^  latim^  and  misery:  and  the  Nabob  himself^ 
^  though  in  possession  of  a  tract  of  country,  which, 
^  with  only  common  care,  is  notoriously  capable 
^  of  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  between  thirty 
^  and  forty  lacks  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand 
*^  pounds)  with  no  military  establishment  to  main- 
^tain^  scarcely  commanding  the  means  of  bare  sub- 
^  sistence.^  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  taking 
ihto  consideration  the  said  state  of  the  countiy, 
and  its  prince,  and  that  the  latter  had  *^  preferred 
**  ;^e5«e«/ C(wip/fli«^/' (which  complaints  the  said 
^  Hasting  to  that  time  did  noi  lay  before  the 
**  Board,  as  his  duty  required)  "  o/" /A^  hardships 
**  and  indignities^  to  which  he  is  subjected  by  the 
**  conduct  of  the  Sezauwil  {sequestrevtor]  stationed 
"  in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the 
*^  annual  tribute,  which  he  is  bound  by  treaty  to 
^  pay  to  the  Soubah  of  Oude;''  he,  the  said 
liastings,  did  declare  himself  ^'  extrenidy  deskl^us, 
"  as  well  from  motives  of  common  justice j-  as  '4kk! 
-   *  'a  regard 
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*'  regard  to  the  rank^  which  that  Chief  hMs  unumg 
**  the  Princes  of  HindostaTij  of  affording  him  relief/' 
And  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  means  of 
the.ssud  relief,  did,  mth  the  consult  of  the  Board, 
order  the  said  native  sequestrator  to  be  removed^ 
and  ah  £nglish  Resident,  a  servant  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  be  appointed  in  his  room,  declaring,  "  he 
'*  understood  a  local  interference  to  be  indis^ 
"  pensably  necessary  for  realizing  the  Vizier's  just 
**  demands." 

III. 

That  the  said  native   sequestrator  being  with- 
drawn, and  a  Resident  appointed,  no  complaint 
whatever  concerning  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  the  prince  of  the 
country,  or  oppression  of  his  subjects  by  the  said 
Resident,  was  made  to  the  superiour  Council  at 
Calcutta;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  ne- 
vertheless,  in  a  certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
treaty  made  at  Chunar  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude 
on  the  ]C)tbof  September  1781,  at  the  request  of 
the  said   Nabob,   consent  to  an  article  therein, 
^  that  no  English  Resident  be  appointed  to  Far- 
"  ruckabad,  and  that  the  present  be  recalled  ,*"  and 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude  was  ill  affected  towards   the  said 
Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  that  he  was  already 
jiupposed  to  ^lave  oppressed  hinr,  did  justify  his 
TOL.  XII.  ^  conduct 
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conduct  on  the  principles,  and  in  the  words  kU 
lowing ;  "  that  if  the  Nabob  Mozaifer  Jung  musi 
**  endure  oppression,  (and  I  dare  not  at  this  time 
'^  propose  his  total  relief)  it  concerns  the  reputation 
'^  of  our  Gov'ernment  to  remove  our  participation 
^'  in  it.''  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  making 
recording,  and  acting  upon  the  first  of  the  said  false 
and  inhuman  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to  this 
nation,  namely,  that  princes  paying  money  wholly 
for  the  use  of  tlie  Company,  and  directly  to  its 
agent,  for  the  maintenance  of  British  troops^  by 
whose  force  and  power  the  said  revenue  was  in 
eftect  collected,  must  of  necessity  endure  oppres- 
sion, and  that  our  Government  at  any  time  dare 
not  propose  their  total  relief,  was  an  high  offence 
and  misdemeanor  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  and 
the  rather,  because  jn  the  said  treaty,  as  well  as 
before  and  after,  the  said  Hastings,  w  ho  pretended 
not  to  dare  to  relieve  those  oppressed  by  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  did  assume  a  complete  authority  over  the 
said  Nabob  himself,  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 

IV. 

That  the  second  principle  assumed  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  as  a  ground  for  voluntarily  aban- 
doning the  protection  of  those,  whom  he  had  before 
undertaken  to  relieve,  on  the  sole  strength  of  his 
tmn  authority,  and  in  full  confidence  of  the  lawful 
foundation  thereof,   and  for  delivering  over  the 

persons 
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persons  so  taken  into  protection,  under  false  names 
and  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppression, 
asserting  that  the  reputation  of  the  Company  was 
saved  by  removing  this  apparent  participation, 
when  the  new,  as  well  as  the  old  arrangements  were 
truly  and  substantially  acts  of  tlie  British  Govern- 
ment, was  disingenuous,  deceitful,  and  used  to 
cover  unjustifiable  designs,  since  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  well  knew,  that  all  oppressions  exercised 
by  the  Nabob  of  Oude  were  solely,  and  in  this 
instance  particularly,  upheld  by  British  force,  and 
were  imputed  to  this  nation ;  and  because  he  him- 
self, in  not  more  than  three  days  after  the  execution 
of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue  thereof,  did  direct  the 
British  Resident  at  Oude,  in  orders^  to  which  he  re- 
guired  his  most  impUcit  obedience,  "  that  the  mi^ 
**  nisters  (the  Nabob  of  Oude's  ministers)  are  to 
^'  choose  aU  Aumils  and  collectors  of  revenue  with 
"  your  concurrence/*  And  the  dbhonour  to  the 
Company  in  thus  deceitfully  concurring  in  oppres- 
sion,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bound  to  pre- 
vent, is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings's  receiving  from  the  person,  to  whose  op- 
pression he  bad  delivered  the  said  prince,  as  a 
private  ^ft  or  donation  to  himself,  and  for  his  own 
use,  a  sum  of  mpney,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
thousaad  pounds  and  upwards,  which  might  give 
just  ground  of  suspicidn,  that  the  said  gift  from  the 
oppressor  to  the  person  surrendering  the  pei^son 

H  2  injured 
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ifijured  \o  bis  mercy  npigbt  have  had  some  share 

ill  the  said  crimiwi  transaction. 

« 

V. 

Thsvt.the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  (in  the  p^pcr 
justifying;  the  said  surrender  of  the  prince,  put  by 
h^s^lf  under  tlie  protection  of  the  East-India 
Qoi^p^O^y)  assei%  ^^  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the 
".  Nabob.  Muzzattor  J[ui\g  (the  Naboh  of  Earruck- 
^  aba4)  is  equally  urgent  with  the  Nabob  Vizier 
";  for  the  removal  of  a  Resident,'*  without  pro- 
duco^,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  any  document 
tp  prove  his  improbable  assertion,  namely,  bis  as- 
seTtioa  that  the  oppressed  prince  did  apply  to  his 
lomwu  en^my  and  oppressor,  the  Nabob  oi  Oude, 
(^vho,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  to  relieve  him' 
against  tlie  will  of  the  English  Govergment)  rather 
than  to  that  English  Government,  wiiich  he  must 
liave  conceived  to  be  n^ore  impartial,  to  which  he 
h.atl  made  his  former  complahit,  and  which  was 
alone  able  tp  relieve  him. 


VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  in  the  said  writ- 
ing, did  further  convey  an  insinuation  of  an  an^bi*- 
giopuff,  but,  on  any  construction,  of  a:  suspicious  and 
dangerous  in^port;  viz.  "  it  is  2^  feet,  that.  Mr. 
Shees  (the  Resident  s)  authority  over  the  tei-ri- 
tory  of  Farruckabad  is  in  itself  as  ^luch  sub-. 
18    '  "  Y^rsive 


it 


IX 


AGATNST  WARREN   HASTINGS.  101 

•*  versive  of  that  (ef  the  Umful  rulers)  as  that  of 
*^  the  Vizier  s  Aumil  '(colltector)  ever  was,  arid  fe 
"  the  more  oppressive,  as  the  power  from  \vhencb 
"  it  is  derived  is  greater."  The  said  assertion 
proceeds  upon  a  suppositionr  of  the  illegaKty  both 
of  the  Nabob's  and  the  Cotojjany's  CiOv^rtiment '; 
all  consideration  of  the  title  to  authority  being 
tJierc^ft)fe  on  that  supposition  put  odt  of  th^  qu^&^ 
tion,  ^id  the  whole  turning  only  upori  thcJ  ererciSt 
v(  authority,  the  said  Hastings'^  sug2;feslI6n,  that 
the  oppression  of  governitient  Inust  be  in  proportiuft 
to  its  power,  is  tlie  result  of  a  false  and  dangetouS 
prihdple,  and  such  as  it  is  eriminiil  fbr  any  peisort 
fntrusrtfed  with  the  Jives  and  fortunes  of  rtien  to 
entertain,"  much  more  pubMckly  to  p!*ofe*  as  k 
rule  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a  direct  tendency 
to  make  the  new  and  powerful  Government  of  tliii 
kingdom  in  India  dreadful  to  the  natives,  and 
odious  to  the  world.  But  if  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings  did  mean  thereby  indirectly  to  insinuate,  that 
oppressions  had  been  actually  exercised  under  thi 
British  authority,  he  was  bound  to  Inquire  into  these 
oppressions,  and  to  animadvert  on  the  person 
guilty  of  the  same,  if  proof  thereof  could  be  had  ; 
dnd  the  more,  as  the  authority  was  given  by  fnfjv- 
ieff,  aiM  the  person  exercisnng  it  was  by  himself 
^Abo  named.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
on  another  occasion  assert,  that  '*  whether  they 
•*  were  well  or  ill  founded  he  never  had  an  oppor* 

ii  3  "  tuni^ty 
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^^  tunity  to  ascertain."  But  it  is.  not  true  diat  thev 
said  Hastings  did  or  could  want  such  opportu- 
nity ;  the  fact  being,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastiings 
did  never  cause  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any 
supposed  abuses,  during  the  said  Residency,  but 
did  pve  a  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a 
year  to  the  said  late  Resident,  as  a  compensatioa 
to  him  for  an  injury  received,  and  did  afterwards 
promote  the  Resident,  as  a  faithful  servant  of  tb? 
Company,  (and  nothing  appears  to  show  him  otber^ 
wise)  to  a  judicial  oiBce  of  high  trust;  thereby 
takincy  away  all  credit  from  any  grounds  asserted 
or  insinuated  by  the  said  Hasting?  for  delivering 
the  said  Nabob  of  Farruckabad  to  the  hand  of  a 
known  enemy  and  oppressor,  who  bad  already, 
contrary  to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  ^ 
large  part  of  his  temtorie^, 

VII. 

That  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  representa* 
tiori  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  to  the  Court  of 
Pirectors,  they  did  heavily  and  justly  censure  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  same,  and  did  cont 
vey  their  censure  to  him,  recommending  relief  to 
the  suffering  prince^  but  without  any  order  for  send* 
ing  a  new  Resident ;  being,  as  it  may  be  supposed^ 
prevented  from  taking  that  step  by  the  faith  of  tha 
treaty  made  at  Chunan 

VIII,  That 
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vm. 

That  all  the  oppressions  foreseen  by  him  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he  made  the  article 
aforesaid  in  the  trisaty  of  Chunar,  did  actually  hap* 
pen ;  for  immediately  on  the  removal  of  the  British 
Resident,  the  country  of  Farruckabad  was  sub- 
jected to  the  discretion  of  a  certain  native  manager 
of  revenue,  called  Almas.  All  KH^n,  who  did  im- 
poverish  and  oppress  the  country,  and  insiilt  the 
prince,  and  did  depnve  him  of  all  subMstence  from 
his  own  estates ;  taking  from  him  even  his  gardens^ 
and  the  tombs  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  funds  for 
maintaining  tlie  same. 

IX. 

That  on  complaint  of  those  proceedings  th6 
said  Hastings  did,  of  his  own  authority,  find  with- 
out communicating  with  his  Council,  direct  the 
Dative  collector  aforesaid  to  be  removed,  and  the 
territory  of  Farruckabad  to  be  left  to  the  sole  ma- 
nagement of  its  natural  prince.  But  in  a  short 
time  the  said  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive  niany 
complaints,  purporting  that  the  tribute  to  the  Nabob 
remained  lirholly  unpaid,  and  the  agent  to  the 
prince  of  Farruckabad  at  the  Presidency,  and 
afterwards  chief  manager  to  the  prince  aforesaid, 
having,  as tiie  said  Warren  Hastings  saith,  "had 
**  the  insolence  to  propagate  a  report,  that  the 

H  4  "  interference^ 
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"  interference,  to  which  his  master  owed  the  power 
"  he  then  enjoyed,  ww  purchased  through  him/* 
he  tliesaid.IIajstings  did  again  (but,  as  heforie,  with- 
out the   Council)  "  withdraw  his  protection  and 
"  interference  altogether"  on.  or  about  the  month 
of  August  1782,   and  did  signify  his  resolution, 
through  the   Resident  Middleton,   to  the  Nabob 
Vizier.     But  the  said  Hastings  asserts,  that  ^'  the 
^^  consequence  of  this  his  own  second  dereliction 
^^  of  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  was  w  aggr<toate4 
"  reneival  of  the  severities  exercised  against  hif 
"  government,  and  the  re-appoiijtment  of  a  Sezar 
"  wall,  with  powers  delegated,  or  assumed,  to.  the 
"  utter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  MuzufFer  Jun§ 
''  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means  of  sub- 
'*  sistence."  .  And  the.  sdid  Hastings  did  receive, 
.on  the  16th  of  February  1783,  from  the  prince 
aforesaid,  a  bitter  complaint  of  the  same  to  the 
following  teuour : 

'^  The  miseries,  whiotx  have  fallen  upoa  my 
country,  and  the  .poverty  and  distress  wlwlii 
have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the  re-appoint* 
ment  of  the  Sezawall,  are  such,  tl^t  a  relatioa 
of  them  would,  I  am  convinced,,  excite  the 
strongest  feelings  of  compassion  in  your  breast  ' 
But  it  is  impossible  t9  rqlate  them;  on  one  sid^ 
my  country  ruined,  and  uncultiverfjed  to  a  degste 
^  of  desolation^  which  exceeds  all  descr4>lion ;  oi| 
''  the  other,,  my  domestick  concerns  and  connexions 

"  involvfsd 
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''  kwotoed  in  such  u  state  of  distress  jand  herrowtj 
^^  thnt  even  the  rdaiiohs^  the  chiUrmy  andihcwhes 
^^  ^^^/^/t^9  are  stareing  in  %oant  cf  iailp  trendy 
^'  and  are  en  the  point  of  flying  voluntary  exiks 
"  Jram  their  country^  and  from  each  vther'' 

But  although  the  said  Hastings  did^  onr  the  r6di 
of  Februai*y/ recme  and  adorit  the  justice  of  thts 
aaid  coBoiplatnt,  and  did.  not  deny  the  urgent  nece!^- 
sitj  of  tedresa,  tlie  said  iettear  coatainbg  the  M- 
lowing  sentence,  '^  if  there  should  be  Miny  deiay  in 
*^  jotir  acceptance  of  thb  proposal^  my  existence 
^^  and  the  existence  ofmyfarmlymU  becbme  Affiatk 
^^  anrf  doubtful  /'--^and  aMiougb  he  did  admit  the 
interfofence  to  be  the  niote  urgent^  denianded, 
88 .'the  services  of  the  Engiflifa  troops*  ha^e  been 
added  to  enforce  the  antbcnity  of  the  SezawdUy^ 
aad'  alfebough  be  admits  aha,  that  ersn  before  that 
tune  anila^  complaints  and  applicatrcav  had  beet 
made,  yet  he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  comi^ 
plaint)  .a  Miiiiile  of  which  be  asserts'  be  had^  at  Olr 
about  that  time,  prepaited  fof  the  relief  of  the  su^ 
ferer,  from  the  Board  of  jCouaciK  and  did  not  s6 
mach  as  propose  any  thing  relatire  to  the  same 
ibr  seven  months  affeel-^  viz.  until  the  6th  of  Octo^ 
bar  1783 ;  (iie  said  letter  and  minute  being;  as  b^ 
asserts,  ^^mthkeld,  from  causes  ndt  necessary  to 
''  mejHion^  from  presentation."  By  whicli  means 
the  said  country  and  prince  did  suffer  a  long  com 
tUMtance  of  unnecessary  hardship)  for  which  the 

said 
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said  Hastmgs  confessed  it  was  his  duty  to  relieve 
them^  and  that  a  British  Resident  was  necessary 
at  Farruckabad  '^  from  a  sense  of  submission  to  the 
^  implied  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their 
^*  letter  of  1 783,  lately  receired,  added  to  the  con- 
«  'oiction  J  have  LONG  SINCE  entertamed  of 
•"  the  necessity  of  such  an  appointment  for  thepre^ 
^'  sanation  of  pur  national  credit^  and  the  meanB 
"  of  rescuing  an  ancient  and  re^ctable  family 
"  from  ruin." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  lengtfi 
perform  what  he  thought  had  long  since  been  ne- 
cessary, and  in  contradiction  to  his  engagements 
witli  the  Nabob  in  tlie  treaty  of  Chunar;  and 
against  his  strong  remonstrances,  urging  his  humt- 
Uation  from  this  measure,  and  the  faith  of  the 
agreement,  and  against  his  own  former  dedaratiot^ 
that  it  concerned  the  reputation  of  our  Government 
to  remove  our  participation  in  the  oppressions^ 
which  he,  the  said  Hastings,  supposed  the  prince 
of  Farruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once  rnone  re« 
commend  to  the  Council  a  British  Resident  at 
Farruckabad,  and  the  withdrawing  the  native  Se* 
jsewall ;  no  course  being  left  to  the  said  Hasting! 
to  take,  which  was  not  a  violation  of  some  engage* 
ment,  and  a  contradictiop  to  some  principle  of 
justice  and  policy  by  him  deliberately  advanced,  and 
entered  on  record. 

That  Air.  Wilies  being  appointed  Re^dent,  and 

having 
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•having  arrived  at  Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  Fe- 
braary  1784,  with  instructioas  to  inquire  minutely 
into  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  ruling  family, 
he,  the  said  Resident  WiUes,  in  obedience  thereto, 
did  fully  explain  to  him,  the  Govemour-Genoral, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (he  being  then  out  of  the 
Ckmipany  8  provinces,  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation, 
which  respected  this  very  country  as  part  of  the 
dependencies  of  Oude)  the  situation  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Farruckabad ;  but  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  not  take  or  recommend  any  measure  what* 
soever  for  the  relief  thereof  in  consequence  of  the 
said  representation ;  nor  even  communicate  to  the 
Council-General  the  said  representation ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  28th  of  June  1 783,  that  is,  six 
teen  months  from  the  arrival  of  the  Resident  at  hit 
ftation,  that  any  thing .  was  laid  before  the  Board 
zelative  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  the  distusssed 
ccmntry  aforesaid,  and  that,  not  from  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  Members  of.  the 
Council ;  which  purposed  neglect  of  duty,  joined  to 
die  preceding  wilful  delay  of  seven  months  in  pro* 
posing  the  said  relief  originally,  caused  near  two 
years'  delay.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is 
further  culpable  in  not  communicating  to  the  Coun- 
cil Board  the  order,  which  he  had  of  bis  own  author 
rity,  and  without  any  powei>  from  them,  given  to 
the  said  Resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  prevent 
tb^m  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract 

the 
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the  ill  effects  of  the  said  order ;  which  order  por^ 
ported  thmt  tine  said  Willes  was  not  to  int^ifere  with 
the  Nabob-  of  Farruckabad's  Governmeiit,  for  the 
regulation  of  which  be  was  in  effect  a^ipoititfed  to 
the  Residency;  declaring  as  follows:  *^  1  rely 
"  mach  on  your  moderation  and  good  judgment, 
.**  which  I  hops  will  enable  you  to  regulate  your 
'^  conduct  towards  the  Nabob  and  his  sero(mt$  m 
^^  such  a  manner^  that  xvithout  interfering  m  the 
^*  executhepart  of  his  ^mrnment  you  may  render 
^'  him  essentiat  ser?ice  by  your  council  amicuhieef* 
And' this  restriction  th6  said  Hastings  did  iffipcse, 
which  totally  frustrated  ,the  purpose  of  the  Rest*- 
^dent  s  mission,  though  lie  well  knew,  and  bad  fire^ 
quentiy  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  and  weakness 
^f  ttie  said  Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  his  subject- 
tion  to  unworthy  servants.  And  in  the  Minute  of 
Consultation,  upon  which  he  founded  ttm  appoin6- 
iimenty  be  did  Stsfte  the  Naf>ob  of  Farrtickabad  '<  as 
^^  a  weak  and  unexperienced  young  man,  who  had 
*'  abandoned  himself  enth^ly  to  tl>e  disci'etton  df 
"  his  servants;  and  the  restoi'ation  of  his  indepen- 
^  dence  was  followed  bv  a  total  breach  of  i6e 
^  engagements  he  had  promised  to  fulfil,  Mtended 
"  by  pointed  instances  of  contumacy  and  dis»- 
^  respect."  And  in  the  said  Minirte  (he  siiA 
Hastings  adds  (as  before  mentifened)  his  principal 
servant  and  manager  had  propagated  a  report,  that 
the  "  interjerenee,  (namely  bis  the  said  Hasrittgs  s 

"  interference) 
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^  interference)  to  which  his  master  owed  the  power 
"  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by  him/'  the 
principal  servant  afiDresaid ;  yet  he,  tlie'  said  Hast* 
ings,  who  had  assigned  on  record  the  character  of 
the  said  Nabob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  servants, 
and  the  aibresaid  report  of  his  principal  servant,  so 
highly  dishonourable  to  liim  the  said  Hastings,  as 
reasons  for  taking  away  the  independency  of  the 
Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting  him  to 
the  oppression  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude's  officer,  Al- 
mar  AH,  did  agcdn  establish  the '  pretended  inde* 
peodeoce  of  ^  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  and 
the  real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  perfidious 
servants,  not  against  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  but 
agfunst  a  British  Resident  appointed  by  himself 
(^  as  a  character  eminently  qualified  for  such  a 
"  chaise")  for  the  correction  of  those  evils,  and 
for  rendering  the  prmce  aforesaid  an  useful  ally  to 
the  Company,  and  restoring  his  dominions  to  order 
and  plenty. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  the 
Resident  at  Farruckabad  by  his  said  prohibitory 
Iqtter,  but  did  render  his  very  remaining  at  ail  in 
thai  station  perfectly  precarious  by  a  subsequent 
letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  dismission  by  the 
Viaier — tliereby  clianging  the  tenure  of  the  Resi- 
dent's office,  and  changing  him  from  a  minister  of 
the  Company,  dependent  on  tlieGovernour- General 

ijx  Council^  to  a  dependent  upon  an  unresponsible 

power ; 
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power;  in  this  also  acting  without  the  Councif^ 

and  by  his  own  usurped  authority ;  and  accordingly 

the  Resident  did  declare,  in  his  letter  of  the  24th 

of  April  1 7B5,  "  that  the  situfition  of  the  country 

"  was  more  distressful  than  when  he  (the  prince 

"  of  Farruckabad)  addressed  himself  for  relief  in 

"  1783 ;  and  that  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  his  ap- 

'*  pointment  at  Farruckabad  was  of  no  use."    That 

though  the  old  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to 

famine,  and  other  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new 

imjiosition,  making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  gross 

produce  of  the  revenue ;  that  therefore  there  will 

not  be  "  any  thing  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Nabob 

**  and  family.''    And  the  uncles  of  the  said  Nabob 

of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the  late  Ahmed 

Khftn  (who  had  rendered  important  services  to  tlie 

Company)  and  their  children,  in  a  petition  to  the 

Resident,  represented  that  soon  after  the  sucees- 

8k>n  of  MouzaiFer  Jung  "  their  misery  commended. 

The  Jaghires  (lands  and  estates),  on  which  they 

^  subsisted,  were  disallowed •  Our  distress  is  great; 

<*  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food.    Though  we 

''  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining  our  situation^ 

*^  yet,  could  we  have  found  a  mode  of  conveyance, 

**  we  would  have  proceeded  to  Calcutta  for  redress. 

^  The  scarcity  of  grain  tiiis  season  is  an  additional' 

"  misfortune.      With  difficulty  we  support  fife. 

**  From    your   presence   without   the    provinces 

•*  wQ  expect  relief.     It  is  not  the  custom  of  the- 

"  Company 
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''  Company  to  depriire  the  Zemindars  and  J^gliire-** 
**  dars  ot  Uie  meana  of  subsistenceu  To  your  justice* 
"  we  look  up." 

,  This  being  tlie  situation  of  the  person  and  family' 
of  the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  his  nearest  rela* 
ticMQS,  the  state  of  the  country  and  its  capital,  pre- 
vented from  all  relief  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
18  described,  in  the  following  words>  by  the  Resi-- 
dent  WiJIes  : 

'^  Ahnas  Ali  has  taken  the  Pei^unnah  of  Marara 
'^  at  a  very  inadequate  rent,  and  his  Aumils  have 
**  seized  many  adjacent  villages ;  the  Pergunnahs' 
''  of  Cocutmow  and  Souje  are  constantly  plundered' 
by  his  people.     The  collection  of  the  Gauts  near* 
Futty  Ghur  has  been  seized  by  the  Vizier  s  Cut- 
'^  wal,  and. the  Zemindars  in  fbur  Pergunnahs  are* 
80  refractory  as  to  have  fortified  themselves  in* 
their  Gurries,  and  to  refuse  all  payments  of  re-' 
venue.     This  is  the  state  of  the  Pergunnahs ; ' 
''  and  'Farruckabad J  which  was  once  the  seat  of- 
*^  great  (^uknce  and  trade,  is  mw  daUy  deserted 
"  by  its  inhabitants ;  its  rvalls  moulderir^  awajfj 
without  poUce,  withmt  protection  ;  exposed  to  the 
depredations  of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred 
robbers,  who^  night  after  night,  enter  it  for  plun- 
der, murdering  all,  who  oppose  them.     The  ruin, 
that  has  overtaken  this  country,  is  not  to  be  zcon- 
tiered  aty  when  it  is  considered  that  there  has  been 
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^  HO  aSkg^mmmmtfor  mawf  yean.  There  has 
^  been  tbe  Nabob  Vizier'^  aiiliiority,  his  ministers, 
^  the  Residents  at  Lucknow^  tbe  Sezawalls,  the 
^  camp  aotixirity^  the  Nabob  Muzuffer  Jung's, 
'<  and  that  cf  twenty  Dewans  or  adviseps.  No' 
^^4iutbori(y  sufficiently  predominant  to  establish 
*\  any  regnktions  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  country/ 
^  whilst  each  autliority  has  been  eicerted,  as  op- 
•*  portunity  offered,  for  temporary  puc^ses/' 

^^  Such  being  the  present  dephrabk  state  of 
*^  Fan^uckabad  and  its'  districts,  in  the  ensuing 
*•  year  it  will  be  <ia  vain  to  look  fqr  revenue,  if 
'^  some  regulations  equal  to  tbe  exigency  be  not 
^-  adopted.  The  whole  country  will  be  divided 
^  between  tbe  neighbouring  powerful  Aumils,  the 
'*  vefractory  Zemindars,  and  banditti  of  robbers ; 
'9  and  the  Patans,  who  mi^t  be  made  useful  sub« 
**  jecis,  will  fly  from  the  scene-  of  anarchy.  The 
^  crisis  appears  now  come,  that  either  some  plan 
••  of  government  should  be  resolved  on,  so  as  to 
**^  form  faithful  sulgects  on  tbe .  frontier,,  or  the 
"  country  be  given  up  to  its  fiate ;  and  if  it  lie 
'*  abandoned,  thepe  can  be  little  doubt  but  that 
'*  the  Mabrattas  wiH  gladly  seize  on  a  station  so 
^^  ikvourable  to  incursions  into  the  Vizier  s  domi- 
**  nions ;  will  attach  to  their  interests  tbe  Hindoo 
"  Zemindars,  and  possess  themselves  of  forts, 
■  ^-  which;  with  Utile    e^pinse   n>ade  formidalrie, 

would 
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^  would  give  employment  perhaps  to  the  whole 
**  of-  our  force,  should  it  be  ever ,  necessary  to  re- 
**  cover  them/' 

That  the  Council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  represen- 
tation aforesaid  made  by  the  Resident  at  Farruck^ 
abad,  did  propose  and  record  a  plan  for  the.  better 
government  of  the  said  country,  but  did  delay  the 
execution  of  the  same,  untU  the  arrangements  made, 
by  the  said  Hastings  with  tlje  Nabob  Vizier  should 
be  known ;  but  the  said  Hastings,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  did  entirely  set  aside  any  plan,  that  could  be 
formed  for  that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  Bsitish 
Resident  at  .Farruckabad,  by  engaging  with  the 
said  Nabob  Vizier,  that  no.  British  influence  shall 
be  employed  within  his  dominions,  and  he  has 
engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  him  to  any 
other  mode  of  relation ;  and  he  has  informed  the 
Court  o^  Directors  that  the  territories  of  tlie  Na* 
bob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined,  if  'Residents  are  sent 
into  them,  observing,  that  ^'  Residents  never  will 
"  be  sent  for  any  other  purposes  than  those  of 
"  vengeance  and  corruption." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to 
the  Court  of.  Directors,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
mode  of  relief  most  effectual,  and  most  lenient 
ivith  regard  to  Farruckabad,  would  be  to  nominate 
one  of  the  family  of  the  prince  to  superintend  his 
affairs^  and  to  secure  the  payments ;  but  this  plan, 
which  appears  to  be  most  connected  with  the  rights 

VOL.  XII.  I  •f 
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of  Sahlone,  and  other  parts  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  with  great  consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and 
interruption,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  the 
collection  of  the  Revenues  in  those  parts,  other 
than  as  the  same  was  irregularly,  and  with  great 
damage  to  the  country,  enforced  by  British  troops. 

II. 
That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  officer  employed  t/^ 
reduce  those  disordered*  parts  of  the  province  ta 
submission,  after  several  advantages  gained  over 
the  Rajah  and  his  adherents,  and  expelling  him 
from  the  country,  did  represent  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  bringing  it  to  a  permanent  settlement 
'^  merely  by  forcible  methods ;  as  in  any^  of  his 
"  (the  Rajah's)  incursions  it  would  not  be  neces** 
^^  sary  to  bring  even  a  force  with  him,  as  the 
^*  Zemindars  [landed  proprietors  and  freeholders] 
*^  are  much  attached  to  the  Rajah,  whom  they 
^*  consider  as  their  hereditary  ptrince,  and  never 
"fail  to  assist  him ;  and  that  his  rebellion  against 
**  Government  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime :"  -  and 
Mr.  Lumsdaine  declared  it*  "  a$  his  clear  opinioki, 
"  that  the  allowing  the  said  Rajah  a  pension, 
".  suitable  to  his  rank  and  influence  in  the  country, 
^  ^^  would  be  the  most  certain  Qiode  of  obtaining  a 
^'  permanent  peace ;"  alleging,  among  other  cogent 
reasons,  ^^  that  the  expense  of  the  force  necea* 
*'  f  ary  to  be  employed  to  subdue  the  country  inight 

«  lie 
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''  be  spared,  and  employed  elsewhere ;  and  that  the 
''  people  would  return  to  their  villages  with  their 
'^  cattle  and  effects,  and  of  course  Government 
'^  have  some  security  for  the  Revenue,  whereas  at 
^  present  they  have  none :"  and  the  representation 
containing  that  prudent  and  temperate  counsel,* 
given  by  a  military  man  of  undoubted  information, 
and  perfect  experience  in  the  local  drcumstances 
of  the  country,  was  transmitted  by  the  Resident 
Bristow  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did 
wilfully  and  criminally  omit  to  order  any  relief  to 
the  said  Rajah  in  conformity  to  the  general*  sense 
and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants ;  a  comph'ance  with 
whose  so  reasonable  an  expectation  his  duty  in 
restoring  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  in 
retrieving  the  honour  of  the  English  Government, 
did  absolutely  require.  But,  instead  of  making 
such  provision,  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head ;  and 
several  bodies  of  British  troops  being  employed  to 
pursue  him,  after  many  skirmishes  and  much  blood-* 
Aed,  and  mutual  waste  of  the  country,  the  said 
Rajah,  honoured  and  respected  by  the  natives,  was 
bimted  down,  and  at  length  killed  in  a  thicket. 
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VII.    CONTRACTS. 


THAT  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Ewt- 
India  Company  had  laid  down  tlie  following  fun* 
damental  rules  for  the  conduct  of  such  of  the 
Company's  business  in  Bengal  as  could  be  per^ 
formed  by  Contract;  and  had  repeatedly  and 
strictly  ordered  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Fort- 
William  to  observe  those  rules ;  vi2.  that  aH  Con- 
tracts should  be  puUickly  advertised,  and  the 
most  reasonable  proposals  accepted ;  that  the  Con- 
tracts of  provisions,  and  for  ftornishing  draught  and 
ccuriage-bullocks  for  the  army,  should  heawmal; 
and  thi^  they  should  not  fail  to  advertise  for  and 
receive  proposals  for  those  Contracts  every  year. 

That  the  said  Wsurren  Hastingi^  in  direct  di^ 
obedience  to  the  said  positive  orders,  and,  as.  tbe 
Directors  themselves  say,  by  a  most  ieHbefaU 
breach  ^his  duty,  d^t,  in  September  1777,  accept 
of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest  Alexander  JohnsoA 
for  providing  draught  and  carriage-bullocks,  and 
for  victualling  the  Europeans,  without  advertising 
for  proposals,  as  he  was  expressly  commanded  to 
do,  and  extended  the  Contract  for  three  years^ 
which  was  positively  ordered  to  be  annual;  and, 
notwithstanding  that  extension  of  the  period,  which 

ought 


AGAlirST   WAHKEN    HASTINGS.  1 19 

oilght  at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by  some 
advantage  to  &e  Company  in  0ie  conditionsy.  did 
eonclade  tbe  said  Contract  t^fon  terms  less  adoan- 
tagtous  than  the  preceding  Contract,  and  therefbrd 
not  on  the  lowest  terms  procurable : — that  the  said 
Wiarren  Hasting^,  in  defiance  of  the  judgment  and 
tawftil  orders  of  his  superiours,  which  in  this  case 
left  him  no  option,  declared,  that  he  Ssapprcioed  of 
pubhshing  for  proposals,  and  that  the  Contract  was 
reduced  too  law  alreadtf :  thereby  avowing  himself 
the  advocate  of  the  Contractor,  artist  whom,  as 
representative  of  the  Company,  and  guardian  ol 
their  interests,  he  properly  was  party,  and  pre- 
ferring the  advantage  o{  the  Contractor  to  thosd 
of  his  own  constituents  and  employers  :-^that  f be 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  East-India  Company^ 
having  carefully  considered  the  circumstances  and 
tendency  of  this  transaction,  condemned  it  in  the 
strongest  terms,  declaring,  that  they  would  not  per- 
mit the  Contract  to  be  continued,  artd  that,.  "  if 
"  the  Contractor  should  think  himself  aggrieved, 
"  and  take  measures  in  consequence,  by  which  the 
"  Company  became  involved  in  loss  or  daMiage, 
''  they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of  th6 
"  Council  responsible  for  such  lesd  or  damage  and 
*^  proceed  against  them  accordingly /'-^That  the 
seid  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  orders,  which, 
the  Directors  say^  were  plain  and  unequwocal,  did, 
in  Jamiary  1777,  receive  from  George  Ten^ler  a 

I  4*  proposal 
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proposal,  erssentially  different  from  the  advertise- 
ment published   by  the  Govemour-General  and 
Council   for  receiving  proposals,  for  feeding  the 
Company's  elephants,  and  did  accept  thereof,  not 
only  without  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means 
for  ascertaining  whether  the  said  proposal  was  the  - 
lowest,  that  would   be   offered,  but  with  another 
(Actually  before  the  Board,  nearly  30  per  cent 
lower  than  that  made  by  the  said  George  Templer, 
to  whom  the  said   Warren   Hastings  granted  a 
Contract,  in  the  terms  proposed  by  the  said  Temp-^ 
ler,  for  three  years,  and  did  afterwards  extend  the 
same  to  five  years,  with  new  and  distinct  condi- 
tions, accepted  by  the  said  Warren  Hajstings,  with* 
out  advertising  for  fresh  proposals,  by  which  the 
Company  were  very  considerable  losers : — on  all 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  declared,  ^'  that  this 
*'  waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitted : 
^^  that  he,  the  said   Warren  Hastings,  had  dis- 
'^  regarded  their  authority,  and    disobeyed  their 
"  orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers;"  and  they 
ordered  that  the  Contract  for  elephants  should  be 
annulled  ;  and  the  said  Directors  further  declared, 
that  "  if  the  Contractor  should  recover  damages  of 
**  the  Company  for  breach  of  engagement,  they 
"  were  determined,  in  such  case,  to  institute  a  suit 
'^  at  law  against  those  members  of  the  Board,  who 
*'  had  presumed,  in  direct  breach  of  their  orders, 
•**  to  prefer  the  interest  of  an  individual  to  that  of 

"the 
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"  the  Company." — ^That  the  said  Warten  Hastings 

did    in  the  year   1777   conclude  with 

.  .  —  Forde  a  Contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for 

the  pilotage  of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the- 

defence  of  the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions 

of  robbers,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  further 

disobedience  of  the  Company's  orders  respecting 

the  mode  and  duration  of  Contracts,  and  with  a 

considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  Company  : 

— that  the  fanning  out  the  defence  of  a  country 

to  a  Contractor,  being  wholly  unprecedented,  and 

evidently  absurd,  could  have  no  real  object  but  to 

enrich  the  Contractor  at  the  Company's  expense;' 

since  either  the  service  was  not  dangerous,  and 

then  the  establishment  was  totally  unnecessary,  or, 

if  it  was  a  dangerous  service,  it  was  evidently  the 

interest  of  the  Contractor  (b  avoid  such  danger, 

and  not  to  hazard  the  loss  of  his  ship  or  men, 

which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  expense ;  and 

therefore  tliat  an  active   and    faithful  discharge 

of  the  Contractor's  duty  was  incompatible  with 

his  interest. 

'  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further  de- 
fiance of  the  Company's  orders,  and  in  breach  of 
the  established  rule  of  their  service,  did,  in  the 
year  1777,  conclude  a  Contract  with  the  master 
and  deputy  master-attendant  of  the  Company's 
marine,  or  pilotrservice,  for  supplying  the  said  ma^ 
me  with  naval  stores,  and    executing  the  said 

service 
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service  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  without  ad*^ 
vertising  for  proposals ;  that  the  use  and  expendi- 
ture of  such  stores,  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot 
vessels,  ate  under  the  management,  and  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his 
office ;  that  he  is  officially  the  proper  and  regidar 
check  upon  the^  person,  who  furnishes  the  stores, 
and  bound  by  his  duty  to  take  care  that  ail  eon- 
tracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly  and  faith- 
fully executed  : — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
by  onitmg  the  supply  and  the  check  in  the  same 
hands^  did  not  only  disobey  the  Company'i^  speci- 
fick  orders,  and  violate  the  fundamental  rules  and 
practice  of  the  service,  but  did  overset  the  only  just 
and  rational  principle,  on  which  this,  and  every 
other  service  of  a  simiiar  nature,  ought  to  be  con<^ 
ducted ;  and  did  not  only  subject  the  Company's 
int^resV  in  point  of  expense,  to  fraud  and  cofiusioiiy 
but  did  thereby  expose  the  navigation  of  the 
Jiengal  river^to  manifest  hazard  and  distress ;  coft^ 
sddfering  thttt  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master-aitendailt 
to  take  care  that  the  pilot-vessels  are  constantly 
8ta;tioned  in  the  roads  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
Compan/s  ships,  especiaHy  m  tempestuous  weoh 
tlier,  said  that  they  should  be  ili>  a  constant  condft^ 
tSto  to  keep  the  s«ft ;  ii^reas/  it  is  manifestly  the 
kit^rtst  of  the  contractor,  ift  &e  fkst  iMjMce)  t0 
iB^fiAp  the  said  vessete  a»  scantily  as  possihb,  tnd 
afttfwwds  fo  expose  Idicsn.  as  Httle  a^  postible  to 

any 
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any  serviee,  in  whieh  tbe  stores  to  be  re^aced  b^ 
him  might  be  lost  or  consumed ;  Imd  finaUy,  that 
iu  June  1779  the  ^^^^  Contract  was  prolonged  to 
the  said  master-attendant  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  for  the  further  period  of  two  years  from 
the  expiradeyQ  of  the  firsts  without  advertising  for 
proposals. — ^That  it  does  not  appear  thai  any  of 
the  preceding  contracts  have  been  annulled,  or  the 
charges  attending  any  of  them  abated,  or  ttmt  the 
Court  of  Directors  have  ever  taken  any  measures 
to  conspel  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Andemnify 
the  Company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  of  the 
preceding  toss  incurred  by  the  Contracts. 

Thai  in  die  year  1777  tbe  said  Warren  Haatii^ 
did  reoommeod  and  appoint  John  Belli,  at  that 
time  his  private  seeretary,  to  be  ag^nt  for  supply* 
ing  the  ganiaon  of  Fortt  William  with  victualUi^ 
stores;  that  the  stores  were  to  be.  purchased  with 
money  advanced  by  the  CoDi|»niy ;  and  that  the 
said  i^gMit  was  to  be  aHdwed  a  eommission,  or  per^ 
centage^  for  his  risk  and  troudile :  that,  in  order  to 
aseeciain  what  sam  would  be  a  reasonable  cofn-, 
pensBfon  for  tbe  ageafl,  the  Govemour-General 
and  Council  agreed  to  comult  some  of  the  prjn^ 
cipal  merefaantsl  of  Cakuttii :  that  the  merchant^ 
so  0Qnuite4  rcfK»4»d  their  opinion,  tbat  20  per 
cent  cm  the  pnme  cost  of  the  stores  would  be  a 
r^asMable  eomyensation  to  the  agent :  that  never^ 
thrieas  the  sakt  Warren  Hastings^  supported  l^ 

the 
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the  vote  and  concurrence  of  Richard  Berwell,  theo 
a  member  of  tile  Supreme  Councili  did  propose* 
and  carry  it^  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum  should 
be  allowed  upon  611  stores  to  be  provided  by  the 
agent :.  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  professed, 
that  "  he  preferred  an  agency  to  a  contract  for 
^'  this  service,  because  if  it  were  performed  by 
^  contract  it  must  then  be  advertised,  and  the 
^'  world  would  know  what  provision  was  made  for 
'^  the  defence  of  the  Fort;"  as  if  its  being  pub- 
fickly  known  that  the  fort  was  well  provided  for 
defence  were  likely  to  encourage  an  enemy  to 
attack  it. — ^That  in  August  1779,  il)  defiance  of 
the  principle  laid  down  by  himself  for  preferring 
an  agency  to  a, contract,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  propose,  and  carry  it, -that  the  agency  should 
be  converted  into  a  contract y  to  be  granted  to  the 
said  John  Belli,  without  advertising  for  proposals, 
and  fixed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  '^  pretending 
^'  that  he  had  received  frequent  remonstrances 
^^  firom  the  said  agent  concerning  the  heavy  losses 
^'  and  inconveniences,  to  which  he  was  subjected 
^'  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  bis  agency  f'  notwith- 
standing it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at  the 
Board,  that,  on  a  supply  of  about  jfi.  37,000,  he 
had  already  drawn  a  commission  of  j£.  22,000 
and  upwards.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  by  the  Court  tf 
Directors y    the  profits  arisif^  from  the  agenof 

ihouid 
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should  be  p€ud  into  the  Ccmpamfs  treasury^  and  ajh 
ffti^riated  as  the  Court  should  direct. -^That  the 
^ourt  of  Directors,  as  soon  as  they  were  advised 
of  the  first  appointment  of  the  said  agency,  de- 
clared, that  they  considered  the  commission  of  20 
per  cent  as  an  ample  compensation  to  the  agent ; 
and  did  positively  order,  that,  according  to  the 
engagement  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  "  the 
^'  commission,  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent, 
"  should  be  reduced  to  ^.20  per  cent." — ^That 
the  said  John  Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund 
any  part  of  the  profits  he  had  received,  or  to  sub- 
mit to  a  ^rdinuUon  of  those,  which  he  was  still  to 
receive;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has 
never  made  good  his  own  voluntary  and  solemn 
engagement  to  the  Court  of  Directors  herein  above 
mentioned :  and  as  his  failure  to  perform  the  said 
engagement  is  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  Company, 
%o  his  performance  of  such  engagement,  if  he  had 
performed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge  him* 
self  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought  to  be 
taken  as  presumptive  evidence  of  a  connexion 
between  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  said 
agent,  his  private  secretary ;  which  ought  not.  to 
exist  between  a  Govemour  acting  in  behalf  of  th^ 
Company^  and  a  contractor  making  terms  with 
«uch  Ggvemour  for  the  execution  of  a  publick 
^rvice. 

Tba^   b^fora    the  expiration  of  the  oontnujt 

hereinbefore 
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faereinbeijfore  meationed  for  supplying  tiie  army  with 
draught  and  candage'^builooks,  granted  by^oaid 
Warren  Mastiogi  to  Enaest  Alexander  Johnson  for 
three  yean,  the  sud  Warren  Hastings  did  pr(^x)6e 
and  carry  k  in  ^Coundl,  that  a  new  contreot  should 
be  made  on  a  new  plan,  and  that  an  ^er  thereof 
ahould  be  made  to  Eichard  Johnson,  brother  and 
executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without  advertising 
ibr  proposals,  for  ihe  term  of^%^  yfiar^ : — ^that  this 
.ofer  was  whintarHy  accepted  by  the  said  Richard 
J'aiinson,  who  at  the  same  time  desired,  and  ob- 
teaned,  that  the  new  contracts  should  be  made 
out  in  the  name  of  Charles  Croftes,  the  Company'^ 
accountant  and  sub-treasurer  at  ^Fort-WiUiMn  :-*— 
that  the  said  Charles  Croftes  ofl^red  the  said 
Richard  Johnson  as  one  of  bis  >seGuriti0S  for  the 
performance  of  the  said  contract,  who  was  ac- 
^pted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  and 
that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  ^caitraqtor,  the 
tfootract  for  victualling  the  Europeans  serving  at  tiie 
fire^idency  was  added  to  and  united  with  that  for 
ifumii^hing  bullocks,  and  fixed  for  'the  sanl6  period ; 
^«t  this  extension  of  the  periods  of  the  said  con- 
tracts was  not  compensated  by  a  diminution  in  the 
4ltiai^  to  be  incurred  by  the  Company  on  that 
'Meoimt,  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but,  on  the 
Wttittary,  the  chai^  was  immoderately  increased 
by  the  new  contracts ;  msomuch,  that  it  was 
j|m>ved  by  statements  and  computations  produced 

at 
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Bt  the  Board,  that  the  mcrease  on  the  Victualling 
Contract  would,  in  five  years,  amount  to  j£. 40,000; 
and  that  the  inerease  on  the  Bullock-contract,  in 
the  same  period,  would  amount  to  above  fo^r 
hundred  thousand  pounds:  that  when  this,  and 
many  other  weighty  objections  against  the  terms 
of  the  said  contracts,  were  urged  in  Coimcil  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  he  declared,  that  he  should 
ddvoer  a  reply  thereto;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  did  ever  deliveir  such  reply,  or  ever  enter 
into  a  justification  of  any  part  of  his  conduct  i^ 
this  transactipn.  That  the  Act  of  Parliament  of 
>773j  by  which  the  fiapst  Govemour- General  and 
Council  were  appointed,  did  expressly  limit  th^ 
duration  of  their  office  to  the  term  of  five  years^ 
which  expired  in  October  1779,  wd  that  tb^. 
aeveral  contracts,  hereinbefore  mentioned^  were 
granted  in  September  1779,  ^^  ^^^^  made  to 
ec^itinue  five  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  gp^ 
vemilient,  by  which  th$y  were  grantis^ ;  that  .ia^ 
this  anticipati(m  thie  discretion  and  jud^nept  of 
the  succeeding  government,  respecting  the  subjeqt^ 
matter  of  su^b  ccmtracts,  was  tajcen  awa^  njul 
any  correction  or  improvement  thecQifi  ieiiderefi 
impracticab)e.-^TJI)at  the  said  Wanren  iim^inf^ 
Eiight  have  been  ju3ti£iad  hy  the  rul^s  imd  jprac- 
ticci,  or  by  4ie  Mcessity,  pf  the  pufalick  servi«i 
in  inodiog  ^e  Qovemm^  by  engagements  to  en^ 
dure  poe  ytear  gjSff^  th«  ^i^g^oa  xrf  bis  pwi» 

office; 
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office;  but  on  no  principles  could  he  be  jusdfiecf 
in  extending  such  engagements  beyond  tlie  term 
of  one  year,  much  less  on  the  principles  he  has 
avowed,  namely,  "  that  it  was  only  an  act  of  com- 
'*  mon  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man  connected 
*^  with  hbriy  as  far  as  he  legally  could,  from  the 
**  apprehension  of  future  oppression."    That  the 
oppression,   to  which  such  apprehension,  if  real, 
must  allude,  could  only  consist  in,  and  arise  out  of, 
the  obedience,  which  he  feared  a  future  govern- 
ment might  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  by  making  all  contracts  annual,  and  ad- 
vertising for  proposals  publickly  and  indifferently 
from    all  persons  whatever,   by  which  it    might 
happen  that  such  beneficial  contracts  would  not  be 
constantly  held  by  men  connected  with  him^  the 
said    Warren    Hastings: — that    this    declaration, 
made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  combined  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  these  transactions,  leaves 
no  room  to  doubt,  that  in  disobeying  the  Com- 
pany's orders,  and  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  as  guardian  of  the  Company's  property,  his 
object  was  to  purchase  the  attachment4>f  a  num« 
ber  of  individuals,  and  to  form  a  party  capable 
of  supporting  and  protecting  him  in  return. 

That  with  the  same  view^  and  on  the  same 
principles,  it  appears  that  excessive  salaries  and 
emoluments,  at  the  East-India  Company's  charge 
and   expense,  have  been   lavished   by  the  said 
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Warrea  Hastings  to  sundry  individuals^  contrary 
to  the  general  principles  of  bis  duty,  and  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  positive  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Directors ;  paiticularly,  that  whereas  by  a  ra^ 
so4ution  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors  of  tlie  £ast«* 
India  Ccunpany,  and  by  an  instruction  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  it  was  provided,  and  expressly  or^ 
dered,  that  there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir 
John  Clavering  '^  the  sum  of  six  tbousaod  pounds 
'^  sterling  per  annum  in  iuU  for  his  services  as 
*^  coariat«nder-in-chief,  in  lieu  of  travelUng  charges^ ' 
^<  and  of  all  other  advantages  and  enM^uments 
**.  vrtiatever :"  and  whereas  the  Court  erf  Directors 
poaitively  ordered  that  the  late  ^'  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
''  dbouid  receive  the  same  pay  as  oommander-in- 
chief  of  their  forces  in  India,  as  was  received  by 
lieutenant-Oeneral  Sir  John  Clavering;" — ^tbe 
said  Warren  Hastings,  neveitheless,  within  a  very 
short  tiaie  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Boogal, 
did  propose  and  carry  it  in  Council,  that  a  new 
estaUishmeut  should  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  expense  would  be 
incurred  by  the  India  Company  to  the  amount  pf 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  and  upwards,  ex- 
clusive of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  ten 
thooaand  pounds  a  year,  provided  for  him  by  Act 
of  Partiament  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Coim- 
dly  and  exchisive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of 
m  thousand  pounds  m  year  as  conmanderHb-cbief, 
y^JU  ui.  K  appointed 
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appointed  for  him  by  the  Company,  and  expressly 
fixed  to  that  amount. 

That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust,  of 
which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  in  this 
transaction,  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  following 
circumstances  connected  with  it:  that  from  the 
death  of  Sir  John  Clavermg  to  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  in  Bengal  the  provisional  command 
of  the  army  had  devolved  to,  and  been  vested  in, 
Brigadier-General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer 
on  that  establishment :  that  in  this  capacity,  and^ 
as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared,  ^  stand- 
*'  ing  no  way  distinguished  from  the  other  officers 
'^  in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  succession  to 
^^  the  first  place  on  the  list,"  he,  the  said  Giles 
Stibbert,  had,  by  the  recommendation  and  pro- 
curement of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  received 
and  enjoyed  a  salary,  and  other  allowances,  to  the 
amount  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shilling  per  annum. — 
That  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  soon  after  his  arrival,  repre- 
sented to  the  Board  that  a  considerable  part  of 
those  allowances,  amounting  to  «£.  89220  lOf.  per 
annum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  as  com* 
mander-in-chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India; 
and  stating,  that  the  said  Giles  Stibbert  could  no 
'  longer  be  considered  as  commander-in-chief  under 
the  Presidency  of  Fort- William,  made  a  formal 
demaiid  of  the  same. — ^That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  instead  of  reducing  the  allowances  of 
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tbe  said  Giles  Slibbert  to  the  establishment,  at 
which-they  stood  during  General  Clavering^s  com- 
mand, and  for  the  continuance  of  which,  after  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  s  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pretence, 
oontinned  the  allowances  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  ' 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  per 
annum  to  the  said  Giles  Sdbbert;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  in  order  to  appease  and  satisfy  the 
demand  of  the  said  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  did  create  for  ^ 
him  that  new  establishment,  hereinbefore  specified, 
of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum;  inso- 
much, that  instead  of  the  allowance  of  six  thou- 
sand pounds  u  year  J  in  lieu  of  traveling  charges, 
and  of  all  emoluments  and  allatvanccs  whatsoever, 
to  which  the  pay  and  allowances  of  conimander- 
In-chief  were  expressly  limited  by  the  united  Act 
of  the  Legislative  and  Executive .  Powers  of  the 
Company,  tiie  annual  charge  to  be  bom  by  the 
Company  on  that  account  was  increased  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
thirty-eight  thousand  two  liundred  and  seventeen 
pounds  ten  shillings  sterling. 

That  on  the  ist  of  November  1779»  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  move,  and  xarry  it  in 
''  Council,  that  the  Resident  at  the  Vizier's  court 
'^  should  be  furnished  with  an  accouM  of .  all  Ihe 
^  extra  aUo^aoces  and  chai|;es  of  the  commander- 
^  in-xrblef  when  in  the  field,  wiih  orders  to^add  the 
^  same  to  the  debit  of  the  Vizier  s  account,,  as  a  part 
^  of  hb  geoe^  subsidy ;  the  charge  to  commence 
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^  £cam  tfa*  dfty,  on  which  the  Generd  Bhall  paM 
'^  the  Canitimn^  and  to  contioue  till  his  retaim 
'^  to  the  same  line/' — ^That  this  additional  ex* 
pense^  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  on 
the  Vizier,  was  nnjust  in  itself,  and  a  breach  of 
treaty  with  that  prince,  the  specifick  amount  of 
the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed 
by  a  treaty,  to  which  no  addition  could  justly  be 
made,  but  at  the  previous  requisition  of  the  Vizier. 
-r-That  the  Court  of  Directors,  m  their  letter  of 
tke  i8th  of  October  1780,  did  condemn  and  pro* 
htbit  the  continuation  of  the  allowances  above<> 
meationed  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  following 
words :  ^  these  allowances  appear  to  us  in  a  li^t 
«  so  very  exttaordinary,  tod  so  repugnant  to  the 
^^  qiirit  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court  of 
^  Proprietors  respecting  the  allowance  made  to 
'^  General  Claverin^  that  we  positively  direct 
^  that  they  be  discontinued  immediately,  and  no 
^^  part  tberMf  paid  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter.** 
«-That  on  the  27th  of  April  1781,  the  Gover- 
nour-General  and  Council,  in  obedience  to  tiif 
toden  of  the  Directors,  did  signiiy  the  satne  to  the 
Commissary-Gmieral,  as  an  instniction  to  hini, 
that  the  ettraordkiary  allowances  to  Sir  Eyrft 
Ceote  ^fmdd  be  diaeantimted,  and  M  par^t  thereof 
pmd^ter  that  day;  that  it  appeaffs^  nevertheless, 
that  the  said  tatra  attowtnces  (aoaonhting  to  abov^ 
twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were  con- 
tioued  to  be  cbaiged  to  the  Vizitr^jnd  paid  tb 
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Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Direetors ;  in  defiance  of  the  consequent 
resolution  of  the  Govemour-Genend  and  Council ; 
and  in  contradiction  to  the  terms  of  the  original 
motion,  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for 
adding  those  aUo^rances  to  the  debit  of  the  Viaier, 
wiz.  '^tbat  they  should  continue  till  Sir  Eyre 
Coote*s  return  to  the  Caroninassa." — That  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 
August  1 7^,  tuid  must  have  crossed  the  Garani- 
nassa,  in  his  return  firom  Oude,  some  weeks  befove, 
when  the  charge  on  the  Viader,  if  at  any  time  pro- 
per, ought  to  have  ceased. — ^That  it  a|>pe6rs  that 
the  said  allowances  were  continued  to  be  charged 
against  the  Vizier,  and  'paid  to  Sir  ^re  Coote, 
for  three  years  aitety  even  while  he  was  sewing  m 
the  Camatie,  and  that  this  was  done  by  the  sole 
Ituthority  and  [Mivate  command  of  the  said  Warren 
Hasting?. 

That  the  East-India  Company  having  thouj^ 
proper  to  create  the  office  of  Advocate-General  in 
Bengal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  Jehn  Day  to  that  office, 
it  was  resolved  by  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors, 
that  a  salary  of  £.  3,000  a  year  should  be  allowed 
to  the  said  Sir  John  Day  in  fiM  eennderatkm  of 
^l  demands  and  alkwances  wkatsoeoer  far  Am  sef^ 
wcea  to  the  Ctrnpany  at  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
fFUham ;— feat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  never- 
theless;  shortly  after  8ir  John  Day's  arriv:^  in 
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Bengal,  did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  salary 
and  allowances  to  six  thbusand  pounds  a  year»  in 
direct  disobedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Court 
of  Pro})rietors,  and  of  the  order  of  the  Court  of 
Directors:— that  the  Directors,  as  soon  as  they, 
were  informed  of  this  proceeding,  declared,  "  that 
^  they  held  themselves  bound  by  the  resolution  of 
"  the  General  Court,  and  that  they  could  not 
"  allow  it  to  be  disregarded  by  the  Company *s 
"  servants  in  India;"  and  ordered  that  the  in- 
creased allowances  should  be  forthwith  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  having 
first  thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  stop  the  ex- 
traordinary allowance,  which  he  had  granted  to  Sir 
John  Day,  did  afterwards  resolve,  that  the  allow- 
ance, which  had  been  struck  off,  should  be  repaid 
to  him  upon  his  signing  an  obligation  to  refund  the 
amount,  which  he  might  receive,  in  case  the  Di- 
rectors should  cpnfirm  their  former  orders,  already 
twice  given: — that  in  this  transaction  th^  said 
Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of  the 
Company,  ^uded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Di- 
rectors, and  exposed  the  Company  to  the  risk  and 
uncertainty  of  recovering,  at  a  distant  period,  and 
perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a  sum  of  money, 
which  they  had  positively  ordered  him  not  to  payt 

That,  in  the  latto  part  of  1776,  by  the  death 
of   Colonel    Monson,  the  whole    power   of  the 

govenunent 
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government  of  Fort- William  devolved  to  the  Go-* 
vemonr  and  one  member. of  the  Council;  and 
that  irom  that  time  the  Governour-General  and 
Council  have  generally  consisted  of  an  even  number 
of  persons,  in  consequence  of  which  the  casting  voice 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  usually  prevailed 
in  the  decision  of  all  questions. — That  about  the 
end  of  the  year  1 776  the  whole  civil  establishment 
of  the  said  government  did  hot  exceed  «£. 205,399 
per  annum;  that  in  the  year  1783.  the  said  civil 
establishment  had  been  increased  to  the  enormous 
annual  sum  of  j6. 927,945. — ^That  such  increase  in 
the  civil  establishment  could  not  havQ  taken  place, 
if  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  government  with  the  power  annexed  to  the 
casting  voice,  had  not  actively  promoted  the  said 
increase,  which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  hstve  prevented : — that 
by  such  immoderate  waste  of  the  property  of  lus 
employers,  and  by  such  scandalous  breach  of  his 
fidelity  to  them,  it  was  tlie  intention  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  the  attach- 
ment and  support  of  a  multitude  of  individuals,  by 
whose  united  interest,  influence,  and  intrigues,  he 
hoped  to  be  protected  against  any  future  inquiry 
into  his  conduct: — that  it  was  of  itself  highly 
criminal  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  have  so 
wasted  the  property  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  that  the  pui^se  to.  be  obtained  by  such  waste 

X  4  ^^ 
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was  a  great  .aggravation  of  that  crime. — That 
among  the  various  instances  of  profusion,  by  which 
the  civil  estaU^hment  of  Fort- William  was  in- 
creased to  the  enormous  annual  sum  herein  be- 
fore mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  Salt-Office  was 
created  of  six  Commissioners,  whose  annual  emo- 
kunents  were  as  follow :  viz. 

President,  or  Comptroller,  per  annum  X- 18,480 
ist  Member  -  .  -  .  13,100 
2d   D*       -        -        .'      -        -        11,480 

3d  D* 13,183 

4th  D*        -        -        -        ^        -  6,257 

5th  D*        -        .        -        -  10,307 

£'  72,807 


That  a  Board  of  Revenue  was  created  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  consisting  of  five  Commissioners, 
whose  annual  emoluments  were  as  follow :  viz. 

1st  Member,  per  annum     -        -     ^.10,950 

adD* .-.-      9,100 

3d  p*      -.--*--      9,100 

4th  D'- 9,100 

5th.  D* -     9,100 

-£.  47,350 

That  David  Anderson,  £8q«  firat  member  of  the 

said 
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wd  fiptfd,  did  BOt  execute  the  doties,  though  h€ 
i^eived  the  emoluments  of  the  said  office ;  having 
ibpted,  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  as  ambas- 
sador to  Madajee  Scincfia,  xvkb  a  further  salary  of 
£.  4,280  a  year,  making  in  all  £.  15,230  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  ereate  an 
ofl$ce  of  Agent  VictQaller  to  the  garrison  of  Fort- 
WiUiam,  whose  profits,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  were  £.  15,970  per  annum  ; — that  this 
agency  was  held  by  the  Postmaster-General^  wbo^ 
in  that  capacity,  received  £,.  2,200  a  year  from 
the  Company,  and  wh^>  was  actually  no  higher 
than  a  writer  in  the  service : — that  the  person,  who 
held  these  lucrative  offices,  viz.  John  JBelii,  wa^ 
private  secretaiy  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a  nomi- 
nal office  of  Resident  at  Goa,  where  the  Company 
never  had  a  Resident,  nor  business  of  any  kind*  to 
transact,  'and  gave  the  said  nominal  office  to  a 
person,  who  was  not  a  covenanted  servant  of  the 
Company,  with  an  allowance  of  £.  4,280  a  year. 

That  these  instances  are  proofs  of  a  criminal 
profusion,  and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  India 
Company  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  undw 
whose  government,  and  by  means  of  whose  special 
power,  derived  from  the  effisct  of  his  casting  voiei^ 
aU  the  said  waste  and  profrisbn  did  take  place. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  2780,  when,  as  the 
Court  of  Directors  affirm,  tint  Cm^amfwere  m  tim 

utmaH 
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Utmost  distress  for  money j  and  almost  eoery  depart  * 
ment  in  arrear,  and  when  it  appears,  that  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  and  urgent  want  of  grain  at 
Fort-St.-George,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
accept  of  a  proposal  made  to  him  by  James  Peter 
Auriol,  then  secretary  to  the  Council,  to  supply 
the  Presidency  of  Fort-St.-George  with  rice  and 
other  articles,  and  did  appoint  the  said  Auriol  to 
be  the  agent  for  supplying  all  the  other  Presiden- 
cies with  those  articles: — that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  appoint^ 
ment  ''  was  most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  by  a  liberal 
'*  consideration  of  it,"  and  therefote  allowed  the 
said  Auriol  a  commission  of  15  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  of  his  disbursements;  thereby  rendering  it 
■the  direct  interest  of  the  said  Auriol  to  make  his 
disbursements  as  great  as  possible; — that  the 
chance  of  capture  by  tlie  enemy,  or  danger  of  the 
sea,  was  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  India  Company, 
and  not  of  the  said  Auriol : — ^that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  declared  personally  to  the  said  Auriol^ 
*^  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  his 
"  long  and  faithful  services." — ^That  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bombay  did  remonstrate  against 
what  they  called  the  eno^ynous  amount  qf  the 
charges  of  the  rice,  with  which  they  were  supplied, 
which  they  state  to  be  nine  rupees  a  bag  at  Cal- 
cutta, when  they  themselves  could  have  contracted 
for  its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and 

charges^ 
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efaarges,  at  five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  bag ; 

and  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  distress  and 

demand   was  greatest^   ttie  supplies  of  grain  by 

private  traders,  charged  to  the   Company,  were 

nineteen*  per  cent  cheaper  than  that  supplied  by 

the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the  risk  of  the  sea,  and 

of  capture  by  the  enemy. — ^That  it  is  stated  by  the 

Court  of  Directors,  that  the  agent's  commission  on 

asuppfy  of  a  single  year  (the  said  commission 

being  not  only  charged  on  the  prime  cost  of  the 

rice,  but  also  on  the  freight,   and  on  all  other 

charges)  would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty* 

six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and 

by  the  said  Auriol  himself  is  admitted  to  amount 

to  £.  18,292: — that  William   Larkins,  the    Ac- 

comptant-General  at  Fort- William,   having  been 

ordered  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  said  agent, 

did  report  to  the  Govemour-General  and  Council, 

that  he  found  them  to  be  correct  in  the  addition^ 

and  cakulatiam ;  and  that  then  the  said  Larkiqs 

adds  the  folIowiAg  declaration  :  '^  the  agent  being 

'^  upon  honour  with  respect  to  the  sums  charged 

'^  in  his  accounts  for  the  cost  of  the  articles  sap* 

"  plied,  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized  to  re* 

'^  quire  any  voucher  of  the  sums  chai^ged  for  the 

^'  demurrage  of  sloops,  either  as  to  the  time  of 

'^  detention,  or  the  rate  of  the  charge,  or  of  those 

"  for  the  articles  lost  in  goin^  down  the  river ;  and 
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**  on  that  ground  I  thought  myself  equally  bound 
^*  to  admit  the  sums  acknowledged  as  received  for 
*'  the  sales  of  goods  returned,  without  requiring 
**  vouchers  of  the  rates,  at  which  they  were  sold.'' 
— ^That,  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hast* 
ings  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 
duty  in  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  Com- 
pany's money,  and  in  subjecting  the  Company  to  a 
profusion  of  expense,  at  all  times  wholly  unjusti* 
fiable,  but  particularly  at  the  time  when  that  ex- 
pense  was  incurred. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings /was  guilty  of  breach  of  orders,  as  well  as 
breach  of  trust,  in  not  advertising  generally  for 
proposals ;  in  not  contracting  indifferently  for  the 
supplies  with  such  merchants  as  might  offer  to 
furnish  them  on  the  lowest  terms;  in  giving  an 
enormous  commission  to  an  agent,  and  that  cotin- 
.mission  not  confined  to  the  prime  cost  of  Uie  ar- 
ticles, but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of  bis 
charges;  in  accepting  of  the  honmir  of  the  said 
agent  as  a  suficieht  voucher  for  the  cost  of  the 
articles  supplied,  and  for  aH  charges  whatever,  on 
which  his  commission  was  to  'be  ocmiputed ;  and 
finally,  m  giving  a  lucrative  agsncy  for  the  supply 
of  a  distpessed  and  starving  province,  as  a  reward 
to  a  Secretary  of  State,   whose  labours  in  that 
capacity   ought  to  have  been    rewarded  by  an 
avowed  publick  salary,  and  ilot  otherwise. — ^That, 

after 
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•Aer  the  first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expiredr 
the  said  Warren  Hastily  did  agrce,  that  for  the 
future  the  commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said 
agent  should  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent  which  the 
GoTemoiir-GeDeral  and  Council  then  declared  to 
be  tlw  customary  amount  drawn  by  merchants; 
but  tbat,  even  in  this  reductioo  of  the  commission^ 
the  said  ,  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  a  decep« 
tion,  and  did  not  in  fact  reduce  the  Commission 
fit>m  15  to  5  per  cent,  having  immediately  after 
resolved  that  he,  the  agent,  should  be  allowed  the 
current  imerests  of  Calcutta  upon  aQ  his  draughts 
on  the  treasury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until 
they  should  be  completely  liquidated :  that  tbf 
Idgal  interest  of  money  in  'Bengal  is  twelve  per 
cent  per  ancram,  and  the  current  interest  from 
•ight  to  ten  per  cent 
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THAT,  before  the  iq>pointmeBt  of  the  Gover- 
nour-General  and  Council  of  Fort- William  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  the  allowances  made  by  the  East- 
India  Company  to  the  Presidents  of  that  govem- 
meot  were  abundantly  sufficient ;  and  that  the  said 
Presidents  in  gmeral,  and  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings particularly   was   restrained  by  a   specificlt 

covenant 
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covenant  and  indenture,  which  he  entered  into  with 
the  Company,  from  acceptiog  any  gifts,  rewards^ 
or  gratuities  whatsoever,  on  any  account  or  pre- 
tence whatsoever. — ^That,  in  the  regulating  Act 
passed  in  the  year  1 773,  which  appointed  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  Governour-General  of 
Fort- William  in  Bengal,  a  salary  of  £.  25,000  a 
year  was  established  for  him,  to  which  the  Court 
of  Directors  added,  ^'  that  he  should  enjoy  their 
^*  principal  houses,  with  the  plate  and  furniture, 
"  both  in  town  and  country,  rent-free.'*  That  the 
same  law,  which  created  the  office,  and  provided 
the  salary,  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  ex- 
pressly, and  in  the  clearest  and  most  comprehen- 
sive terms,  that  could  be  devised,  prohibit  him 
from  receiving  any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  ia 
any  manner,'  or  on  any  account  whatsoever ;  and 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  perfectly  under- 
stood the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding 
force  of  this  prohibition,  before  he  accepted  of  the 
office,  to  which  it  was  annexed.  Hp  knew,  and 
had  declared,  tbat  the  prohibition  was  positive  and 
decisive  ;  that  it  admitted  neither  of  rejinement  or 
ndsconstructiofi ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  an  oppo^ 
iUion  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  engage- 
ments above  mentioned,  it  appears  in  the  recorded 
.  proceedings  of  the  Governour-General  and  Council 
of  Fort-William,  that  sundry  charges  have  been 

brought 
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brou^t  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  gifti 
or  presents  corruptly  taken  by  him  before  the  pro* 
mulgation  of  the  Act  of  1773  in  India,  and  that 
these  charges  were  produced  at  the  Council  Board 
in  the  presence  of  the  said  Wan*en  Hastings :  that, 
in  March  1 775,  the  late  Rajah  Nuncomar,  a  native 
Hindoo,  of  the  highest  cast  in  his  religion^  and  of 
the  highest  rank  in  society  by  the  offices^  which  he 
had  held  under  the  Country  Government,  did  lay 
before  the  Council  an  account  of  various  sums  of 
money  paid  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
amomiting  to  £.  40,000  and  upwards,  for  offices 
and  employments  corruptly  disposed  of  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  and  did  offer  and  engage  to  prove 
and  establish  the  same  by  sufficient  evidence. 
That  this  account  is  stated  fritli  a  minute  particu- 
larity and  precision;  the  date  of  each  payment, 
down  to  that  of  small  sums  is  specified ;  the  various 
coins,  in  which  such  payments  were  severally  made, 
are  distinguished ;  and  the  different  persons,  through 
whose  hands  the  money  passed  into  those  of  the 
•aid  Warren  Hastings,  are  named; — that  such 
particularity  on  the  face  of  such  a  charge,  supposing 
it  false,  is  favourable  to  the  party  wrongfully  ac- 
cused,  and  exposes  the  accuser  to  an  instant  and 
easy  detection;  for  though,  as  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  himself  has  observed  on  another  occasion, 
'^  papers  may  be  forged,  and  evidences  may  appech* 
'*  in  numbers  to  attest  themg  yet  it  must  always 
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<'  be  an  tasy  matter  to  detect  the  fakity  of  any 
^<  forged  paper  produced  by  examining  the  wit<» 
nesses  separately,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  subr 
sequent  cross  examination,  in  which  case,  if  fake^ 
^'  they  will  not  be  able  to  persevere  in  one  regular 
"  consistent  story." 

Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such  par« 
ticularity  in  the  charge  to  detect  tiae  falsehood 
thereof,  and  if  no  attempt  to  disprove  it,  and  no 
defence  whatever  be  made,  a  presumption  justly 
and  reasonably  arises  in  favour  of  the  truth  of  such 
charge. — ^I'hat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead 
of  offering  any  thing  in  his  defence,  declared,  that 
he  would  not  suffer  Nuncamar  to  appear  before  the 
Board  as  his  accuser. — That  be  attempted  to  indict 
bis  said  accuser  for  a  conspiracy,  in  which  he 
failed ;  and  tlutt  the  said  Rafah  Nuncomar  was 
^iKX)n  after,  and  while  his  charge  against  the  Mid 
Warren  Hastings  was  dependmg  before  the  Council, 
indicted  upon  an  English  penal  statute,  which  does 
$)0t  extend  even  to  Scotland,  before  the  Supreme 
Coort  of  Judicature  for  an  offence  said  to  have 
lieen  committed  several  years  before,  and  not  ca- 
pital )»y  the  laws  of  India,  and  was  condemned  and 
eioecialied.-^--«— That  the  evidence  of  this  man,  not 
having  been  encountered  at  the  fame,  when  it  might 
cod  ought  to  have  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ihgs,  ncfBeuns  justly  in  fonce  against  him,  and  is 
j)ot  abated  by  the  capital  pomshttient  of  the  said 

Nuncomar, 
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Nuncomar,  but  rather  confirmed  by  the  time  and' 
circumstances,  in  which  the  accuser  of  the  saidf 
WaiTen  Hastings  suffered  death. — That  one  of  the : 
offices,  for  whjch  a  part  of  the  money  above  men- 
tioned is  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  was  given  by  him  to  Munoy  Begun^ 
the  B'idow  of  the  late  Myr  Jaffier,  Nabob  of  Bengal, 
whose  son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at 
present — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  beea 
instructed  by  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East* 
India  Company  to  appoint  "  a  minister  to  tranaact 
"  the  political  affairs  of  the  Government,  and  to 
"  select  for  that  purpose  some  person  well  qualified 
for  the  affairs  of  Government,  to  be  the  minister 
and  guardian  of  the  Nabob  s  minority.? — That, 
for  these  offices,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  several 
duties  belonging  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
selected  and  appointed  the  said  Munny  Begum,  a 
woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  incapable  of, 
$uch  offices,  and  restrained  from  acting  in  such  ca- 
pacities by  her  necessary  seclusion  from  the  world, 
and  retirement  in  a  seraglio. — That  a  considerable 
deficiency  or  embezzlement  appearing  in  this 
woman's  account  of  the  young  Nabob  s  stipend^ 
4ie  voluntarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her 
»eal,  tliat  she  had  given  J}.  15^000  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  de- 
claration corresponds  with  and  confirms  that  part 
•f  the  charge  produced  by  Rajah  Nuncomar,  to 
VOL.  XII.  L  ^hich 
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which  il  relates. — ^That  neithttfthis,  nor  any  ether 
part  of  the  smA  charge^   has  been  at  any  time^ 
directly  denied  or  deputed  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  tbon^  made  to  his  face,  and  though  he 
was  r^i^eatedly  accused  by  hk  colleagues,  who  were 
ajppdtnted  by  Pariiament  at  the  same  time,  with 
himself,  of  peculationf  of  every  sort — That  instead 
of  promoting  a  strict  inquiry,  into  his  conduct  for  the 
clearance  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  did  re- 
peatedly endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  all  inquiry 
by  attempting  to  dissolve'  the  meetings  of  the  Coun- 
cil, at  which  such  charges  were  produced,  and  by 
other  pieans ;  and  has  not  since  taken  any  step»  to 
disprove  or  refute  the  same. — That  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September  1775,  as- 
sured the  Court  of  Directors,  '^  that  it  was  his  fixed 
**  determination  most  iully  and  liberally  to  explain 
every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  on  the  points, 
on  which  he  had  been  injuriously  arraigned,  and 
(^  to^ord  tiiem  the  clekrest  conviction  of  his  own 
integrity,  and  of  the  jjtopriety  of  his  motives  for 
declining  a  present  defence  of  it ;"  and  having 
never  since  given  to  the  Court  of  Directors  any 
explanation  whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal 
explanation  he  bad  promised  so  repeatedly,   has 
thereby  abandoned  even  that  late  and  protracted 
defence^  which  he  himself  must  have  thou^t  neces- 
sary to  be  made  at  some  time  or  other;  and  which 
he  woidd  Ibe  thought  to  have  deferred  to  a  period 
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tndre  suitable  aiid  conv^nieiit  thm  thaf^  m  whicb 
Che  facts  wer^  recent,  mi  the  impre^ion  of  thes^ 
and  other  cbargea  of  the  ^nme  nature  agiamet  hini 
was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  the  minds  of  men. 

That  on  the  3otb  of  March  1 775  11^  member  of 
the  Council  produced  i^nd  laid  before  the  Board  a 
pettdoR  from  Mir  Zeip  Abul  Dheen,  (formerly  far" 
raer  of  a  district,  and  who  had  been  in  creditable 
stations)  setting  foith,  that  Khstn  Jeban  Kh&n,  then 
Pi^onsdor  of  Houghly,  had  pbtaioed  that  oiice  from 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  with  a  salary  of  seventy- 
tvo  tfaousatKi  Sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and  that  the  said 
Pliokedar  had  given  a  receipt  ^  bribe  to  the  patron 
of  the  city  J  meaning  Wamen  Hastings,  to  pay  hiip 
anoiially  thirty-six  thousand  rupees  a  year,  and  a]$o 
to  his  Banyan,  Canfoo  Baboo,  four  thousand  rupees 
a  year,  out  of  the  salary  above  ttientioned. — ^That 
by  the  35  th  article  of  the  I]:\structions  given  to  the 
Goveraour-Geoeral  and  Council^  they  are  directed 
''  immediately  to  cause  the  strictest  ipquiry  to  h$ 
^  made  into  all  oppressions;  -wtAch  might  hay# 
^  been  Gommilted  either  against  ti)e  Natives  or 
^  £aropeaQs,  and  into  all  abuae^,  that  might  hax^a 
^  pnevailod  m  the  coUectioo  of  the  Revenue^?,  lOr 
^  any  part  of  the  dvil  Goverame&t  oi  the  Presi* 
.'*  dency,  add  to  cotnmunicate  to  the  VkfCtor^  aU 
*<  iBfioraaiMni  wfaieh  tb^y  might  be  aU^to  obtain 
^^  rdative  iheretoi  or  to  any  dis»pc^on  or  embea-' 
"  akmeot  of  the  Cotopan/a  mowy-"— That  the- 
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above  petition  and  instruction  having  been  read  in 
Council,  it  was  moved  that  the  petitioner  should 
be  ordered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  make  good 
his  charge.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  de- 
clared, "  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  purpose 
'^  of  the  majority  to  make  him  the  sole  object  of 
"  their  personal  attacks.— That  they  had  taken 
"  their  line,  and  might  pursue  it. — ^That  he  should 
"  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this  transac- 
"  tion,  but  as  they  would  be  equally  applicable  to 
"  matiy  others,  which  in  the  course  of  tliis  business 
"  were  likely  to  be  brought  before  the  Board,  he 
"  should  say  no  more  on  the  subject ;" — and  he 
objected  to  the  motion. — ^That  by  the  preceding 
declaration  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  admit, 
that  many  other  charges  were  likely  to  be  l>rought 
against  him,  and  that  such  charges  would  be  of  a 
similar  nature  to  the  first,  viz.  a. corrupt  bargaining 
for  the  disposal  of  a  great  ofBce,  since  he  declared 
that  his  remarks  on  that   transaction  would  be 
equally  applicable  to  the  rest ;  and  that,  by  object- 
ing to  the  motion  for  the  personal  attendance  of  the 
accuser,  he  resisted  and  disobeyed  the  Company's 
instructions ;  and  did,  as  far  as  depended  on  his 
power,  eni.*..ivour  to  obstruct  and  prevent  all  in- 
quiry into  the  charge.     That  in  so  doing  he  failed 
in  his  duty  to  the  Company ;  he  disobeyed  their 
express  orders,  and  did  leave  the  charge  against 
himself  without  a  reply,  and  even  without  a  denial ; 

and 
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ud  with  that  unavoidable  presumption  against  his 
ianocence,  which  lies  against  every  person  accused, 
who  not  only  refuses  to  plead,  but,  as  far  as  his 
vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  examincUion 
of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  inquiry  into  the  triith 
of  it. — ^That  the  motion  having  been  nevertheless 
carried,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  day 
following,  declare,  ^^  tliat  he  could  not  sit  to 
*^  be  confronted  with  such  accusers^  uor  suffer  a 
^'  judicial  inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  Board,  of 
"  which  he  was  President;  and  declared  the  meet- 
'*  ing  of  the  Board  dissolved.' — That  the  Board 
continued  to  sit  and  examine  witnesses, « servants  of 
the  Phousdar,  on  oath  and  written  evidence,  being, 
letters  imder  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Phousdar,  all 
directly  tending  to  prove  the  charge .;  viz.  that  out 
of  the  salary  of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a  year 
paid  by  the  Company,  the  said  Phousdar  received 
but  thirty-two  thousand^  and  that  the  remainder 
was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his 
Banyan. — ^That  the  Phousdar,  though  repeatedly 
ordered  to  attend  the  Board,  did,  imder  varipus 
pretences,  decline  attending,  until  the  i  gth  of  May, 
when  the  letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,,  und^r  his 
hand  and  seal,  being  shomi  to  him,  it  was  proposed 
by  a  member  of  the  Board,  that  he  should  be 
asked,  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  swear  to 
the  truth  of  such  answers  as  he  might  make  to  the 
questions  proposed  by  the  Board. — ^Th&t  the  said 

L  3      r  Warren 


150  AMtCLES  01?  CfiARCA 

Warren  Hastings  objected  to  his  being  put  to  hk 
oath.«««That  the  question  was  neverthdess  put  to 
him,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  Board. — 
That  he  first  declined  to  swtof,  undej  pretence  that 
it  was  a  matter  qfseriata  consequence  to  his  ch^strdc* 
ter  to  take  an  oath;  and,  when  it  was  finally  left  to 
his  option,  he  declared,  "mean  people  might 
'^  swear,  but  that  his  character  would  not  allow 
**  him ;  that  he  could  not  swear,  and  had  rattier 
**  subject  himself  to  a  loss."— That  the  evidence  in 
support  <k  the  charge  being  on  oath  was  in  this 
manner  left  uncontradicted  ;  thdt  it  was  admitted 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  n«ther  Mussul- 
men  Or  Hindoos  are  forbidden  by  the  precepts  of 
their  relrgion  to  swear.  That  it  is  not  ti'ue,  as  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  asiserted,  diat  it  was  rtfpug- 
nant  to  the  manners  either  of  Hindoos  or  Mussitl*- 

* 

men ;  and  that  if,  under  such  pretences,  the  nativfts 
^•ere  to  b^  exempted  from  ttiking  ^n  oath,  when 
examined  by  the  Govemottr  and  Council,  all  tlie 
inquiries  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Company's 
instructiohs  might  fitop,  or  be  defeated.— •I'hat  no 
ytilld  reason  Was,  or  could  be^  assigned,  ^iiy  the 
satA  Phousdar  should  not  be  examined  on  oath ; 
that  the  charge  was  not  against  himsdf ;  and  that, 
if  any  questions  had  been  put  to  him,  tending  to 
make  him  Accuse  himself,  he  might  tave  declined 
to  answer  them.— Tha^  if  he  fiould  have  safely 
^tv^ojpn  to  the  innocence  of  the  said  Warren  Ha^ngs, ' 
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iram    whom   he  received    his   employmeiit,    ho 
w«8  bound  m  g^titude,  as  well  as  justice,  to  the 

said  Warren  Hastiogs  to  have  consentod  to  be  ex- 



acnined  oo  oatii. — ^That  not  having  done  so,  and 
bftving  beext  supported  aiul' abetted  in  his  refl^sal 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  whode  cha** 
ract^  and  honour  were  immediately  at  stake,  the 
whole'  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  charge 
remains  unaosweredi  and  in  full  force  against  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  who  on  this  oocasion  recur* 
red  to  the  declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the 
Direct(Mrs,  viz.  ^^  that  he  would  most  fully  and  libe* 
^**  rally  explain  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct,"' 
bat  has  never  since  that  time  given  the  Directors 
way  explanation  whatsoever  o(  his  said  conduct 
-^And  finally,  that  when  the  Court  of  Directors,  in 
Jaauery  1776,  referred  the  questicHi  (concerning 
the  legality  of  the  power  asacuned,  and  repeatedly 
exercised  by  the  ttid  Warren  Hastings^  ci  dissolving 
the  Couoeil  at  his  pleasure)  to  the  late  Charles 
Sayer,  then  standing  Counsel  of  the  East-India 
Ckmipany,  the  said  Charles  Sayer  declared  his 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  power;  bi^t  concerning  the 
we  and  exarciae  of  it  in  the  caaes  stated,  did  da^ 
daie  his  opinion  in  the  fidlowing  words :  ^^  I  be- 
^^  Ueve,  be,  Warren  Hastily  is  the  first  Gover* 
^'  OQUr,  that  ever  dissolve  a  Council  inquiring  into 
^*  Iw  behaviour,  when  he  was  innocent*'  Before 
lie  GOuld  auinaiOBthree  Coimcil%  and  dissolve  thenii 
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he  had  time  fully  to  consider  what  would  be  the 
result  of  such  conduct,  to  convince  every  body  be^ 
yond  a  doubt  of  his  conscious  guilt. 

That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the  Coun- 
cil, constituting  a  lawful  act  of  the  Govemour- 
General  and  Council,  the  said  Kh4n  Jehan  KhAo 
was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  Phousdar  of 
Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
Board. — ^That,  within  a  few  weeks  after  'the  death 
of  the  late  Colonel  Monsofi,  the  number  of  the 
Council  being  then  even,  and  all  questions  *  being 
then  determined  by  the  Govemouf-General  s  cast- 
ing voice,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  move,  and 
carry  it  in  Council,  that  the  said  Kh^n  Jehan 
Kh^n  should  be  restored  to  his  office ;  and  that 
restoration,  not  having  been  preceded,  accomf)anied, 
or  followed,  by  any  explanation  or  defeqce  whatso- 
ever, or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  speciikk  and  cir- 
cumstantial charge  of  collusion  with  the  said  Khkn 
Jehan  Khdn,  has  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  said 
charge. 

That,  besides  the  sums  charged  to  h^ve  been 
paid  to  the  said  Wfirreti  Hastings  by  the  said 
Nuncomar,  and  Munny  Begum,  and  Kh&n  Jehan 
*  KhAn,  and  besides  the  sum  of  jO- 1  io,ooo,  alreadf 
mentioned  to  have  been  accepted  without  hesita- 
4ibn  by  him,  as  a  present  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  and  that  of  his  ministers,  the  circumstances 
irf  which  have  been  particularly  reported  to  the 
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House  of  Commons,  it  appears  by  the  confession' 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  has,  at  dif- 
ferent times  since  the  promulgation  of  the  Act  of 
1773,  received  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the 
express  prohibition  of  the  said  Act,  and  his  own 
declared  sense  of  the  evident  intent  and  obligation 
thereof. — ^That  in  the  month  of  June  1780  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  made  to  the  Council,  what  he 
called,  "  a  very  unusual  tender,  by  offering  to  ex- 
"  onerate  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  a 
**'  particular  measure,  and  to  take  it  upon  hbrudf; 
declaring  that  he  had  already  deposited  two  lacks 
of  rupees  (or  twenty-three  thousand  pounds)  in 
**  the  hands  of  the  Company's  sub-treasurer  for 
"  that  service."  That  in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated 
the  2gth  of  November  1 780,  he  informed  the  Court 
of  Directors,  that  "  this  money,  by  whatever  means 
^^  it  came  into  their  possession,  zvas  fwt  his  otm /* 
but  he  did  not  then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since 
made  known  to  the  Court  of  Directors  from  whom, 
or  on  what  account,  he  received  that  money,  as  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  first  instance ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  said  Directors  signified  to  him 
their  expectation  that  he  should  comm^unicate  to 
tiiem  ^'  immediate  information  of  the  channel,  by 
which  this  mon^  came  into  his  possession^  with 
a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of 
so  extraordinary  an  event ;" — But,  from  evidence 
examined  in  England,  it  has  been  discovered  tjhat 
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Urn  money  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Ha^« 
iog^  from  Cbeyt  Sing,  the  Riyah  of  Benarea^  who 
was  soon  after  diapofisesaed  of  all  bis  furopcHrty ,  and 
driTen  from  hia  eounUy  and  gpvernmdnt  by  ^e 
aaid  Warren  Haatings. 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  by 
the  aaid  Warren  Haadngs^  that  he  bad  acUu^Uy  de* 
posited  the  sum  above  mentioned  in  the  bands  Of 
the  Company's  aub-treaanref  for  their  aenriee,  it 
doea  not  appear,  that  ^'  any  entry  whataoey^  o€ 
'^  that»  or  any  other  payment  by  tb^e  Gov^mwr- 
^  General,  waa  made  m  the  treasury  accounts,  at 
'^  or  about  the  time;"  nor  is  there  any  tra^  in  the 
Compaoy'a  books  of  ita  being  actually  paid  into 
fbeir  treaaury. 

It  appeara  thani  by  the  confession  of  tbe  ai4d 
WwKn  Heatings,  that  this  money  was  received  by 
lam;  but  itdoes  not  appear  that  be  haa  converted 
k  to  tbe  prc^erty  and  use  of  the  Company. 

That  in  a  Jetter  from  the  said  Warren  Haaliogi 
to  the  aaid  Goiirt  of  Directors,  dated  the  2^  of 
Mji;y  1783,  but  not  dispatched  as  it  oagfat  and 
ought  to  have  beea  at  that  time,  but  detained  and 
kept  back  by  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  till  the  161I1 
of  December  followinj^  he  baa  coofesaed  thereceift 
of  varioua  other  auma^  amountisig  (with  that,  which 
iiefittcopted  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly 
jC*  Otioyooo,  i^diich  soma  he  affirmed  had  been 
toQiwIad  to  the €ompany*a  psopwty  througblw 

means. 
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meanSy  but  wkbout  discov^ag  from  whom^  or  oa 
rfbsA  account,  he  received  tbe  same. — ^Tbat,  instead 
oi  CQovertiqg  this  money  tQ  the  Company's  property 
a&  he  affirmed  b^e.had  done,  it  ipLi^ars  that  ha  bad 
lent  the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  Company  upon 
bonds  bearing  interest,  which  bonds  were  demanded 
and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught  that  yet  appeia^- 
have  never  been  given  up  or  cancelled, — ^That  for 
another  con^ideralde  pcfft  of  the  above-mentioned 
sum  be  has  taken  credit  to  himself,  as  for  adq>osit 
of  his  own  property,  ^and  therefore  demandable  by 
him  out  of  the  Company's  treaaury  at  hif(  discretion^ 
That  all  suma  so  lent  or  deposited  are  not  alienated 
from  the  person,  who  lends  or  dopdaite  the  ^ame-; 
eonaequently,  that  the  declamtioa  icnftde  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastk^,  that  he  ba^  converted  thd 
wh6le  of  theae  sums  to  the  Company's  propertjs, 
was  not  troe;  nor  would  such  a  trah^r,  if  it  had 
really  been  made,  have  justified  the  a^d  Wiurrtw 
Ua^tii^  in  ori^oatty  reoeiving  the  imon^-;  wbicht^ 
being  in  the  first  instance  contiwy  to  law,  co«M 
not  be  rendered  .If  gal  by  any  subsequent  di&pOsitiob 
or  apjriicalaoD  thereof;  much  leas  would  k  have 
justified  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  tor 
luake  a  disccarvery  of  these  transactions  to  the  Court; 
of  Directors,  until  be  had  beard  of  tbe  iaquiriea 
then  itegun,  and  proceeding  in  Parikuiwat }  *  Jn 
fauUj  making  a  diMonrery^  encb  as  it  is,  in  terms 
Um  iQost  intricate,   obscure,  and    contradictory. 

That 
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That,  instead  of  that  full  and  clear  explanation  of 
his  conduct,  which  the  Court  of  Directors  demanded, 
and  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  bomid  to 
give  them,  he  has  contented  himself  with  telling 
the  said  Directors,  that,  *^  if  this  matter  was  to  be 
^  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  Publick,  his  reasons 
"  for  acting  as  he  had  done  might  furnish  a  variety 
"  oif  conjectures,  to  which  it  would  be  of  little  use 
**  to  reply.  That  he  either  chose  to  conceal  the 
"  first  receipts  from  publick  curiosity  by  receiving 
"  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without 
"  any  studied  design,  which  his  memory  could  at 
'^  that  distance  of  time  verify ;  and  that  he  could 
'^  have  concealed  them  from  their  eye  and  that  of 
"  the  Publick  for  ever.'*  That  the  discovery,  as 
for  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  law,  but 
does  not  warrant  a  conclusion  *  that  he  ^  has  disco- 
vered all^  that  he  may  have  taken.  .  That,  on  the 
tontrary,  $uch  discovery  not  being  made  in  proper 
time,  and  when  made,  being  imperfect,  perplexed, 
and  wholly  unsatisfactory,  leads  to  a  just  andrea* 
sonable  presumption,  that  other  facts  of  the  same 
nature  have  been  concealed,  since  those,  tiv'hich  he 
has  confessed,  might  have  been,  for  ever;  and 
that  this  partial  confession  was  either  extorted 
from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread  of 
detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  removing .  sus- 
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picion,  and  preventing  any  furtlier  inquiry  into  bis 
conduct. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  21st  of  February 
1784,  has  confessed  his  having  privtf/^fy  received 
another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  he  has 
not  declared,  but  which,  from  the  application  he 
says  be  has  made  of  it,-  could  not  be  less  than 
thirty-four  thousand  pounds  sterling. — ^That  he  has 
not  informed  the  Directors  from  whom  he  received 
this  money,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  account; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify  tht 
receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  application 
of  it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  umvarrantable, 
and  tvhicb,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  for  receiving 
nuoney  privately^  would  constitute  a  precedent  of 
the  most  dangerous  nature  to  the  Company's  ser* 
vice. — That  in  attempting  to  justify  the  receipt  and 
application  of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured 
to  establish  prmciples  of  conduct  in  a  Govemour, 
which  tend  to  subvert  all  order  and  regularity  in 
the  conduct  of  publick  business ;  to  encourage  and 
facilitate  fraud  and  corruption  in  all  offices  of  pecu- 
niary  trust ;  and  to  defeat  all  inquiry  into  the  mis- 
conduct of  any  person,  in  whom  pecuniary  trust  is 
reposed. — ^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his 
letter  above  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  in  the  following  terms : — 

*•  Having 
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accounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then  re-* 
solving  to  reimburse  himself  without  the  consent  of 
his  employers,  has  been  fraudulent  in  the  first  in- 
stance,  and  in  the  second  amounts  to  a  denial  and 
mockery  of  the  authority  placed  overbim  by  law; 
and  that  he  l^as  thereby  set  a  dangerous  example  to 
bis  .successours,  and  to.  every  man  in  trust  or  office 
under  him. — ^That  the  mode,  in  which  he  has  re- 
imbursed himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  higher 
order,  and  greatly,  aggravates  whatever  was  already 
criminal  in  the  other  parts  of  thb  transaction.  That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  declaring  that  he 
should  reimburse  himself  by  crediting  the  Com^ 
pany  by  a  sum  privately  recchedj  has  acknow- 
ledged himself  guilty  of  an  illegal  act  in  receiving 
money  privatelt/.—That  he  has  suppressed  or  with- 
l^eld  every  paiticular,  which  could  throw  any  light 
on. a  conduct  so  suspicious  in  a  Governour,  as  the 
private  receipt  of  money. — ^That  the  general  con- 
fession of  the  private  receipt  of  a  large  sum  in 
gross,  in  which  no  circumstance  of  time,  place, 
occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the  amount,  is  speci- 
fied, tends  to  cover  or  protect  any  act  of  the  same 
nature  (as  far  as  a  general  confession  can  protect 
such  acts)  which  may  be  detected  hereafter,  and 
which  in  fact  may  not  make  part  of  the  gross  sum 
so  confessed,  and  that  it  tends  to  perplex  and  defeat 
all  inquiry  into  such  practices.— That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  Directors  that 

'  •  he 
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te  has  resolved  to  reimburse  bim9el£  in  a  motk  tbi 
mast  siutabk  to  the  situation  of  their  affain^  viz. 
by  tecdving  money  privately  against  law,  baa  stated 
a  presumptioii  highly  injurious  to  the  integrity  of 
the  jaid  Directors ;  vis.  that  they  will  not  object 
to,  or  even  inqpuire  into  any  extraordinary  expenses^ 
itKurred  and  charged  by  their  Governours  in  Indian 
preitided  such  expenses  are  reimbursed  by  money 
privately  and  illegally  received. — ^Tfatat  he  baa  not 
#xplained  what  that  situation  of  their  affairs  was, 
or  could  be,  to  which  so  dangerous  and  corrufft  a 
principle  waa  or  might  'be  apptied. — ^Tbaft  no  evi^ 
dence  has  been  prodiK::ed  to  prove  that  it  wHa  true^ 
nor  any  ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  tbat  il 
might  be  credible,  that  any  native  of  India  ^ad 
vohintarily  and  gratuitously  given  Bk>ney  privately 
to  die  sttU  Warren  Hastings,  dxat  is^  without  soma 
proqpect  of  a  benefit  in  retunr^  or  some  dread  of 
faia  vesentnent,  if  he  refused  .-^That  it  is  not  a 
thibg  to  be  believed,  that  any  native  wodd  gif  a 
large  sums  privately  to  a  Govemoor,  wbi^  he  rcM 
iieed  to  give  or  lend  puUickly  to  Government, 
unless  it  were  to  derive  some  adequate  secret  ad^^ 
vanta^  firom  the  fttvour,  or  to  avcHd  some  tnischic^f 
firdm  the  enmity,  of  such  Govemour.  That  the 
late  eotafesBioaamade  by  the  said  Warren  Haidngs 
af  numey  received  aj^unst  law  are  no  proof  tfadt  h^ 
did  not  ofi^ttaUy  intend  to  s^ropriate  the  lame  to 
bb  Awn  use,  ttKds  coafAssioBB  batiag  been  m*da 
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at  a  suspicious  moment,  when*  and  not  before,  ht 
was  apprized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the 
House  of  CommcHis,  and-when  a  dread  of  the  con* 
sequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act  upon  his 
mind ;  that  such  confessions,  from  the  obscure,  in- 
tricate, and  contradictory  nlianner,  in  which  they  are 
made,  imply  guilt  in  the  said  Wan-en  Hastings,  as 
iar  as  they  go ;  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour 
of  reason  to  conclude  that  he  has  confessed  aU  the 
money,  which  he  may  have  corrupdy  received ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  warrant  a  just  and 
reasonaUe  presumption,  that  in  discovering  some 
part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received,  he  hoped  to 
lull  suspicion,  and  thereby  conceal  and  secure  the 
rest.  . 

That  the  Court  of  Directors,  when  the  former 
accounts  of  these  transactions  came  before  them, 
did  show  an  evident  disposition  not  to  censure  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to  give  the  most  feivour- 
able  construction  to  his  conduct;  that  nevertheless 
they  found  themselves  obliged  '^  to  confess  that 
'^  the  statement  of  those  transactions  appeared  to 
^'  them  in  many  parts  so  unintelligible^  that  they 
"  felt  tliemselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on 
"  the  Governour-Geneml  for  an  explanation,  agree- 
"  ably  to  his  promise  voluntarily  made  to  them." 

That  their,  letter,  containing  this  requisition,  was 
received  in  Bengal  iq  the  month  of  August  1 784, 
and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  embark 

.«    *         for 
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for  England  until  the  2d  of  February  1785,  but 
made  no  reply  to  that  letter  before  his  departure, 
owing,  as  he  has  since  said,  to  a  variety  of  other 
more  important  occupations. — ^That,  under  pretence 
of  such  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  a  copy  of  a  paper,  which,  he 
says,  contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept  of 
the  transaction.    That  such  a  paper,  or  a  copy  of 
it;  might  have  been  transmitted  without  interrupt- 
ing other  important  occupations,  if  any  could  be 
more  important  than  that  of  ^ving  a  clear  and 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  requisition  of  the  Di- 
rectors.   That,  since  his  arrival  in  England,  he  has 
written  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  that  Com% 
professedly  in  answer  to  their  letter  above  men- ^^  ^^ 
tioned,  but  in  fact  giving  no  explanation  or  satis-  ^J^*"  J»*y' 
facticHi  whatsoever  on  the  points,  which  they  hadijj*  end  •' 
declared  to  be  unintellidble.    That  the  terms  ofcbarget. 
his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  obscure,  such  as  a 
guilty  man  might  have  recourse  to,  in  order  to* 
cover  his  guilt,  but  such  as  no  innocent  man,  from 
whom  nothing  was  required  but  to  clear  his  in- 
nocence by  givmg  plain  answers  to  plain  questions, 
could  possibly  have  made  use  of.    That  in  his  * 
letter  of  tbe.i  ith  of  July  1785  he  says,  '^  that  he 
*'  has  been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  information 
'*  required  as  above  was  yet  expected  from  him : 
*^  that  the  submission,  which  t  his  reject  would 
'^  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  command  im- 

K  0  'r  posed 
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^  po^ed  Of)  hup,  9¥^  jo^f  to,  his  recoliectiimp  p^>« 
''  b^pe,  frcM)  t^  stronger  inipfe^qn,  ly^Ui^h  tbft 
^  first  aqd  4ia.ti^t  peFuso}  of  it  b^  teft  oq  hi| 
^^  mincli  ^t  it  wfi9  ratb^  intende;^  %9  a  Tepr^ 
*^  hensioa  foic  som^thin^.  lyl^ch  bod  giv^  oflfeiPQ^^ 
^<  19  bis  feporli  of  (be  origw^l  tranwctipi]^  tbqn  nii 
^^  ei^prtssjkv^  of  aiiiy  wmt  of  a  further  elucid^tim 
«  of  it" 

Tbi^t  tbe  said  Wairen  Hastings,  ifi  affecting  tft 
doubt  wbetber  th^  inforiaatioii  expre^afy  required 
of  IMm  by  bis  emptpyora  was  ^pectad:  or  not,  hai. 
e^MJbavoiired  to  juisUfy  a  crirnioal  dek^y  and  ewskaa 
lA  giviPg  it.-^Th94  considering  the  importaaee  of 
t^a  subJQct,  aad  tba  veceat  date  of  the  cotm&mif 
it  i».oot  pQSBible  Mat.  iV  couU  h  k»t  t^  his  rsadko^ 
tim  ;  Q»Jii(Ai  teas  is.  it  possible  tbak  he  could,  hsca 
usder^tood  the  spmick  demwd  of  aa  answer  to 
sp^Oi^  qMQ^tionsi  to  be  intended  only  as:  a  iie« 
prebenaioni  for  a  forinei;  offimce ;  idz.  the  offi^ee 
of  withholding  from  the  DicectoiiS:  tiiat  very  ex- 
pHwatlM,  whieb  be  ougbA  tOt  bave  ^vioa  in  the 
&lBt  iQStaiMce^--^Tbat  the.  said  Warcen  Hastings^  in 
hi«.anft^K^  te  thp  aaid  questions^^  ceietiousLy  a;iroida 
aftrmiog  or  denying  any  thing  ip  clear  ppsUiro 
teems,  and  pvofeaaes  to,  reeolleot  aothing  widi  ab^ 
solute  certainty>--7Xhat  be  b^  not,  w&Bk.  aow, 
inforoaed  tlie  Dk^cto^.  of  the  .oame^  of  any  oae ' 
pcttDn^  feoii^  whoBo  any  pait  of  thft  mooej?  in 
quefition>  waa  teceaired^  lym  nihaA  waa  the*  motive  of 

any 
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tay  ftfle  peAiOti  fof  ^vihg  thfe  8Bitie;-^That  he  has, 

indeed,  decla»r^d  th4t  his  Itiotive  for  lending  to  the 

CoDnt)apyi  or  depositing  iti  their  treasury,  Ih  his 

own  iiaiiie,  ttioney,  which  he  has,  in  other  places, 

declared  to  b&  fceit  property,  was  to  avoid  osten- 

tatiOA ;  end  that  iendiHg  the  monej^  waii  tke  least 

Osik  to  reJktthH;  yet,  when  he  ha*  stated  these 

and  othe^  cohjecturtti  motived  for  his  bVrn  fconduet, 

fee  dtelares  he  will  net  affltfn,  tk6tigh  ht  isfrn^ 

pef^mtdeiy  that  ikose  ^^rt  fc*^  setiHtneMs  bfi  We 

tcctimn.     ThAt  bf  ohe  thing  only  the  saifl  Waihrdh 

Hastkigs  dtektr^  he  i^  ti^ttitn  ;  rh.  *^  T\iM  it  n^ 

'*  hid  design  oHginally  to  have  eonte^  the  re- 

^^  teipt  df  it!l  itiilte,  tkjit^pt  the  ^^ednd^  6v6n  A-oth 

♦'  III6  knowtedg*  bf  the  Court  of  tHf ectOfs ;  bm 

'^  Chut  #h«b  fdrttnfie  thfew  i  shm  ih  his  t^ay  6f  k 

''^  tttHgttitude,  whkh  tmU  nbi  he  tMcealed,  ahd  ibfe 

"  ]^i4ia»  Mi<Acy  of  his  ftitbatiob  At  the  tittie^  ih 

*"  wMieh  be  bad  VeeMv^d  it,  iMde  him  tifioi^  d»- 

**  etttfispect  of  «^pe«Miie«ft^  hb  tko$e  to  6|ipri2^ 
^  hte  ittpbyeft  of  if-  -That  the  said  w*»mi 

His^fig^  info^I'ltis  the  Diy^tot^  tiiat  he  had  en- 
dorsed the  bonds  taken  by  him  for  ihclfiAy  hAcftig- 
ing  to  the  Company,  axnl  lent  by  him  to  the 
Company,  m  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming 
a  claim  on  the  Company^  as  part  of  his  estate  in  the 
event  of  his  deAth;  but  he  has  not  affirmed,  nor 
does  it  any  where  appear,  that  he  has  surrendered 
ihe  said  bonds,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.    That 

V  3  *be 
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the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he  had 
not  time  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the 
Directors,  while  he  was  in  Bengal — in  not  bring- 
ing with  him  to  England  the  documents  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  answer  those  questions,  or  in  pre* 
tendmg  that  he  has  not'  brought  them — in  referring 
the  Directors  back  again  to  Bengal  for  those  do- 
cuments, and  for  any  further  information  on  a 
subject,  on  which  he  has  ^ven  them  no  infor- 
mation, and  particularly  in  referring  them  back  to 
a  person  in  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which  he  says 
contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept  of  tha 
transaction,  while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt 
whether  that  paper  be  still  in  beings  whether  it  be 
in  the  hands  of  that  person,  or  whether  that  jpersoR 
can  recollect  any  thing  distinctly  concerning  it-^ 
has  been  guilty  of  grpss  evasions,  and  of  palpable 
prevarication  and  deceit,  as  well  as  of  contumacy 
and  disobedience  to  the  lawful  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Directors ;  and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former 
evidencei  of  his  having  constantiy  used  the  influence 
of  his  station  for  the  most  scandalous,  illegal,  and 
corrupt  purposes. 
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TX.  RESIGNATION  OF  THE  OFFICE  Op 
GOVERNOUR-GENERAL 


THAT  Warren^  Hastings  having,  bj  his  agent 
Lauchlin  Af  acleane,  Esquire, .  on  the  i  oth  day  df 
October,  in  the  year  1776,  "  signified  to  the  Court 
^*  of  Directors  his  desire  to  resign  his  office  of 
"  GovemourtGeneral  of  Bengal,,  and   requested 
^^  their  nomination  of  a  successor  to  the  vacancy, 
^  v?hich   would    be    thereby  occasioned    in.  the 
"  Supreme -Council,"  the  Court  of  Directors .  did 
ibereupon  desire  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  '^  to 
*^  inform  them  of  the  authority,  under  which  he 
■*  acted  in  a  point  of  such  very  great  importance  ;'* 
and  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  ^^  signifying  th^e- 
^^  upon  his  readiness  to  ^ve  the  Court  every  pos- 
**  sible  satisfaction  on  that  subject,  but  the  powers, 
^'  with  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in 
^'  his  custody,  being  mixed  with  other  matters  of 
^  a  nature  extremely  confidential,  he  would  submit 
'*  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  any. three  of  the^ 
"  members  of  the  Court,"  the  said  Court  of  Di- 
rectors empowered  the  chairman,  deputy  chairman, 
and  Richard  Becher,' .  Esquire,  to .  inspect  the  au- 
thorities, powers,  and   directions,  with  which  Mr. 
Macleane  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Hastingi^i  to  make 

M  4  the 
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the  pr(q[>06itioQs  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  loth 
October  1776,  and  to  report  their  opmion  thereoo. 
And  the  said  Committee  did  accordingly,  on  die 
23d  of  tiie  said  month,  report,  '^  that,  having  con- 
'^  ferred  with  Mr.  Macleane  on  the  subject  of  his 
^^  letter  presented  to  the  Court  the  1  ith  instant, 
<«  they  feund  that,  fiton  the  purport  of  Mr.  Hast- 
^*  ings's  instructions,  cooteined  in  a  paper  in  his 
'^  own  hand-writing  given  to  Mr.  Macleaoe^  and 
^  produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr.  Hasting  declared 
^'  he  would  not  contbue  in  the  gwenoiBeot  of 
^\  Bengal,  unless  certabi  c«nditioi»>  theorein  apeci'* 
^  itedp  could  be  obtained^  of  which  they  saw  no 
^  probabSity;  and  Mn  George  Vansittart  had 
(^  declared  to  them,  thai  he  wu  present  wJmd 
^^  these  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  MkIcmi^ 
"  and  wben  Mr!  Hastings  empowmd  Mr^  Mac- 
^^  feane  to  declare  his  resignation  to  the  said 
"  Court  J  that  Mr.  Stewart  had  likewise  ooafimied 
'^  to  them,  that  Mr«  Hastings  dedasred  to  faia^  that 
<<  he  1^4  ^v«n  directBooa  to  the  above  porpoae  by 
''  Mr.  Madeane." 

And  the  Ccwrt  of  Diceotors,  having  raceiaed 
fiflom  the  said  report  doe  sads&ction  reelecting  the 
authority  vested  in  the  said  Lauchlin  Maeleane  ID 
propose  the  said  res^oatioa  of  the  office  of  Govtr* 
nour*General  of  Bengal,  did  unammoualy  resolM 
ta  accept  the  aame ;  and  did  alao^  under  pawata 
vested  in  the  said  Court  by  the  Act  of  tiaa  13I& 

year 
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present 
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nominate  and  ap« 
'^  pomt  Edward  Wheler,  Esqmre,  to  succeed  to 
'^  the  office  in  the  Council  of  Fort-WiUiam  in 
^  Bengal,  which  will  become  vacant  by  the  said 
^  resignation,  if  such  nomination  shall  be  approved 
''  by  His  Majesty:"*  which  nomination  tod  ap^ 
pcMtttment  was  afterwards,  in  due  form,  approved 
and  confirmed  by  His  Majesty. 

That  the  Court  of  Directors  did,  by  a  postscript 
to  thtar  general  letter,  dated  25tb  OctcAier  17761 
ae({iiamt  the  Govemo«r-General  and  Comidl  At 
Calcutta  of  their  accepianoe  of  tlie  said  resign 
nfllioii,  of  their  appoiotHMlt  iff  Edward  WheleTi 
Esqukv,  t9  fill  the  Mid  raeaney,  and  of  His  Ma« 
lesty^  approtelioa  bf  the  said  appointment,  to« 
gsther  trich  the  grounds^  of  theh*  e«d  proceedtngs  t 
aftddid  traBsnit  to  the  said  OovemoQr-Genenil 
attd  CMneil  eopiee  of  the  said  iostnisients  of 
appoHiHiiiiiii  ana  connniiation. 

11m«  the  aaidf  diapatchca  from  the  Court  of  Di- 
feeto^  were  received  ae  Calcutta,  and  were  read 
io  Cdfndi  on  the  1^  day  of  JtiM,  in  the  year 
1777;  aad  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esqnire,  having 
tidMR  no  steps  to  y)eM  the  govefmnent  to  his  swn 
eMMMr,  Genera}  Clavering,  Md  having  observe 
•  profeend  silence  oer  the  subject  of  the  said  €li»^ 
fpateties,  he,  the  said  General  Clavering,  did,  on 
Itt  nest  di^,  being  the.20tb  of  June,  by  a  lettor 
mMi  eased  to  Ae  said  Warren  Hastings,  require 

him 
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Imn  to  surrender  the  keys  pf  Fort- Williain  and  of 
Ihe  Company's  treasuries;  but  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  positively  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
said  requisition,  ^'  denying  that  his  office  was 
*'  vacated,  and  declaring  his  resolution  to  assert 
**  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every  legal  means.** 
That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conceiving 
that  the  office  of  Gov^mour-General  was  vacated 
by  the  arrival  of  the  said  dispatches,  which  ac- 
quainted the  Council-General  of  the  resignation  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  Appointment  of 
the  said  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  and  that  he, 
the  said  General  Clavering,  had  in  consequenee 
thereof  legally  succeeded  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  the  13th  year  of  His  presi^t  Majest/j 
reign  to  the  said  office  of  Govemour-GeQeral^ 
become  vacant. in  the  maimer  aforesaid,  idid,  m 
virtue  thereof,  issue  in  his  own  name  summonses 
to  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Francis, 
Esquire,  members  of  the  Council,  to  attend  .the 
same ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the .  said  Philip 
Francis,  Esquire,  who  obeyed  the  said  summon^, 
did. take  the  oaths  as  Govemour-General,  ax|d  did 
I  sit  and  preside  in  Council  as  Govemour-GenetBl, 

and  prepared  several  Acts  and  Resolutions. ia  the 
said  capacity  of  Govemour-General ;  and.did^ 
ampnggt  other  things,  prepare  a  proclaimatioii^  to 
be  made  of  his  said  succession  to  the  goveiTunent^* 
and  of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  tbesakl 

proclamation  ;> 
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proclamation ;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  Acts 
or  Resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution. 

The  said  Warren  Hastings  did»  notwithstanding 
thereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  resolution  to  assert 
and  maintain  his  authority,  ille^Uy  and  unjustifi- 
ably summon  the  Council  to  meet  m.  another  de- 
partment, and  did  sit  and  preside  therein,  apart 
from  the  said  General  Clavering  and  his  Council ; 
and  in  conjunction  with  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire, 
who  Concurred  therein,  issued  sundry  orders,  and 
did  sundry  Acts  of  government  belonging  to  the 
office  oS  Govemour-General ;  .and,  amongst  others, 
did  order  several  letters  to  be  written  in  the  name 
of  the  Gpvemour-General  and  Council,  and  did 
subscribe  the  same,  to  the  commandant  of  the 
garriaoq  of  Fort- William,  and  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Barrackpore,  and  to  the  commanding 
officei^B  at  the  other  stations,  and  also  to  the  pro« 
vincial.  councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces; 
enjoining  them  severally  *^  to  obey  no.  orders,- ex^- 
<<  cepting  such  as  should  be  signed .  by  the.  said 
"  Warren  Hastings,  or  a  majority  of  his  Council." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  by  the  said 
proceedings,  which  were  contrary  both  to  law  and 
to  good  faith,  constitute  a  double  Government, 
thereby, destroying  and  annihilating  all  government 
whatever;  and,  by  his  said  orders  to  the  military 
officers^  did  prepare  for  open  resistance  by  arms, 
Aqx»ipg   thereby  the    settlement,    apd  .  all   the 

inhabitants, 
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HifaabitttitB,  subjects  of  Or  dependmt  an  the  firicish 
Government,  whether  native  or  European^  not  6nly 
to  political  distractionBy  but  to  the  horrours  of  civil 
war ;  and  did)  by  exposing  the  divisions  and  wMk-'^ 
ness  of  tl^  Supreme  Oovemmettt,  and  thereby 
loosening  tbe  obedience  of  the  provkices^  ibake 
the  whole  foundation  of  BritiBh  ^utbori^,  Udd 
inuniDently  eu^bnger  tiie  existence  of  the  Bfitilh 
natioii  in  India. 

That  the  said  evHswere  averted  only  by  tb6 
modefation  of  die  said  Oeneral  Claveritig^  ftAd 
Philip  FraxictSy  £sq.  ia  consenting  to  a  r^<^reti6e« 
and  submitting  to  the  deeision  of  the  Judges  of  ltt« 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  although  th^y  etitef«> 
lamed  no  doubts  themselves  on  the  l^ality  df 
their  proceedings^  and  th«  validity  of  GeMfU 
ClaverhigV  instant  right  to  the  Qmt ;  and  alflMM^ 
tbey  were  not  in  anyway  bound  by  kw  to  cotiStjdt 
the  said  JodgeS)  who  had  no  legaOi  or  judicial  tttt^ 
thority  therein  »  virtue  of  their  offieesi  or  iM  a 
toonrt  of  justice^  but  were  consulted^  and  idttffposed 
fhetr  adviee,  only  as  hklividualsy  by  tbe  volutttaiy 
refsreace  of  the  parties  in  tile  said  dispute.  And 
Iho  said  Waryea  Hastings  by  his  d4bkyrMk»H  «ft^ 
tered  in  Minutes  of  CoutH^^  *'  that  it  mA  hft 
''  detemniatfen  to  abide  by  the  ''  opinfiMi  61  tM 
^'  Jodge%''  and  by  the  meAsored  he  had  pfevkitisl^ 
talBen  aa  aforesaid  to  enforce  the  same  by  Mnify 
iM  risk  all  the^  dafigerous  consequences   &bove 

/  mentioned; 
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meQtiQfied ;  wliich  must  have  taken  place,  if  the  said 
Gwcml  Glavuiag  and  Philip  Ffanc|s»  Esq.  had 
Wt  beten  i»Qrt  tcodor  of  the  poblick.  interests,  and 
tesa  teiiMiOUs  of  their  own  rights,  and  had  per* 
tisted  ia  their  claiin»  as  they  were  by  law  entitled 
to  do^  the  extra«-judicial  interposition  of  the  Judges 
notwithstanding ;  and  from  which  claim  they  re^ 
ceded  only  from  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  Settlement,  and  to  prevent  the  mischiefs, 
which  the  fflegal  resistance  of  the  said  Warren 
iiastipgB  would  otlierwise  iB&llibly  ha^e  oecasionedL 
That  after  the  said  Judges  had  delivered  thekr 
opinion^  ^  that  tbe  place  and  office  of  Govemour* 
*^  General  of  this  Presidency  had  not  yet  beeil 
^^  vacated  by  Wajnrea  Hastings,  and  that  the  aetai^ 
<<  assumptioo  of  the  Goremment  by  the  member 
**  of  the  Council  next  in  succession  tcx  Mr.  Has^ 
'^  ing;9^  in  consequence  of  any  deduction,  which 
*'  coiakd  be  made  fix>m  the  papera  commiuiicated 
"  to  them^  would  be  absolutely  illegal  ;*  and  alter 
the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Francis,  Esq* 
had  signified  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  by  a 
letter  (kted  the^  21  at  of  June,  '^  their  intention  to  ao- 
'^  qoiesce  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judges ;'"  and  when^ 
the  differences'  »  the  Supreme  Councft  were  by 
these  meaoa  compoeed,  a»d  the  calamities  con- 
sequent thereon  were  avoided,  the*  said  Warre» 
HastilAgs^  and  Bichard  Bapwell,  Esq.  did  once  raoore 
ioduger  the  pubiick  peac^  and  security  l^  ether 

illegal^ 
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illegal,  unwarrantable,  and  unprovoked  acts  of 
violence;  having  omitted  to  summon  either  the 
said  General  .Clavering,  or  the  said  Philip  Francis, 
Esq.  to  Council ;  and  having,  in  a  Council  held 
thus  privately  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary  to 
law,  on  the  2  2d  day  of  June,  come  to  the  following 
resolutions,  viz. 

^^  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  Acts,  Orders,  and 
Declarations,  of  Lieutenant  General  John  Claver- 
ing,  recited  in  the  foregoing  papers  [meaning  the 
proceedings  of  General  Clavering  in  his  separate 
Council  on  the  20th  of  June]  he  has  actually 
usurped  and  assumed,  and  taken  possession  of  the 
place  and  office  of  Govemour-General  of  the  Pre- 
sidency of  Fortr  William  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the 
Act  of  the  13th  of  His  present  Majesty  to  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq. 

^^  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  Cla- 
vering has  thereby  relinquished,  resided,  surren- 
dered, iind  vacated,  the  office  of  senior  counsellor 
of  Fort- William  in  Bengal. 

^'  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  Cla- 
vering has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  surren- 
dered, and  vacated  his  place  of  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India. 

"  Resdved,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esq.  by  virtue 
of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  death  of 
the  honourable  George  Monson,  Esq.  is  promoted 
tot  the  office  of  senior  cQunsellor  of  the  Presidency 

of 
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of  Fort- William  in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the 
said  reUnquishmenty    resignation,  surrender,   and 

vacation  of  General  Clavering. 

« 

'^  Resolved,  that  the  office  of  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India,  by  the 
celinquishment,  resignation,  surrender,  and  vacation 
of  General  Clavering,  and  by  the  death  of  the 
honourable  George  Monson,  Esq.  does  no  longer 
exist. 

"  Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
legality  of  our  proceedings,  Lieutenant-General 
John  Clavering  be  not  in  future  summoned  or  ad- 
mitted as  a  member  of  the  Govemour-General  and 
Council." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard 
Barwell,  Esq.  did  again  sit  in  Council  on  the  next 
day,  being  the  23d  of  June,  without  summoning 
either  General  Clavering,  or  Philip  Francis,  Esquire; 
and  did  come  to  several  other  resolutions,  and 
make  several  orders,  contrary  to  law  or  justice, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  tranquillity  and  the  secu- 
rity of  the  Settlement ;  that  is  to  say,  they  ordered 
their  secretary  "  to  notify  to  General  Clavering 
*^  that  the  Board  had  declared  his  offices  of  senior 
**  counsellor  and  commander-in-chief  to  be  vacant; 
**  and  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  these  pro- 
<^  ceedings,  containing  the  grounds  of  the  Board 
<Vfor  the  aforessdd  declaration." 

And  thiey  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  proceed- 
ings 
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k^  ''  to  be  laiMid  jo  gfeneni  orden.  witb  kK€ar» 
*'  to  9U  the  provlockl  ccnniGilsjuid  mli^^ 
'^  directing  t|iein  to  (mblifth  \h»  sane  in  geiiemi 
'*  orders :"  and  tbey  ceedred^  ^'  that  ell  military 
*^  returns  be  made  to  the  Go¥eniaur-G^neraI  and 
*^  CoUDcU  in  tbek  military  departaoteol^  until  a 
"  commaoder-^UMrhief  shall  be  appointed  \sy  tha 
•'  Cpmpany." 

That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  24th  of  Jttae»  the  sud  Warren  HaAtings  did 
ag^  oimt  to  ftummoii  General  ClaTenog  61 
Council,  and  dkl  again,  togetJaer  witb  Richard 
Barwell,  Esquire,  who  oodCutred  tber^  adhere  to 
and  confirm  the  said  illegal  resolutions  come  to  un 
the  two  former  days,  declaring  *^  that  they  could 
^  not  be  retracted  but  by  tJbe  preseat  authorify  of 
^^  the  law,  or  by  future  orders  frooi  home  ;**  and 
aggravating  the  guilt  of  the  said  unjustifiable  ads 
by  declaring  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did^ 
"  that  they  were  not  the  precipitate  eflects  of  an 
^'  ioatant  and  passionate  impulse,  b«il  ^  findts  of 
^  loag  and  most  temperate  delib^iatioBS^  of  in« 
^  evitable  necessity,  of  tiie  strictest  sense  of  publidi 
^'  dbty,.  and  of  a  conirktion  equal  b  ils  ]Bipre8$i(m 
^  an  his  mind  to  absolute  certainty;" 

That  the  said  Wamrcsn  Haatinga  vns  the  less 
exxruaable  in  thia  ckstinate  adbereBBe  to  hia  fafaier 
unjust  proceedings,  as  the  said  dodaiBtioats  were 
nwte^  in  aaawet  to  a  motioof  made  by  Pbilqp 

Francis^ 
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Hfttdcia,.  EsqiHre,  for  the  reversal,  of  the  said  pro«> 
cwdbg|9,  ancji  to  a  Minute  intixxlucjiig  the  said 
motion ;  in  which  Mr.  Fr^cis  set  forth  in  a  clear 
aiMl  forcible  nmnner,  and  in  t^rms,  with  which  tlie 
Cpurt  of  Directors  have  qince  declared  their  entire 
concurr^ix^e,  both  the  extreme  danger,  and  >  thft 
illegality  and  invalidity  of  the.  said  proce^ings  of 
Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  fiarwell,  Esq.  con- 
cluding the  said.  Minute  by  the  Mowing  concili-* 
atory  dedaratioa:  **  and,  that  this  salutary  moiipn 
*\  may  not  be  impeded  by  any  idea  or  suspi<;ion 
**_that  General  Clavering  may  4o  %ny  act  incpn- 
'^  distent  with  the  acquiesQ^nce,  which  tK>th  he  ond 
^'  I  have  avowed  in  th^.decision  of  the  Judges,  I 
'^  will  .undertake  to  answer /or  him  m  this  respect;. 
*^  or  that,  if  he  shoold  depart  feoAi  the  true  ^urit 
'^  and  meaning  of  that  acquie^ence,  I  will  not  b^: 
*\  a  party  with  him  in  such  proceedings.!'  ^ 
;  That  the  said. Warren  Hastmgs  could  not  piead 
igdorance  of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the  said  illegsjl; 
acts,  as  it  appears,  from  Jthe  proceeding)  of  the  four 
preceding  days,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  syith. 
the  tenore,  by  which  the  members  of  the  Councili 
hdd  their  offices  under  the  Act  of  the  13th  of  His^ 
presoit  Majesty,  and  had  stated  the  same  as  a- 
ground  for  retaining,his  own  dSBce,  cmitrary  to  an^ 
eipiiess  declaration  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and 
ao  instnunent  under  the  sign-manual  of  His  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  the  Judges  of  the  Suinreme  Court,  in 
VOL.  xn.  V  ^^^ 
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..r.    .  their  reasons  for  their  deeision  in  his  favour,  had 

IS  Geo.  S. 

c.  63.  stated  tiie  provisions  in  the  said  Act,  so  far  as  they 
related  to  the  matter  in  dispute;  from  which  it< 
apptoredy  that  there  were  but  four  grounds,  (m 
which  the  office  of  any  member  of  the  Council 
could  be  vacated ;  namely,  death,  removal,  resig- 
nation, or  promotion.  And  as  the  Act  confined 
the  power  of  removal  to  ^^  His  Majesty,  his  hdrs 
*^  and  -  successors,  upon  representation  made  by 
'*  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  said  United  CoAi- 
'^  pany  for  the  time  bebg;"  and  conferred  no 
sulch  power  on  *  the  Groveraour«General,  or  a 
majority  of  the  Council,  to  remove,  on  any  ground^ 
or  for  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  colleagues ; 
so,  grafting  the  claim  of  General  Clavering  to  the 
Chidr,  and  his  Acts  done  in  furtherance  thereof 
to  have  been  iUegal,  and  criminal  in  whatever 
degree,  yet  it  did  not  furnish  to  the  rest  of  the 
Council  any  ground  to  remove  him  from  his  oflke 
of  counsellor  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act; 
and  there  could  therefore  remain  only  his  resigfui^ 
tion  or  promotion^  as  a  possible  means  of  vacating 
bis  said  office.  But  with  regard  to  the  promotioa 
of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  of  Goveraour- 
General,  although  he  claimed  it  ^iipself,  yel^  as 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  i^  and  as  in  fact  it. 
was  even  receded  from  by  General  Clavering,  it 
could  not  be  considered,  at  least  by  Mr.  Hastings^ 
.as  a  valid  ground  for  vacating  his  office  of  senior 

counsellor,. 
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eminselldr,  since  the  Act  requires  for  tbat  purpose^ 
not  a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actdal  and  effectu^ 
promotion ;  and  General  Clavering's  office  of  coun- 
sellor could  no  more  be  vacated  by  such  a  naked 
claim,  unsupported  and  disallowed,  than  the  seat 
of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commbns  could  be 
vacated,  and  a  new  writ  issued  to  ^supply  the  ta« 
<^&ncy>  hy  ^is  claim  to  the  office  of  Steward  of 
the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  when  His  Majesty  has 
refused  to  appoint  him  to  the  said  office.  And 
witii  regard  to  resignation,  although  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  as  a  colour  to  his  illegal  resolutions^ 
had  affectedly  introduced,  the  word  '^  resigned" 
amongst  those  of  ^^  relinquished^  smrenderedj  and 
^^  vacated,"  yet  he  well  knew  that  General  Claver^ 
ing  had  made  no  offer,  nor  declaration,  of  his  re* 
fiigiiation  of  his  offices  of  senior  counsellor,  and 
commander-in-chief;  and  that  he  did  not  claim 
the  office  of  Govemour-General  on  the  ground  of 
axff.  such  resignation  made  by  himsdf,  but  on  the 
ground  of  a  resignation  made  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  which  resignation  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  not  admit ;  and  the  use  of  the  term  resigned^ 
on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  manifest  and  wiliiil 
misconstruction  and  misapplication  of  the  words  of  the 
Act  of  His  present  Majesty.  And  such  misinterinre^ 
tation  and  false  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation 
waa  the  more  indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
V  ht  waa  at  the  same  moment  disavowing  and 

N  a  refusing 
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refusing  to  give  efiect  to  his  owb  clear  and  ttpress 
itesignadoii,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  oiean- 
ing  of  the  word  as  used  in  the  said  Act,  made  by 
his  agent,  duly  authorized  and  instructed  by  him* 
self  so  to  do,  to  an  autiiority  compet^^t  to  recd^e 
and  accept  the  same. 

•  That  ^ilthou^  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
afterwards  recede  finom  the  said  illegal  measures, 
in  compliance  with  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the 
Judges  .again  interposed,  and  did  thereby  avoid 
the  guilt  of  such  further  acts>  and  the  blame  of 
such  further  evils,  as  must  have  been  consequent 
on  a  persistence  therein,  yet  he  was,  nevertheless, 
still  guilty  of  the  illegal  acts  above  described  ;  and 
the  same  are  great  crimes  and  misdemeanoxs. 

*  That,  althou^  the  Judges  did  decide  that  the 
office  of  Goveni6ur-*General,  held  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  was  not  ipso/acto  and  imUmter 
vticated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said  dispatches  and 
documents,  transmitted  by  the  Court  of  Directors*; 
and  did  consider  (he  said  consequences  of  the 
fesigpatioii  as  awaiting  some  future  act  or  event 
for  its  complete  and  effectual  operatbn ;  yet  the 
said  JWges  did  not  declare  any  o{mii(m  on  the 
liitifAate  invalidity  of  the  said  acts  of  Lauchlm 
Madeane,  Esq.  as  not  being  binding  on  his  prin- 
dpal,  Waircn  Hastings,  Esq.  nor  did  they  deckite 
aery  ^nion,  that  the  obligation  of  the  said  rcsig- 
Mftion  was  not  from  tiie  be^nmng  conclusive  and 
_—    -•  18  effectuaV 
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effisctual,  altboti^  its  operation  was,  from   the 

necessity  of  the  case^  on  account  of  the  distance 

•between  England  and  India,  to  take  place  oqly  in 

future;  or  that  the  said  r^igaation  made  by  Lauch- 

liD  Madeane,  Esq.  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal  of 

a  resignation  to  be  made  at  some  future  and  in^ 

-definite  period^  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the  desire 

of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  to  resign  at-  some  future 

and  indefinite  period,  and  that  the  said  resignation, 

notwithstanding,  the  acceptance  th^eof   by  th^ 

Court  of  Directors,  and  the  regular  appomtn^ent 

and  confirmation  of  a  successour^  was  itili  to  re^ 

main  optional  in  the  said  Warren  Hastily  to  b(p 

ratified  or  departed  from  at  his  future  choice  or 

pleasure;  nor  did  the  sidd  Judg^  pronounce,  nor 

do  any  of  their  reasonings,  which  accompanied  their 

decision,  tend  to  establish  it  as  their  opinioi>,  that 

even  the  time  for  ratifying  and  completing  the  said 

transactioQ  was  to  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the 

. sud. Warren  Hastin^^;  but  they  only  delivered 

.Ibeir  ofanion,  as  aforesaid,   that   hb  said  office 

*'  has  not  yet  been  vacated,  and  therefore  that  the 

'^  actual  assumption  of  the  Government  by  the 

.  '^  member  of  the  Council  next  in  succession  was^ 

^^  in  the  actual  circumstances,  and  rebus  sic  stan-- 

"  abus,  illegal." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastinga  does  no  where 
himself  contend,  that  the  said  resignation  was  not 
absolute,  but  optional  according  to  the  true  mean- 

N  3  ing 
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ing  and  understanding  of  the  parties  in  England, 
and  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esq. 
•end  the  Court  of  Directors  were  binding  on  him ; 
but,  on  the  contraryi  he  grounds  his  refustd  to  com- 
plete the  same,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the 
words,  in  which  the  said  resignation,  and  the  other 
wstniments  aforesaid,  were  conceived,  but  rallier 
on"  a  disavowal  (not  direct  indeed,  but  implied) 
of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  powers,  under  which 
the  ssdd  agent  had  claimed  to  act  in  his  behalf. 
•Neither  did  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ground  hk 
said  refusal  on  any  objection  to  die  particular  day, 
or  period,  or  circumstances;  in  which  the  recjuisi- 
lion  of  General  Clavering  was  made;  nor  accom- 
pany the  said  refusal  with  any  qualification  in  that 
respect,  or  with  any  intimation  that  he  would,  at 
any  future  or  more  convenient  season,  comply  wiUi 
th^  same ;  although  such  an  intimation  might  pro- 
bably have  induced  General  Clavering  to  wave  an 
instant  and  immediate  claim  to  the  chair,  and 
might  .'therefore  have  prevented  the  distractions, 
which  happened;  and  the  greater  evils,  which 
impended,  in  consequence  of  the  said  claim  of  Ge- 
neral Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  Warren 
Hastings^  Esq.  But  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did,  on  the  contrary,  express  his  said  refusal  in  such 
general  and  unqualified  terms,  as  intimated  an  in- 
tention to  resist,,  absolutely  and  altogether,  both 
then  and  at  any  future  time,  the  said  requisitimi  of 

General 
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GiB^Xdl  Claveriog.     And  the  Bubsequent  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  do  all  concur  in 
proving-  that  such  was  his  intention ;  for  he  did 
afterwards^  in  conformity  to  the  advice  of  the 
Judges,  move  a  resolution  in  Council^  '^that  all 
^'  parties  be  placed  in  the.  same  situaticm,  in  which 
'^  they  stood  before  the  receipt  of  the  last  advices 
''  from  f^and;  reserving  and  submitting  to  a 
*^  dedsion  in  En^and  the  respective  claims,  tiiat 
*'  ^ach^  party  may  conceive  they  have  a  right  to. 
'^  make,  but  not  acting  upon  those,  claims  ^11  such 
'^  decision  shall  arrive  in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly 
and  expticitly  declaring,  that  it  was  not  his  inten-^ 
ticm   to  surrender   the    Government  until   such 
decision  should  arrive  in  Bengal^  which  could  not 
be  expected  in  less  time  than  a  year  and  a  half 
after  the  date  of  the  said  resolution ;  and  thereby 
cleiarly  and  explicitly  declaring,  th^t  he  did  not 
con»der  his  resignation  as  binding  for  the  present 
And  the  said  intention  was  manifested,  if  possible, 
stiU  more  directiy  and  expressly  in  a  ^letter  written 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, dated  the    15th  of  August  1777,   being 
almost  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  said, 
dispatches;   in  which  the. said  Wanren  Hastings 
declares,  that  "  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by 
*'  the  notification  made  by  Mr^  Macleane,  nor  by 
"  any  of  the  acts  consequent  of  it" 
That^  such  appearing  to  have  been  the  intentioa 
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ef  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  General  -Clavering 
was  justified  in  immediately  assuming  the  Govern-* 
ment^  withoat  waiting  for  any  futiu^e  act  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  actual  surrender  of 
the  said '  Government,  none  such  being  likely  to 
Itappen;  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  was  justified 
in  supporting  General  Clavering  in  the  same  on 
tiie  lioundest  principles  of  justice,  and  on.  a  ma^im 
received  in  Courts  of  Equity,  namely,  that  no  one 
shall  avait  himself  of  bis  own  wrong ;  and  ibM,  if 
any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  that,  which 
he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights  of  others  shall  not  be 
prejudiced  thereby,  but  such  acts  shall -be  deemed 
and  reputed  to  have  been  actually  performed,  and 
all    the  consequences  shall  be    enforced,  which 
would  have  followed  from  such  actual  performtoce. 
And  therefore  the  resolutamis  moved  and  voted 
in  Council  by  the  s(sdd  Warren  Hastings,  declaring 
the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to  be  vacant,  were 
not  only  illegal,   inasmuch  as  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  had  no  authority  to  warrant  such  a  de- 
claration, even*  on  the  supposition  of  the  acts'  of 
General  Clelvering  being  contrary  to  law ;  but  the 
said  resolutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and 
criminal,  inasmuch  as  the  said- acts  done  by  Ge> 
neral  Clavering,  which  were  made  the  pretence  of 
that  proceeding,  were  strictly  regular  and  legal.  / 
That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hasfin^ 
to  ratify  the  resignation, '  and  his  disavowal  of  the 

!  said 
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said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  his  agent,  is  not  justified  * 
by  any  thihg  contained  in  his  said  letter  to /the 
Court  of  Directors,  dated  on  the  151^1  of  Anglist 
1777,  the  said  .Warren  Hastings  no  wh^re  directly 
and  positively  asserting  that  the  said    Lauchlin 
Madeane  \vas  not  his  agent,  and  bad  not  both  full 
and  general  powers^  and  even  particular  instructions 
for  this  very  act ;  although  the  said  Warren  Has- 
tmgs  uses  many  indirect  and  circuitous,  but  insuffi^ 
tietit  and  inapplicable,  insinuations  to  that  effect   . 
And  the  said  letter  does  on  the  contrary  contaia 
a  clear  and  express  avowal  that  the  said  Lauchlin 
Macleane  was  bis  confidential  agent,  and  that  in 
tiiat  capacity  he  acted  throughout^  and  particularly 
in  this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.    And 
the   said  letter  does  further  admit  in  efiect  the 
instructions  produced  by  the  said  Lauchlin  Mac- 
Ijssne,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Vansittart  and 
Mr.  Stewart,  and  relied  on  and  cohfided  in  by 
the  Court  of  Directors,  by  which  the  said  Lauchlm 
Macleane  appeared  to  be  specially  empowered  to 
declare  the  said  resignation ;  the  words  of  the  said 
instnictibn  being  as  follow :  '^  that  tie  (Mr.  Has- 
tings) zviU  not  continue  in  the  Government  of  Ben^ 
gid^  ^'unless  certain  conditions  therein  specified 
^  can  be  obtluned :"  and  the  words  of  the  said 
letter  being  as  follow :     ^'  What  I  myself  know 
*'  with  certabty,  or  can  recollect  at  this  distance 
"  of  time,  concerning  the  powers  and  instructions, 

"  which 
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''  which  were  given  to  Messieurs  Macleane  and 
'^  Grahaip,  when  they  undertook  to  be  my  agents 
•'  in  England,  I  will  circumstantially  relate. 
.  "  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  which  were 
^'  presented  to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their 
^  departure  from  Bengal ;  one  of  which  comprises 
*^  four  short  propositions,  which  I  required  as 
'^  the  conditions  of  my  being  confirmed  in  this  Go^ 
"  vemment.^ 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does 
here  artfully  somewhat  change  the  words  of  his 
written  instructions  (and  which,  having  in  his  pos- 
session, he  might  as  easily  have  given  verbatim)  to 
other  words,  which  may  appear  less  explicit,  yet 
they  are  in  fact  capable  of  only  the  same  meaning ; 
for  as  at  the  time  of  ^ving  the  said  instructions 
to  his  agents  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  of- 
fice^  he  could  want  no  confirmation  therein,  except 
hisoBom;  and,  in  such  circumstances,  ^' to  require 
^  certain  things,  as  the  conditions  of  his  being  con* 
^^  frmedin  his  Gmemment^  is  tantamount  to  a 
declaration,  '^  that  he  tvill  not  continue  in  his  Go- 
*^  vernmentf  unless  those  conditions  can  be  obtained.** 
And  the  said  attempt  at  prevarication  can  serve 
its  author  the  less,  as  either  both  sentences  have 
one  and  the  same  meaning,  or  if  their  meaning 
be  different,  the  original  instructions  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  or,  in  other  words,  the  thing  itself, 
must  be  preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  a' 

loose 
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loose  statement  of  its  purport,  founded,  perhaps, 
on  a  loose  recollection  of  it  at  a  great  distance  of 
time- 
That  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
.was  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  His  Majesty's  ministers  in  England ;  as  the 
said  resignation  was  not  merely  a  voluntary  offer, . 
without  any  consideration,  and  therefore  subject 
to  be  recalled  or  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
said  Warren    Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be 
considered  as  having  been  the  result  of  a  negptia* 
tion  carried   on  between  Mr.  Macleane  for  the 
benefit  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  on  the  one  hand, 
and   by  the  Court  of  Directors  for  the  interests  of 
the  Company  on  the  other:   which  view  of  the 
transaction  will  appear  the  more  probable,  when 
it  is  considered,  that  at  the  time  of  the  said  re* 
signation  a  sti*ict  inquiry  had  been  carrying  on  by 
the  Court  of  Directors  into  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings;    and    the    Solicitor  and 
Counsel  to  the  Company,  and  other  eminent  Coun* 
sel,  had  given  it  as  their  opinions,  on  cases  stated 
to  them,  that  there  were  grounds  for  suing  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity; 
and  that  the  Company  would  be  entitled  to  re* 
cover  in  the  said  suits  against  Warren  Hastings, 
Esq.  several  very  large  sums  of  money  taken  by 
him  in  his  office  of  Governour*General,  contrary 

to  law,  and  in  breach  of  hi3  covenants^  and  of  his 

duty 
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duty  to  the  Company  and  the  Publick ;  and  &e 
Court  of  Directors  had  also  come  to  various  seveie 
res6lutions  of  censure  against  the  said  Warnea 
Hastings^  and  amongst  others  to,  a  resolution  to 
recall  the  said  Warrai  Hastings,  and  reniove  him 
from  his  office  of  Govemour-GeneraL  to  answer 
for  simdry  great  crimes  and  delinquencies  by  him 
committed  in  his  said,  office. 

And  on  these  accounts.it  appears  probaUe,  that 
the  said  resignation  was  tendered  and  accepted  as 
a  consideration  for  some  beneficial  concessions 
made  in  consequence  thereof  to  the  said  Warren 
Hastingis  in  his  said  dangerous  and  desperate  con- 
dition. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of  great 
disrespect  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  to  Hk 
Majesty;  and,  by  rendering  abortive  their  said 
measures,  solemnly  and  deliberately  taken,  and  ra- 
tified and  confirmed  by  His  Majesty,  tended  to 
bring  the  authority  of  the  Court.of  Directors,  and 
of  His  Majesty,  into  eontempt 

And  the  said  refusal  was  an  injury  to  Geftieral 
Clavefing. 

And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  great  injury 
to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 

And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  to  Laudilin 
Macleane,  Esq.  as  also  to  Mr.  Vansittai;t  and  Mr. 
Stewart,  whose  honours  and  veracity  were  thereby 
brought  into  question,  doubt,  and  suspicion. 

And 
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And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  afiain 
of  the  servants  of  the  CoBipany  in  India  by  shaking 
the  confidence  to  be  placed  in  their  agents  by  those 
persons,  with  whom  it  might  be  for  their  interest  to 
negotiate  on  any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus 
subjecting  "the  communication  of  persons  abroad 
with  those  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known  before. 


X.  SURGEON^GENERAUs  CONTRACT. 


T  H  AT  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  year 
'777>   did  grant  to  the  Surgeon-General  a  Con- 
tract for  thre^  years,  for  defraying  every  kind  of 
hospital  and  medicine  expense-— not  only  in  breach 
of  the  general  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  with 
respect  to  the  duration  of  contracts,  but  in  direct 
opposition  to  a  particular  order  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  of  the  30th  of  March  1774,  when  they 
directeid,  **  that  the  Surgeon  should  not  be  per- 
**  mitted  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising  from  his 
^'  being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients;  and 
**  that  the  occupations  of  Surgeon  and  Contractor 
*  should  be  forthwith  separated." — ^Tfaat  the  said 
Contract  was  in  itself  highly  improper,  and  ipcon- 
fiisteitt  with  the  good  of  the  service ;  as  it  afforded 
the  greatest  temptation  to  abuse,  and  established 
4  pecuniary  interest  in  the  Surgeon-General,  con- 
trary to  the  duties  of  bis  station  and  profession. 
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XI.  CONTRACTS  FOR  POOLBUNDY 

REPAIRS. 


m 

THAT  the  Governour-General  and  Council  at 
Port-William  did,  on  the  motion  and  recommendia* 
tion  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  enter  into  a  Con- 
tract with  Archibald  Frazer,  Esquire,  on  the  1 6th 
of  April  1778,  for  the  repairs  of  the  pook  and 
banks  in  the  province  of  Burdwan,  for  two  years, 
at  the  rate  of  1 20,000  Sicca  rupees  for  the  first 
year,  and  80,000  rupees  for  the  second  year. 

That  on  the  19th  of  I>ecember  1778,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  further  persuade  the  Supreme 
Council  to  prolong  the  term  of  the  above  Contract 
with  Archibald  Frazer  for  the  space  of  three  yearp 
more  on  the  same  conditions ;  namely,  the  payment 
of  80^000  Sicca  rupees  for  each  year.  To  which 
was  added  a  permission  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make 
Dobunds,  or  special  repairs,  whenever  he  should 
judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge  of  Govern-- 
ment 

That  the  said  Contracts,  both  in  the  manner  of 
their  acceptance  by  the  Supreme  Council,  without 
having  previously  advertised  for  proposals,  and  in 
the  extent  of  their  duration,  were  made  in  direct 
violation  of  the  Special  Orders  of  the  Court  of 
Directors. 

That 
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Hat  SO  far  from  any  advantage  having  been 
obtained  for  the  Company  in  the  terms  of  these 
Contracts,  in  consideration  of  the  length  of  time,* 
for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the  expense  of 
Govenunent  upon  this  article  was  increased  by 
these  engagements  to  a  very  great  amount 

That  it  appears  that  this  Contract  had  been  held 
for  sopie  years  before  by  the  Rajah  of  Burdwan,  at 
the  rate  of  25,000  rupees  per  annum.  , 

That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  repairs, 
after  an  accurate  and  diligent  survey  of  the  Bunds 
and  Pools,  and  the  provincial  Council  of  Burdwan, 
upon  the  best  information  they  could  procure,  had* 
delivered  it  as  their  opinion  to  the  Govemour-Ge^ 
neral  and  Council,  before  the  said  agreement  was 
entered  into/  that  after  the  heavy  expense  (stated 
in  Mr.  Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  1 1 9,405  Sicca  ru« 
pees)  if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the  charge 
in  future  seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced,  a^id 
after  oiie  thorough  and  effectual  repair,  they  can-- 
cewedasmall  annual  expense  xvould  be  sufficient  to 
heep  the  Bunds  up  and  prevent  their,  going  to 
decay. 

That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual  da- 
mages  the  Pools  and  Bunds  might  have  sustained| 
either  from  the  neglect  of  the  Rajah  s  officers,  or 
froni  tlie  violence  of.  the  then  late  rains,  and  the 
torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to  justify  the  expense 
of  the  first  year,  yet  as  they  were  all  considered  and 

included 
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included  in  the  estimate  for  that  yeat,  there  could 
be  no  pretence  for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large 
and  burthensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per 
annum  for  the  four  succeeding  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  hk 
Minutes  of  the  13th  of  February  1778,  himself 
support  that  opinion,  in  the  comparison  to  be  made 
between  Mr.  Thomson's  proposals  of  undertaking 
the  same  service  for  60,000  Vupees  a  year,  for  nine 
years,  and  the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer  s  Contract ; 
preferring  the  latter,  because  these  were  **  to  effect 
"  a  complete  repair,  which  could  hardly  be  ccm- 
«  eluded  in  one  season,  and  the  subsequent  expense 
"  would  be  but  trifling.'* 

Notwithstanding  which,  the .  said  Warrto  Hast- 
ings urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  Council  to  allow 
in  the  first  year  the  fuU  amount  proposed  by  Mr. 
Kinlock  in  his  estimate  of  the  necessary  repairs, 
and*  did  burthen  the  Company  with  what  he  must 
have  deemed  to  be,  for  the  greater  part,  an  unne- 
cessary expense  of  80,000  rupees  per  annum  for 

four  years. 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to 
make  Dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  embank- 
ments in  aid  of  the  old  ones,  whenever  he  should 
judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge  of  Government 
(the  said  charge  to  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the 
said  Frazer,  without  any  voucher)  was  a  power  very 
ipuch  to  be  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be 

intrusted 
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iBfiruated  to  a  GontraetoY,  who  had  already  cove- 
nanted  to  keep  the  old  pook  in  perfect  repair,  dnd 
to  confitmct  new  ones  wherever  the  old  pools  ha4 
been  broken  down  and  washed  away,  or  where  the 
course  of  the  rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones 
necessary,  in  consideratfion^  of  the  great  sums  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  Government. 

That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  'Contracts,  and 
tlie  permission  afterwards  annexed-  to  the  second 
of  the  sakl  g^nts,  become  much  'more  reprehen- 
sible from  a  eonsiderataon  of  the  circumstances^ 
of  the  persoBT,  to  whom  sueh  a  grant  was  mad<e. 

That  the  due  peribrmancc  of  the  service  re- 
quired locat  knowledge  and  experience,  which  the 
said  Archibald  Fraeer,  being  an  officer  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Justice,  could  not  have  pos* 
sessco* 
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XIL   CONTRACTS  for  OPJUM. 


THAT  it  appears  that  the  Opium  produced  iiji 
Bengal  and  Bahar  is  a  considerable  and  lucrative 
article  in  the  export  trade  of  those  provinces ;  that 
the  whole  produce  has  been  for  many  years  mono* 
poKzed  either  by  individuals  or  by  the  Government; 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pttny',  in  consideration  of  the  hardship  imposed  on 
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the  native  owners  and  cultivators  of  th^  lands.  wIk^ 
were  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  dealing  with 
many  competitors^  and  compelled  to  sell  the  pro- 
duce of  their  labour  to  a  single  monopolist,  did 
authorize  the  Govemour-General  and  Council  to 
give  up  that  commodity  as  an  article  of  commerce. 

That  while  the  said  commpdity  continued  to  be 
a  monopoly  for  the  benefit  ^  of  Government,  and 
managed  by  a  Contractor,  the  Contracts  for  pro- 
viding it'  were  subject  to  the  Company's  funda- 
mental regulation,  namely,  to  be  put  up"  to  auction, 
and  disposed  of  to  the  best  bidder;  and  that  the 
Company  particularly  ordered,  that  the  commodity 
when  provided  should  be  consigned  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  were  directed  to  dispose  thereof  by 
pubUck  auction. 

That  in  May  1777  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
granted  to  John  Mackenzie  a  Contract  for  the  pro- 
vision of  Opium,  to  continue  three  years,  and 
without  advertising  for  proposals;  that  this  trans- 
action  was  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Directors^ 
notwithstanding  a  clause  had  been  inserted  in  that 
Contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  annul  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the 
first  or  second  year. 

That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780  tiie  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  the  order 
above  mentioned,  did  take  atvay  the  sale  of  the 
Opium  from    the   Board   of  Trade,   though  he 

disclaimed. 
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disclaimed,  at  the  same  timei  any  intention  of  im* 
plying  a  censure  on  their  management. 

That  in  March  1781  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  grant  to  Stephen  SuUivan,  son  of  Lawrence  Sulli- 
van, Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 
£as4r India  Company,  a  Contract  for  the  provision 
of  Opium,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  and 
without  even  receiving  any  written  proposals  from 
him  the  said  Sullivan;  that  he  granted  this  Contract 
for  four  years,  and  at  the  request  of  the  said  Sullivan 
did  omit  that  clause,  which  was  inserted  in  the  pre- 
ceding Contract,  and  by  which  it  •  was  rendered 
liable  to  be  determined  by  orders  from  the  Com- 
pany ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declaring,  con- 
trary to  truth,  that  such  clause  was  now  unnecessary, 
as  the  Directors  had  appraoed  the  Contract. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  had  been  ]t)ut  a  few  months 
in  Bengal  when  the  above  Contract  was  given  to 
him ;  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  Country,  and 
to  all  the  local  commerce  thereof,  and  therefore 
unqualified  for  the  management  of  such  a  concern ; 
and  that  the  said  Sullivan,  instead  of  executing  the 
Contract  himself,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining  the 
same,  assign  it  over  to  John  Benn,  and  others ;  and 
inconsideration  of  such  assignment  did  receive  from 
the  said  Benn  a  great  sum  of  money. 

That  from  the  preceding  facts,  as  well  as  from 
sundry  other  circumstances  of  restrictions  taken  off 

m 
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into  the  quality  of  the  Opom)  and  of  benefical 
clauses  introduced,  it  appears  that  the  said  Warren 
HastingB  gietve  this  CoMx^ct  to  the  said  Stephen 
Sullivan  in  contradictiaa  to  the  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  and  without  any  regani  to  the  interestd 
of  the  India  Company,  for  the  sole  purpose  ci 
creating  an  instant  fortune  for  the  said  Sullivan  at 
the  expense  of  the  India  Company,  without  any 
claim  of  service  or  pretence  of  merit  on  his  parl^ 
and  without  any  apparent  motive  whatever,  Mcept 
tiiat  of  securing  or  rewarding  the  attachment  and 
support  of  his  father,  Lawrence  SuUivan^  a  perscKi 
of  great  authority  and  influence  in  the  dkection  of 
the  Company's  affairs,  and  notoriously  attached  to 
and  connected  with  the  said  Warren  HastingB. 

That  the  said  Stephen  SuHivan  neither  possessed, 
nor  pretended  to  possess,  *  any  skill  in  the  business 
of  his  Contract;  that  he  exerted  no  industry,  nor 
showed,  or  could  show,  any  exactness  in  the  per* 
formance  of  it,  since  he  immediately  sold  tbeCofi* 
tract  for  a  sum  of  money  to  another  person  (for  thii 
sole  purpose  of  which  sale,  it  must  be  presuoied, 
the  same  was  ^ven),  by  which  person  another 
profit  .was  to  be  made ;  and  by  that  person  ^  same 
was  again  sold  to  a  third,  by  whom  a  third  profit 
was  tp  be  made. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ait  the  ^t&^j  time 
when  he  engaged  the  Compmy  in  a  Conlniot  for 
tngroisiog  the  whole  of  the  Optui|i  produced  fa 
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Bengal  and  Baiiar  io  the  ewinog  four  years  on 
taraiB  of  ittoh  exorbitant  piiofit  to  the  Cwtnctdr, 
ttfibrmed,  liiat  ''.there  v^ns little .proapect  of  seUiag 
^  the  Ophiin  in  Bengal  at  a  reasonaUe  pricls;  and 
^  Aat  k  was  but  natttral  to  suppose  that  the  price 
''  of  Opium  woiddfall  from  the  demand  beitig  4si- 
f'  #e9iei/:"— ^that  in  a  letter,  dated  the  5th  of  May 
178],  .be  informed  the  DirectoiWy  ''  that  owing  to 
^  the  indiffisrent  state  of  die  markets  last  season  to 
''  the  eastward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of 
^'  insuranee,  which  the  war  had  occasioned,  tliey 
''  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  Opium  of 
'<  the  presei^  year  to  so  great  anadvastage  as  they 
''  expected ;  and  thiU;  more  than  one  half  of  it  re* 
^'  mained  still  in  their  warehouses."— That  the  said 
•Wiarren  Hastbgs  was  guilty  of  a  sianifest  breaeb 
of  trust  to  his  constituents  and  bis  employers  in 
monopolizing  for  their  pretended  use  an  article  of 
commerce,  for  which  he  declared  no  purchasers  had 
offered^  and  that  there  was  little  prospect  of  ainy 
<^ering  ;  and  the  price  ofwhichj  he  said,  it  was  but 
statural  to  suppose  would  faU.  That  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  having,  by  his  own  act,  loaded  the 
Company  with  a  commodityi  for  ^bich,  either  in  the 
ordinary  and  regoiar  cpurstf  of  puUick  auction,  or 
even  by  private  oootfaet,  thefe  was^  «s  he  afiirmed^ 
no  sale^  did,  imder  prelehce  ^  finding  a  market  for 
the  aame,  engage  daie  Company  in  an  enterprise  of 
l^eat  and  certain  expense,  subject  to  a  manifest 

O  3  risk, 


igS  ARTICLES   OF    CHARGE    . 

risky  and  full  of  disgrace  to  the  East-India  Com«^ 
pany,  not  only  in  their  political  character,  as  a 
great  sovereign  power  in  India,  but  in  tlieir  com- 
mercial character,  as  an  eminent  and  respectable 
body  of  merchants :  and  that  the  execution  of  this 
enterprise  was  accompanied    with    sundry  other 
engagements  with  other  persons,  in  all  of  which  the 
Company's    interest  was  constantly  sacrificed  to 
that  of  individuals  favoured  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  first  engaged  in 
a  scheme  to  export  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty  chests  of  Opium,  on  the  Company's  account, 
on  board  a  ship  belonging  to  Cudbert  Thomhill, 
half  of  which  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  coasting 
voyage,  and  the  remainder  in  »Canton.— That,  be- 
sides the  freight  and  commission  payable  to  the* 
«aid  Thornhill  oh  this  adventure,  twelve  pieces  of 
cannon  belonging  to  the  Company  were  lent  for 
arming  the  ship ;  though  his  original  proposal  was, 
that  the  ship  should  be  armed  at  his  expense.— 
That  this  part  of  the  adventure,  depending  for  its 
success  on  a  prudent  and  fortunate  management  jc^ 
various  sales  and  re*sales  in  the  course  of  a  cir* 
cuitous  voyage,  and  being  exposed  to  such  risk 
both  of  sea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had 
declined  to  be  concerned  in  it,  was  particularly 
unfit  for  a  great  trading  Company,  and  could  not 

be 


AOAIKST  VARREN   HASTIVG8.  199 

he  undertaken  on  their  account  with  any.  rational 
prospect  of  advantage.   ^ 

That  the  said  Warren .  Hastings  ^oon  after  en- 
gaged in  another  scheme  for  exporting  two  thousand 
chests  of  Opium  directly  to  Chind  on  the  Com* 
pany  s  account,  and  for  that  purpose  accepted  of 
an  offer  made  by  Henry  Watson,  the  Company's 
chief  engineer,  to  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of 
his  own,,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  Company's  super- 
cargoes.— ^TJiat  after  the  offer  of  the  said  Henry 
Watson  had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  him  was 
produced  at  the  Board,  in  which  he  declared  that 
he  ^  was  unable  to  equip  the  ship  with  a  proper 
number  of  cannon,  and  requested  that  he  might  be 
furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  from  the  Company's 
stores  at  Madras,  with  which  request  the  Board 
complied. — That  it.  appears  that  George  William- 
son, the  Company's  auctioneer  at  Calcutta,  having 
complained  that  by  diis  mode  of  exporting  the 
Opium,  which  used  to  be  sold  by  publick  auction, 
he  lost  his.  commisidon  as  auctioneer,  the  Board 
allowed  him  to  draw  a  commission  of  one  per 
cent  OD  all  the  Opium,  which  had  been  or  was  to 
be  exported. — ^That  it  appears  that  the  Contractor 
for  Opium  (whose  proper  duties  and  em6luments  as 
Contractor  ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  Opium) 
was  also  allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the 
Opium  then  shipping  on  the  Company's  account ; 

O4  but 
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but  ibr  what  rttisoii,  or  f»  wbat  pieteo^  doos  001 
appear. 

That  the  said  Wunen  Hastings  in  order  to  pay 
the  Baid  Stephen  Sidttvanin  advance  fortheOpinin 
fombhe^*  or  to  be  furnished,  by  him  in  the  first 
year  of  his  Contract,  did  foorrofw  the  sum  of  twenty 
lacks  of  i^upees  at  eight  per  cent.  Or  tvo  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling  to  be  rq>aid  by  drau^its 
to  be  drawn  on  the  Company  by  their  supercargoes 
^in  China,  provided  the  Opium  consigded  to  tbem 
should  arorre  safe;  but  that  if  the  advdntune&ifed, 
whether  by  the  loss  of  the  ships^  oar  otherwisCi  the 
subscribers  to  the  above  ioon  w^re  to  be  repaid 
their  capital  and  interest  out  of  the  Company's 
treasury  in  Bengal. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastily  htevii^  m  tfais 
manner  purchased  a  commodity,  for  which  he  said 
there  iv^s  no  sale,  and  paid  for  k'with  money,  whiciT 
he- was  obliged  to  borrow  at  a  hi|^  interest,  was 
still  more  criminal  in  hia  attempt,  or  pretended 
plan,  to  introduce  it  dandestinely  into  Cbina. 
That  the  importation  of  Opium  into  China  is  for- 
l^dden  by  the  Chinese  Oov^rnment;  Ifaat  the 
Opiiun,  on  s^iture,  is  burnt ;  the  vestel,  that  ii»- 
gortB  it,  confisbated ;  and  tbb  Chinwe;  in  PAsmt 
possesion  it  m^  be  found  for  sale,  punsbed  with 
death. 

Tbst  the  Goremour^Genfiiral  fnd  Ooolicii  were 

well 
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wdl  swmre  of  the  exifitence  of  these  prohibitions 
and  pemtlties,  and  did  therefore  m^m  the  saper* 
cargoes  in  China  tiiat  the  ship  belonging  to  the 
snd  Henry  Watson  would  enter  the  river  aft  China 
as  oa  aimed  ship,  andxoofuld  not  he  reporteds  as  bear- 
ing a  carga  vf  Opium;  that  being  a  contraband 
trade. — ^Tbat  of  the  above  two  ships,  the  first,  be* 
longing  Co  Gudbert  Thomhill,  was  taken  by  the 
Erendi ;  and  that  the  second,,  arriving  in  China, 
did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  dbtress  to 
the  Company's  super-cargoes  there,  who  bad  not 
been  previously  consulted  on  the  formatio^'  of  the 
plan,  and  were  exposed  to  great  difficulty  and  ba«- 
aand  in  the  execution  of  their  part  of  it  That  the 
ship  was  delayed,  at  a  demurrage  <A  an  hundred 
dollars  a  day,  for  upwards  of  three  monthiB,  waitiog 
in  vam  lor  a  better  market. — ^The  factory  estimate 
the  ItM  to  the  Cdaapany,  including  por^chargesi 
demurrage,  and  ftetdfy-chavges  attowed  the  cap* 
taiiiy  at  sixty-^nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ainety-tiiree  doUains,  or  about  tweb^  thousand 
pnnnds  eterfing. 

That  the  Colnptmy's  factoiy  at  Chba,  after 
statiBg  liie  foregoing  fiu:ts  to  tbe  Court  of  Directory 
cenirkidt  wttb  the  following  general  observations 
thereon  :-^^^  OH  a  review  of  these  drcumstanfie^ 

with  the  extravagant  and  unusual  terms  of  the 

freight,    demurrage,    factory-charges,    &c.    &c. 

we  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that,  private 

considerations 
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''  considerations  have  been  suffered  to  interfere  too 
^*  much  for  any  benefit,  that  may  have  been  in- 
'*  tended  to  the  Honourable  Company.  We  hope 
"  for  the  hotiouiuble  Court's' approbation  of  our 
^'  conduct  in  this  affair.  The  novelty  and  nature 
**  of  the  consignments  have  been  the  source  of 
''  much  trouble  and  anxiety;  and  though  we 
^^  wished  to  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more, 
"  we  may  truly  say  we  have  exceeded  our  expec- 
*'  tations/' 

That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from  the 
monopoly,  with  which  it  commenced,  to  the  contra-, 
band  dealing,  with  which  it  concluded,  criminates 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  with  wilful  disobedience 
of  orders,  and  a  continued  breach  of  trust;  that 
every  step-taken  in  it  was  attended  with  heavy  loss 
to  the  Company,  and  with  a  sacrifice  of  their  inte- 
rest to  Aat  of  individuals,  and  that,  if  finally  a 
profit  had  resulted  to  the  Company  from  such  a 
transaction,  no  profit  attending  it  could  compensate 
for  the  probable  risk,  to  which  their  trade  in  China , 
was  thereby  exposed ;  or  for  the  certain  dishonour 
and  consequent  distrust,  which  the  East-India  .Com- 
pany must  incur  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment by  being  engaged  in  a  low,  clandestine  traf- 
jtck,  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  tlie  Country. 
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XIII.  APPOINTMENT  of  R.  J.  SULLIVAN. 


THAT,  in  the  ixumth  of  February  1781,  Mr. 
Richard  Joseph  SuUivan,  Secretary  to  the  Select 
Committee  at  Fort-St -George,  applied  to  them 
for  leave  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  on  his  private 
affairs.  That,  being  the  confidential  secretary  to 
the  Select  Committee  at  Fort-St.-George,  and  con- 
sequently  possessed  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  of 
the  Company,  as  far  as  they  related  to  that  govern- 
ment, he  went  privately  intp  the  service  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  under  the  pretence  of  pro- 

m 

ceeding  to  Calcutta  on  his  private  business,  under- 
took a  commission  from  the  said  Nabob  to  the 
Govemour-General  and  Council,  to  negotiate  with 
them  in  favour  of  certain  projects  of  the  said 
Nabob,  which  had  been  reprobated  by  the  Com- 
pany. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  was  soon  after  appointed 
back  again  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the 
office  of  Resident  at  the  Durbar  of  the  said  Nabob 
o£  Arcot.  That  it  was  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor in  the  said  Hastings  to  encourage  so  dan- 
gerous an  example  in  the  Company's  service,  and 
to  interfere  unnecessarily  with  the  Government  of 
Madras  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  peculiarly 

ascribed 
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ascribed  to  them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  to  a 
great  and  con6deidial  situatian  a  taan^  who  hnd 
so  recently  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to  his 
employers. 

That  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their  letter  to 
Bengal,  dated  the  lath  of  July  1782^  aod  received 
there  on  the  18th  of  February  1783^  did  condemn 
andreooke  the  said  appomtment  That  the  said 
Directors,  m  theirs'  to  Fort-St-George,  dated  the 
28th  of  August  1789,  and  received  there  the  31  at 
of  January  1783,  did  highly  condemn  the  coaduct 
of  the  said  Sullivan ;  and,  in  order  to  deter  their 
servants  from  practices  of  the  same  kind,  diddUmiss 
1dm  from  their  service. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  said 
Sullivan's  appointment  bad  beqn  condemped  aiid 
revoked  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  pretending 
that  on  the  15th  of  March  1783  he  did  not  know 
that  the  said  Sullivan  was  dismissed  from  the  Com* 
pany's  service,  though  that  fact  was  known  9t 
Madras  on  the  3 1  st  of  the  preceding.  January,  did 
recommend  the  said  SuHivan  to  be  embassador  at 
the  Court  of  Nizam  Ally  Caw%  Subahdar  of  tlK 
I>eccan,  in  defiance  of  the  autiiority  imd  orders  of 
the  Court  of  Directors. 

That  even  admitting,  wh0.t  is  highly  improbat>I^ 

that  the  disimssum  of  the  said  SiuUiyan  from  tbe 

aervice  of  the  said  Company  waa  not  known  i^t 

22  Calcutta 
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Cafcutta  id  forty-three  days  from  Madras,  the 
last'-meationed  HominatacNi  of  the  said  Sullivan  was 
made  at  leasl  ki  contempt  of  the  censure  already 
expressed  by  the  Court  of  Directors  ^X  his  former 
appomtment  to  the  Durbar  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  which  was  certainly  known  to  the  said 
Hasting!. 


XIV.  RANNA  OF  GOHXJD. 


THAT  on  tSie  2d  of  December  1779  t^  Go- 
vernour*General  and  Council  of  Fort- William,  at 
the  special  recommendation  and  instance  of  War-- 
ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  theft  Govemour-General, 
and  contnffy  to  tiie  declared  opinion  and  protest 
of  three  ef  the  members  of  the  Council,  (viz.) 
Philip  Francis  and  Edward  Wheler,  Esquires,  who 
were  present ;  and  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  was 
absent  (by  whose  absence  the  casting  voice  of  the 
said  W^arron  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed),  did 
condatfe  a  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  al- 
Kanoe,  offitnsive  and  defensive,  with  a  Hindoo 
prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  using  ^  forces  of  the  said  Ranna  in 
opposilion'tetht  Mabrattas. 

TtM^  among  o^r  articles,  it  was  stipulated 
withlhe  said  llanna  by  Ibe  said  Wmrm  Hastings, 

"  that 
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^^  that  whenever  peace  should  be  concluded  be-^ 
^'  tween  the  Company  and  the  Mahratla  State, 
^'  the  Maha  Rajah  should  be  mcluded  as  a  party 
"  in  the  treaty,  which  should  be  made  for  that 
**  purpose;  and  his  present  possessionis,  together 
"  with  the  Fort  of  Gualior,  which  of  old  belonged 
"  to  the  family  of  the  Maha  Rajah,  if  it  should 
*^  be  then  in  his  possession^  and  such  countries  as 
/'  he  should  have  acquired  ki  the  course  of  war, 
*^  and  which  it  should  then  be  stipulated  to  leave 
^^  in  his  hands,  should  be  guarantied  to  him  by  such. 
"  treaty." 

That  in  the  late  war  against  the  Mahrattas  the 
Maid  Ranna  of  Gohud  did  actually  jom  the  British 
army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Muir,  with 
two  Wtalions  of  infantry,  and  1,200  cavalry,  and 
did  then  serve  in  person  against  the  Mahrattas,^ 
thereby  affording  material  assistance,  and  renderii^ 
essential  service  to  the  Company. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  above-mentioned 
treaty,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
concluded  on  the  13th  of  October  17S1,  between 
Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  the  English  Company, 
and  Madajee  Scindia  the  Mahratta  general,  the 
•aid  Raima  of  Gohud  was  expressly  included.  . 

That,  notwithstanding  the  said  express  provision 
and  agreement,  Madajee  Scindia,  proceeded  to  at- 
tack the  forts,  and  lay  waste  the  territori^^  of  the 
i^d  Ranna^and  did  undertake  and  prosecute  a 

war 
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war  against  him  for  the  space  of  two  years ;  in  tha 
course  of  which  the  Ranna  and  his  family  were 
reduced  to  extreme  distress,  and  in  the  end  he  was 
deprived  of  his  forts,  and  the  whole  not  only  of 
his  acquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  do-  . 
minions,  so  specially  guarantied  to  him  by  the 
British  Government  in  both  the  above-mentioned 
tceaties.  « 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  and 
regularly    informed  of  the  progress   of  the   war 
against  the   Ranna,   and  of  every  event  thereof; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only  neglected  in 
any  manner  to  interfere  therein  in  favour  of  the 
said  Ranna,  or  to  use  any  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  infiraction"  of  the  treaty,  but  gave  considerable ' 
countenance  and  encouragement  to  Madajee  Stin- 
dia  in  his  violation  of  it,  both  by  the  residence  of 
the  British  minister  in  the  Mahratta  canip,  and  by 
the  approbation  shown  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings to  the  promises  made  by  his  agent,  of  observ- 
ing the  strictest  neutrality,  notwithstanding  he  was 
in  justice  bound,  and  stood  pledged  by  the  most  > 
solemn  and  sacred  engagements,  to  protect  and  ' 

preserve  the  said  Ranna  from  those  enemies,  whose 
resentment  he  had  provoked  only  by  his  adherence 
to  the  interests  of  the  British  nation. « 

That  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  the 
disposition  t>f  Madajee  Scindia,  relative  to  a  paci- 
fication between  him  and  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  on 

th« 
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the  14th  of  May  1783,  Mr.  Anderson,  in  ohedi- 
eoce  to  the  orders  he  hod  recewed»  did  clearly  tod 
e^iplicitly  declare  to  Bbow  BucRaey,  the  minisler. 
of  Madajee  Scindia,  the  sentimenta  of  the  said 
Warren  Hasting  in  the  words  foUowii^ : — ^  that 
"  it  was  SQ  far  from  your  (tlie  said  Hastingg^s): 
*^  meaning  to  intercede  in  hia  (the  said  Raona  s) 
"  favour,  that  I  only  desired  him  to  sound  Scin- 

dia's  sentiments,  and  in  caae  he  was  desirous  of 

peace,  to  mention  what  I  had  said ;  -but  if  far 
''  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the  war,  i' begged 
"  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  ef  what 
^^  had  passed,  but  let  thq  matter  drop  entirely." 

That  it  afterwards  appeared,  in  a  Minute  of  tiie 
said  Hastings  in  Council  at  Fort* William,  on  the 
22d  of  September  1 783,  that  he  promised,  at  tiie 
instance  of  a  membjpr  of  the  Council,  to  write  to 
Lieutenant  James  Anderson  in  favour  of  the  Ranaa 
of  Gohud,  and  lay  his  letter  b^ore  the  Board. 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  profisssing 
not  to  recollect  his  said  promise,  did  neglect  te  wriU 
a  formal  letter  to  Lieutenant  Anderson  in  faoour 
of  the  said  Ranna  of  Gohud^  and  that  the  piivate 
letter,  the  extract  of  which  the  said  Hastings  did 
lay  before!  the  Board  on  the  21st  of  October  17S3, 
so  far  from  directing  any  effectpal  interfecence  lo 
favour  of  the  said  Ranna,  or  commaodmg  his 
agent,  the  said  James  Anderson,  to  mterpose  the 
mediation  of  the  British  Govenunoot  to  procure 

**  honour  able 
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•*  honourable  term/^  for  the  said  Ranna,  or  even 
*'  sqfetj/  to  his  person  and  family,''  contains  thc^ 
bitterest  invectives  against  him,  and  is  expressive  of 
the  satisfaction,  which  the  said  Hastings  acknow-- 
ledges  himseir  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  distresses  of 
the  said  Ranna,  the  ally  of  the  Company. 

That  thd  measures  therein  recommended  ap- 
pear rather  to  have  been  designed  to  satisfy  Ma- 
dajee  Scindia,  and  to  justify  the  conduct  of  the 
Bntish  Government  in  not  having  taken  a  more 
active  dud  a  more  hostile  part  against  the  said 
Ranna,  than  an  intercession  on  his  behalf. 

That  though  no  consideration  of  good  faith,  or 
observance  of  trieaties,  could  induce  the  said  Hast- 
ings to  incur  the  hazard  of  any  hostile  exertion 
of  the  British  force  for  the  defence  or  the  relief  of 
the  allies  of  the  Company,  yet  in  the  said  private 
letter  he  directed  that,  in  case  his  mediation  should 
be  accepted,  it  should  be  made  a  specifick  condi" 
tkm^  that,  if  the  said  Ranna  should  take  advantage 
ofSdndia's  absence  to  renew  his  hostilities^  we  ought 
in  that  case,  on  requisitiony  to  invade  the  dominions 
of  the  Ranna. 

That  no  beneficial  effects  could  have  been  pro- 
cared  to  the  said  Ranna  by  an  offer  of  mediation 
delayed  tiH  Scindia  no  longer  wanted  "  our  assist- 
"  ance  to  crush  so  fallen  an  enemy  /'  at  the  same 
time  that  no  reason  was  given  to  Scindia  to  ap- 
prehend tiie  danger  of  drawing  upon  himself  the 

VOL.  XII,  p  resentment 
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resentment  of  the  British  GovemmeDt  by  a  diV 
regard  of  their  proposal,  and  the  destruction  of  their 

aUy. 

That  it  was  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery  in 
the  said  Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to  obtun 
honourable  terms  for  the  Ranna,  and  safety  for  his 
person  and  family^  till  he  had  been  deprived  of  his 
principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which  his  uncle  lost 
his  life,  and  on  the  captufe  of  which  his  wife,  to 
avoid  the  dishonour  consequent  upon  falling  into 
the  hands  of  her  enemies,  had  destroyed  herself  6y 
an  explosion  of  gunpowder. 

That,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
oflfer  of  mediation  was  ever  actually  made,  or  any 
influence  exerted,  either  for  the  safety  of  the 
Ranna's  person  and  family^  or  in  'mitigation  of  the 
rigorous  intentiofis  supposed  by  Lieutenant  Ander* 
•  Y9  Feb.  son  ^  to  havc  been  entertained  against  him  by 

'  Madajee  Scindia  after  his  surrender. 
i>*ted  Be.      That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions  given 
KtTember  bv  him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  his  conduct 

IT'S!* 

in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Mah- 
rattas,  expressed  his  determination  to  desert  the 
Ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the  following  words :  ^'  you 
"  will  of  course  be  attentive  to  any  engagements 
"  subsisting  between  us  and  other  powers,  in  set- 
*^  tling  the  terms  of  peace  and  alliance  with  the 
^[  Mahrattas;  I  except  from  this  the  Ranna  of 

32  «  Gohud."^ 
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"  Gohud/' — "  Leave  him  to  settle  his  own  affairs 
"  with  the  Mahrattas:" 

.  That  the  said  Anderson  appears  very  assiduously 
to  have  sought  for  grounds  to  justify  the  execution 
of  this  part  of  his  instructions,  to  which,  however, 
he  was  at  all  events  obliged  to  conform. 

That  even  after  his  application  for  that  purpose 
to  the  Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  much  to 
be  suspected,  because  it  was  their  interest  to  ac- 
cuse,  and  their  determined  object  to  destroy,  the 
said  Ranna,  no  satisfactory  proof  was  obtained  of 
his  defection  from  the  engagements  he  had  entered 
into  with  the  Company. 

That  moreover,  if  all  tiie  charges,  which  have 
been  pretended  against  the  Ranna,  and  have  been 
alleged  by  the  said  Hastings  in  justification  of  his 
conduct,  had  been  well  founded,  and  proved  to  be 
true,  the  subject-matter  of  those  accusations,  and 
the  proofs,  by  which  they  were  to  be  supported, 
were  known  to  Colonel  Muir  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  he  entered  into  with  Madajee  Scin- 
dia ;  and  therefore,  whatever  suspicions  may  have 
been  entertained,  or  whatever  degree  of  crimina* 
lity  may  have  been  proved  ageunst  the  said  Ranna, 
previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  time  he  was 
so  provided  for  and  included  in  the  said  treaty,  he 
was  fuUy  and  justly  entitled  to  the  security  stipu  • 
latied  for  him  by  the  Company,  and  had  a  right  to 

p  a  demand 
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tipon  the  possession  of  regular  grants,  a  Umg  scries 
of  family  succesmuj  and  Jair  purchase : — that  it 
appears  that  Bengal  has .  been  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Mogul,  and  subject  to  a  Mabommedan 
Government,  for  above  two  hundred  years : — that, 
while  the  Mogul  Government  was  in  its  vigour,  the 
proper^  of  Zemindars  was  held  sacred;  and  that 
either  by  volpntary  grant  from  the  said  Mogul,  or 
by  composition  wjith  him,  the  native  Hindoos  were 
left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed  possession 
of  their  lands,  on  the  single  condition  of  paying  a 
fixed,  certain,  and  unalterable  revenue,  or  quitrent, 
to  the  Mogul  government : — that  this  revenue,  or 
quitrent,  was  called  the  Jussil  Jumma,  or  original 
ground-rent,  of  the  provuices,  -  and  was  not  in- 
creased from  the  time  when  it  wlas  first  settled  in 
1573  to  1740,  when  the  regular  ani  effective 
Mogul  Government  ended :— ^that,  from  that  time 
to  ^  765>  invasions,  usurpations,  and  various  revo- 
lutions took  place  in  the  Government  of  Bengal,* 
in  consequence  of  which  the  country  was. consider- 
ably reduced  and  impoverished,  when  the  East* 
India  Company  received  from  the  present  Mogul 
emperoyr,  ShA  Alum,  a  grant  of  the  Dewanny,  pr 
collection  of  the  Revenues  :— that  about  the ,  year 
1770  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  were 
visited  with  a  dreadful  fanzine  and  mortality,  by 
which  at  least  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  perished: 
—that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  has  declared, 
*'  that  he  had  always  heard  the  loss  of  inhabitants 

"  reckoned 
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^'  reckoned  at  a  third,  and  in  many  places  near 
"  one  half,  of  the  whole;  and  that  he  knew  not 
^*  by  what  means  such  a  loss  could  be  recruited  in 
**  four  or  five  years,  and  believed  it  impossible." 
That  neverthdess  the  revenue  was  violent ly  kept' 
up  to  its  former  standard,  that  is,  in  the  two  years' 
immediately  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  to  the  government  of  Fort- 
William  ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  remmmng 
two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay 
for  the  lands  now  left  without  cultivation;  and  that 
from  the  year  1770  to  the  year  1775  the  country 
had  languishedj  and  the  evil  continued  enhancing 
eoery  day  : — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  dated  ist  September  1772,  declared, 
*^  that  the  lands  had  suffered  unheard-of  depopu- 
"  latiqn  by  the  famine  and  mortality  of  1769; — 
'^  that  the  collections,  violently  kept  up  to  their 
'^  former  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of 
*'  the  country,  and  threatened  lei  general  decay  of 
"  the  revenue,  unless  immediate  remedies  were 
"  applied  to  prevent  it"  That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  declared,  '^  that,  by  intrusting  the 
**  collections  to  the  hereditary  Zemindars,  the 
**  people  would  be  treated  with  mare  temkmesi^, 
'^  the  rents  more  improved,  and  cultivation  more 
**  likely  to  be  encouraged ;  that  /Aey  have  a 
''  perpetual  interest  in  the  country;  that  their 

¥  4  ^^  inheritance 
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''  iah^tance  cannot  be  removed ;  that  ibqf  are 
^^  the  proprietors ;  that  the  lands  are  their  estates^ 
'^  and  their  inheritance ;  that,  from  a  long  con* 
^*  tinuance  of  the  laiids  in  their  families,  it  is  to  be 
^^  concluded  they  have  rivetted  an  authority  in 
'^  the  districti  acquired  an  ascendency  over  the 
^*  minds  of  the  RyotSi  and  ingratiated  their  of- 
'^  fectumsi.  That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under 
'^  the  management  of  (hose,  who  have  a  natural 
'^  and  perpetual  interest  in  their  prosperity,  solid 
'^  advantages  might  be  expected  to  accrue :  that 
'^  the  Zemindar  would  be  less  liable  to  failure  or 
<^  deficiencies  than  the  farmer,  from  the  perpetaal 
''  interest,  which  the  former  hath  in  the  country^ 
'^  and  because  bis  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ; 
^'  and  it  would  be  improbable  that  he  sl)ould  rififc 

m 

^*  the  loss  of  it  by  eloping  from  his  district,  which 
is  too  frequently  practbed  by  a  farmer  when  he 
is  hard  pressed  for  the  payment  of  his  balances*, 
'*  and  as  frequently  predetermined  when  ha  re- 
^  ceives  his  farm :" — that  notwithstanding  eU  tiie 
preceding  deckratioiis  made  by  the  said  Wairen 
Hastings  of  the  loss  of  one  third  of  the  inhalntairts, 
and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did*  inme- 
diitely  after  his  ai^xmitment  to  the  Gt>vemmen1^ 
in  the  year  1772,  nmke  an  arbitrai^y  setdanent  'of 
the  Revenues  for  five  yeara^  at  a  hij^er  rate  than 
had  evier  been  received  bclbrs,  and  witti  a  pto^ 

.    ..        .giQsiav6 
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gressire  and  accumulating  increase  on  each  of  the 
four  last  years  of  the  ssad  settlement. 

That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property  and 
inheritance,  repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  said . 
Warren  Hastings  to  be  in  the  Zemindars^  and 
other  native  landholders  s  and  notwithstanding  he 
bad  declared  ^'  that  the  security  of  private  pro- 
''  perty  is  the  greatest  encouragement  to  industry, 
'^  on  which  the  wealth  of  every  state  depends ;'' 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  neverthelessi  in  direct 
violation  of  tho^e  acknowledged  rights  and  priil-^ 
ciples,  did  universally  let  the  lands  of  Bengal  in 
farm  for  five  years';  thereby  destroying  all  the 
rights  of  private  properly  of  the  Zemindars ;  there- 
by delivering  the  management  of  their  estates  tor 
farinersy  and  transferring  by  a  most  arbitrary  and 
uqjust  act  of  power  the  whole  landed  property  of ' 
Bengal  from  the  owners  to  strangers  :-^that,  to 
accomi^sb  this  iniquitous  purpose,  he,  tiie  said 
Warren  Hastii^,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up 
to  a  pretended  publick  auction,  and  invited  aU 
per$cn$  to  make  propoaaU  Jbr  farming  the  samty 
thereby  encourag^ig  strangers  to  bid  against  the 
proprietors ;  in  consequence  q{  which  no)  only  tlie 
said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the  possession  and 
managemeat  of  their  estates,  but  a  great  part  of 
the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Banyans,  or 
principal  black  servants  of  l^itish  subjects,  cun^ 
mected  wtb  and  prelected  by  the  Govemmer»t: 

aiid 
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and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  has 
Rerenoe  since  declared,  that,  by  this  wdy^  the  lands  too 
t8th  Jan.  genercdljf  fdi  into  the  hands  of  desperate  or  knavish 
adventurers: — that,  before  tlie  measure  herein- 
before  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  establish  certain  funda- 
B^T4th  ^^"^^^  regulations  in  Council,  to  be  observed  in 
Mbj  177J.  executing  the  same : — ^that  among  these  regula- 
tions it  was  specially  and  strictly  ordered,  that  no 
farm  should  exceed  the  annual  amount  of  &ne  lack 
of  rupees ;  and  "  that  no  Peshcar,  Banyan,  or 
"  other  servant,  of  whatever  denomination,  of  the 
"  collector,  or  relation  or  dependant  of  any  such 
"  servant,  should  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor 
"  directly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any 
"  farm,  nor  to  be  security  for  any  farmer ; ' — ^tlwit, 
in  direct  violation  of  these  his  own  regulations, 
and  in  breach  of  the  publick  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  of 
his  station,  if  it  had  not  been  expressed  and  en- 
forced by  any  positive  institution,  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  permit  and  suffer  his  own 
Banyan,  or  principal  black  steward,  named  Canto 
Baboo,  to  hold  farms  in  different  Pergunnas,  or 
.  districts,  or  to  be  security  for  ferms,  to  the  amount 
of  thirteen  lacks  of  rupees  [£.  1 30,000,  or  up- 
wards] per  annum;  and  that,  after  enjoying  the 
whole  of  those  farms  for  two  years,  he  was  per- 
mitted by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  reUnquish 
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tm>  of  them : — that  on  the  subject  of  the  farms 
held  ^y  Canto  Baboo,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
made  the  following  declaration :  "  many  of  his  Addn^w  to 
farms  were  taken  without  my  knowledge^  and  Directors, 
'^  almost  all  against  my  advice.  I  had  no  right  1775. 
to  use  compulsion,  or  authority ; .  nor  could  I 
with  justice  Exclude  him,  because  he  was  my 
"  servant,  from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all  other  per- 
"  sons  in  the  country. — ^The  farms,  which  he 
"  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my*  advice,  because  I 
"  thought  that  he  might  engage  himself  beyond 
"  his  abilities,  and  be  involved  in  disputes,  which 
*^  I  did  not  choose  to  have  come  before  me  as 
"  judge  of  them,"— That  the  said  declaration  con- 
tains sundry  false  and  contradictory  assertions  : — 
that,  if  almost  aU  the  said  farms  were  taken  against 
his  advice,  it  cannot  be  true  that  many  oi  them 
were  taken  without  bis  knowledge : — that,  whether 
Canto  Baboo  had  been  his  servant  qr  not,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  bound  by  his  own,  regula* 
tioos  to  prevent  his  holdmg  any  farms  to  a  greater 
amount  thaii  one  lack  of  rupees  per  annum ;  and 
that  the  said  Canto  Baboo,  being  the  servant  of 
the  Govemour-General,  was  excluded  by  the  said 
regulations  from  holding  any  farms  whatever :— ' 
that  if  (as  the  Directors  observe)  it  was  thought 
dangerous  to  permit  the  Banyan  of  a  Collector  to 
be  concerned  in  farms,  the  same  or  stronger  ob- 
jections would  always  lie  against  the  Governour's 
.   '  Banyan 
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Banyan  being  so  concerned  :--4hat  the  said  Wur^ 
ren  Has(tiBg9  had  a  rigbt^  and  was  bound  by  his 
duty, 'to  prevent  his  servaBt  from  h^cA[ig  ihesatne: 
-^that,  in  advising  the  said  Caitto  Baboo  to  te- 
tinquisb  some  of  the  said  farms,  for  wUch  he  wa» 
actoaliy  engaged,  lie  has  acknowledged  an  iaflueiice 
over  his  servant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a 
purpose  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  India 
Company,  namely,  to  deprive  them  of  the  security 
of  the  said  Canto  Baboo  s  engagement  for  faimi^, 
which  on  trial  he  had  found  not  beneficial,  or  sot 
likely  to  cratinue  beneficial,  to  himself;  and  that 
if  it  was  improper  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hast^ 
ii^,.  should  be  the  jndgis  of  any  dispulM,  in  whkh 
bis  servant  mi^  be  involved  ou  aceoont  of  bb 
ftirms,  that  reason  ou^  to  have  obbged  him  tor 
prevent  bis  servant  from*  being  engaged  ib  any 
farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  his  said  servanfe 
tb  rebnquisb  the:  remsdnder  of  his  farms,  as  well 
as  those,  whicb  the  said  Warren  Hastkigs  ^iims 
he  quitted  by  his  advice  :^^that  on  die  subject  of 
the  said  charge,  the  Court  of  Direetotfs  of  ih» 
East-India  Company  have  copie  to  the  foUowing 
iiesoludons :  ^^  Besohed^  that  it  appeam  that  tbe» 
'^  conduct  of  the  late  Pfiesidient  and  OHmcil  ef 
^  Fort-WilUam  in  Bengal,  in  sofferisg  Canto  Bai- 
^  bod,  the  present  Governour-Generalfs'  Baayuif 
<'  to  hold  farms  ia  diffeirent  Pergurniaa^  to^a  large 
^  siflaoant^   or  to  be    secuiilQft  far  suck  hsmtfy 

"  contrary 
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*^  aoDtrary  to  the  tenour  and  spirit  of  the  17th 
'^  regulation  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue  at  Fort- 
*^  William,  of  the  14th  May  1772,  and  afterwards 
*^  relinquishing  that  security  without  satisfaction 
**  made  to  the  Company,  was  highly  improper,  and 
^^  has  been  attended  with  considerable  loss  to  the 
*^  Company :"— and  that,  -  in  the  whole  of  this 
transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been 
guilty  of  gnpss  collusion  with  his  servant,  and 
mamfest  breach  of  trust  to  his  employers  : — that, 
whereas  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  arid 
1771,  had  suffered  great  depopulation  and  decay; 
«— and,  that  the  collections  of  those  years,  having 
been  violently  kept  up  to  their  former  standard, 
had  added  to  the  distress  of  the  country,-^the 
settlement  of  the  'Revenues  made  by  him  for  five 
years,  commencing  the  ist  of  May  1772,  instead 
of  offering  any  abatement  or  relief  to  the  inha- 
bitimts,  who  had  survived  the' famine,  held  out  to 
the  East-India  Company  a  promise  of  great  m- 
crease  of  Revenue,  to  be  exacted  from  the  country 
by  tiie  means  hereinbefore  described : — that  this 
settlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably 
short,  even  in  the  first  of  the  five  years,  when  the 
demand  was  the  lightest;  and  that,  on  the  whole 
of  the  fivf  years,  the  real  collections  fell  short  of  the 
setUemeat  to  the  enormous  amount  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  sterim^  and  upwards : — that  such  a 

settlement^ 


aS4  ABTrCLEi  OF  CBA&0]i 


REVENUES. 


PART   n. 

THAT   the  sedd  Warren  Haslii^s  has,  on 

sundry  occasions,  declared  his  4^berate  opiiBOQ 

3d  Not.     generally  a^inst  all  innovations,  and  partieulafly 

fithbcc    in  the  c^bction  and  management  of  tiie  reveBoea 

of  Ben^ ;  that  *^  he  wa«  wett  aware  of  the  ex- 

'^  pense   and  inconvenience,   which  toer  attends 

^'  inturoatums  of  all  kinds  on  their  first  institution. 

^^^  .J    "  — That  innovations  are  almys  attended  wkh 

1775.      '  'c  difficulties  and  inconveniences,  and  innovations 

"in  the  revenue    with  a  suspension  of  the  col- 

"  lections: — that  tiie  continual  variations  in  the 

"  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,  and  the  con- 

"  tinual  usurpation  of   the  rights  of  the    peo«« 

"  pie,  have  fixed  in  the  minds  of   the   Ryots 

"  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinances  of  Qovem- 

fSlJ*^-     "  ment:"'— that  the  Court  of  Directors' have  re- 

1777. 

^m^^  peatedly  declared  their  apprehensions,  **  &at  a 
"  sudden  tran^tion  from  ode  mode  to  another,  in 
"  the  investigation  and  collection  erf"  their  r^venue^ 
"  might  have  alarmed  the  inhabitants^  lessened 
"  their  confidence  in  the  Company's  proceedings, 
"  and  been  attended   with   other    evils  .•''—that 

the 
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the  said  Warridh  tifAstings,  immedilitely  after  nik 
appointment  to  the  government  df  Fort- Wittiant 
in  April  1772,  did  abolidh  th6  office  of  ifaib  DuaH. 
or  native  collector  of  the  revenues,  theti  Existing : 
— ^thathe  did  at  the  same  time  appoint  a  Com- 
lYiittee  of  the  Board  to  go  on  a  Circuit  through 
the  provinces,  and  to  form  a  settlemtot  tff  the  re- 
venues for  five  years : — that  he  did  then  appoint 
sundry  of  the  Company's  servants  to  have  llhe' 
inanagement  of  the  collections,  v^z.  on^  tn  eaiAi 
district,  under  the  title  of  ColkdKyr :— thw  he  difl 
then  aboli^  the  General  ftoard  o^  fteveniie  ttt^ 
Coundl  at  Muxadavad  for  the  fplloWfeg  reasorts  V  ^^^'• 
^  that  t^hile  the  contr6<ling  and  eieCiitiv^e'  part  0/ 
^  the  revenue,  and  the  -Correspondence  With  {he 
^  Collectors,   was  carried   on   by  a   Council  at 
^  liiuxadavad,  the  members  of  theadiininistrataon 
^  at  Calcutta  had  no  oppbrtaniiy  of  acquiring  thetf 
^  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge,  which 
^  could  only  result  froth  practical  experience:  that 
<*  the  orders  'a(  the  Court' of  Directors;  whic^ 
"  established  a  ne^  systeni,  which  enjoined  many 
**  neW  re^iaiions'  und  inquiries,  could  not  pro^ 
*  perly  bfe  delegated  to  a  Subordinate  Council; 
^  arid  it  beCsiiii^  '  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
"  buriness  df  the  r^veniie  should   be  conducted 
•*'  u /idler  this  InimeiHate  observed  fion  and  direction  (^ 
^'  the  ^oer/i;'*— that,  fn  l<5fovemfaer  1773,  the  said 
WaiV^n  riastirigs  abbliificd  the  office  oi  collector, 
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and  tran3ferred  the  collection  and  management  oi 
the  revenues    to    several    Councils  of  Revenue, 
commonly  called  Provincial  Councils :— tliat  on 
Ae  24th  of  October  1774  the  said  Warren  Ha«- 
tings  earnestly  offered  his  advice  (to  the  Cover- 
nour-General  and  Council  then  newly  appointed 
by  Act  of  Parliament)  7«>^  the .  continuation  of  the 
mUd system  of  Prapindal  Councils  in  all  its  parts: 
«— that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  2  2d 
of  Apvil  ^775»  transnait  to  the  Directors  a  fonnal 
plan  for  the  future  settlement  of  the  revenues,  and 
did   therein  declare  that,  "  with  respect  to  th« 
V  mode  of  managing  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
•'  and  the  administration  of  justice,  none  occurred 
*^  to  him  so  good  as  the  system,  which  was  already: 
**  established,  of  Provincial  Councils  f* — that  on 
fte  18th  of  Jimuary  1776  the  said  Warren  Hash 
tings  did  transmit  to  the  Court  pf  Directors  a  plan 
for  the  better  administratioil  iff  justice :    that  in 
this  plan  the  establishment  of  the  said  Provincial 
Councils  was  specially  provided  for,  and  confirmed ; 
and  that  Warren  Hastings  did  recommend  it  to 
the  Directors  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Parliament 
for  a  confirmation  of  the  said  plan :  that  on  the 
30th  of  April  1776  Ae  said'  Warren  Hastings  did 
transmit  to  the  Court  of  Directors  the  draught  or 
scheme  of  an  Act  of  Parliaipent  for  the  better  ad» 
ministration  of  justice  in  the  provinces,  in  which 
tiiie  said  establishment  of  Provincial  Councils  19 

aeedn 
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again  specially  included,  and  special  jurisdiction 
assigned  to  the  said  Councils.  That  the  Court  of 
Directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  of  February  1777, 
did  ^ve  the  following  instruction  to  the  Gover- 
npur-General  and  Council,  a  majority  of  whom, 
viau  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis^  had  disapproved  of  the  plan  of  Provincial 
Councils. — "  If  you  are  fully  convinced  that  the 
^'  establishment  of  Provincial  Councils  has  not 
*^  answered,  nor  is  not  capable  of  answering,  the 
^  purposes  intended  by  such  institutions,  we  hereby 
'^  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  collection 
*^  of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  us 
*'  Jar  cur  consideration.^' — ^That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  his  own  sentiments 
repeatedly  declared,  and  to  his  own  advice  re- 
peatedly  and  deliberatdy  given,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  orders  of  the  Diri^ctors,  to  whom  he  transmit- 
ted no  previous  communication  whatever  of  his 
intention  to  abolish  the  said  Provincial  Councils, 
did,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  .1781,  again 
change  the  whole  system  of  the  collections  of  the 
publick  revenue  of  Bengal,  as  also  the  administra- 
tion of  civil  and  criminal  justice  throughout  the 
provinces.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,* in  a 
letter  dated  5th  of  May  1781,  advising  the  Court 
of  Directors  of  the  said  changes,  has  falsely  af- 
firmed "  that  the  plan  of  superintending  and  col- 
^  lecting  the  publick  revenue  of  the  provinces, 

Q  2  "  through 
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**  through  the  agency  of  Provincial  Councik,  bad 
<<  been  instituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared 
''  purpose  of  introducing  another  mor^  permanent 
"  mode  by  an  easy  and  gradual  change^*' — that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from 
the  year  1773  to  the  year  1781,  has  constancy 
and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wisdom  of  that  in- 
stitution, and  on  the  necessity  of  never  departing 
from  it: — that  he  has,  in  tliat  time,  repeatedly 
advised  that  the  said  *  institution  should  be  con- 
firmed in  perpetuity  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  i — 
that  the  said  total  dissolution  of  the  Provincial 
Councils  was  not  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gra- 
dual change,  nor  by  any  gradations  whatever;  but 
was  sudden  and  unprepared,  and  instantly  accom- 
plished by  a  single  act  of  power :  and  that  the  said 
\^^arren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of  the  said  Coun- 
cils, has  substituted  a  Committee  of  Revenue, 
consisting  of  four  covenanted  servants,  on  prin- 
ciples opposite  to  those,  which  be  had  himself 
professed ;  and  with  exclusive  powers,  tending  to 
deprive  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
a  due  knowledge  of,  and  inspection  mto,  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  territorial  revenues,  specially  and 
unalienably  verted  by  the  Legislature  in  the  Go*- 
vemour-General  and  Council,  and  to  vest  the  same 

« 

3olely  and  entirely  in  the  said  WaiTen  Hastings. — 
That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  said  Warreii 
Hastings  for  constituting  the  said  Commjttee*  of 

Revenue 
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Revenue  are  iiKonipatible  with  those,  which  he 
professed  when  he  abolished  the  subordinate 
Council  of  Revenue  at  Muxadavad  s — that  he  hib 
invested  the  said  Comoiittee,  in  the  fullest  nunmer^ 
With  all  the  powers  and  authority  ^  the  GMtf^ 
naur-General  and  Council  .--^tikBt  be  has  tWreby 
contracted  the  whoLe  power  and  office  of  the  prio^ 
Wncial  Councib  into  ■  a  smatt  compass,  aod  veiited 
the  same  in  four  persons  appointed  by  himself:-^ 
that  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general  traosactioii 
and  cognizance  pi  revenue  business  put  of  the 
Supreme  Council  :-^that  the  said  Comnuttee  are 
empowered  to  conduct:  the  current  business  of  the 
revenue  department  without  rei^irence.  to  the  Su* 
preme  Couocii,  and  only  r^nni  to,  the  Board  such 
extratftdinarg  occurrences,  claimSi  and  proposnb\ 
as  iwf^y  require  the  special  orders  of  tli^  Boftrd  ^-*^ 
th^  ev^  the  iastruction  to  report  to  the  Board) 
in  extraordinary  cases^  is  nugatory  and  fallacious) 
being  accompaded  with  limitations,  which  m^ke 
it  impossible  for  the  said  Qoard  to  daciidet  on:  ^ 
questions  whatsoever;  since  it  i€^  expressly  pro^ 
vided  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tftfii,  if  the 
members  of  the  Committee  differ  incfinion^it  is  ^ 
expected  that  etwy  dissentient  pinion  should  be 
recorded;  consequently  the  Supreme  Council^  on 
any  refer^n^  to  their  Boards  c^ui  seer  nothing  but 
the*  resolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee^wiithout  the  ^rgiuueptsys  on  which  the 

Q  3  dissentient 
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dissentient . opinions  might  be  founded;  and  since 
it  is  also  expressly  provided  by  the  said  Warrtii 
Hastings,  that  the  determination  of  the  myority  of 
the  Committee  shihuld  not  therefore  be  stayed,  unle^ 
it  should  be  so^ agreed  by  the  majority  ;  that  is,  that 
notwithstanding  the  reference  to  the  Supreme 
Couricil,  the  measure  shall,  be  executed  Hithout 
waiting  for  their  decision.  That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  delivered  his  opmion,  with  many  ar- 
guments to  support  the  same,  in  favour  of  long 
leases  of  the  lands,  in  preference  to  annual  settle- 
ments ;  that  he  has  particularly  declared,  **  that: 
'^  the  farmer,  who  holds  his  farm  for  one  year. 
^*  only,  having  no  interest  in  the  next,  takes  what 
'^  he  can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even  in 
^^  the  execution  of  legal  claims,  is  often  equivalent 
"  to  violence.  '  He  is  under  the  necessity  of  being 
**  ri^d,  and  even  cruel ;  for  what  is  left  in  arrear 
'*  after  the  expiration  of  his  power,  is  at  best  a 
"  doubtful  debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be 
''  tempted  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  right,  and  to 
''  augment  his  income  by  irregular  exactions,  and 
^'  by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences  will 
''  not  be  wanting,  where  the  farms  pass  annually 
<<  from  one  hand  to  another.  That  the  discou- 
^*  ragements,  which  the  tenants  feel  from  being  < 
"  transferred  every  year  to  new  landlords,  are  a 
^'  great  objection  tq  such  short  leases ;  that  they 
•Antribute  to  injure  the  cultivation,  and  dia^ 

people 
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*'  people  the  lands.  That,  on  the  contrary,  from 
long  fann9  the  farmer  acquires  a  permanent 
interest  in  his  lands :  he  will,  for  his  own  sake, 
"  lay  out  money  in  assisting  his  tenants  in  im- 
proving lands  already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  waste  lands."  That  nevertheless 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Committee  of  Revenue,  appointed 
by  him  in  1781,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  the  en- 
suing settlement  should  be  made;  and  the  said 
Committee  having  declared,  that,  with  respect  to 
the  period  of  the  leases  in  general,  it  appeared  to  the 
Committeey  that  to  limit  them  to  one  year  would  be. 
the  best  period,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
approved  of  that  limitation,  in  manifest  contra- 
diction to  all  his  own  arguments,  professions,  and 
declarations,  concerning  the  fatal  consequences  of 
annual  leases  of  the  lands  : — that,  in  so  doing,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  hold  himself  bound 
or  restrained  by  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, but  acted  upon  his  own  discfetion  ;*  and  that 
he  has,  for  partial  and  interested  purposes,  exer* 
jdsed  that  discretion  in  particular  instances  against 
his  own  general  settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting 
perpetual  leases  of  farms  and  Zemindaries  to  per- 
sons specially  favoured  by  him ;  and  particularly 
by  gnmting  a  perpetulal  lease  of  the  Zbmindary  of 
Baharbund  to  his  servant  Canto  Baboo  on'  very 
km  terms : — that,  in  all  the  preceding  transactions, 
^  '      a  4  the 


tbe  said  Warren  Hastiugft  did  act  caatrarjr  to  h» 
4iity/a3  Goyeniour  of  Fort- William^  contrary  ta 
ijhe  order*  of  his  •eDaployer3,  and  contrary  Xq  his 
Qwn  declared  sense  of  e^^pediency,  consistency, 
apd  JA^tice ;  and  thereby  did  harass  and  afflict  the 
inhabitants  of  tha  provinces  with  perpetual  changes 
in  thQ  system  aqd  exi^cution  of  the  govemmeDt 
p^cfd  Qverihemi  and  with  amtinued  innpvations 
and  exactions  agawst  the  rigjits  of  the  said  inhf^ 
Ifitants ;  thereby  destroying  all  securi^  to  private 
property,  and  all  qonBdeocei  in  the  good  &itb> 
principles,  and  justice  of  the  British  Government ; 
and  thfl^t  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  suhs^^ 
tuted  his  own  ipstruments  to  be  the  managers  and 
collectors  of  the  pnbiiclf  revenue,  in  thei  manner 
^oreb  before  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breadti 
^d  defiance,  of  an  Act  of  the  13th  of  His  pr^*- 
^ent  Majesty,  hy  which  the  ordering  and  manager 
$pent  and  government  of  all  tfie  terr^ial  rtvenaa 
in.  the  kingdom^  ^  Bengal^  Bahar^  and  Orisn, 
were  vested  in  the  Governpur-General  and  Coun« 
cil,  without  any  powejr  of  delegating  the  s^d  trusi 
9nd  duty  to  any  other  persons ;  and  that  by  such 
unlawful  delegiitiQQ  of  the.  powers  of  the.  Council 
to  ,a  subordinate  ^Q^d  ^pomtcid  by  himself,  he, 
the  said  Warren  ijastinijp,  did  in  eflSsct  unite  ^od 
Y§st  in  his  own  pepi^on.  ^e,  orde^ring,.  ^vQmmen^ 
and  mana^m^t  of  all,  the.  said  t^rriipriat  reve*- 
m^.:-  aAd  tjiat,  fw  tl^  sfiid  ^^g^  ac^,  hcii  ibf^ 
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laid  Warren  Hastings,  is  solely  answerable^  the 
same,  having  beeaproposed  and  resolved  in  Counci>^ 
when  the  Governour-General  and  Council  con- 
sisted but  of  two  persons  present ;  namely,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  and  the  late  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquire ;  and  when  consequently  the  Govemour- 
General)  by  virtue .  of  the  casting  vqice,  possessed 
the  whole  pawer  o{  the  G^vernpient. — That  in 
aU'the  changes  and  innovations  hereinbefore  d^i^ 
fcrijbedy  the  pretence  used  by  the  said  Wan:eQ 
blastings  to  recommend  and  jus^fy  the  same  to 
the.  Court  of  Directors  has  been,  that  such  changa^ 
mad  kiuovationa  lyoold*.  be  attended  with  increase 
9f  revenue,  or  diminution  of  expense  to  th^  ^ati? 
India  Compaoy: — tbfit  si^cb  pretence,  if  true^ 
wiMitd  ii9t  have  been  &  juptifieaUaii  Qf  ]|uch  aets^} 
\mt  that  such  pretefice:  ia  ^q?  aw^  ^oundJessi-^ 
That,  during  the  actpiinistratiop  .q£  the  said  Wai^» 
)ea  I|astiAg%  thet  tarrito^sil  rcfv^enqea  httve.  dcK 
9Uned  -y.  that>  the  eh^g^^  o^  eoHe^tipg  the  sam^ 
h/iffei gre^y  iaereimid;  9pd  th»lb  1^  said  Wa^reii 
t^Mting^  by  bi&  n^le? ti,  m\miw9^m^^  and  hy. 
%<Urect  an^  intmcjed  w|is|e.  of  the^.  Compptny's  prai* 
fmt^f  k  «bfHrg^le  vsitii^  and  ^Mwerabl^  for,  aif 
the  said  de^&iia'  of  .qeyfoy^.  alM^  §]jlr  tb^  anid  ill*- . 
crease  of  expense. 
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aforesaid  ruiaotis  expenses  a  lai^ge  civil  establish- 
ment was  gradually,  secretly^  and  without  any 
authority  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  or  record 
in  the  books  of  the  Council-General  codcenung 
the  ^me,  formed  for  ^  the  Resident;  and  another 
under  Mr.  Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  Compeny ; 
as  also  several  pensions  aud  allowances^  in  the 
6a;ne  secret  and  clandestine  manner,  were  charged 
on  the  revenues  of  the  said  Nabob  for  the  benefit 
of  British  subjects,  besides  large  occasional  gifts  to 
persons  in  the  Company's  service. 

V. 

« 

That  in  the  month  of  November  1 779;  the  said 
Nabob  did  represent  to  Mr.  Purling,  the  Company'^ 
Resident  aforesaid,  the  distressed  state  of  hisrreve* 
nues  in  the  following  terms  :  ^*  during  three  years 
^*  past,  the  expense  occasioned  by  the  troops  in 
**  brigade,  and  others  commanded  by  Evopean 
^[  officers,,  hasnutch  distressed  the  support  of  my 
*^  household^  insomuch  that  the  allowances  made 
'^  to  the  seraglio  and  children  of  the  deceased 
"  Nabob  have  been  reduced  to  ontfot/rtH  of  what 
'^'  it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted  in  a 
•*  very  distressed,  manned  for  two  ytars  past  The 
"  attendants^  writers,,  aad  servants,  &g.  of  iny 
**  eourt,  have  received  no  pay  for  two  years- past; 
^'  and  there  is  at  present  no  part  of  the  couatry,* 
''  that  can  be  allotted  to  thepaymeat  of  my  fafeher^s 

"  private 
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'*  private  creditors,  whose  applications  are  daily 
"  pressing  upon  me.  All  these  difficulties  I  have 
**  for  these  three  years  past  struggled  through, 
^'  and  found  this  consolation  therein,  that  it  was 
complying  with  the  pleasure  of  the  Honourable 
Company,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  Supreme 
^  Council  would  make  inquiry  fi'om  impartial  per- 
^'  sons  into  my  distressed  situation ;  but  I  am  now 
"•  forced  to  b  representation.  From  the  great  in- 
"  crease  of  ejrpense  the  revenues  were  necessarily 
"  farmed  out  at  a  high  rate;  and  deficiencies  fol- 
"  lowed  yearly.  The  country  and  cultivation  is 
•*  abandoned,  and  this  year,  in  particular,  frqm  the 
**  excessive  drought,  deductions  of  many  lacks'* 
[stated  by  the  Resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  Board 
of  the  13th  of  the  month  foDowing,  to  amount  to 
25  lacks,  or  £.  250,000  sterling]  "  have  been  al- 
"  lowed  the  formers,  who  were  still  left  unsatisfied. 
"  I  have  received  but  just  sufficient  to  support  my 
**  absolute  necessities,  the  revenues  being  deficient 
*?  to  the  amount  of  1 5  lacks  [JC.  1 50,000  sterling] 
"  and  for  this  .reason  many  of  the  old  chieftains, 
"'  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful  attendants  of 
*'  the  Court,  were  forced  to  leave  it,  and  there  is 
"  now  only  A  few  foot  and  horse  for  the  collection 
*'  of  my  revenues ;  and  should  £he  Zemindars  be 
**  refractory,  there  ia  not  left  a' sufficient  nmnber 
*^  to  reduce  them  to  obedience."  And  the  said 
Nabob  did  therefore  pray^  that  the  assignmfents  for 

the 
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the  neiv  brigade,  the  corps  of  horse,  and  the  other 
detached  bodies  of  the  Compatiy*s  troops,  might 
not  be  required  from  him;  alleging,  ^^  that  the 
"  former  was  not  only  quite  useless  to  his  govern'- 
^^  ment,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  much  loss  both 
*^  in  the  revenues  and  customs ;  and  that  the  de-i 
^'  tached  bodies  of  troops  under  their  European 
*^  officers  brought  nothing  but  confusion  into  the 
*/  affairs  of  his  government,  and  were  entire!}''  their 
"  own  masters.'* 

VL  . 
>  That  it  appears  that  the  said  Nabob  was  not 
bound  by  any  treaty  to  the  maintenance,  without 
his  consent^  even  (^  the  old  brigade ;  the  Court  of 
Directors  having,  in  their  letter  of  the  i  <f  th  Decern-' 
]ber  1775,  approved  of  keeping  the^same  in  his 
service,  ^'  provided  it  was  done  xvith  the  free  consent 
*'  (^  the  Soubahj  and  by  no  means  without  it'' 
And  the  na^  brigade^  and  temporary  coips,  were 
raised  on  the  express  condition  that  the  expense 
thereof  should  be  charged  on  the  Nabob  only 
'^  Jbr  solong  a  time  as  Ae  shoiddrequire  the  corps 
"  far  his  service'^  And  the  Court  of  Directors 
express  to :  the  Governour-Gen«ral  and  Counci} 
their  sense  of  the  said  agreement  in  the  following 
terms:  "  but  if  you  intend  to  exert  your  influence, 
"  first  to  induce  the  Vizier  to  acquiesqe  in  your 
"  proposal,  and  afterwards  to  compel  him  to  keep 
"  the  troops  in  his  pay  during  your  pleasure^  your 

"  intents 


A6AIKST  WARREir   HASTIJfOS.  339 

^  mtents  are  unjust ;  and  a  correspondent  conduct 
\^  x»quid  reflect  great  dishonour  on  the  Company. ^^ 


VII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and  humble  repre^ 
sentation  aforesaid  of  the  Nabob  oi  Onde,  the 
allegations  of  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  tlie 
distressed  state  of  the  Nabob  s  finances,  and  his 
total  inability  to  discharge  the  demands  made  on 
him,  were  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  Eng- 
lish Resident  at  Oude,  and  which  the  said  Hastings 
did  not  deny  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof, 
he,  the  s^d  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of 
certain  political  dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired, 
to  ,  b€|  '^  withput  hesitation  totally  inadmissible  ;*^ 
and  did  falsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  ^\  that 
^*  the  tone  J  jn  which  tlie  demands  of  the  Nabob 
y  were  asserted,  and  the  season,  in  which  they  were 
*'  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  most  alarming  sus- 
**  pidonsJ"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  aforesaid,  written  in 
Jiaughty  and  insolent  language,  and  without  taking 
any  notice  of  the  distresses  of  the  said  Nabob, 
alleged  and  verified  as  before  recited,  ^*  require 
*^  and  insist  upon  your  [th^  Nabobs]  granting 
^  Tuncaws  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount  of 
f*  their  [the  Company's]  demands  upon  you  for 
«<  the  current  year,  and  on  your  reserving  funds 
^  sufficient  to  answer  them,  even  should  the  dtfi* 

"  ciencies 


it 
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**  ciencies  of  your  revenues  campelyoa  to  leaxtymr 
'^  own  troops  unprovided  for^  or  to  disband  a  part^ 
"  of  them,  to  enable  you  to  effect  it  J" 

VIII. 

That  in  a  letter  writtea  at  the  same  time  to  tlie 
Resident  Purling,  a^d  intended  for  his  directions 
iti  enforcing  on  the  Nabob  the  uhjust  demands 
aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hath  asserted; 
in  direct  contmdictioii  to  tlie  treaties  subsisting  1 
between  the  said  Nabob  and  the  Company,  **  that 
he  [the  Nabob]  stands  engaged  to  our  Govern- 
ment to  maintain  the  English  aiinies,  which,  dt 
**  his  own  request^  have?  been  fomved  for  the  pro-* 
''  tection  of  his  domihions ;  and  that  it  is  our 
^'  party  and  not  his,  tojudgt  and  detemnne  in  zokat 
**  manntr  and  at  xvhat  time  these  sliali  be  t^dm:ed 
^  akd withdrawn.^  And  in  a  Minate  <tf  Consulta^ 
tion,  when  the  aforesaid  measui^  was  proposed  by 
the  said  Hastiiigs  to  the  Supreme  Council,  he  did 
affirtB  and  maintain,  that  the  froop^  ^aforesaid 
'^  hud  now  no  separate  or  distinct  eKistence  frool 
"'  oursy  and  may  be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our 
^  whok  military  establishinetit,  with' the  exceptibA 
•*  orrty  of  our  European  infantry;  and  that  «liey 
**  cOuhl  not  be  withdrawn  without  impostag  ota  th'6 
"  Company  the  additibnal  burthen^  tkehu,  or  dis- 
•*  banding  nine  bAttalktos  of  discipline  Sepoys, 
**  and  three  regiteentsof  hor^e.'' 

•  IX.  Thai 
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That  in  the  Minute  of  Consultation  aforesaid  he 
[the  said  Warren  Hastings]  hath  further,  in  justi- 
fication of  the  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings 
ftfbrcfftaid,  ^serted,  ^^  that  the  arrangement  6f  mea- 
^  %Mtt%  between  the  British  Govemment  and  their 
*^'  fdiies,  the  Native  PovrerEP  of  Imtia,  muat  m 
/'  ease  of  disagreenient  at)6Ut  the  necei^ity  thereol^ 
'•  be  deckled  by  tlie  strongest  /'  and  hath  thereby 
advanced  a  dangerous  and  most  indeoently-expreik* 
sed  position,  subversive  of  tbe  rights  of  allies,  and 
tending  to  breed  war  and  confusion,  instead  of  cor- 
tliali^  and  cooperation  amongst  them,  aAd  to  de- 
stroy all  confidence  ol  the  princes  of  India  in  the 
fidtfaand  justice  of  the  English  nation;  and  the  said 
Hastings  having  further,  in  the  Minute  aforesaid, 
pnemmed  to  threaten  to  *^  bring  to  pucishihent,  tf 
^  my  influence  [his  the  said  Hastings's  itiftuence] 
*^-  can  produce  that  effect, .  those  incendiaries^  who 
-^^  have  endeavoured  to  make  themsefves  the  instni- 
^  raents  of  division  between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  obstructed  the  performance  of  one  of  the 
most  essential  duties  of  a  prince,  engaged  in  an 
unequal  alliance,  with  a  presiding  state — that  of 
representkig  the  grievances  ot  his  subjects  to  that 
fncnre  powerful  state,  by  whose  acts  they  sutfer; 
leaving  thereby  the  governing  power  in  total  igno'- 
sance  of  the  e&cts  of  its  own  measures,  and  to  the 
.    vou  xu.  R  oppressed 
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oppressed  people  no  other  choice  than  the  alterna- 
tive of  an  unqualified  submissioui  or  a  resistance 
productive  of  consequences  more  fataL 

X. 

That  ail  relief  being  denied  to  the  Nabob,  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  groundls  aforesaid,  the  demands 
of  the  Company  on  the  said* Nabob  in  the  year 
following,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1780,  did 
amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  £.  1,400,000 
sterling,  and  the  distressof  the  province  did  rapidlj 
increase. 

XL 

That  the  Nabob,  on  the  24tb  of  February  of  the 
same  year,  did  again  write  to  the  Govemour-Gene- 
ral,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  a  letter,  in  which  he 
expressed  his  constant  friendship  to  the  Company^ 
and  his  submission  and  obedience  to  their  orders ; 
and  asserting,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them  with 
any  of  his  difficulties,  trusting  they  would  ledra 
them  from  other  quarters,  and  that  he  should  be 
relieved  by  their  friendship  :  '^  but  (he  says)  when 

the  knife  had  penetrattd  to  the  bane^  and  I  was 

surrounded  with  such  heavy  distresses,  that  I 
*^  could  no  longer  live  in  expectations,  I  then  wrote 
'^  an  account  of  my  difficulties.  The  answer  I  have 
"  received  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given-  me  inex- 
"  pressible  grief  and  affliction.  I  never  had  the 
''  least  idea  or  expectation-  from   you  and    the 

•*  CouncU^^ 
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"  Council,  that  you  would  have  given  your  orders 
"  in  so  afflicting  a  manner,  in  which  you  never  Ae- 
"  Jbre^  wrote,  and  I  could  never  have  imagined.  I 
^^  have  delivered  up  all  my  private  papers  to  him 
[the  Resident^  that  after  examining  my  receipts 
and  expenses,  he  may  take  whatever  remains. 
",  That  as  I  know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you 
[the  Company  and  Council]  I  have  not  failed  to 
obey  in  any  instance;  but  requested  of  him  that 
it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my 
necessary  expenses.  There  being  no  other  futids 
but  those  for  the  expenses  of  my  Mutseddies 
[clerks  and  accountants]  household  expenses, 
and  servants,  &c.  be  demanded  these  in  such  a 
manner,  that  being  remediless  I  was  obliged  to 
comply  with  what  he  required.  He  h^s  accord- 
ingly stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants  for 
30  yearsy  whether  Sepoys  [soldiers^  Mutseddies 
[secretaries  and  accountants^  or  household  set- 
vHatSj  and  the  cjcpenses  ojiny  family  and  kitchen^ 
together  wifh  the  Jaghires  of  my  grandmother, 
mot  her  J  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  depen-^ 
^  dantSy  which  were  for  their  support '' 
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XII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  letter  aforesaid  the  Resi* 
deot  received  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and 
Couocil  an  order  to  persevere  in  ttie  demand  to  Jts 

R  2  '  fullest 
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fullest  extent,  that  is  to  say>  to  ihe  aQKHiat  of 
£.  1 ,4O0|O00  sterling. 

XIII. 

That  on  the  15th  of  May  the  Nabob  reqpUed^ 
complaining  in  an  humble  and  fuppliant  maimer 
of  bis  distressed  situation,  that  he  had  at  first  op^ 
posed  the  assigning  to  the  use  of  the  Company  the 
estates  of  his  mother,  of  his  grandmother,  pf  one 
of  his  uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  that, 
ia  obedience  to  the  injuactiohs  of  Uie  gentlemen, of 
the  Council,  it  had  been  done,  to  the  amount,  on  the 
whole,  ofjC'  80^000  sterling  a  year,  or  theroabouls; 
that  whatever  effects  were  in  the  country,  .with 
even  his  table,  his  animals,  and  the  salaries  of  his^ 
servants,  were  granted  in  assignments ;  that  besides 
tiiese,  if  they  were  resolved  again  tQ  compel  him 
to  give  up  the  estates  of  his  pareots  and  relations, 
which  were  granted  them  for  their  mainteoaiice, 
they  were  at  the  Company's  di^iosal ;  saying  ^'  if 
*^  the  Council  have  directed  you  to  attach  them, 
**  do  it ;  in  the  country  no  further  sources  remain: 
^'  I  have  no  means ;  for  I  have  not  a  BubsisfeeDce. 
**  — Hpw  long  shall  I  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes  ?" 

XIV, 

That  the  truth  of  the  said  remonstrances  was  not 
disputed,  nor  the  time,  in  wbidi  they  were  writtsn, 

complained 
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eonipllutied  of,  the  same  beiilg  subtnissire,  and 
even  abject,  though  the  cause  (his  distresses)  was 
by  the  saiA  Jlastings,  in  a  great  degree,  and  in 
terms  the  most  offensive,  attributed  to  the  Nabob 
himself;  but  no  relief  was  given,  and  the  same 
unwarrantable  establishments,  maintained  at  the 
aauie  ruinous  expense,  were  kept  up. 

XV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  consi- 
dered as  ipcendiaries  those,  who  advised  the  remon- 
strances aforesaid,  and,  to  prevent  the  same  in 
future,  having  denounced  vengeance  on  those  con- 
cerned therein,  did,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in 
his  own  power  all  representations  of  the  state  of  the 
Court  and  Country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both 
the  one  and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and 
to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Nabob  s  revenues,  in  defiance  of  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  a  second  time 
recall  Mr.  Bristow,  thevCompany^s  Resident,  from 
the  Court  of  Oudc ;  having  once  before  recalled 
him,  as  the  said  Directors  express  themselves, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  charge  being  exhibited 
against  him  ;"  and  having,  on  the  occasion  and 
time  now  stated,  produced  no  specifick  charge 
against  the  said  Resident ; — and  he  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  appoint  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to 
succeed  him,  it  being  his  deelared  principle,  that 

E  3  he 
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be  must  have  a  person  of  /us  own  confidence  in  that 
situation. 

XVI. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  be  had 
refused  all  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  Nabob  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  and  had  described  those,  who 
advised  the  representation  of  the  grievances  of 
Oude,  as  incendiaries^  did  himself,  in  a  Minute  of 
the  2 1st  May  1781,  describe  that  province  "as 
"  fallen  into  a  state  of  great  disorder  and  confu- 
"  sion,  and  its  resources  in  aa  extraordinary  de« 
''  gree  diminished ;"  and  did  state,  that  his  pre- 
sence in  the  said  provniee  was  requested  by  the 
Nabob;  and  that  unless  some  effectual  measures 
were  taken  for  his  relief,  he  [the  Nabob]  must  be- 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  his  country,  and 
coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to  represent  the  situation 
of  his  government.  And  Mr.  Wheler  did  declare, 
that  the  Go vernour- General's  representation  of  the 
state  of  that  province  "  was  but  too  well  founded; 
*'  and  was  convinced  th^t  it  would  require  his  ut- 
''  most  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and  exercised 
".  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it  to  its  former  good  order 
"  and  affluence."  " 

XVII. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  consequence 
of  the  Minute  aforesaid,  did  grant  to  himself,  and 
did  procure  the  consent  of   his  only  colleague, 
Edward  Whder,  Esquire,  to  a  commission  or  de- 
legation,, 
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JegatioD,  with  powers  "  to  assist  the  Nabob  Vizier 
^'  in  forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necesscuy 
''  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  his  gpvernment, 
^^  the  improvement  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjust- 
^*  ment  of  the  mutual  concerns  subsisting  between 
"  him  and  the  Company." — ^And  in  the  said  com- 
mission or  delegation  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
.  did  cause  to  be  inserted  certain  powers  and  provi- 
sions of  a  new  and  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to 
say)  reciting  the  business  before  nientioned,  he  did 
convey  to  himself  **  such  authority  to  enforce  the 
**  same,   as  the  Gavemour-Generat  and  Council 
'^  might  or  could  crerdie  on  occasions,  in  which  they 
''  could  be  warranted  to  eatrcise  the  same  ;  and  to 
*'  form  and  conclude  such  several  engagements  or 
"  treaties  with  the  Nabob  Vizier,  the  Government 
''  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or  powers  of  Hin- 
''  dostan,  as  he  should  judge  expedient  and  neces- 
'^  sary/'    Towards  the  conclusidn  of  the  act  or 
instrument  aforesaid  are  the  words-  following;  viz. 
''  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  all  such  acts,  and  all 
''  such  engagements  or  treaties  aforesaid,  shall  be 
^  binding  on  the  Govempur-General  and  Council 
^'  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  effectuallif^  as  if  they 
**  had  been  done  and  passed  by  the  specijick  and  im-^ 
''  mediate  concurrence  and  actual  junction  of  the 
^*  Gaoemour-Gefteral  and  Council,  in  Council  as'^ 
*'  sembled.''    And  the  said  powers  were,  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings^  given  by  himself  and  the 

B4  said 
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said  Wheler^  under  the  seal  of  the  Company,  on  the 
3d  July  1781. 

XVIIL 

That  the  said  commission,  delegating  to  him,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  functions  of  the 
Council,  is  destructive  to  the  constitution  tlicreof ; 
and  is  contrary  to  the  Company's  standing  orders ; 
and  is  illegal. 

XIX. 

That  in  virtue  of  those  powers,  and  the  iUe^ 
delegfttion  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings^ 
after  he  had  finished  his  business  at  Benares,  did 
procure  a  meeting  with  the  Nabob  of  Oode,  at  a 
place  called  Chunar,  upon  the  confines  6f  the 
country  of  Benares,  and  did  there  enter  into  H 
treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  with  the  said  Nabob ; 
one  part  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  series  of  requisitions 
presented  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  but  which  requi-^ 
sitions,  or  any  copy  thereof,  or  of  any  other  mate* 
rial  document  relative  theiieto,  he  did  not  at  tlie 
time  transmit  to  the  Presidency ;  the  said  Warreti 
Hastings  informing  Mr.  Wheler,  that  the  Resident; 
Middleton,  had  taken  tlie  authentkk  papers  relative 
to  this  transaction  with  him  to  Lucknow ;  aad  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
ever  reclaim  the  said  papers,  in  order  to  record 
them  at  the  Presidency,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  as  it  was  hisduty  to  da 

XX.  That 
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XX. 

That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  of  the  said 
treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  was,  that  ia 
consideration  of  the  Nabob's  inability  (which  ina- 
bihty  the  preamble  of  the  treaty  asserts  to  have 
been  "repeatedly  and  urgently  represented")  to 
support  the  expenses  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and 
of  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  Bri- 
tish officers,  with  their  battalions,  and  of  other 
gratlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by  him,  the  several 
corps  aforesaid,  and  th6  other  gentlemen  (with  the 
exception  of  the  Resident's  office,  then  on  the  Na- 
bob*s  list  J  and  a  regiment  of  Sepoys  for  the  Resi- 
dent's guard)  should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a 
half  months,  be  no  longer  at  his  [the  Nabob's] 
charge. — "  The  true  meaning  of  this  being  that 
"  no  more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay 
'*  and  allowances  of  a  regiment  of  Sepoys"  (as 
aforesaid  to  the  Resident)  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  jC-  34a,ooo  a  year,  should  be  paid  by  the  Na- 
bob. And  that  no  officers,  troops,  or  others,  should 
be  put  upon  the  Nabob* s  establishment,  exclusive  of 
those  in  the  said  treaty  stipulated. 

• 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  defend  and 
justify  the  said  articles,  in  which  the  troops  afore- 
said were  to  be  removed  firom  the  Nabob's  esta- 

»  J[)lishmeiit9 
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blishment,  by  declaring  as  follows:  ''  that  the 
**  actual  disbursemeDts  to  those  troops  had  fallen 
''  upon  our  tnmfunds^  and  that  we  support  a  body 
''  of  troops,  established  solely  fcr  the  defence  of 
'^  the  Nabob's  possessions,  at  our  own  expense.  It 
'^  is  true,  we  charge  the  Nabob  with  this  expense ; 
"  but  the  large  balance  already  due  from  him 
''  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect  there  was  of 
''  disengaging  ourselves;/roi7}  a  burthen^  which  was 
'^  daily  adding  to  our  distresses,  and  must  joon 
'^  become  insupportabky  although  it  were  granted 
^'  that  the  Nabob's  debt,  then  suffered  to  accumu- 
*'  late,  might  at  some  future  period  be  liquidated ; 
^^  and  that  this  measure  would  substantially  effect 
"  an  instant  relief  to  the  pecuniary  distresses  of  the 
"  Company."  ^ 

XXII. 
That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the  Resident,  did 
also  declare  that  he  would  at  all  times  testify,  **  that 
*'  upon  the  plan  of  the  foregoing  years,  the  receipts 
*^  from  the  Nabob  were  only  a  deception^  and  not 
"  an  advantagey  but  an  injury  to  the  Company ;'' 
and  "  that  a  remission  to  the  Nabob  of  this  insuf- 
^*  Jerable  burthen  was  a  profit  to  the  Company.** 
And  the  said  Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  force  of 
the  Company  was  not  lessened  by  withdrawing  the 
temporary  troops;  although  (when  it  suited  tfie 
purpose  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  denying  just  relief 
to  th«  distresses  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude)  he  bad 

not 
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not  scrupled  to  asseii  the  direct  contrary  of  the 
positions  by  him  maintained  in  justification  of  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  having  in  his  Minute  aforesaid, 
of  the  15th  of  December  177^),  asserted,  "that 
"  these  troops"  [the  troops  maintained  by  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude]  "  had  no  separate  or  distinct  existence^ 
'^  and  may  be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our  whole 
'^  military  establishment,  with  the  exception  only 
'^  of  our  European  infantry ;  and  that  they  could 
not  be  withdrawn^  xtithout  imposing  on  the  Com- 
pany the  additional  burthen  of  their  expense^  or 
disbanding  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  Sepoys, 
''  and  three  regiments  of  horse.*' 

XXIII. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  justifica- 
tion of  his  agreement  to  withdraw  the  troops  afore- 
said from  the  territories  and  pay  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  did  further  declare,  "  that  he  had  been  too 
"  much  accustomed  to  the  tales  of  hostile  prepara* 
"  tion,  and  impending  invasions,  against  all  the 
"  evidence  of  political  probability,  tq  regard  them 
. "  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  perpetuating  or  multiplying  commands  ;** 
and  he  did  trust  "  all  ideas  of  danger  from  the 
"  neighbouring  Powers  were  altogether  visionary ; 
"  and  that,  even  if  they  had  been  better  founded, 
"  tiiis  mode  of  anticipating  possible  evils  would 
*    be  more  mischievous  than  any  thing  they  had 

«<  reason 
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^<  reason  to  apprehend,"  and  that  the  internal  stiila 
of  the  Nabob's  dominions  did  not  require  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  said  troops ;  and  that  the  Nabob, 
^  whose  concern  it  was,  and  not  ours^  did  affirm 
the  sanie,  jiotwithstanding  he  the  said  Hastings 
had  before,  in  answer  to  the  humble  supplications 
of  the  Nabob,  asserted,  that  "  it  was  ourpart^  and 
*'  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  manner, 
'^  and  at  what  time,  they  should  be  reduced  or 
**  withdrawn/' 

XXIV. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  support  of  his 
measure  of  withdrawing  the  said  brigade,  and  other 
troops^  did  also  represent  that  ^' the  remote  stations 
"  of  those  troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers 
'^  beyond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  Board,  af- 
^^  forded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation  for 
'^  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  con- 
*^  tagion  {^peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the 
^*  whole  army ;  and  as  ah  instance  thereof,  that  a 
^'  Court  Martial,  composed  of  officers  of  rank  and 
'^  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honour- 
**  ably,  '  most  honourably,'  acquitted  an  officer 
upon  an  acknowledged  fact,  which  in  times  of 
stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed  a 
crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment.'^ 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hajsting?  having  in  the 
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letter  aforesaid  contradicted  ail  the  grounds  and 
ceafions  by  him  assigned  for » keeping  up  the  afore<« 
said  establishment,  and  having  declared  his  own 
conyictiony  that  the  whole  was  a  fallacy  and  impo« 
i^ition,  and  a  detriment  to  the  Company  instead  of 
9k  benefiti  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which 
be  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  guilty 
of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  carrying  on 
the  imposture  and  delusion  aforesaid,  and  in  conti- 
nuiog  an  insupportable  burthen  and  grievance  upon 
the  Nabob  for  several  years,  without  attending  to 
}m  repeated  supplications  to  be  relieved  th^efincMn, 
to  the  utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  tlie  destruc- 
tion of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by  dif- 
fusing among  them  a  general  spirit  of  peculation ; 
nod  the  said  Hastings  hath  committed  a  grievous 
ctfience  in  upholding  the  same  pernicious  system^ 
until  by  his  own  confession  and  declaration,  in  his 
Minute  of  the  21st  of  May  1781,  ^*  the  evils  had 
*'  grewn  to  so  great  an  height,  that  ex^ons  will  be 
"  required  more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through 
<'  the  delegated  authority  of  the  servants  of  the 
*^  Company  now  in  the  province ;  and  that  he  was 
^  .far  from  sanguine  in  his  expectations;  that  ffoen 
^  hU  own  endeawur^  would  be  attended  with 
**  much  success'' 

XXVL 
That  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  treaty,  and 
at  the  (sine  when,  under  cdour  of  the  diatness  of  the 

Nabob 
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Nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  failure  of  all  other  means^ 
for  bis  relief,  he  the  said  Hastings  broke  the  -Coikh 
pany  s  faith  with  the  parents  of  the  Nabob,  and 
first  encouraged,  and  afterwards  compelled,  him  to 
despoil  them  of  tlieir  landed-estates,  money,  jewels, 
and  household  goods,  and  while  the  said  Nabob 
continued  heavily  in  debt  to  the  Company,  he  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  ^^  without  hesitations^ 
accept  of  Qjid  receive  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
and  his  ministers  (who  are  notoriously  known  to  be 
not  only  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute 
command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift  or  present,  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  up- 
wards :  that  even  if  the  said  pretended  gift  could 
be  supposed  to  be  voluntary,  it  was  contrary  to  the 
express  provision  of  the  Regulating  Act  of  the  J3tb 
year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt 
of  all  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  Act,  declared  upon  a  similar 
but  not  so  strong  a  case ;  that  is,  where  the  service 
done,  and  the  present  offered  in  return  for  it,  had 
taken  place  before  the  promulgation  of  the  above 
laws  in  India ;  on  that  occasion  he  declared,  "  that 
"  the  exclusion  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  admitted 
of  no  abatement  or  eoasion^  wherever  its  autho- 
rity extended/' 

XXVIl. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  confiding  in  an 
25  interest;^ 
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iDtere3ty  which  be  supposed  himself  to  have  formed 
in  the  East-lAdia  House,  did  endeavour  to  prevail 
on  the  Court  of  Directors  to  violate  the  said  Act, 
and  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the  money  so  ille- 
gally accepted  by  him  to  his  own  profit,  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  services. 


XXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  since  de-  See  his  Let- 
clared  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  whenfortune  nth  jaij 
threw  a  sum  in  his  way  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  the  eiid  of 
above  mentioned)  of  a  magnitude  zvhich  could  not  **^^8*^ 
he  concealed^  he  chose  to  apprize  his  employers  of  it ; 
thereby  confessing  that,  but  for  the  magnitude  of 
the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  be  concealed,  he 
never  would  have  discovered  it  to  them.     And  the 
said  unlawful  present  being  received  at  the  time 
when,  for  reasons  directly  contradictory  to  all  his 
former  recorded  declarations,  he  did  agree  to  re- 
mote the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  Nabob's  domi- 
nionsy   and  to  recall  the  pensioners  aforesaid,  it 
must  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  agree  to  give  the 
relief  (which  he  had  before  so  obstinately  refused) 
upon  the  grounds  and  motives  of  justice,  policy,  or 
humanity,  but  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  money 
aforesaid,  which  in  a  time  of  such  extreme  distress 
in  ,the  Nabob's  affairs  could  not  he  rationally  given, 
except  for  those  and  other  concessions  stipulated 

for 
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for  in  the  said  treaty,  but  which  had  on  former 
occaiuons  hem.  refused. 

XXIX. 

Thnt  notwithstanding  his,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings^s  receipt  of  the  present  of  jE.  1  oo^ooo  as  afore- 
saidy  he  did  violate  every  one  of  the  stipulaticHis  in 
the  said  treaty  contained ;  and  particularly  he  did 
continue  in  the  country,  and  in  the  service  of  the 
Nabob  of  Qude,  those  troops,  which  be  bad  so  re^ 
oently  stipulated  to  withdraw  from  his  country,  and 
.  to  take  from  bis  establishment ;  for,  upon  the  a4tb 
pf  December  following,  he  did  order  the  temporary 
brigade,  making  lo  battalions  of  500  men  each,  to 
be  again  put  on  the  Vizier  s  list ;  althoo^  be  had 
recently  informed  the  Court  of  Directon,  throu^ 
Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  Nabob's  paying  that  brigade  was 
a  JaUacy  and  a  dscepti&ny  and  that  tbe  same  was  a 
charge  upon  the  Company,  and  not  an  aUevkUim 
^it9  digresses,  as  well  as  an  insupportable  burthen 
lo  the  Nabob ;  thus  having  within  a  abort  space 
^of  time,  twice  contradicted  himself,  both  in  dftda* 
ration  and  in  conduct 

XXX. 

That  this  measure,  in  direct  violation  of  a  trealjr 
of  not  three  aoooths'  duration,  was  so  ii^didoos 
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fbat,  JQ  the  opinion  of  the  assistant  ftesideot^  J^hji^ 
90Q,  '^  nothing  less  than  blows  could  efiect  jt  :*'  lie 
the  sai4  Res&dent  fprtiier  addia;^  ^^thaJt  the  Nai)ob 
"  was  not  even  able  to  pay  off, the  arrears  still  du^ 
*^  to  it  [tbe  new  ^brigade] ;  and  that  the  troops 
bekig  all  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present 
payment)  so  large  a  body  .assembled  her^  [viau 
"  at  Luciano w]  without  any  .means  to  check  .and 
*'  coi^ol  .them,  nothing  but  disorder  could  foBo^v^, 
^  As  one  proof  that  the  Kabob  is  as  badly  off  fqr, 
^^  funds  as  We  are,  I  may  inform  you,  that  hi$( 
"  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon  him,  and  went  aU 
^'  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  from  1 3  to  18 
*^  months  arrears,  and  were  with  great  difficulty. 
*^  persuaded  to  retire,  which  was  probably  more, 
^  .effected  by  a  body  of  troops  getting  under  jgirms 
^*  togo.ag^nst  them,  than  any  other  considerar 
"  tioD.'*  '  But  the  letter  of  Warren  Hastings,  Es*t 
quire,  of  the  24th  of  December,  giving  the  above 
orders  for  the  infraction  of  the'  treaty,  and  to  which 
the  letter  from  whence  the  foregoing  extracts  are 
taken  is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  any  otherwise 
than  as  the  same  is  recited  in  the  said  answer. 

XXXI. 

•  '  ^ 

That,  notwithstanding  the  disorders  and  defici- 
encies in  the  revenue  aforesaid  had  continued  and 
increased,  and  that  three  very  iarge  balances  had  • 
accumulated,  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  4id  cause 

.  VOL.   XII,  s  th^ 
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th«  ci^atery  ic^dmte  «it  Cailcuttti  to  be  eumftftd 
ttod  dcttitimifcd,  tod  m  Mcount  iif  bnottMr  arreir^ 
eom^ed  of  vorioos  aitioteS)  ^prMemdifid  to  kst^ 
Moatnd8(t0d  durii^  ie^w  ^ea^  prenolis  to  the 
jffir  9  799  (Ihe  a^^^ticles  cdi^mnng  icbiets  if  titey 
ted  tieeft  jwtt,  ought  to  favre  b««n  ^Inun^d  «t*<he 
times  they  gevendfy  betsMid  due)  vtm  stent  to  <be 
tteftdMty'ftnd  payimnt  thereof  demanded^  lothe 
amotttttof  ^.  96o>ooo4tei1iiig^  whieh  ttitapeoted 
doRinifid,  <m  so  cK^nsMed  «i  dtmidoEi,  did  utt  a 
little  MlbalWfis  the  Natjiob.  Bot  'whifet  4e  md  hi& 
ikfniiWRi  ikieve  emmiitiiig  into  tiie  'said  uneiepeeted 
dieitnMid,  anocheTy  and  fifth  iMknice,  made  ixp  of 
MlmUt  fei^jgott^n  aitidin,  #aft  ddnatided  ito  ><iie 
a»iount'>f\£.  140^000  ^torii^aeiore.  Whieh«Md 
w«>  featkleiiMii^b  did  sotemfy  eiid'ooiiii^ 
N^bob^and  hhnAnkt^t^  mm  tlte^'dttdarMl  liiair 
the  Ri^idetft  ''might  at  once  take  ihe  coaotry, 
^  sitiee justiee  tms outof  the  qucMiOD.'' 

■"  'SJhMtMke  aid  lkstirtg%  ikKkrchsr  to  add  t»i^ 
confusiiati)  pe^tescft}')  •'add«tiscr«s  oftbe)^d)ob^ 
affairs,  did  send  to  his  Court  (in  which  he  had 
already  a  Resident  and'an'a^tant  Resident)  -two 
9(^^ Agents,  Major  P&llnw-iuai  Ali9or<fia«;^<and 
^4dMMfpt  lumor  BtSmeeHo  awto'ftvanfety  o^mt 

.  biaself 
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tfmself  beavdly  in  anrear  to  the  Company,  and  was 
ttiteflj  unable  lo  discharge  the  same^  as  wdl  as  in 
airear  to  his  own  troops,  and  to  many  individuals, 
and  that  he  borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  borrow) 
Jit  an  intiarest  of  near  thirty  per  cent.  To  this  de- 
iBflud  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or  unlawful  present 
lo  titaae\£f  to  the  amount  of  £.  ioo,ouo  sterling, 
fffaieb  he  did  not  refuse  as  unlawful,  and  of  evil 
cumple,  but  as  mdeHcate  in  the  Nabob's  present 
•ttuuion  ;  and  did,  as  if  the  same  was  his  own  pre- 
perty,  {iretame  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  desire  the 
trmnrfer  of  it,  aft  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  Company 
IttB  nutstero.  To  this  second  demand  he  the  said 
fiaatings  addeda  third  demand  of  ^.  1 20,ooD  ster^ 
Uag,  for  fimr. additional  regiments  on  the  Nabob's 
iisty  after  he  had  solemnly  engaged  to  take  off  the 
ten,  .with  which  it  had  been  burthened ;  the  whoh 
tif  the  clakns  through  his  private  agent  aforesaid 
tittJdng;tlie^iim.of  jC-  820,000 sterling. 

XXXIII. 

That  the.denumdsy  claims,  &c.  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Uaatings  upim  the  Government  of  Oiak 
in  Ibat  year,  amoiioted  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
Xt.  3,530,000  sterling,  and  being  jotAed  to  the  ar^ 
leiBtrs  to  tixxi^s,  .and  -some  tntamal  .failures,  amount^ 
lagftD.^.  Il55^€tat)  :Steriing  snatty  the  whole  charge 
mooe  to  ^.;2,785,aoo  sterling;  which  was  ^on^ 
Mmibigr  morerthttiidoabki  t^  net  j^roduce  of  the 

g  2  Nabob's 


*26o  ARTICLES   OF   CHARGE 

Nabob's  Revenue,  the  same  only  amounting  t^ 
^.  4,450,000  "nominal  revenue,  never  completely 
"  realized." 

XXXIV. 
That  towards  providing  for  th^e  extravagant 
demands,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  direet 
and  authorize  another  breach  of  the  publick  faith, 
giv«n  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar.  For  whereas  by 
the  second  article  of  this  treaty  aforesaid  it  was 
left  to  the  Nabob's  discretion,  whether  or  not  he 
should  resume  the  landed  estates,  called  JaghireSy 
within  his  dominions ;  and  notwithstanding  the  said 
Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  said  aiticle,  did  declare, 
that  the  Nabob  should  be  left  to  the  exercise  of 
his  own  authority  and  pleasure  respecting  them, 
yet  he  the  said  Hastijigs  did  authorize  a  violent 
compulsion  to  be  used  towards  the  said  Nabob  for 
accomplishing  an  universal  confiscation  of  that 
species  of  landed  property ;  and  in  so  doing  he  did 
also  compel  the  Nabob  to  break  his  fiuth  with  all 
the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  in  vio- 
lating the  assurance  of  his  own  original  grants,  but 
bb  assurance  recently  given,  when,  being  pressed 
by  the  Company,  he  [the  Nabob]  had  made  a 
temporary  seizure  of  the  jH'ofits  of  the  lands  afore- 
said, in  the  manner  of  a  compulsory  loaii,  for  Ae 
re-payment  of  which  he  gave  his  bonds  and  obliga*^ 
tions;  and  although  he  had  at  the  'same  tinie 
solemnly  pledged  liis  faith^  that  he  never  woulci 
•  .  '    :  again 
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«gahi  resort  to  the  like  oppressive  measure,  yet  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  hino  to  be  com- 
pelled to  confiscate  the  estates  of  at  least  sixty- 
seven  of  the  principal  persons  of  bis  country,  com- 
prehending therein  his  own  nearest  relations,  and 
the  ancient  friends  and  dependants  of  his  family ; 
the  annual  value  of  the  said  estates  thds  confiscated 
amounting  to  £.  435>.ooo  sterling,  or  thereabouts^, 
upon  an  old  valuation,  but  stated  by  the  Resident 
Middleton  as  being  found  to  yield  considerably 
more. 

XXXV. 
That  the  violent  and  unjust  measure  aforesaid, 
subversive  of  property,  utterly  destnictive  of  sevens 
ancient  and  considerable  families,  and  mostdis- 
honourable  to  the  British  Government,  did  produce 
an  universal  discontent,  and  the  greatest  confusion 
throughout~the  whole  country ;  the  said  confiscated 
hnds  being  on  this  occasion  put  to  rack-rents,  and 
the  people  grievously  oppressed.  And  to  prevent 
a  possibility  of  redress,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  said  confiscated  estates  were  mortgaged 
(it  appearing  otherwise  impracticable  to  make  an 
approach  towards  satisfying  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  the  said  Hastings)  for  a  great  sum  to  certain 
usurious  bankers  or  money-dealers  at  Benares.  ^ 

XXXVI. 

•  Hiat  Kiesides  these  enormous  demands,  which 

S3  were 


were  in  part  iwde  ior  the  support  of  sfv^nd  owpi 
of  troops  uQckr  Bpitish  officers^  wbicb  by  the  tfamgr 
of  Ciuinar  ought  to  buve  beeo  reim^ved,  vevj 
brge  extm  charges^,  not  belonging  to  the  miUjbMj 
U^t  of  tke  wd  Nabob,  aod  several  civiL-chargea  aad 
peoAiofis  were  conlmued,  and  others  nevly  put  oi^ 
Allien  the  treaty  of  Cbuoar,  namely,  an  aJJowanct 
to  Sir  Eyve  Coot«  of  1 5»554  rupees  per  months 
(being  upwards  of  £^  1 8,664  sbeiUng  a  yeax)  and 
»n  aUowance  U>  Trevor  Wheler>  Esquire,  of  5,OM 
rupees  per  raonth  (or  £.  6,000  sterlbg,  and  iip^ 
wards,  a  year),  and  the  whole  of  the  settled  chai^es^ 
not  of  a  military  nature,  to  Qrilish  subjects, 
fUBOunti^ig  to  little  le33  than  ^.  140,000^  yoarkyj 
wd  tf  oilier  aUowance s,  not  included  in  tb^-  teti* 
vate,  were  added^  tbey  wouW  greatly  eseeedl  tiMi 
funn,  befliides  snuch  more,  which  may  juMly  be  ai«« 
l^ted  to  bf^ve  been  paid,  no  pwrt  whereof  h«A  aft 
ilbftit  time  b^i^  brqi^  forwiw-d  to  aaj  pubiidi 
vacsowt. 

XXXVIL 
Thai  the  coyiBQaoder  of  one  of  these  tm^  ofi 
iihosejE^urthen  the  said  Nabob  didt  eoaopbjWj  w9|(i 
tJeut-Colofiel  Alexwder  Hannay^  who  did  $wn» 
the  irevenii^a  of  ceftaki  distriel^  eaied  J^fi#ck 
and  Gor*«bpore»  wljuqbi  tbQ  m^  Hasli^,.  in  tb* 
ninth  article  of  his  instructions  to  Mn  Bristow,  did 
estimate  at  23  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £.  i^ofioo 
Pfi;  Mnuo);   ^  ijm4^  Ufc    ^  M«i(  HawtA 

management 
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jpovmogeioeQi,  th«  coUectioos  ()id  v^i^  gcettHy  de* 
jlPMaM  4i(^  ^  into/ WQiu$iQl;l-^  apd^  i^  1«^  tihk^ 

xxxvm, 

V  Tbat  tibi^  fw  greater  part  qf  the  9aid  ^?y  list 
wMamiwii^t^  Qv  Qfckrod  by  bim  tbq  8^id  Warren 

Cpmipt  ^^ftu^Bca.  f  OF  iti  4o^  apemi^  ^a|;  al  the 
tima  wJIm9I1i  W  ^  p^tie!^»  i^  c(y»fqr«%  U^  the 
treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  to  remove  the  Com- 
pany's servants^  ^'  ehU  a^d  military,  from  the 
^  Court  aod  Service  ot  tk^  Visier^"  he  i\d  assert,, 
that^  b^  tiberat^j  dM  ''  damimb  his  oum  mjimm, 
u  ay  ^1^  %f^  tbat  of  t«s  «qttaag«ia%  by  niMsrQwuig 
''  tba.  Una  of  pMtr<magfi  ;"  wbi«b  pi^^aSb  thait  tl?is 

affiGaai  paiwwH  M^d^tba^  aiDoluiomtat  a^S^esaiij, 

ip  Qudq^  wara  gf  M«i  iwti^naga^.  as  bia  V^onaie 
ai^uld  i¥ik  Ua  dwauwh^  hy  t^ki^  awa^>  tba  w44 

fffiM^  ^  wtesa  tba  iwiq  ha4  beed  ^ubaDantiatty 
a4  bit  g^i  wd  ba  d]4i  at,  tjba  tvwe  ^  tba  pr«- 
Unddd  Tf^avitipa  a^eaaid,  f^praaa  koik  ifk 
loKPwMlea  Qf  tba  amttnqe^  a^  tba  a^M  a^icaa- 
•k^^  aiad  abuaiv«  etuJ^lisbawaMft  and  hia  seoea^  ^f 
bi»  ^Kjiip.  tabias  tbaa»  away;  fioi: ini agi^aaing to 
^  actiida  in  tb*  traau^  <tf  Cbunar  far  aboi^bwg 
thft  flfiJA  a»tabtiilMMPlh .  b«  M  4fm^v»  biawtif 

04  "  actuated 


564  auticles  of  chAr6c 

« 

**  actuated  solely  by  motives  of  justice  to  the 
**  Nabob,  and  a  regard  f  o  the  honour  of  our  na^ 
*^'tional  character;''  and,  according  to  his  own 
representation,  the  said  servants  of  the  Company, 
civil  and  military,  **  by  their  numbers,  their  influ- 
*'  ence,  and  the  enormous  amount  of  their  salaries, 
**  pensions,  and  emoluments,  were  an  intolerabk 
^*  burthen  on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the 
Vizier ;  and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and  resent^ 
ment  of  the  whole  country^  by  excluding  the 
"  native  servants'  and  adlierents  of  the  Vizier  from 
"  the  rewards  of  their  services  and  attachment.*' 

XXXIX. 

That  the  Revenue  of  the  country  being  andci- 
pated,  mortgaged,  and  dilapidated  by  the  counsel, 
concurrence,  connivance  and  influence,  and  often 
by.  the  direct  order  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
the  whole  civil  Government;  magistracy,  and  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  gradually  declined,  and  at 
length  totally  'ceased  through  the  whole  of  ti^ 
vast  provinces,  which  compose  the  territory  of 
Oude;  and  no  power  was  visible  therein  but  that 
of  the  Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  attended  by  bodies 
of  troops  to  enforce  the  collections ;  insomuch  that 
rol^beries,  assassinations,  and  acts  of  every  de- 
scrijjtion  of  outrage  and  violence  were  perpetrated 
with  impunity ;  and  even  in  the  capital  city  Of 
Lucknow,  the  seat  oi  the  soverei^  power,  there 
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was  no  (Court  of  justice  whatever  to  take  cogni* 
zance  of  such  offences. 

XL. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  be  did 
interfere  in  the  government  of  Oude,  was  obliged 
by  his  duty  to  interfere  for  the  good  purposes  of 
government^  and  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
extorting  money  therefrom,  and  enriching  his  own 
dependents,   which  latter  purpose   alone   he  did 
effect  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  but  not  one 
of  the  former.     For  the  said  Hastings,  having  pro- 
cured  the  extraordinary  powers  given  by  and  to 
himself  by  his  delegation  of  the  3d  of  July  1 78  r, 
did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  purpose,  among 
many  others,  "of  assisting  the  Nabob  Vizier  in 
forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government 
•*  and  the  improvement  of  his  revenue/'    And  in 
consequence  of  the  said  powers  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did,  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an 
article  from  the  Nabob,  by  which  the  said  Nabob 
*  did  promise  to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reform- 
ation of  his  civil  administration ;  and  he  did  give 
certain  instructions  to  the  Resident  Middleton,  to 
which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the  most  implicit 
cbeiSence;  and  did  in  one  article  thereof  direct 
him  to  urge  the  Nabob  to  endeavour  gradually^ 
if  it  could  not  be  done  at  once,  to  establisb  Courtt 

of 


it 
It 


•>  • 


of  Mwifitj  tf utfic«l  wd  that  ihtk  XinogB^  [chief 
criminal  magistrates]  Moulabi^  [coQSuUii^  w  sis* 
distant  lawyers]  and  other  officers,  should  be 
selected  by  the  ministeisr  with  his,  the  ResideDt's, 
concurrence:  aad  aAerwgrds;.  in  bis  ioatroctioQS 
to  tihii  KiUBidettk  firistaw,,  deairing  Im,  to  puc9Uf 
tbe.  araie  ob^t»,  he  declared  bis  Qi^ink»»  ^'Um^ 
''  tba  want  of  sMcfa  couctei  wd  ti^  extrenae.  lii;)eQr 
<<  tioQsnie&s  occasioned  tbi^rehy,,  is  qw  of  tbt  moat 
'^  jdiareputeble  defects  ia  bis  Higltfiess  tbe.  Nabob's 
'^  GoveromenjU  Aod  that  while  tbey  da  oat  exist 
«  evecy  mea  koaws  the  bMP4rd,.  which  be  inciirs 
^  w^  leodimi  bis  foo^ey/'  Bet  be  did  |^ve  bin 
tbcesaid  Eesideiitiio  positive  instruf^tioa  cQitf:;im»- 
ing^tibe  same^  si^posing  ^  erteUisboae^t  of  siKb 
qourto  a  AMtter  of  difficulty;  and  did  ttiere£n^ 
le»e  bisa  a  latitude  ia  bis  proceedmgs  Uiere»k 

xti. 

Tbet  IJB^  salid  Resident  Bristow  did^  bi)vf ver^ 
19  coofonnity  to  tjhe  said  instiriictiw^  et  last  fpwt 
wtb  swk  latitude,  endeavow  to  pra^ailk  en  tj^ 
iMd  minister  gFsdualLy  to  iiAFo4we  CouFtR  eC  f^9h 
^  for  tbo  eogBisanee  ef  ^no»ei|  Uy  begjy»iwttg:li> 
estabUifc)  e  crimiaai  eowt  ned^  %  Mli^  jwJIgPf 
m  judge  eceeidi«i||  te^  tbe  M4M«we44n  ^f^w^  kk  t)»e 
fity  of  liudmeif^  B^  H^e%  Beig  Wok  «  «M* 
airter  of  the  sMd  Warreni  liestii)isy  iM^oAine^* 
mA  BeMjf  d<pwdeit  if^wk  liivi  difi.  cW^  <^ 

obstruct, 
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obstmot,  and  in  the  end  totatty  defiea^  the  este** 
blishmentof  the 


XLIL 

That  the  obstrudioQ  aiaceaaid,.  and  tbe  evil 
cpnBequenees  thereof^  were  duly  represented  to  the 
mUi  Hastily ;  and  tboi^  the  said  Hastings  had 
Made  it  the  fourth  article  of  a  crimkiftl  ehaigs 
agaioet  the  Resident  Middleton,  ^^  that  he  did  not 
^  report  te  the.  Governour-Geoeml,  or  te  the 
^  Boank^  the  pio^pieas,  which  he  had  made  horn 
^  tane  to  tkne  in  hi&  efidearours  ta^  €ompky  vilh 
'^  hm^  instructions;  and  that,  if  he  met  mlh  any 
^  impisdiiBents  ut  the  esbecution  of  tbtai,  ha  had 
^'  oButted  to  state  those  rmpadunents^  and  tn  apply 
^  foF  fiiesh  oodefs  upon  them ;" — ^yet  be  the  loii 
Hastiaga  dni  give  no  manner  of  suppcMt  to  the 
lUatdeBt  firistov  against  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
Khto^  apd  did  ncA  eirea  answer  several  oi  his 
kttera,  the  said  Bristow  s  letters,  stating  the  said' 
BBpodiflieDtS)  or  tahe  aay  notice  ef  hk  mniuH 
sinaees;  but  did  at  kaigth  rewke  his owi> instnav 
tioap,  dedanng  that  he,  the  said  Besidanli^  sboidd 
aat  pteaume  to  act  iipoa  the  aaaie ;  aad  396!  did 
Qot  fiimjsh  hin  with  aajr  olhars,  upon  wfakb  ha 
might  ac^  bm  did  nphold  the  aaid^  %dsr  fi^ 
Kfaia  in  the  ebstmctiba  by  bim  ^nren  to  the  per* 
fanaanca  of  the*  fii^t  and  foadaaDenfeal  duty  of 

Pavemment;   namely^  the  administration    of 

justice^ 
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justice,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  subject  against  wrong  and  violence. 

XLIIL 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  aftehv^s  proceed 
to  the  length  of  criminating  the  Resident  Bristow 
aforesaid  for  his  endeavours  to  est^lish  tlie  said 
necessary  court,  as  an  invasion  of  the.  rights  of 
the  Nabob's  government;  when,  if  the  Nabob  in 
bis  own  proper  person  and  character,  and  not  the 
aforesaid  Hyder  Beg  (who  was  a  creature  of  the 
aaid  Hastings)  had  opposed  the  re-establishment 
of  justice  in  the  said  country,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  said'  Hastings  to  have  pressed  the  same  upon 
him  by  every  exertion  of  his  influence.  And  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  pretended  attention 
to  the  Nabob's  authority,  when  exercised  by  his 
the  said  Hastings's  minister  to  prevent  the  esta- 
blishment of  Courts  of  Justice  for  the  protection 
of  life  and  property,  at  the  same  time  that  he  did 
not  hesitate,  in  the  case  of  the  confiscation  of  tbm 
Ja^bires,  and  the  proceedbgs  against  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob,  totally  to  super-? 
fede  his  authority,  and  to  force  his  inclinations  b 
acts,  which  overturned  all  the  laws  of  property^ 
^d  offered  violence  to  all  the  sentiments  of  natu-« 
ral  affectfon  and  duty ;  and  accusmg  at  the  same 
time  his  instruments  for  not  gobg  to  the  utmost 

leogtin 
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Itagths.  in  the  execution  of  bis  sud  orders,  is  gtdltj 
•f  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

'XLIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  highly  aggravate  his 

offence  in  discountenancing  and  discouraging  the^ 

re*establisbment  of  magistracy,  latv,  and  order,  in 

the  country  of  Oude,  inasmuch  as  he  did  in  the 

eighth  article  of  his  instructions  to  the  Resident 

ordesr  him  to  exercise  powers,  which  ought  to  have 

been  exercised  by  lawful  magistrates,  and  in  a 

manner  agreeable,  to  law.     And  in  the  said  article 

he  did  state  the  prevalence  of  rebellion  in>  the 

said  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion  coqld  exiA 

in  a  country,  in  which  there  was  no  magistracy; 

and  no  protection  for  life  or  property,  and  ki  .wbicfa 

the  native  authority  had  no  force  whatever ;  and 

in  which  he  himself  states  the  exercise  of  British 

authority  to  be  an  absolute  usurpation:    and  he 

did    accordingly    direct    a    rigorous    prosecution 

against  the  offence  of  rebellion  under  such  circum* 

stances,  1>ut  '^  with  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry,** 

when  he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  those 

courts  of  justice  and  magistracy,  by  which  rione 

rebellion  could  be  prevented,  or  a  fioir  and  impai>i 

tial  inquiry  relative  to  the  same  could  be  had^ 

And  particularly  he  did  instruct  the  said  Resident 

to  obtain  the  Nabob's  order  for,  employing  seme 

sure  means  for  apprehending  certain  cZemindaaBs, 

and 


tf0  gjtsxLn  or  tmAfkox 

«ad  pttrticulftrly  threa)  m  the  tntruction  nuMdy 
whom  he  the  said  Uaatkigs  did  cause  to  be  mppre* 
hended  upon  what  he  calls  good  information,  founded 
upon  some  facts,  to  which  he  asserts  he  has  the  tesd- 
mOTHf  fd  mifmcnl  witfaesses%  **  that  they  had  the  ije- 
^'  9tniotion  of  Cobael  Hbikik^^  end  tbe  officers 
^ '  under  his  command,  as  tibcir  wumediate  okgecti 
^  And  uhitnately  the  exlkpaition  of  the  EngliEfti  inflii- 
^  etioe  undfiDwer  tbrongbaut  ail  the  Nabobs  dooii^ 
^  mons;*'  and  dMt /they  did  a^.pecsefiere  in  their 
aebeUiocB  conduct  withool  deviatbn,  ^^  though  tber 
^  iN[aft)obiS9  sM  not  our  gomrmtoetit,  was  then  tbm 
^  j^tyectof  it"  And  he  &d  dkect  the  iaid  S,e»* 
dflnt»  if  it  sfamdd  afipear,.  *^,€^  4i  Jiar Hxtiirregwktr 
'^  Mfkir^,.thnt  their  conduct  towards  the  .Nabob 
^  jfaid  been  such  aa  it  had  been  reported  fto  be,  to 
*. insist  upon  the  Nabob's  puniafaiiig  them  with 
^'  tdbtfIA  ;  and  tor  treal;  with  the  sane  rigour  e^ei^ 
^  iZbmindar,  and  every  sul^eet,  who  aball  be  Ifan 
^  Jeftier  ID  a  ttbeliaon  ^aintt.his  aiMborifty." 

XLV. 

That  thftoinie  of  the  said  Uasthigi^  in  U»pn^ 
Mdnreialbmsaid,  was  iurtber  iiighly  aggravatKid  !l^ 
Usrhaying  received  infennatiofi  of  seiveral  sttfUudg 
drntnoetances,  wbiob  stron^y  iodkated  'the  tRoaa* 
U^  tof  n  i^ipilar  oiag^tracy  nnd  a  legal  jodkatmA 
ten.  the. total failme  ef  jnsfite,  aifectttig  inet  otif 
tteiftoitjaGSB  nt  iai;g^,bufe«fm  .the  .reij^HngifaBiiiy 

itself ; 
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fBelJF;  fits  ^90  erf  the  caines  i0hy  wo  1^^  magis- 
iricy  toxM  ^&mt,  «Ad  viAiy  %he  ^nces  of  th^ 
MigDiftg  family  wi^re  not  '&i^f  4»^s«d  to  the  at- 
^hidk^  ^  aSBa&MfiS)  bat  even  to  a  want  of  the  pro* 
tMt}06,*wiMh  lUfA^t  he  bad  from  then*  ser^^rants 
%mI  MtttMhidts^  who  wefe  'Ativeti  from  their  masters 
i&t  want  of  that  main^^enance,  whith  the  prmces 
tbetr  masters  could  not  proeare,  even  for  them- 
iM^eB.  And  the  cireumstances  aforesaid  wetb 
detailed  to  him  the  said  Hastings  by  4^e  R«8lident 
®riMOw,  in  a  ktter  from  Lucknow,  daited  the  "figth 
tfaviMry  1 7i&4,  to  the  Gmemour^^Sreneral  the  «aid 
^ftrt^n  Hastings,  and  tbe  CouivcM  ^  Sen^^  in 
%he  Umis  fodiowing : 

"^^  Thelret}UMt  refcberies  «id  muitlet^,  pet^ 
^  tnMd  injiis  £Me}leiidy\s,  the  V^iaer's^-dbrnMiSfen^ 
^  httvie  %e0n  t^  ijften  the  subject  of  nfry  nepresen- 
^  tatkmiB  to  your  Honourable  fiefald.  Prom  the 
^^  totisll  timttt  of  police,  htt«dly  ^  day  dapses  btft  1 
"^  %m  informed  ttf  'i^ome  tragical  etent,  M^hc^eof 
^  (he  Ibore  Yedtalis  shocking  l^e  iMmanity.  About 
^*  two  mofittis  sitite  "an  attempt  was  made  to  as- 
^  saasittate  flajah  t^dkift  Roy,  the^ac^ing  smHSfer's 
'^  't*6iifideittlal  agent,  bift  he  hstppSy  ^ssfeaped  nm- 

*^  hte  fttft  ^een  "so '  ^Mtcttiate,  as  wilPappeftr<lSoni 
^  'branslti^iMs  '^f  two  of  Ms  letters  to  txre,  'No:  i, 

*  •  • 

"  which  I  haVB  the  hotiourlD  *^ndase^^or  your 

^  iaiforiildli^n.     Although  my  feelbgs  are  sensiUy 

"  hurt 


r 
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'^  hurt,  and  my  compassion  strongly  excited  hj 
"  the  disgracrful  and  tmserabk  state  of  paoerty, 
*^  to  which  his  Excettmcys  brothers  are  reduced, 
''  yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  t^ 
^^  interfere  with  effect  My  efforts  on  a  former 
*^  occasion  failed  of  success,  and  my  interpasitim 
"  now  would  only  excite  the  resentment  of  the  mir 
^^  nister  towards  the  unhappy  sufferers  in  consC'^ 
^^  quence  of  their  ^application  to  me,  from  whom 
"  ALONE,  howeoer,  tfiey  hope  for  relief  from  their 
present  distress^  which,  their  near  connexion 
f ^  with  the  Vizier  considered,  is  both  sbameAjl  anij 
/^  unprecedented.  That  no  regular  Courts  of  Jua- 
^^  tice  have  been  established,  an  this  country  19 
particularly  pointed  ^t  in  my  instructions  as  ^e 
most  disreputable  defect  in  his  Highness's  go^ 
'^  vemment;  yet  the  minister  seems  determined  on 
^^  abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary  sm 
'^  institution.  The  office  of  Chief  Justice,  as  held 
"  by  Molovy  Morobine,  was  ever  nugatory,  but 
^^  now  it  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  contempt.  The 
'^  -^original  establishment,  inadequate  as  it  was,  is 
^^  mouldering  away,  and  the  officers  now  attached 
^'  to  it  are  literally  starving,  as  no  part  of  their 
*<  allowance  has  been  paid  for  above  six  mooths 
*^  past  He  himself  has  propibsed  to  resi^  h» 
"  appointment,  being  every  way  precluded  .from  a 
"  possibility  of  exercising  the  duties  of  it'' 

XLVI.    That' 
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That  it  appears  by  the  saSd  letfe*,  *and  th6r 
papers  therewith  transmitted,  as  tt^ll  as  olher  do*- 
cmnents  in  the  sard  correspondenee,  that  in  cooAe- 
<pience  of  the  distress  brought  upen  llrcf  Mtbufe'^ 
finances  certain  of  the  prirnres  his  bifetbiw*,  the 
driidren  of  Sujah  til  DotrJa,  the  Ial6  em0ftyga  of 
the  coatitry,  were  pot  tiponf  pensi^ma  unsuiiable  id 
their  brrth  and  rank,  and  by  the  firismttnagement 
of  ttie  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  hy  Itoe  said 
Warren  Hastings)  for  two  yea* s  together  ix&  cton- 
sidemble  part  of  the  said  inadeqtsMe  peli^<9n  wa;^ 
paid ;  and  not  being  able  te^  maiiMaifi  the  attend- 
ants necessary  for'  thdr  protccdofl  in  a  cHy,  in 
wtAch  all  magistracy  and  justice  was  aboKsbed, 
they  were  not  only  liable  to  suffer  the  greMest  ex- 
tremities of  penury,  but  their  lives  were  exposed 
to  the  attempts  of  assassins.     The  Conxiition  of 
one  of  \h6  said  prince^,  called  tha  K-abcdb  Baha- 
dur, is    by  hftmd^  t^trongty  expressed  in  threig 
iettef s  fo  the  said  ReskleRt  Bristow,  the  firs%  dMed 
th<  ^th  nf  December  J783 ;  chese^md,  the  7th 
of  .^emruai^  ^784;  and  the^  third,  the;  i5tb  cf  Ja- 
imaipy  1784;  whidh  letters  were  duly  traDsiiritted 
in  ther  dispadb  of  the  !2f9tb  of  the  same  momh  tO 
ffawen  Hastittgs,  Esquirie,  and  are  as  foUow : 

^  Your  own  servant  carried  yOu  the  acoooM  <Jf 
^  what  he  bimseif  wa$  an  eye-^iHtneds  to,  after  th« 

rot.  xn.  T  "  affair 
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*'  inftri^)*teh«;  tWtft  #hicfr  1  hshhft  fefen  oVtertrti«!tted, 
'^  ai'er  n^t  urrkttoATir  onto  you;  that  the*  v)ttDb^t 
*^  Moodf  of  ihy  ikunt,  /fe  py-ejJ  and  ttdtr  of  ihy 
^"^fdmJlfy,  i^fs&  ^Ae<l^  taS  id  tihe  ^drii^  mdnili^)^  I  too 
^"^  trfl^  wocrtircRsd.  UnlS^  ito)ir  I  feel*  A^  (Mdh  dttof 
^  ^Ibtfoti  of  ttk^  i^ounds ;  dntf  ift>  p^^^M  ^^  /e- 
'•^  ^Yiriil^  iWjr  soScitaticM  f<ft  flsdi'dil^,  Mtgttt  dfitt 
(hea^mm,  aud  Sroug/ti  him  td  ennAgnptMt^^ 
rt^,  ymrse^  excepted!'— ^  In  fiie  iM!nil«r,  as 
^  the  honourable  Govemour-General  has  BiittpfSbi. 
'*'  fliy  iir^flier  Saadftrt;  Ally  Ctf^rti  fbr  fife  sdtt,  and 
'^  tdSftVi^d  mte  nrofifi  Hit  l^sttioff,  dflBciioi)^  itbd 
*^  depewtfende  cif  thfe  pfec^,  W6t«W  it  Ite  eirtfa>ilf di- 
*'  Aaery  that  yotf  iiso  shduftf,  ih  yotnr  bdunty  tfh(f 
'*  fdwtir,  cottseht  iti  adopt  rite;  irhiy  do  ftot  possess 
t!ib  tjecds^tarieis^  df  life^  and  p^mtit  rii6  to  alTend 
yott  to  trliateviBr  part  of  thts  *^(Jf Hi  ydu  muy 
^  trwdl,  ^vttefeby  I  gfeaft  at  fift  driia  deH<^  ho- 
•^  noiir  ahtf  aJrf^aritftgfe^?  l^rwteYljr,  te  fllrtffe  brdthers, 
^  Skadfet  JBTy,  %r*i  ^hgfy,  dttd  I,  Are  ptfof  and 

^  dppreSsed,  Wer^  te  tfte  |Jr«Bifi*  6f  dbf  bl««ged 
^  fitHer,  i^fkfee  scWl  rtsfe^  fti  ftfetffetl,  lSte6i«<!  dtte. 
*  lfo*r  fhfetftariStrts  <fl  fhfe  G6vert\nldtit'ptrt  tot 
"  ^Tx  i  fbdStag  with  our  yooti'ge*  bfOtfreYs;  <Wio 
"  have  lately  left  the  Zenana,  'and  whose  expense^ 
*'  ire  -small  '€fe  fliis  scale,  which*  is  in  ^eiy 
"  re^ct  insufficient  for  my  maintenance,  they  pay 
"  the  pitiful  allowance  only  when  it  is  theh  pUa- 
^  mtcto  do  it.    tfy  ^atlbtf  m  idit  y«a«.  past 
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'*  ^ait  Ifitnm  mmf  <^4lmhfbr^^  m^my  far- 
*'  mnu  md  mmff  vvjt  4yvig  <f  kungfr.    ^ 

"  with  medicines.  How  then  is  it  possibly  ^  me 
"  to  exist  r  Considepriqg  jpn  as  my  patron,  par- 
"  ticinating  in  niy  affliction^,  I  ))ave  repjpji^ed 
"  the  jc;ircv>instances  qonicii^ng  my  i^ituation;  ^iiij^d 
"  I  feopp  frPW  yQUT  fi^e^dshijx,  that  ^oy  yjB 
*Vij8»9Hrjiie#¥iiJh  ^a  ^^v(R^t?ble,,^wj?r.'' 

XLVIl. 

Xb^  JRejident  Ilcistpw  4id  .fJso  rec,eKe  f  j^^fOBg 
Ii||[^iq^0qi3  frpn»  rtbrge  .qtbers  pfthe  J)^^hi^  pf  tfce 
«igniqg  s«vpre|gn,  csdl^d  Mjraa  HyiJer  ^li,  J^jfii^a  ^ 

loiwyitf  .All,  Aod  3(tir5»  3;Fpf  .A^'.  ?;e^»^?<i?«f?*?ijg 
4iw>r,w7  j;>it»We  9S^,  in  »  letj^r  pf  Jkhs^,ff 

AJWQh  J  78a,  iP  vii'ch,  vPQqg  pthgr  ^part|fiy|^ 

♦'  Qjjr  ^itHiatiop  .is  jaojt  .filt  to  ^  jr^fi»E»J(^. 
"  f^..tm> MW*  xef.h0Be  not  rt^fjmt^ajh/^j^  pn 
<<  Qpppwpt   pf  ^^  t»PQ»F  X^^>>iM^  ^<tt>  .^le 

"  '^i^isf^^  ^}if^  ^  .f»k(^'ifixp  iffiw,  ^u»Uy 

^  ^aj^.^  ^k  pf  rpppe^,iU)d  ^^ jiajld  41s 

T  3  "  M 
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"  as  you,  our  situation  is  arrived  at  that  pass,  tliat 
'*  we  should  be  in  distress  for  dty  bread  and 
clothes.  Whereas  you  have  done  many  gene- 
rous acts,  be  pleased  so  to  show  us  your  favour, 
"  that  by  some  means  we  may  receive  our  allow- 
"  ances  from  the  Company's  treasury,  and  not 
'''  be  obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit,  others 
«  for  iC' 

XLVIII. 

That  one  of  the  princes  aforesaid,  called  the 
Mirza  Jungly,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1783,  was  obliged  to  fly  from  the  dominions  of 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  to  leave  his  country  and 
connexions ;  and  as  the  Resident  Bristow,  writing 
from  Lucknow,  hath  observed,  "  he  went  to  try 
*'  his  fortune  at  other  Courts,  in  preference  to' 
*^  starving  at  home,  which  might  have  beea  his 
'^  fate,  by  all  accounts,  at  this  place."  And  the 
said  prince  sought  for  succour  at  the  Court  of  one 
of  the  neighbourmg  Mahomedan  princes ;  but  con- 
ceiving  some  disgust  at  the  treatment  he  met  with 
there,  he  departed  from  thence,  and  on  the  8th  of 
February  1783  arrived  at  the  Mahratta  camp, 
while  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  was  there  in  the 
character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Com- 
pany, with  a  view,  if  his  reception  there  should  not 
prove  answerable  to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the 
southward.  And  the  said  Anderson,  probably  con- 
sidering this  event  as  of  very  great  importance  to 

the 
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tbe  honour  of  the  British  Government,  as  well  as 
to  its  interests,  od  the  one  hand,  by  exhibiting  the 
^on  and  brother  of  a  soverei^  prince,  from  whom 
the  Company  had  received  many  millions  of  money, 
a    fugitive  from  his  country,  mnd  •  a  wanderer  for 
bread  through  the  Courts  of  India;  and  on  the 
other  the  consequences,  which  might  arise  from 
the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  possession,  and  under 
their  infli:ence,  a  son  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude, 
did  witho«at  delay  advise  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
of  the  event  aforesaid ;  and  he  did  also  write  to 
Mr.   firistow,  the  Resident  at  the  Court  of  the 
Nabob  Vizier,  several  letters  of  the  9th  and  2otb 
of  February,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of 
April  1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  for  his  return,  and  establishment  in  his  omi 
country.    And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  the 
Resident  Bristow,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince,  brother  of  the 
relgmng  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  Mahratta  camf), 
he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  pitched  close  to  that 
of  Mr.  Anderson ;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable 
to  the  Mahratta  General,  Scindia,  he  afterwards 
removed :  and  that  he  showed  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  English,  and  was  inclined  to  throw 
himself  upon  their  generosity ;  that  he  was  desirous 
of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  if  he,  the 
said  Anderson,    '^  would  give  him  the  smallest 
''  encourageinent,  be  would  quit  all  bis  followers^ 

T  4  ''  and 


^  and  come  alone,  end  would  take  up  hiv  ratt 

*  iiehce  undter  his  protection."  And  ^  «ai4 
Anderson  did  declare,  tfeat  he  thought  it  "  moM 
**  be  policy,  and  much  to  the  credit  of  our  Go* 
^  vemment,  that  smrie  pro^sion  dhoidd  be  laadt 

*  for  Mir^a  Jungly  in  our  tefrriterics/' 

XUX. 

Th^t  the  §akl  Bristow  did  repreaent  tbeafom** 
0aM  ctrcumstanees  to  Hyder  8eg  Cawn,  miiiister 
to  ^e  Nabob  of  Oude,  declaring  it  his  opinioa^ 
^  that  fais  highness's  brothers  thus  taking  cefbge 
^  trith  a  foreign  prince  h  «  refle<4ioi^  apon  the 
^  Vizier,  and  it  would  be  adfisable  thcit  an  dlow* 
^  ance  should  be  granted  to  him  upon  th^e  fodlRg 
^  of  his  brothers,  that  he  might  Feoiain  in  th^ 
^  presence."^  But  ^^e  Nabob  ^vas  induced  to 
i^efiise  to  his  brother  any  offer  of  any  ^Bowaaee 
beyond  the  two  hmidned  poonds  per  fiiomb,  allows 
id,  but  not  paid,  to  fais  cither  brdthers ;  and  wtdA 
tile  said  prince  did  observe  to  Mr.  AndearsOD,  **  that 
^  it  was  not  only  iaadequafte  to  his  expefises,  hot 
'''  infinitely  less  (as  l£he  tnrth  was)  tiian  what  his 
*'  Excellency  lias  settled  on  many  pei^ons  of  ia» 
"  ferioar  rank,  vfho  have  not  'SO  good  a  daitn  to 
^^  ins  support ;  and  that  it  wmld  tiol  be  *siiffidMt 

*  to  enable  hito  to  live  *tft  hndkmw,  Where  $A 
'*  His  frtends  and  tttlt^or^  i^ere,  and  so  teany  *€ 
^  hisfaifefioufs'livediii  ti  Mate  ^^OMtice."^    In 

24  caae, 
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4Mse^  'ther^ofie/  it  couU  not  be  increase^  be  jr^ 

lynssted  leave  to  \i^  iQ  tbe  Conipaoy's  provjaoop, 

4»r  at  Cakutta,  for  lha£  io  wy  of  tb^se  situatimi 

^'  be  couM  With  kiss  jdifficuJtjr  jregidate  ins  .ei^ 

'*  pemee/'    And  he  4id  deekn^e  ttot,  if  bJA  re^ 

;^M9rt  ^a$  ^lited  to  biaa^  h^  we^ld  iimHedimtelir 

i|Mit  «I1  ilHs  i^ioipeeU  uf^  jScindia.    To  tbiBie  pr«- 

^NiaiGioAS  he  rece^v^ed  a  v^  disoouragii^  hmw^c 

^flom  iw  brother  8  RHdistear,  eonUtiBkig  ^  pc^vie 

imd  ^wi  ref<i6al  of  a^y  increase  ef  altowgMce,  i<^ 

'^mogonly  the  Naibpb'6  ()enQQis3ioa  to  tc^  jntp 

^he  Company '»  tNTeyinees :  but  Mr.  Andaasw  4iA 

tiot  think  himself  autheriyod  4e  liake  iHiy  0tep$  Sep 

fthe  f>rinor'»  hetBoat  iMEO  ijbe  Mid  frovjwe  i»i|hiiit 

SobdJia  0  con^nrnaoM,  wkp,  he  pjbm^tfed,  pwld  uK^ 

^eveiy  ait  K>  dMain  him ;  wti  aaomjkuei^  ^iid 

mffej:  lawn  ^  cip.mmand  i^f  a  battoJMjl  ftf  JnjbMkqr 

ip  be  paid  <di?eQfly  frpm  to  o«rn  Ar0amf«  «mI 

^.i6;q0O  ^teriii^  a  ye^  ior  teepiog  Mp#  Miips 

lof  horse,  and  to  settle  ^^o  ^im  «  landed  ort<<r>«f 

4^.  4,qoo  a  year  as  a  j^wMrisioR  for  his  4vj£9  apd 

iiialdren ;  ivhieh  hontuftUe  f^efts  it  4^paaM  fbp 

'did  acoqpt,  and  did  and  d<ath  r^mnw  in  itib^ . 

Mdbsatia  aarFioe* 

L. 

Tfaat  dmag  tfie  wliote  leoitme  (if  tf»i^ 

4he  aidd  Waman  'Hailkigs  uraa  4iifly  Mkisad  tlliQiiBof, 

<Mt-by  a  noary  aarigr  Mlar  fmm  Ake  aaid  iW»det$«>a> 

and  afterwHdi  Aiy  4faa  iMidiMt  fiMifaa%  ^hfi>  w 

the 
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the  23d  of  April  17 S3,  transmitted  to  him 
whole  correspondence  with  Mr.  Anderson.  Bat 
what  answer  or  instructions  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  appear^ 
he  not  having  recorded  any  thing  upon  that  sub- 
ject But  it  appears,  that  to  the  Resident  Bristow, 
who  required  to  be  informed  whether  the  recep- 
tion  of  the  fugitive  prince  aforesaid  in  the  Com- 
pany's provinces  would  meet  his  approbation,  he 
gave  no  answer  whatsoever;  by  which  criminal 
neglect,  or  worse,  with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an 
ally  of  the  Company,  who  showed  a  strong  attach- 
ment and  preference  to  the  English  nation,  and  by 
suffering  him,  without  any  known  efibrt  to  prevent 
it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  and  fortunes  of 
the  Mahrattas,  who,  he  the  said  Hastings  well 
knew,  did  keep  up  claims  upon  several  parts  of 
the  dominions  of  Oude,  and  had  with  difficult 
been  persuaded  to  include  the  Nabob  in  the  treaty 
of  peace,  he,  having  suffered  him  first  to  languish 
at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for 
subsistence,  and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and 
countenancing  no  negotiations,  for  his  return  from 
his  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at  the  same  time 
that  several  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  creatures 
had  each  of  them  allowances  much  more  ccmsider- 
able  than  would  have  sufficed  for  the  satisfaction 
and  comfort  of  him  the  said  fugitive  prince- 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeamHr* 
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LI. 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  related  of 
the  other  brothers  of  the  Nabob  was  also  dulj 
transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  he 
did  never  order  or  direct  any  steps  whatsoever  ta 
be  taken  towards  tlie  relief  of  the  family  of  a 
reigning  prince,  who  were  daily  in  danger  of  perish- 
ing by  famine  through  the  effect  of  his  measures, 
and  those  of  a  person,  whom  he  supported  in 
power  against  the  will  and  inclinations  of  the  said 
prince  and  his  family. 

LIL 

That  the  foregoing  instances,  of  the  penury, 
distress,  dispersion,  and  exile  of  the  reigning  fa- 
mily, as  well  as  the  general  disorder  in  all  th« 
affairs  of  Oude,  did  strongly  enforce  the  necessity 
of  a  proper  use  of  the  British  influence  (the  only 
real  government  then  existing)  in  the  province  ' 
aforesaid,  for  a  regulation  of  the  economy  of  the 
Vizier's  Court,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  admi- 
nistration of  the  publick  concern^,  civil  and  mill- 
tary,'  which  were  in  the  greatest  disorder ;  and  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation  to 
provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  understand 
it  to  be  his  dtfty  so  to  do ;  and  that  he  was  therein 
warranted  by  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as 
^  well  as  by  other  universal  powefs  of  control,  and 

tven 


-even  of  supercession,  supposed  >y  him  to  exist  in  the 
relation  between  the  British  Government  and  that 
pf  Oude,  and  accordingly  he  did,  b  hi3  ins^c- 
.tiq^s  to  the  Resident  Middleton,  to  which  he  re- 
Xjuired  his  most  ipiplicit  obedience,  .direct  him  tp 
jgi  iuterference  io  a^nd  cpAtrol  upop  ^11  the  $kfl^ 
pon^cerinqg  the  reveoues.  the  «jiUtary  air&nge^ 
pwwt^  And  all  th^  other  brap.cb^^  gf  th.9  ^ftbob> 
Gjpy*rja«ie«it. 

Llll. 

VsM  tupw  ^  mo&\\  9f  tbe^^  ]Mi0dl^t9iR»  ^, 
in  his  instructions  to  the  Q,Q$id^fit  J^r^ijl^^e^,  4fKM|d 
23d  of  October  1781,  did  at  large  set  forth  the 
situation  of  the  Court  and  Government  of  Oude, 
i6a  sttlu^n  ^ii  '^fismHer  (0f  ifys  JJ»bf>b«  ^f  the 

Mtipg  minister,  and 'Of ^e Mt\^  SmimtMnimt 
<!k)art ;  and  jdid  (>bm){;r,  dottindidy,  Mid  «)viAiiilt 
/DMBTwe,  d€i9(Diibe  )tbe  ^i^mt  ^f  )tbe  Milbpvfy  it^  iie 
iwarwed  i>y  ^tb^  la3t  jilf  ihme  i^T$ms,  m  moH  •& 
Him  mqi^difieid  qotrnplmftce  ^  b^  «»^piMK«i  liNHP 
)tii6  ftinr^  ^Eanmr.    j^nd  bis  iJM  MOiFdif^HAMdife 

'^  we  Mxre  tbse  filfdm  i#f  «  fttMdy  i^no /tb#  np^ 
^  jOBnm  of ibja.ooinlryvaf  «MMiaM|g »irfi¥wr, 
''  iWfl  ^frequ^ody  a^tot«iitii«it  ^jl^j^^lilj^,^ 

''  ri^  j»  ifte  ■iiwiiWlmiir f^Mg{ihe  UtUk) 

"  Government  ;^ 
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*'  Gctc^rimenf;"  and  he  did  farther  in  thti  said 
msUmctioiid,  A^mely,  in  Instnictfon  the  Fotnth,  di- 
rttt  thfe  tfaid  Resident  in  the  wotds  following  :-^— 
''^  1  must  have  recoursi^  to  you  for  the  introduction 
**  ctf  a  new  systefti  in  that  Government;  nor  can  I 
**  dmit,  whilst  I  express  my  reliance  on  you  for 
^^  that  pwpose,  to  repeat  the  sentiitients,  whidt  1 
**  expressed  in  the  verbal  instructions,  i^hrcb  I 
'^^  gave  at  your  departure,  that  there  can  be  no 
^  medium  in  the  relation  between  the  Resident  and 
•*  the  ffmMer,  tut  dther  the  Residem  mttst  be  the 
•*  sbPtie  wtd  vOsiM  (f  the  ndmstery  6r  the  minisier 
^  ttt  tkt  dbstfktte  dispai^  of  the  Hes'tdent.'^  And 
he  fb&  Sftid  HaflSngs  d^d  ^te,  iti  the  s^Mie  dftichr 
of  the  i)lstft)titionSf  ^tnre^d,^  fbsrt  thodgh  lite  cort- 
dtaa  (X  the  teM  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n  had  been 
ftighly^  rept^hemiMe,  arrd  1!bat  he  ^di^  ittuch  dls- 
pffeteed  thefeat;  he  woaWpfefei-  httir  tb  any  othier, 
dR  ixxm\\t  Of  \6s  abHlty  aitcF  knowied^^  df  bosi- 
rtSM,  with  toe  fftftbwiiig  fffb^lso,  **  if  he"  trciald 
^  tfu6thf(  to  Md  hil»  6fttce  6n  ^otti  cdtidittorrs  tt£ 
^  I'feqtiire,  tte  exists  by  his  depettdfeflCe  (« the 
^  tedWettce  of  oat  Ooventtftewt.    It  must  be  tfrf- 

*  disable  tb  try  Mih^  by  the  ttiode  of  eonciUatibn ; 

*  at  fftfe  same  tfffle  that  hi  ymt  jlmt  m'cmation 
^Mth  Aite  ft  wUf  tye  neeessaiy  to  declare  t^  hhir, 

*  Itt  ttbptdbmt  term,  the  footing  atfd  ctAidltton, 

*  (5H  which  he  Shaft  he  pOrndrted  tb  tetaiiT  hi 
<<  j^laco^  with  the  alternative  of  a  dismis&itm,  a^d  a 

"  scrutiny 
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^'  scrutiny  into  hi$  conduct,  if  he  refuses  it  In 
"  the  first  place,  I  will  nDt  receive  from  the  Na- 
^^  bob,  as  hiSj  letters  dictated  by  the  spirit  of 
'  opposition;  but  shall  consider  every  such  at- 
^'  tempt  as  an  imult  on  our  GorernmenL  In  the 
^*  second  place,  I  shall  expect  that  nothing  b  done 
^^  in  his  official  character  but  with  your  knowledge 
*^  and  participation." 

LI  V. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  described,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  the  relative  situation  of 
the  Resident  and  minister,  he  did  state  also 
the  relative  situation  of  the  said  minister  and 
his  master  the  Nabob,  declaring  "  that  the  mi-  ' 
"  nister  did  hold  without  control  the  unpartici- 
^'  pated  and  entire  administration,  with  all  the 
'^  powers  annexed  to  that  Government ;  the  Na-^ 
^'  bob  bdng^  as  he  ever  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
"  somepersony  a  mere  cipher  in  his''  [the  minister'sj. 
And  having  thus  stated  the  subordination  of  the 
minister  to  the  Resident,  and  the  subordination  of 
the  Nabob  to  the  minister,  he  did  naturally  de- 
clare, '^  that  the  first  share  of  the  responsibility 
'^  would  rest  upon  the  said  Resicient"  And  he 
did  further  declare,  **  that  the  other  conditions 
"  did .  follow  distinctly  in  their  places,  because 
'^  he    did  consider  the   Resident   as  responsible 

''  for  thmT 

hY.  That 
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LV. 

That  for  the  direction  of  the  Resident  in  tb* 
exercise  of  so  critical  a  trust,  wherein  all  the  true 
and  substantial  powers  6f  government  were  in  an 
inverted  relation  and  proportion  to  the  official  and 
ostensible  authorities^  and  in  which  the  said  Hastings 
did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing  for 
exercising  an  influence^  and  frequently  for  substi- 
tuting entirely  the  British  authority  '^  in  the  place 
"  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional  Government^" 
he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  properly  leave  to  the 
Resident  a  discretionary  power  for  his  denation 
from  any  part  of  his  instructions ;  interposing  a 
caution  for  his  security  and  direction,  that,  as 
much  as  he  could,  he  would  leave  the  subject 
free  for  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  correction  of  it ; 
and  would  instantly  inform  him,  or  the  Board, 
according  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his 
reaions  for  it. 

LVI. 

That  besides  the  institution  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  as  before  recited,  four  other  principal 
objects  in  the  reformation  of  the  afiairs  of  Oude 
were  expressly  recommended  to  the  Residents 
Middleton  and  Bristow,  and  must  be  understood 
to  be  the  conditions,  upon  which  the  said  Hastingn 
must  have  meant  to  have  it  understood  that  the 
tptiDg  minister  of  Oude  was  to  hold  his  employ- 
ment, 
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ment,  namely,  the  limitation  of  the  Nabob  s  per- 
sonal expenses;  the  redtrction  of  the  Nabob's 
tfMpfr  ii>  ii«mb«t,  md  the  ehonge  in  arrangdnent ; 
th«  appointment  of  pmpur  coliMtois  for  the  »« 
vMues ;  and  the  appomtinent  of  proper  officeBS  im 
aK  i^arfe  ^f  the  executive  admiiwtratioQ* 

LVIL 

That  the  first  object^  namdyy  that  of  the  Imi* 
WtkMi  of  the  Nabob's  personal  exprasM,  mA 
SQpMrvting  them  from  the  publkk  estabtisfattent^, 
Ito  the  said  Hastings  did  stote  as  the  firat  aiidf 
fioHiaRiental  part  of  his  reguktion,  and  that^  \afM\ 
which  ail  the  others  woaU  depend ;  and  did  dft* 
ilare^  *'  thee  ia  order  to  preveat  Iha  Vkier's  aUi** 

*  miM  firom  being  a  olog  iMtead  <if  an  aad  to*  tfaa 
^  Companyv  the  most  esBoMicd  part  b  to  UmA  a»i 
*^  wtfOralt  his  peirsonal-  disikirsMiaBts^rom>tke  pub^ 
^  lidk  accovnis :  tiuw  must  not  ^ofotdd  wtmfc  Jie  baa 
*^  received  in  any  of  the  last  three  years."  AiMl*«a 
to  the  publick  treasury  and  disbursements,  he  the 
faid  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  instructions,  wholly 
withdraw  them  from  the  personal  management  or 
interference  of  the  Nabob,  and  did  expressly  ordef 
and  direct,  ^^  that  they  should  be  under  the  sok 

*  management  of  the  ministers,  with  the  Resident's 
^  concurrence.'*^  And  on  the  appointment  of  fte 
Resident  Bristow  in  October  1782,  he  the  said! 
Hastings  did  order  and  direct  him  in  evety  point 

of 


of  the  instructions  to  Middleton,  not  revoked  or 
qualified  by  his  then  instructions,  to  which  he  dij 
requite  his  [the  said  Resident  Bristow's]  ^'  most 
"  attentive  and  literal  obedience.*' 

LVIIL 

That  the  said  Resident  Bristow  did,  in  conse^ 
i}uence  of  the  renewal  to  him  of  the  said  instruc* 
tions  as  aforesaid,  endeavour  to  limit  and  put  io 
order  the  Nabob  s  expenses ;  but  he  was  in  fiiat 
particular  traversed  and  counteracted,  and  in  th« 
end  wholly  defeated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg 
Kh&n.  And  though  the  obstructions  aforesaid,* 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  given  to  MiddletonJ 
and  to  him  tlie  said  Bristow,  were  represenfjbd  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  Resident  afore-^ 
said,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  np 
kind  of  support  to  the  said  Resident,  or  take  any 
steps  towards  en^vbling  him,  the  said  Resident,  to 
effectuate  the  said  necessary  limitation  and  dis* 
tribution  of  expenses,  by  himself  the  said  Hastings 
ordered  and  prescribed ;  nor,  if  he  disapproved 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  Resident,  did  he  give 
him  any  instmction  for  the  forbearance  of  tho 
game,  or  for  the  exerting  his  duty  in  any  other 
mode;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illustration  from 
him  of  any  thing  doubtful  in  his '  correspondence, 
nor  state  to  him  any  complaint  made  privately  of 
his  conduct,  in  order  to  receive  thereon  an  expla*- 
nation ;  but  he  did  leave  him  to  pursue,  at  his 

VOL.  xii»  -y  discretiqni 
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discretion,  the  extensive  powers  before  described, 
to  eft'ect  the  reformation,  which  he  was  directed  to 
accon^lish  under  the  responsibility  denounced  to 
him  as  aforesaid,  if  he  should  fail  therein,  as  he 
was  supposed  to  be  substantially  invested  with  all 
the  powers  of  Government. 

LIX. 
That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  instruction, 
be  the  said  Hastings  did  countenance,  or  more 
probably  cause  or  direct,  a  representation  to  be 
made  to  him  by  the  acting  minister  of  the  Nabob 
6f  Oude,  complainmg  grievously  of  the  proceed- 
ings pf  the  Resident  aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on 
the  Nabob's  authority,  and  indignities  on  his  per- 
son. And  although  he  the  said  Hastings  did  in- 
struct the  Resident  Bristow  to  mform  the  said 
Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  that  he  would  not  receive  from 
the' Nabob,  as  Aw,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  of 
opposition,  but  should  consider  every  such  attempt 
as  his  [the  minister's]  as  an  insult  on  our  Govern- 
ment, yet  he  did  receive,  as  Aw,  the  Nabob's  own 
letters,  and  as  written  from  the  impressions  on  his 
own  mind,  and  as  the  suggestions  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, letters  to  the  same  effect  as  those  written  by 
the  minister,  although  he  Had  declared  upon  re- 
cord^ that  the  ^aid  ^^  Nabob  was  a  mere  '^  cipher 
'^  in  his  the  said  minister*s  hands,*"  and  ^'  that  he 
^'  had  dared  to  use  both  the  Nabob'ft  name,  and 

**  even 
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^  even  his  seal,  affixed  to  letted  either  directed  to 
^  the  Nabob,  or  writtem  as  from  him  without  his 
''  knowledge  ;''  and  although  he  did  assert,  .  or 
record  as  aforesaid,  that  in  a  letter^  which  h^  had 
lately  received  from  the  Nabob,  the  minister  had 
the  presumption  to  make  the  Nabob  declare  that^ 
which  was  true^  to  he  false;  and  that  ^^his  maldng 
'^  use  of  the  Nabob  in  such  a  tnanner  did  show 
''  how  thin  the  veil  was,  by  which  he  covered  his 
''  own  acts;  and  that  such  ^artifices  would  only 
''  tend  to  make  them  the  more  criminal  from  the 
**  falsehood  and  duplicity .  with  which  they  werf 
*^  associated.'^ 

LX. 

'  That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  upon  the  letters 
pretended  to  be  written  by  the  Nabob,  as  well  as 
on  those  actually  written  by  the  minist^,  without 
previously  communicating  the  matter  of  the  said 
complamt  to  the  said  Resident,  and  did  give  credit 
to  the  same;  and  coming  as  afores&id  fron^  a 
person  by  himself  (the  said  Hastings)  charged  with 
artifice,  falsehood,  and  duplicity,  and  with  abusing 
to  his  own  evil  purposes  the  name  and  seal  of-  his 
master,  without  his  knowledge,  and  mthout  any 
previous  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circumstances ; 
and  did  thereon  ground  an  accusation  against  the 
said  Resident,  Bristow,  before  the  Board  at  Cal- 
cutta, in  which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of 
the  said  Bristow,  in  attempting  to  limit  the  house* 

t;  3,  bold 
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hold  expenses  of  tlie  Nabob,  as  an  indignity; 
"  which  no  man  living,  however  mean  his  raiik  in 
*^  life,  or  dependant  his  condition  in  it,  would 
"  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  other,  but  with  the 
"  want  or  forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle." 
And  he  did  further  accuse  the  said  Bristow,  for 
that  in  his  proceedings  in  the  regulation  of  the 
Nabob's  household  ^^  he  should  receive  to  him- 
"  self,  or  Mr.  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for 
*'  both  (for  the  arrangement  has  never  been  well 
''  defined)  the  money  assigned  for  the  support  of 
^*  the  Nabob's  household;  issue  it  as  he  pleas- 
'^  ed,  not  to  the  Nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers 
*^  of  his  household;  dispose  of  his  superfluous 
'^  horses,  and  other  cattle ;  determine  how  many 
^^  elephants  were  necessary  to  the  state  of  the 
**  Vizier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domesticks 
''  for  his  attendance;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen 
'^  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of 
^'  victuals,  which  ought  to  be  dressed  in  it ;  con- 
^^  trol  the  accounts  of  these  disbursements;  and 
^'  appropriate  to  liis  own  use  (for  that  the  conae- 
^^  quence  was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it)  the  residue 
^'  produced  hy  those  economical  retrenchments."^ 


LXI. 

That  the  said  charge  is  malicious  and  insidious^ 
because  the  attempt  to  introduce  proper  officers 
for  the  management  of  household  expenses,  so 

considerable 
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canspderabie  that  the  ssad  Hastings  has  stated  the 
allotment  for  the  same  at  £.  300^000  sterling 
yearly,  and  that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to 
£,.  400,000  sterling  and  upwards,  and  to  keep 
proper  and  regular  accounts  thereof,  was  a  neces- 
sary r^ulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  tht 
Nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  either  of 
fais  person  or  authority,  which  was  specially  pror 
vided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expense  coul|l 
be  incurred  but  by  his  own  personfed  warrant  ui^d^ 
his  sign  manual ;  nor  doth  there  appear  therein 
any  thing  but  what  is  of  absolute  necessity  to 

-prevent  embezzlement  to  his  prejudice.  And  the 
said  Hastings  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of 
the  instructions  to  the  said  Resident,  that  no  ad- 
ministration can  be  properly  conducted  without 
regular  offices ;  and  that  in  the  whole  province  of 
Oude  "  there  was  not  onty  the  whole  being. en- 
'^  grossed  by  the  minister ;''  of  which  minister,  in 
the  14th  article,  he  declares  his  suspicion,  that  the 
Nabob  did  not  receive  the  whole  and  punctual 
payment  of  the  sum  assigned  for  the  purpose  of 

-the  household,  but  that  some  part  had  been  by 
him  withheld  from  the  Nabob ;  and  that,  from 
private  information  he  had  lately  received,  be  had 
reason  to  believe  that  this  was  actually  the  case. 

^  And  the  said  Hastings  well  knew  that  the  Nabob's 

household  had  been  ill  conducted ;  that  the  ajlow- 

ances  oi  bis  servaots  had  not  been  paid ;  that  his 

y  3  distress 
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difitrcM   Uras   £Kandaloud ;  aod  &at  hk  neorart 
ligations  were  in  a  fami^iing  condition :  and  the 
said  Hastings  did  also  well  know,  tiiat  Uie  home- 
bold  of  the  Nabob  was  provided  for  or  neglected, 
not  at  his  own  discretion,  bat  at  that  of  the  said 
Hyder  Beg  Khin;  and  he  did,  in  tb^'  14th  article 
aforesaid,  instruct  the  Resident  Bristow  to   show 
"every  osteilMble  -  and  ext^tial  mark  of  respect  to 
the  Nabob,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  become 
liimself  -  the  tnover  of  every  act  necessary  for  the 
•advancbg  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discharge 
iyf  his  debts  to  the  Company,  declaring,  "  that 
^  they  never  could  be  eflbcted  while  the  nrnnaler 
^*  retained  that  ascendency  over  him,  which  he  at 
''  ^t^isent  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer  and 
*^  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  affecting  to  be 
'*^  tile  mediator  of  his  rights  against  the  claims  of 
•  our  Government." — ^And  the  said  Hastings  did 
iurtiier  well  know,   that  thei;e  was  no   way  of 
Escertaining  the  payment  of  the  assignments  for  the 
Nabob's,  household,  either  for  the  general  pur- 
t>08es  of  their  di^stination,  or  to  tiie  particidar 
jObjects,  to  whioh  they  ought  to  be  applied,  with-^ 
Mt  r^lar  offices  of  receipt  and  of  account,  which 
•tnight  prevent  the  said  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n, 
or  the  British  Resident,  or  any  other,  from  em- 
bezzling or  misapplying  the  same.    But  the  total 
want  of  offices  aforesaid  m  every  department  of 
Crovemment  did  fiimish  occaiioa  of  concealing  all 

^a  fraudsi 
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Irandsi  elandestihe  presents,  or  pensions  to  a  Gd« 
vcmour-Generat,  commander-in-^cMef,  or  othcnr 
servant  of  the  Company. 

LXII. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  pretend 
8o  deep  a  concern  for  the  indignities  supposed  tb 
be  suffered  by  the  Nabob  merely  in  the  limitation 
and  regulation  of  unnecessary  expenses  relative  to.^ 
his  kitchen,  domesticks,  &c.  did  show  no  attention 
or  compasnon  to  the  said  Nabob,  when  in  thci 
year  1 779  the  said  Nabob  represented  that  the 
pensions  of  his  old  servants  for  30  years,  the  ex^ 
penses  of  his  family  and  kitchen,  together  with  the 
Jaghires  of  his  grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts^ 
and  of  his  brothers  and  dependants,  ^veh  for  thiso: 
support,  were  not  regtdated^  but  stepped. 

LXIIL 

That  the  other  articles  of  regulation,  namely,  the 
reform  of  the  troops  in  number  and  in  arrangemrat^ 
the  appointment  of  proper  collectors  for  the  reve* 
nues,  and  the  general  constitution  of  officers  for  tii^ 
executive  administration,  were  in  like  manner  to- 
tally dcsfeated  by  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n.  And 
the  said  Hastings  did  ^  receive  a  charge  from  him, 
and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  representing  the  en- 
deavours of  the  Reddent  to  act  in  the  regulations 
aforesaid  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  his  instructions, 
tad  in  confidence  of  the  powers  vested  in,  and  .the 

u  4  responsibility 
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n^sponsibUity  imposed  upon,  him  tbeaaid  Resident 
,ns  usurpations  of  the  authority  and  prero^itive  of 
the  Nabob ;  and  he  the  said  Hastily  did  maka 
criminal  charges  thereon  against  the  said  Resident 
'Sristowi  of  which  charges  the  Council  Board  did, 
on  hearing  the  same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said 
.Bristowj  fully  acquit  him.     . 

LXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abetting  Hyder  fi^ 
Kh^  aperscm  described  by  him  as  aforesaid,  ia 
ills  opposition  to  all  the  plans  of  necessary  reforma- 
4mn  proposed  by  the  said  Hastings  himself,  and 
liaviog  suggested  no  other  whatever  in  lieu  there(^, 
«o  answer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  of  Chun^  for  the  interference  of  the 
Resident  in  every  branch  of  the  Nabob's  govern- 
ment, did  thereby  frustrate  every  one  of  the  good 
ends  proposed  by  him  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chusar, 
and  did  grossly  abuse  his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbi"- 
tant  powers  before .  recited,  and  asserting  them  to 
exist  in  the  British  Resident,  without  suffering  them 
even  in  appearance  to  answer  any  of  the  proper 
and  justifiable  ends,  for  which  any  power  or  influ* 
ence  can  or  ou^t  to  exist  in  any  Government. 

LXV. 

That  there  is  just  ground  to  violendy  presume. 

that  not  only  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  Nabob 

aforesaid 
tor 
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tforesaid  were  dictated  to  Dtm  by  his  mimster  Hy* 
der  Beg  Kb&n,  in  wbose  bfi^iids  the  wd  Hastings 
has  descnbed  his  master  to  be  "  a  mere  cipher, 
*'  &c."  but. which  Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  in« 
atrument  of  the  said  Hastingi^ ;  but  that  the  conduct 
and  letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  in  effect  and  substance  prescribed  and  dictate* 
ed  to  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  or  his 
secret  agent.  Palmer,,  by.  his  direction ;  because  it 
]4.ncHpiious»  that  Ihe  powers  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  solely  supported  by  him  the  said  Hastings, 
who,  according  Do  the  state  of  favour  or  displeasure, 
in  which  he  stood,  hath'  frequently  promised  him 
support,  or  threaeteoed  him  with  dismission  and 
punishment ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  thought 
that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  as  to  oppose 
the  Company *s  Resident,  acting  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Govemour-General  and  Coimcil,  and. 
to  accuse  him  with  so  much  confidence,  and  in  a 
mamier  so  different  from  the  usual  style  of  suppli- 
cation on  all  other  occasions  employed  by  that 
Court,  if  he  had  not  been  previously  well  assured 
that  his  writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing 
to  the  person,  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for 
hb  power,  his  fortune,  and  perhaps  for  his  life. 
Secondly,  because  when  it  suited  the  purposes  of 
the  said  Hastings  on  a  former  occasion,  that  is, '  in 
the  year.  17S4,  to  remove  the  Resident  Bristow 
afpresaid  froiQ  his  office,  a  letter  from  the  Nabob 

was 
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the  Resident'  might  have  done^  but  as  lasrgdy  Itf 
the  Council-Genieral  might  legally  delegate  their 
Dwn  powers.  * 

LXVir. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  irt  accepting  the 
said  commission,  did  subject  his  character  and  the 
reputation  of  his  office  to  great  imputations  and 
suspicions  by  taking  upon  himself  an  inferiour 
office,  out  of  which  another  had  upon  his  intrigues 
been  removed  by  a  perpetual  obstruction,  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  perform  his  duty, 
or  to  obey  liis  instructions ;  and  he  did  increase  the 
said  grounded  suspicions  by  exercising  that  office 
in  a  government  from  whence  it  was  notorious  he 
had  himself  received  an  unlawful  gift  and  present 
from  the  ministers,  and  in  which  he  had  notoriously 
suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  directed 
fiome,  acts  of  peculation,  by  granting  various  pen^ 
^ions  and  emoluments  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Revenue  of  a  distressed  country,  which  he  was  not 
^authorized  to  grant 

LXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  proceed  unto 
the  said  province  of  Oude  under  colour  of  providing 
a  remedy  for  the  disorders  described  to  be  existing 
in  the  same,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the  Company's 
pretended  debt.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  liad  tiiought  fit  to  recall  the  Company's  Re- 
sident appointed  to  that  office  by  the  -Court  of 

Directors^ 
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Directors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did  notwith- 
standii^  of  his  own  choice  and  selection,  and  on  iiis 
own  mere  authority,  take  with  him  in  his  progress 
a  large  retinae,  '^  and  a  numerous  society  of  £ng- 
''  lish  gentlemen,  to  compose  his  family,^  which  he 
represents  as  necessary ;  although  in  a  letter  from 
that  very  place,  to  which  he  took  that  very  nume- 
rous society,  he  informs  the  Court  of  Directors; 
**  that  hi&  own  consequence,  and  that  of  the  nation 
*^  he  represents,  are  independent  of  show;^'  aud 
after  his  arrival  there,  he  tlie  said  Warren  Hast* 
ings.  did  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  that 
province^  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  April  1 784  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  in  which  are  several  par- 
ticulars to  the  following  purport  or  tenour,   and 
which  he  points  out  to  the  Directors  *'  to  be  cir* 
f^  cumstances  of  no  trivial  information,"  namely, 
'^^  that  he  had  found  that  the  lands  in  that  province^ 
*^  as  well  as  in  some  parts  more  immediately  under 
'^  the  Company,  have  suffered  in  a  grievous  man*- 
'^  ner,  being  completely  exhausted  of  their  natural 
'^  moisture  by  the  total  failure  of  one  entu*e  season 
^'  of  the  periodical  rains,"  with  a  few  exceptbns, 
which  were  produced  only    "  by  the  uncommon 
'<  labour  of  the  husbandman."    And  in  a  letter  to 
Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Couu- 
cil-General  from  Benares,  the  20th  of  September 
1784,  he  says,  that  'Uhe  pubtick  Revenues  had 
^^  declined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in 
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^^  Mre^  successive^  yean;  and  all  tiie  stotss  of 
f^  graio,  which  the  pracidence  of  the  husbaDdmao 
f  ^  (as  he  .was  infonDed  is  tbeir  custom)  in  defiance 
^<  of  the  vigilance  of  the  Aumils  [c<dlectors]  ckn^ 
♦*  destineljf  teserved  far  their  awn  use^  were  of 
^^  course  exhausted,  in  which  state  no  person  would 
^^  accept  of  the  charge  of  the  collections  on  a  posi-* 
'^  tive  engagement^  nor  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  toth 
^^  of  July."" — ^And  in  another  letter  dated  from  Be* 
bares,  the  ist  of  October  foUowbg,  he  repeats  the 
same  accounts ;  and  that  the  ^^  country  could  not  . 
*^  bear  further  additions  of  expense ;  that  it  had  m 
<f  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the  issues^  that  were  made 
^  from  it  ;*'  [the  exceptions  stated  there  being  in- 
considerable]  ^*  therefore  ecery  rupee^  which  it 
*^  drawn  into  your  treasury  [the  Company's]  from 
5'  its  circulation,  will  accelerate  the  period^  at  which 
*'  its  ability  must  cease  to  pay  even  the  stipulated 
*^  sub^dy''  Notwithstanding  this  state  of  tlie 
country,  of  which  he  was  well  apprized  before  he 
left  Calcutta,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the 
prince  having  been  frequently  but  in  vain  repre- 
sented to  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbeair 
his  oppressive  exactions,  he  did,  in  order  to  furnish 
the  Council  with  aTolour  for  permitting  him  to  re- 
call the  Company's  Resident,  and  to  exercise  the 
whole  powers  of  the  Company  in  his  own  person 
without  *  any  check  whatsoever,  or  witness  of  his 
proceedings,  except  the  persons  of  his  own  private 
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choice,  mke  tlie  express  and  positive  eugagement 
aforesaid^/  wh^ch,  if  understood  of  a  real  and  sqb- 
stantial  discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of  the  total 
of  the  Copapany's  finances,  was  grossly  fallacious; 
because  at  the  very  time  he  must  have  been  per-^ 
fectly  sensibie,  that  in  th?  then  state  of  the  Reve- 
pues  and  copntry  of  Oude  (which  are  in  effect  the 
Company's  Reven)u.es>  and  the  Company  s  country) 
the  debt,,  or  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted  to 
be  about. five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  there** 
abouts,  could  not  be  paid  without  contracting  an« 
other  debt,  at  an  usurious  interest,  without  encroach* 
ing  on  tlie  necessary  establbhments,  or  on  private 
property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  or  without 
grievous  >oppression  of  the  country,  or  all  these 
together.  And  it  doth  appear  that  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts 
was  borrowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  Nabob's  agent 
there,  but  at  what  interest  is  not  known.  It  appears 
also  that  other  sums  were  borrowed  for  arrear  of. 
the  interest,  on  which  J0>  40,000  sterling  appears 
in  the  Company's  claims  for  the  current  year,  and 
that  various  deductions  were  made  from  tlie  Jagr 
hires  restored  to  the  Begums,  as  well  as  other  parta 
of  the  Nabob's  family ;  and  it  did  and  doth  appear 
that  an  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and  new  bri^ 
gade^  but  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not,  doth 
oot  appear ;  yet  he  hath  not  he^tated  to  assert,' 
that  he  had  ^*  provided  for  the  car^i^tc  di^charga 
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"  inane  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the  adcwmdir^ 
"  tivn  of  many^  and  from  a  country,  whose  re- 
*^  sources  have  been  wa^ed  and  dissipated  by 
"  three  successive  years  of  drought,  and  one  of 
'^  anarchy/'  But  the  isaid  Hasting^  never  did  even 
realize  the  payments  to  be  made  m  the  first  year 
(as  he  confesses  in  the  said  letter)  except  by  bik 
anticipation  of  the  second ;  and  though  he  states  m 
his  letter  aforesaid  the  following  facts  and  engage- 
ments, that  is  to  sayj  '*  that  a  recovery  of  so  large 
"  a  part  of  your  property  [the  Company's]  will  aC- 
**  ford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  relief  to  the 
'^  necessities  of  your  government,  and  enable  it  (for 
'^  such  is  my  confident  hope)  to  begin  on  the  reduc-' 
"  thn  of  your  debt  at  interest  before  the  conclusioB 
"  6f  this  year  (I  mean  the  year  of  this  computa* 
•*  trdn)."  Whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
apply  the  %vhole  produce  of  the  revenue  to  the  mere 
pay  of  some  part  of  the  British  army  in  Oude;  and 
did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  that  be  had^ 
remitted  any  money  whatsoever  to  Calcutta,  nor  to 
any  other  place  (except  the  fifty  tliousand  pounds 
taken  firom  Almas  Ali  Kh&n,  and  said  to  be  re* 
emitted  to  Surat)  for  the  said  "  substantial  relief," 
in  consequence  of  the  said  pretended  "  recovery  of 
^*  property,"  admitting  that  it  had  been  suggested 
to  him  and  not  by  him  denied,  that  he  had  "  dis- 
"  appointed  the  popular  expectation  by  not  adopt- 
"  ingthe  policy,  which  be  had^  w  the  wnccptimif 
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*'  htier  gr&imds:,  rejected ;  nor  did  he  begin  the 
"  reduction  of  the  interesft  debt**  at  the  time  stated, 
aor  Itt  any  tSme ;  but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing 
the*  state  of  the  countiry  from  whence  the  resources 
aforesaid  were  by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditated 
dieceit  a^  imposition  on  the  Board  of  Council, 
his  colleagues,  and  on  the  Court  of  Directors,  his 
masters. 

LXIX. 
*  That  no  trlu^es  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been 
idopted  by  ^6  said  Wcuren  Hastings^  during  his 
tesidencfe  at  Lucknow,  in  conformity  to  the  spirit 
fold  intentions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghunar,  or  of  his  in- 
itnictions  to  Kfiddleton  and  ^stow,^  or  of  tiie  pn>* 
po^ed  objecfe  of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did, 
in  lieu  thelpeof,  pretend  to  free  the  Nabob's  govern- 
ment from  the  interference  of  the  Compan/s  ser- 
vants, and  the  usurpation'  (as  he  called  it)  of  a  Re-^ 
ftident,  and  therel:^  to  restore  it  to  its  proper  tone 
and  energy ;  whereas^  the  measures  he  took  were 
sddi '  as  to  leave  no  useful  or  responsible  snperin- 
fendence  in  the  British,  and  no  fr^eedom  in  the  Na* 
bob's,  government ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole, 
onpanicipiaified,  cmd  entire  administration,  with  all 
tte  powers  annex!ed'  to  the  government^  on  the  mi- 
itistef  Hyder  Beg'  Khdn,  to  whom  he  prevailed  ort 
the  Nabob  Vmef  to  commit  the  entire  charge  of 
M^  revenuds,  although  he  knew  that  his  master 
ma  a  dpher  )n  his  hands;  that  ht  ^*  had  affixed 
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"  hiB  seal  to  letters  written  without  his  knowlecfge^ 
'^  and  such  as  evidently  tended  to  promote  Hyder 
*^  Beg  Khin's  influence  and  interest;*'  that  hi» 
said  master  did  not  consider  him  as  a  minister  of 
his  choice,  but  as  an  instrument  of  his  degradation ; 
that  ''  he  exists  as  a  minister  by  his  dependence  oa 
"  the  Calcutta  Government ;  and  that  the  Nabob 
*^  himself  had  no  other  opinion  of  him ;  that  it  is 
'^  by  its  declared  and  most  obvious  support  atone 
*^  that  he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  iniu*' 
^*  ence."  And  in  his  instructions  to  his  secret 
agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May  1 782,  to 
9ase  his  wind,  and  remove  hb  jealousy  with  regjard 
to  British  interference,  he  did  instruct  him,  "  that 
*'  much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be  required  in 
^'  your  declarations  on  this  subject,  lest  they  should 
be  construed  to  extend  to  an  immediate  change 
in  the  administration  of  his  affairs,  or  the  instru- 
^^  ments  of  it.  Their  persons  must  be  considered 
as  sacrcdy  while  they  act  with  the  participation  of 
our  influence.  This  distinction  the  Nabob  ww- 
**  derstands ;  nor  will  it  be  either  necessary  or  proper 
"  to  allude  to  it,  unless  he  himself  should  first  intro- 
"  duce  the  subject"  And  the  said  Hastings  did  a»- 
>ume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order,  to 
prescribe  to  him  the  conditions^  on  which  he  is  to 
hold  his  place;  to  threaten  him  with  scrutinies  into 
his  conduct,  with  dismission,  with  punishment ;  that 
be  wasguUty  of  falsehood  and  duplicity;  and  that 
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b0  hiMi  iOEiade  his  master  assert  what  was  true  to  be 
false;  that  he  suspected  he  had  withheld  from  hb 
master  what  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that 
the  event  of  his  having /^apoi^  on  the  Nabob  to 
intrust  him  as  aforesaid  was,  according  to  hb  tlie 
said  Hastings's  own  letter  written  to  the  said  Hy- 
der  Beg  Khan  himself,  *^  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
tress, debasement  and  dissatisfaction  to  the  Na- 
bob, and  of  disappointment  and  disgrace  to  me. 
Every  measure,  which  he  had  himself  proposed, 
and  to  which  he  had  solicited  my  assistance,  has 
'^  been  so  conducted  as  to  give  him  cause  of  dis^ 
pleasure;  there  are  no  officers  established,  by 
Which  his  affairs  could  be  regularly  conducted ; 
mean,  incapable,  and  indigent  men  have  been 
appointed  Aumils  of  the  districts  without  autho- 
rity, and  without  the  means  of  personal  protec- 
tion ;  some  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the 
Zemindars,  and  those  Zemindars,  instead  of  pu*- 
'^  nishment,  have  been  pemutted  to  retain  their 
Zemindaries  with  independent  authority ;  all  the 
other  Zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion, 
and  to  insult  the  authority  of  the  Sircar,  without 
any  attempt  made  to  suppress  them;  and  the 
Company's  debt,  instead  of  being  discharged  by 
the  assignments,  and  extraordinary  sources  of 
money  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely  to 
*^  exceed  even  the  amount,  at  which  it  stood  at  the 
"  time,  in  which  the  arrangement  with  his  Excel-- 
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*'  leticy  was  Goncluded.  The  growth  6f  tkese  ersnfir 
^^'zDos  early  vstadt  kfumn  to  me,  and  that  effects 
^^  foreboded  in  the  same  otdtr  and  manner  a»  they 
**  hme  since  come  tdpass.  In  suth  a  state  of  calft- 
*^  rsAtj  and  disgrace^  I  can  no  longer  remain  a  p&d- 
^*  dive  spectlitctr ;  nor  would  it  be  becoming  io  coo- 
"  ceaJ  my  sentiments^  of  (|uaiiiy  the  expression  of 
"  (hemi.  I  now  plainly  tell  yoo,  that  you  are  an- 
'^  sw^rable  for  every  misfortune  and  defect  of  the 
.'*  Nabob  Vhiier's  goternment."— And  after  giving 
orders,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of  bettdr  beha- 
viour, he  adds^  "  if  I  am  disappointed,  you  will 
*^  impose  on  me  the  painful  and  humiUatingneces- 
*^  slty  of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  been 
"  deceived,  and  of  recommending  the  examinatioti 
"  df  y6w  conduct  to  hit  justice,  both  for  the  re- 
"  dress  of  his  own  and  tfie  Company's  grievance^ 
"  and  ibr  the  injury  sustained  by  both  in  their  mu- 
"  tual  connexion.  Do  not  reply  to  me,  that  what 
**  I  have  written  is  frdm  the  suggestion  of  yoaf 
^'  enemies;  dor  imagine  that  I  have  induced  my- 
^  self  to  write  in  such  plain  and  d^laratory  terms, 
^'  ^rftbout  a  clear  insight  into  all  the  consequence 
^  of  it^  and  m  fixed  determitiadon  upon  them." 

LXX.  : 

That  the  aforesaid  bbiog  tiie  tetkotHr  of  the  pdWer 

of  the  said  minister,  and  such  his  character,  as 

j^D  by  the  said  Warmi  Htetbgs  Umsetf,  who 

23  did 
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4Nriginally  compel  the  Nabob  to  reeeiye  him, 
who  4id  constantly  support  him  against  the  Nabob 
his  master,  as  weM  as  against  the  Company's  Resi** 
dent ; — the  delivering  over  to  such  a  person  hi& 
master,  his  family,  his  country,  and  the  care  of  the 
British  interests  therein,  without  control  or  publick 
inspecticM),  was  a  high  criine  iand  misdeqoeanor, 

Hiat  the  next  person,  whom  the  said  Hastings 
did  invest  with  power  in  the  said  country,  was  a 
certain  opulent  and  powerful  native  manager  of 
revenue,  called  Almas  Ali  Kh4n,  closely  connected 
with  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  and  to  whom  the 
said  Hyder  Beg.  Kh^,  as  the  said  Hastings  has 
admitted,  ^^  had  intrusted  the  greatest  part  of  hia 
^^  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  security  for  bis 
''  fidefity."  And  afterwards  the  said  Hastings 
charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  aa  intentioi^  of 
removing  from  the-  Nabob's  donioions ;  he  states, 
"^  as^  taking  with  him,^'  and  therefore  being  pos** 
sessed  ^*  of,  an  immense  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his 
^  embezzlemeiits  and  oppressions,  and  an  army 
^  raised  for  ks  protection."  ^ 


LXKIL 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  or  prei» 
tended  to  be,  impressed  with  the  evil  character, 
dangerous  designs,  and  immoderate  power  of  the 
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said  Almas  All ;  that  he  did  insert,  among  his  instrdc- 
tions  to  the  Resident  Bristow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous 
and  unwarrantable  nature,  in  which,  upon  his,  the 
said  Hastings's,  simple  allegation  of  offences,  not  ac* 
curately  described  or  specified  with  regard  either  to 
the  fact,  the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  proof, 
he  was  required  to  urge  the  Nabob  to  put  him  to 
death,  with  many  qualifications  in  the  said  instruc- 
tions, fill!  of  firaud  and  duplicity,  calculated  to  en- 
snare the  said  Resident  Bristow,  and  to  throw  tfpon 
him  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Almas  Ali  Khan,  if  he  should  continue  at  large 
contrary  to  his  ordei^,  or  to  subject  him,  the  ssdd 
Resident,  t9  the  shame  and  scandal  of  apprehend- 
ing and  putting  him  to  death  by  means,  which,  in 
the  circumstances,  must  necessarily  be  such  as 
would  be  construed  into  treachery;  he  the  «aid 
Almas  Ali  Khdn  being  from  nature  and  situation 
suspicious  and  wfitchful,  and  bemg  at  that  very 
time  in  the  collection,  or  farmer  of  the  most  import- 
ant part  of  the  revenues,  with  an  extensive  juris- 
diction annexed,  and  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand  of  his  own  troops ;  and  havmg  been  recently 
accepted  by  the  Resident  Middleton  as  security  for 
large  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the  bankers  of 
Benares  to  the  use  of  the  East-India  Company ; 
which  orders  (if  the  said  Resident  would  or  could 
have  executed  them)  must  have  raised  an  universal 
^arm  among  all  the  considerable  men  of  the  country 

concerned 
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concerned  in  the  government,  and  would  have  been 
a  means  of  subverting  the  publick  credit  of  the 
Company  by  the  murder  of  a  person  engaged  for 
very  great  sums  of  money,  that  had  been  advanced 
for  their  use. — And  the  ^cdd  instructions  are  as 
followeth : 

If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist  be^ 
tween  them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of  the 
Residency,  it  must^  however  exceptionable,  be 
faithfully  observed ;  but  if  he  has  been  guilty 
of  any  criminal  offence  to  the  Nabob,  his  mas- 
ter, for  vi^ch  no  immunity  is  provided  in  the 
engagement,  or  he  shall  break  any  one  of  the 
''  conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  stricdy  enjoin  you, 
'^  and  it  must  be  your  special  care  to  endeavour, 
either  hy  force  or  surprise^  to  secure  his  person 
and  bring  him  to  justice,  fiy  bringing  him  to 
justice,  I  mean  that  you  urge  the  Nabob,  on 
due  conviction,  to  punish  him  mth  deaths  as  a 
necessary  example  to  deter  others  from  the 
'^  commission  of  the  like  crimes;  nor  must  you 
"  desist  till  this  is  effected.— I  cannot  prescribe 
*^  the  means;  but  to  guard  myself  against  the 
'<  obkx]uy,  to  which  I  may  be  exposed  by  a  forced 
'<  misconstruction  of  this  order  by  those,  who  may 
*^  hereafter  be  employed  in  searching  our  records 
'^  for  cavils  and  informations  against  me,  I  think 
''  it  proper  to  forbid,  and  protest  against  the  use 
'*  of  anyjrmduknt  artifice  or  treachery  to  acconh 
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*'  pUihibe  mi,  which  I  haae  prexrikedj  Aod  «■ 
«  you  i^one  are  privy  to  the  order,  ypu  will  of 
«  course  observe  the  greatest  secrecy  that  it  nuy 
"  not  transpire :  but  I  repeat  a»y  recQBUBeadatKm 
*'  .of  it,  as  one  of  tiie  £rst  and  most  «^«y<^tial  duti^ 
"  of  your  oflBce." 

LXXIII. 
That  amoi^g  ttie  reasons  aasigaed  for  putting^^ 
to  death  the  said  Aloias  Ali,  which  the  «aid  Umt- 
iQg^4id  recommend  directly  and  ;-«;peate«|ly  ,to  the 
Resident,  "  as  one  of  the  first  .and  most  essential 
"  duties  of  his  office,"  was  in  sqbgtaiic^  "  tiiat 
by  his  extent ve  trust  with  regard  to  Ahe  rawe- 
nueshe  had  been  permitted  to  ,acquii!e.iod€|»ai- 
''  dency;  that  the  means  thereof  had  been  long 
"  seen,  and  the  .effects  thereof  foretold  by  «very 
"  person  acquainted  with  the  state  of  govcmmaK^ 
"  except  those  immediately  interested  jn  it :"  and 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  the 
said  Almas  Ali  with  embezdemeat  of  the  revenues, 
wd.ORpression  of  the  people;  and  nothing «(;p«fere 
to  disprove  the  same,  but  much  to  give  grcamd 
to  a  presumption,  that  the  said  AJmae  Ali  .did 
grievously  ^use  the  power  coiwwitted  to  Jhiu,  iu 
fenner  and  collector  of  the  ,e«emie,  to  ^,amt 
jppression  of  .the.inhabitanteof  ,the  countries,  i«hich 
had  been  rented  to  him  .by  Hyder  B^  KhAn,  i«kh' 
the  knowledge  and  coowQj  .<tf  ithe  ^aid  W^n' 
ijlastiqgs. 

LXXIV. 
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LXXIV. 

Thttt€he  Resident  Bristow,  declining  the  violent 
attempt  on  the  life  of  Almas  All,  deceitfully  or- 
dered by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  weighty 
reasons,  drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Has- 
tings's own  instructions,  recommend  that  bis  the 
said  Almas  AK  Kh;ln  s  fanns  of  revenue,  or  a 
great  part  of  them,  should  be  on  the  expiration 
of  his  lease  taken  out  of  his  hands,  as  being  too 
extensive,  and  supplying  the  means  of  a  dangerous 
power  in  the  country ;  but  yet  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  not  only  continue  him  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  revenue,  but  did  give  to  him  a 
new  lease  thereof  for  the  term  of  five  years.  .  And 
on  this  renovation  and  increase  of  trust  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  not  consent  to  produce  the 
informer,  upon  whose  credit  he  had  made  his 
charge  of  capitiad  crimes  on  the  said  Almas  Ali, 
and  had  directed  him  io  be  put  to  d^atli;  or  call 
upon  him  to  make  good  his  charges ;  but  Instead 
of  this,  totally  changing  his  relation  to  the  said 
Almas  AU,  did  himself  labour  to  procure  from  all 
parts  attestations  to  prove  him  not  guilty  of  the 
perfidy  and  disloyrtlty,  of  which  the  said  Hastings 
himself  appears  to  have  been  to  that  very  time 
his  sole  accuser,  as  ^e  hath  since  been  his  most 
anxious  advocate ;  but  though  he  did  use  many 
endeavours  to  acquit  A{mas  Ali  of  bis  intended 

flight, 
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flighty  yet  concerning  his  embezzlements  and  op* 
pressions,  the  most  important  of  all  charges  rela- 
.tive  to  that  of  the  revenue  and  collection,  he  the 
said  Hastbgs  hath  made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by 
which  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully 
guilty  thereof  as  he  had  alitays.  represented  him 
to  be.    But  some  time  after  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in   the  year 
1784,  he  suggested  to  the  said  Almas  Aii  Kh^ 
the  advance  to  the  Company's  use  of  a  sum  of 
money,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand  pounds,    or 
thereabouts ;  and  ,the  said  su^ested  advance  was 
(as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  asserts,  no  witness 
or  document  of  the  transaction  appearing)  ^^  cheer- 
*'  fiilly,  and  without  hesitation,  complied  with,  con- 
^'  sidering  itas  Baeoidence reasonably  oSeredtor the 
«  general  refutation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and 
"  disloyalty ;" — which  practice  of  char^og  wealthy 
persons  with  treason  and  disloyalty,  and  afterwards 
acquitting  them  on   the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the  honour,  justice, 
and  government  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  offence 
is  hi^y  aggravated  by  the  said  Hastings's  decla* 
ration  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  the  charges 
against  Almas  Ali  Khdn  have  been  too  laboriously 
urged  against  him;   and  carried  at  one  time  to 
such  an  excess,  as  had  nearly  driven  him  to  aban- 
don his  country  "^or  the  preservation  ^  his  lift 
"  and  honour;'  and  thus  to  give  a  "colour  to 

"the 
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"  the  charges  themselves/'  when  he  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  well  know,  that  he  himself  did 
consider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  it  an  article  in 
a  formal  accusation  against  the  Resident  Middle* 
toii^  that  he  did  not  inform  him  the  said  Hastings 
of  the  supposed  treasons  of  Almas  Ali  Khan,  and 
of  his  design  to  abandon  the  country,  when  he 
himself  did  most  laboriously  urge  the  charges' 
against  him;  and  when  no  attempt  appears  to 
have  been  made  against  the  life  of  the  said  Almas 
Ali  Kh&n,  except  by  the  said  Wajren  Hastings 
himself. 

LXXV. 
That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
or  thereabouts,  publickly  taken  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  as  an  advance  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
pany, if  given  as  a  consideration,  or  fine,  on  ac- 
count of  the  renewal  for  a  long  term  of  civil 
authority  and  military  command^  and  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same 
being  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  interest 
granted,  that  it  may  justly  be  presumed,  it  was  not 
on  that,  or  on  any  publick  ground  or  condition, 
that  the  said  Hastings  did  delegate,  out  qi  all 
reach  of  resumption  or  correction,  a  lease  of  bounds 
less  power  and  enormous  profit,  for  so  long  a  term, 
to  a  known  oppressor  of  the  country. 

LXXVL 
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LXXVI. 

That  Warren  Hastings  being  at  Lucknow  in 
consequence  of  his  deputation  aforesaid    did,  in 
his  letter  from  that  city,  dated  30th  of  April  1 784, 
-recommend  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  ^'  as  his 
^'  ia^t  and  ultimate  hope^  that  their  wisdom  would 
**  put  a  Jind  period  to  the  ruinous  and  dtsreput- 
^  able  system  of  interference,  whether  avozi'ed  er 
"  secret^  in  the  affairs  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude ; 
"  and  withdraw^br  ever  the  influence^  by  whidi  it  is 
''  maintained ;"  and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their 
views  to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  brigade 
stationed  in  Oude  by  virtue  of  the  first  treaty  with 
the  reigning  Nabob;    expressing  himself  in   the 
following  words  to  the  Court  of  Directors :     "  If 
you  transgress  that  line,  you  may  extend  liit 
distribution  ofpatronagCj  and  add  to  the  fortunes 
qfindmdualsy  and  to  tiie  nominal  riches  of  Great 
^  Britain;  but  your  own  interests  wiH  suffer  by  it; 
<<  and  the  ruin  of  a  great  and  once-flourishing  na- 
''  tion  will  be  recorded  as  the  zvork  of  your  adm- 
**  mstration^  with  an  everlasting  reproach  to  thg 
^*  British  name.    To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join 
^'  the  obligations  tf  justice  and  goodfcdthy  which 
"  cut  off  every  pretext  for  your  crercising  any 
<^  power  or  authority  in  this  country^  as  long  as 
**  the  sooereign^ofitftdfils  the  engagements  he  has 
••  articled  rvith  you.'' 

LXXVII. 
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LXXVII. 

That  it  appears^  by  the  extraordmary  reeoiri* 
mendation  aforesaid,  asserted  by  bim  the  said 
Hastings  to  b^  enforced  by  the  '^  oUtgations  of 
**  justtc6  and  good  faith"  that  the  said  Warren 
IfastmgSy  at  the  time  of  writing  the  said  letter, 
had  made  an  agreement  to  withdraw  the  British 
iiiterferenoej  represented  l^  him  ^'  as  a  nunous 
'^  and  cBsreputable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions 
of  the  NsLbob  of  Oude.  But  the  instrument 
itself,  in  wtuch  the  said  agreement  is  made,  (if  at 
all  existing)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said 
Has&igs  transmitted  any  documents  rdativte  to 
liie  said  treaty,  which  is  a  neglect  hi^y  criuHnal ; 
especially  as  he  has  informed  the  Company,  in 
hia  letter  from  Benures,  ''that  he  has  promised 
*^  the  Nabob  that  he  will  not  abandon  him  to  thd 
^'  chance  of  any  oth^  mode  of  relation ;  and  mo^t 
"  Confidently  given  him  assurance  of  the  rat^icd- 
^*  tkm  and  confirmation  of  that,  which  he  [the  said 

s 

''  Hastings]  had  established  between  his  gpvern- 
''  nient  and  the  Company:"  the  said  cor^dMt 
assurance  being  ^ven  to  an  agreement  never  pro- 
duced, and  made  \vithout  any  sort  of  autbi^'ty 
from  the  Court  of  Directors ;  an  agk*eement,  pre- 
dtiding  on  the  one  band  the  operatbn  of  ih& 
discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  cmduct  of  their 
afiidrs,  or,  on  the  other,  subjeeting  them  toths 

hazard 
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hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith,  by  brealr- 
ing  an  engagement  confidently  made  in  their  name^ 
though  without  their  consent,  by  the  first  officer  of 
their  government 

•  That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude  the 
operation  of  'such  discretionary  conduct  in  the 
administration  of  this  kmgdom,  as  circumstances 
might  call  for,  has  informed  the  Directors,  that 
he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  to  condition  the  exist- 
ence of  the  revenue  itself  with  the  exclusion  of 
tiie  Company^  his  masters,  fi*om  all  interference 
whatsoever ;  for  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  dated 
Benares,  20th  September  1 784,  are  the  following 
words :  "  the  Aumils  [collectors],  demanded  that 
"  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  their  engagements, 
"  that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force  for  the  com- 
*^  plete  term  of  their  leases,  pracided  that  no 
"  foreign  authority  was  exercised  over  them ;  or, 
"  in  other  words,  that  their  engagements  were  to 
*^  cease  whenever  they  should  be  interrupted  in  their 
"  Junctions  by  the  interference  of  an  English  agent. 
■^  This  requisition  was  officially  notified  to  me  by 
the  acting  minister,  and  referred  to  me  in  form 
by  the  Nabob  Vizier,  for  my  previous  consent  to 
^*  jt :  I  encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent  to 
"  it"  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been  -guilty  of 
the  high  presumption  to  inform  his  said  masters, 
that  he  has  taken  that  counse  to  compel  them  not 
to  violate  the  assurances  given  by  him  in  their 

name : 
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name : — '^  there  is  one  condition  [namely,  the  above 
**  condition],  which  essentially  connects  the  can- 
Jirmation  of  the  settlement  itself  with  the^  interests 
of  the  Company'' 


it 


LXXVITI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  show 
an  indecent  distrust  of  the  Company  s  faith,  did 
endeavour,  before  that  time,  at  other  times,  namely, 
in  his  instructions  to  his  secret  agent,  Major 
Palmer,  dated  the  6th  of  May  1782,  to  limit  the 
confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in  the 
following  words  in  the  5th  Article :  "  It  is  very 
much  my  desire  to  impress  the  Nabob  with  a 
thorough  confidence  in  the  faith  and  justice  of 
'^  our  Government;  that  is  to  say,  in  my  awn^ 
"  while  I  am  at  the  head  of  it :  I  cannot  be  an- 
''  swerable  for  the  acts  of  othera  independent  of 


It 
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LXXIX. 

.   That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  letter, 

dated  Benares,  the  ist  of  October  1784,  to  the 

Court  of  Directors,  write,  "  that  if  they  [the  Di- 

^^  rectors]  manifested  no  symptoms  of  an '  intended 

*'  interference,  the  objects  of  his  engagements  will 

*^  be  obtained ;  ^  but  if  a  different  policy  shall  be 

^^  adopted,  if  new  agents  are  sent  into  the  coun-. 

*^  tiy,  and  armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes 

"  of  vengeance  or  corruption  (for  to  no  other  will 

«  they 


^  tkejf  id  dpptie4);  ^'if  neir  demands  itre  ^auis 
^  otktltie  Nabob  Ymtt,  ^and  accounts  Oft^rcbaigecf 
^-  on  one  side,  m^  a  wide  latiludc  taken  oti  the 
"  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond  the  means  of 
'f  payment;  ^if  political  dangers  are  portended, 
'^  to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of  burthening  his 
*^  eountry  with  annecessary  defences  and  enor- 
"  mous  subsidies;  ^or  if,  even  abstaining  frpoy 
''  dateet  encroackm^t  en  the  Nab&6's  rights,  your 
^  govemmenff  sball  show  but  a  degree  qf  person^ 
^  kindness  to  the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpation, 
'^  or  by  any  constructive  indication  of  partiality 
^  and  dissatisftictitm  furnish  gro«mds  for  the  ex^ 
**  pectathn  of  an  approaddng  change  of  system ; 
^*  — I  am  sorry  to  S17  that  all  my  labours  will  provt 
"  abortive.** 

LXXX. 
That  all  the  mtesures  deprecated  in  future  by 
fbe  said  Warden  Hastings,  with  a  reference  to 
former  conduct,  in  bb  several  letters  aforesaid, 
being  (so  far .  as  the  same  are  intelligible)  six  in 
number,  have  been  all  of  thiem  the  proper  acts 
£kid  mead^red  of  the  said  Warren  Hastingi  himself ; 
for  he  did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did 
afterwaids  confttnue  and  support  that  interference 
(whicb  be  now  informs  tiie  G)urt  of  Directors  "  isr 
'^  rainous  and  disreputable,"  and  wbich  tiitf  very 
sijV^Pwns  of  an  intention  to  renew  he  considers  in 
iSitf  bighesi  degree  dapgerous);  he  did  divQct,  witb 
«r  tiofitn^ling  and  M>MllMt  avtbofky,  in  every  de-^ 

partmeut 
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partment  of  gdvernment,  and  in  every  district  in 
the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude — Secpndly, 
the  appointment  of  agents,  which  was  eminently 
the  act  of  his  own  administration ;    he  not  only 
retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of  Oude,  boUji 
"  secret  and  axicfwed^  but  also  sending  some  of 
them,  in  defiance  to  the  orders  of  that  very  Court 
of  Directors,  to  whom,  \x\  his  said  letter  of  the  i  st 
of  October  1 784,  he  assigns  "vengeance  and  cor- 
"  ruption"  as  the  only  motives,  that  can  produce 
such   appointments.-— Thirdly,   that    he   the  said 
Warren   Hastings    did    instruct  one  of  the  said 
agents,  and  did  charge  him,  upon  pain  of  "  a  dread- 
^^  Jul   responsibility y"^  to  perform  sundry  acts  of 
violence  against  persons  of  the  highest  distinction, 
and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince ;  which  acts  were 
justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  "  vengeance^^  in 
the  execution,  and  which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the 
defence  of  Middleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did 
declare  to  be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  "  corrupt 
*'  tion  in  the  relaxation."— Fourthly,  that  he  did 
raise   new  demands   on  the  Vizier,  "  and  over- 
"  charge  accounts  on  one  side,  and  take  a  wide 
"  latitude  on  the  other,"  by  sending  up  a  new  and 
before    unheard-of  overcharge  of  four   hundred' 
thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not  made  by  the 
Resident,  or  admitted  by  the  Vizier;  and  by  add- 
ing the  same,  did  swell    his  debt   "  beyond  the 
"  means  of  payment;"   and  did  even   insert,  as 
vol.  XII.  r  the 
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the  ninth  article  of  his  charge  agaiflst  Middleton, 
^*  his  omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  additional 
"  balance  of  rupees  26,48, "iyi,  stated  by  the  Ac- 
"  countant- General  to  be  due  from  the  Vizier  on 
"  the  30th  of  April  1780,"  to  which  he  did  add 
14  lacks  more,  making  together  the  above  sum. — 
Fifthly,  that  he  the .  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
assign  "  political  dangers,"  in  his  Minute  of  the 
13th  December    1779,  for   burthening  the    said 
Nabob  of  Qude  "  with  unnecessary  defences  and 
"  enormous  subsidies,''  with  regard  to  which  he 
then  declarecl,  that  "  it  was  our  part,  not  his  (the 
**  Nabob's)   to  judge  and   to   determine." — And 
sixthly,  that  he  did  not  only  show  the  design,  but 
the  Jiict  of  personal  kindness  to  the  partisans  of 
what  he  here  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  letter,  and 
in  one  Muiute  of  Consultation,  a  "  late  usurpa* 
"  tion,"   he  having  rewarded  the  principal    and 
most  obnoxious  of  the  instruments  of  the  said  late 
usurpation    (if  such    it  was)    Richard   Johnson^ 
Esquire,  with  an  honourable  and  profitable  em- 
bassy to  the  Court  of  the  Nizam. 

LXXXI. 

^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  by 
assuming  an  authority,  which  he  himself  did  con- 
sider as  an  usurpation^  and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of 
that  usurped  authority,  done  in  his  own  proper 
person,  and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and 

proceeding 
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proceeding  (tiiough  with  some  mitigation,  for  which 
one  of  them  was  by  him  censured  aiKl  accused) 
under  his  own  express  and  positive  orders  and 
idstructioQSy  and  thereby. establishing^  as  he  himself 
observed,  "  a. system  of  interference,  disreputable 
"  and  ruinous,  which  could  only  be  subservient  to 
*'  promote  patronage,  private .  interest,  private  em- 
**  bezdement,  corruption  and  vengeance,"  to  the 
{Hiblick  detriment  of  the  Company,  "  and  to  the 
**  ruin  of  a  once-flourishing  nation,  and  eternally 
**  reproachful  to  the  British  name;"  and  for  the 
^vil  effects  of  which  system,  "  as  hjs  sole  and 
ultimate  hope"  and  remedy,  he  recopiipends  ail 
entire  abdication,  for  ever,  not  only  of  aUpowef 
and  authority,  but  even  of  the  interference  and 
influence  of  Great  Britain; — is  guilty  of  an  high. 
crime  and  misdemeanor.  * 

LXXXII. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter 
from  Chunar  of  the  29th  of  November  1781,  haa 
represented  that  very  influence  and  interference 
(which  in  three  puhlick  papers  he  denominates  "  a 
"  irrte  usi&paiion')  as  being  authorized  by  a  re- 
gular treaty  and  agreement,  voluntarily  made  with 
the  Nabob  himselfi  at  a  place  called  Chunar,  on 
the  19th  of  September  1781,  a  copy  of  which 
hath  been  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors  ; 
and  thai  three  persons  iverc  present  at  the  execu- 
tion of  the  same;  two  whereof  were  Middleton  and 

Y  2  Johnson^ 
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Johnson,  bis  agents,  and  Residents  at  Oude,  tha 
third,  the  minister  of  the  Nabob.  And  he  did,  fa 
his  paper  written  to  the  Council-General,  and  . 
transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  not  only 
declare  that  the  said  interference  was  agreed  to  by 
the  said  Nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  but 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  him;  assuring  the 
said  Council,  "  that  if  the  Resident  performed  hb 
'^  duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  said  Hastings'sJ 
<^  instructions,  the  Nabob  s  part  of  the  engagement 
'^  will  prove  of  still  greater  benefit  to  him  than  to 
^'  our  Government,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  ex«- 
*^  acted;  and  that  the  participationy  which  is 
'^  allowed,  our  Resident  in  the  inspection  ai  the 
"  publick  treasure,  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the 
"  Company's  demands,  whilst  the  influence^  which 
"  our  Government  will  ALWAYS  possess  acer  the 
"  publick  minister  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  authority 
of  our  ozvnj  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  secur- 
ing an  attentive  and  faithful  discharge  of  their 
"  several  trust?,  both  towaids  the  Coo^any  and 
*'  ttie  Vizier." 

LXXXUI. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only 
settle  a  plan,  of  which  the  agency  and  interference 
aforesaid  was  a  part,  and  asseit  the  beneficial 
consequences  thereof,  but  did  also  record,  that  the 
same  "  was  a  great  publick  measure,  constituted 
^'  on  a  large  and   establislicd  system,  a^  der 

"  structive 
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*  structiv^,  in  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and 
**  fortune  of  many  patronised  individuals ;"  and  in 
Consequence  of  the  said  treaty,  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  authorize,  and  positively  require,  his 
agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and  control  and 
regulate,  all  the  NaboVs  affairs  whatsoever ;  and 
flie  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  for  the 
Company,  and  in  its  name,  an  acquisition  of  power 
and  authority,  even  if  it  had  been  abused  by  others, 
he  ought  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and  brought 
the  guilty  to  condign  punishment,  instead  of  making 
another  treaty,  without  their  approbation,  consent, 
Or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not  communicated 
to  them ;  by  which  it  appears  he  has  annulled 
the  former  treaty,  and  the  authority  thereby  ac- 
quired to  the  Company,  as  a  grievance  and  usur- 
pation, to  which,  from  the  general  corruption  of 
tiieir  service,  no  other  remedy  could .  be  applied 
than  a  formal  renunciation  of  their  power  and  in- 
fluence; for  which  said  actings  and  doings  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor. 

LXXXIV. 

'  That  the  Company's  Army  in  India  is  all  object, 
requiring  the  most  vigilant  and  constant  inspection, 
both  to  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  the  security 
6f  the  British  power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and 
discipline;  and  does  requh^  that  inspection  in 
proportion  as  it  is  removed  from  the  principal  seat 

y  3  of 
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of  governoient ;  and  the  number  and  discipline  g£ 
the  ti'oops  kept  up  by  the  native'^priuces,  along 
Hith  British  troops,  is  also  of  great  moment  and 
importance  to  the  same  ends :  that  Warren  Hast* 
ings,  Esquire,  pretending  to  pursue  the  same,  did, 
in  virtue  of  an  authority  acquired  by  the  treaty  of 
Chunar  aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to  which 
he  did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience^  that  ail 
officers  of  the  Nabob's  army  should  be  appoinCed 
V  witli  the  C07icurre7ice  of  the  Resident ;"  and  sup- 
posing the  case,  that  persons  of  obnoxious  descrip-; 
tion,  or  of  knoun  disaffection  to  the  British  Govern- 
Oient  should  be  appointed  (of  which  he  left  the  Resi- 
dent to  be  the  judge)  he  did  direct  in  the  following 
vords:  ^'  you  are  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against 
^'  it ;  and  if  the  Vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice^, 
"  you  are  peremptorily,  and  in  my  naniCj  to  oppose 
*^  it  as  <i  breach  ofhi^  agreenient ;"  and  he  did  also 
direct,  that  the  "  Mootiana  [or  soldiers  em*-  , 
'*  ployed  for  the  collection  of  revenue]  should  be 
**  reforoied,  and  reduced  into  one  corps  for  the 
^*  whole  service ;  and  that  no  infantry  should  bq^ 
**  left  in  the  Nabob's  sei*vicc  but  what  may  be 
**  necessary  for  his  body-guard  ;— and  he  did 
further  order  and  direct  as  follows:  **  that  iu 
"quelling  disturbances  the  commander  of  the 
<<  forces  should  assist  you  [the  said  ilesident]  011 
«  the  requisition  of  tlie  Vizier,  communicate<jl, 
*'  tkough  you  to. him  [the  said  oommauderj  ^, 
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-'  ^t  your  awn  single  application.     It  is  directed, 
"  that  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  immediate 
**  protection  of  your  office  and  person  at  Lucknow 
shall  be  relieved  every  three  months,  and  during 
its  stay  there  shall  act  solely  and  exclusively 
under  your  orders/'    And  it  appears,  in  the 
counte  of  the  Company's  correspondence,  that,  the 
country  troops,  under  the  Nabob's  sole  direction, 
would  be  ill-disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  x  not 
worse ;  and  therefore  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
order,  that  "  no  infantry  should  be  kept  in.  his 
"  service;"  yet  it  appears  tliat  the  said  warren 
Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement  for  a  body  of 
native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  control  or  inspec- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  and  left  a  written 
order  in  the  hands  of  Major  Palmer  (one  of  Ids 
agents,  who  had  been  continued  there,  though  the 
Company  was  not  permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be 
transmitted  to  Colonel  Cumming,  as  soon  as  an 
adequate  force  shall  be  provided  for  the  defence 
of  the  Nabob's  frontier ^  by  detachments  from  the 
Nabob's  aicn  battalions ;  the  said  Colonel  Cum- 
ming's  forces,  whom  &e  others  were  to  supersede 
and  replace,  consisting  wholly   of  infantry,  and 
which,  being  intended  for  tlie  same  service,  were 
probably  of  the  same  constitution. 

LXXXV. 

That  the  old  brigade  of  British  troops,  which  by 

'    y  4  treaty 
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treaty  was  to  reoflain,  had  been  directed,  by  flie 
instructions  of  the  said  Hastings  to  the  Resident 
liliddleton,  and  to  the  Resident  Bristow,  "  not  to 
^*  be  employed  at  the  requisition  of  the  Vizier  any 
^^  otlierwise  than  through  the  Resident;**  and  the 
jiaid  direction  Vas  properly  given,  it  not  bemg  fit 
that  British  troops  should  be  under  the  sole  direc- 
tion of  foreign  independent  princes,  or  of  any  other 
than  the  Bi'itish  Government ;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing the  proper  and  necessairy  direction  aforesaid, 
Le  the  said  Warren  Hastings  bath  left  the  said 
troops,,  by  his  new  treaty,  without  any  local  con- 
trol,  or  even  inspection,  notwithstanding  his  powers 
tinder  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  and.  his  own  fepeated 
orders,  and  notwjlhstahding  %h6  mischiefs  and 
Janjgers,'  which  the  said  Warren  Hasting  did  fore- 
see would  result  tlierefron\,  if  left  undet  the  sole 
direction  of  the  'Nabolj,  and  their  own  discretion^ 
the  said  Hastings  having  stipulated  with  the  said 
Nabob  not  to  exercise  any  authority,  or  even 
influence,  secret  or  avotted,  within  his  dominions. 

LXXXVI. 

That  the  crime  of  the  3aid  Warreh  Hastings,  m 
ftttemptinjg  thus  to  abandon  the  British  army  to  tlie- 
sole  discretion  of  the  Nabob  of  Oudisi,  is  exceed- 
ingly aggravated  by  the  ^description,  given  by  him 
severally  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  th<^ 
British  army  stationed  for  the  defence  of  his  do- 
i  S  minions ;, 
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minions ;  in  his  letters  to  the  Court  of  Directors^ 
and  in  his  Minutes  of  Consultation,  and  particularly 
in  his  letter  of  imme- 

diately on  the  ac(iessioQ  of  the  Nabob,  he  did 
inform  the  said  Court,  **  that  the  Nabob  had  oot^ 
by  all  accounts,  the  ^'  qualities  of  the  bead  or 
^  heart,  which  fitted  him  for  that  office,  though 
•*  there  was  no  dispute  concerning  his  right  to 

ft 

•'  succeed  ;"  and  some  years  afterwards,  when  his 
accounts  must  have  been  rendered  more  certain^ 
he  did,  in  his  Minute  of  Consultation,  of  the  15th 
of  December  1779  (regularly  transmitted  to  the 
Court  of  Directors)  upon  a  discussion  for  witii- 
drawing  certain  troops,  kept  up  m  the  Nabob  6 
country  without  his  consent  by  him  the  said  War* 
ren    Hastings,  strongly  urge,  as   follows,    "  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  force, 
which  we  possess  in  the  country ;  that  the  dis- 
orders of  his  state  [the  Nabob  of  Oude's  state] 
**  and  dissipation  of  his  revenues  are  the  effects  of 
*'  his  own  conduct,  which  has  failed,  not  so  much 
'"  from  the  usual  effects  of  incapacity^  as  from  the 
**  detestable  choice  he  has  made  of  the  ministers 
'^  of  his  power,  and  the  participation  of  his  confi- 
^*  dence.      I  forbear  to  expatiate  further  on  hia 
''  character ;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  am  understood 
^*  by  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  must  know 
^*  the  truth  of  my  allusions.     Mr.  FVancis  [a  mem- 

^  ber  of  the  Board]  surely  was  not  aware  of  the 

"  injury 
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^  niander-in-chief  is  a  signal  and  scandalous  in* 

* 

^  stance  of  this.'* 

« 

LXXXVIIL 

*  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to 
ib6  Court  of  Directors,  dated  Benares  the  1 5th  of 
October  1784,  even  after  he  bad  made  the  afore- 
said renunciation  of  the  Company's  authority  and 
influence  to  the  Nabob,  did  write,  "  that  the  Na- 
"  bob,  though  most  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 
*'  endued  with  an  understanding  much  above  the 
*^  common  level,  has  been  unfortunately  bred  up  in 
^  habitSy  that  draw  his  attention  too  much  from  his 
<*  own  affairs,  and  often  subject  him  to  the  guid- 
"  ance  oUnsidious  andumvorthy confidants T which, 
though  more  decently  expressed  with  regard  td  tlie 
Nabob  than  in  his  former  Minutes,  substantially 
ifcgrees  with  them.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  inform  the  Court  of  Directors,'  after  he  had 
solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  Company's 
influence,  on  the  assurances  and  promises  of  a  per- 
son so  by  himself  described,  that  for  reasons 
grounded  on  his  knowledge  of  tlie  imbecility  of  the 
character  of  the  Nabob  be  waited  in  a  frontier 
town,  "  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  counteract  any 
*'  attempt  to  defeat  the  effect  of  his  proceedings  at 
**  Lucknow ;''  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler  fh)m 
the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  following  words  • 

"  I  am 
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'^  I  am  still  near"  enough  to  attend  to  the  6rst  effects 
"  of  the  execution,  aod  to  interfere  with  my  influ* 
"  ence  for  the  removal  of  any  obstructions,  to 
"  which  they  are  or  may  be  liable."    He  therefore 
found  that  there  was  none,  or  but  an  insufficient 
security  to  ttie  effect  of  his  treaty,  but  in  bis  own 
direct  personal  violation  of  it.    What  otherwise  wa» 
wanting  in  the  security  for  tiie  Nabob's  engage- 
ments was  to  be  supplied  as  follows :  '^  the  piost 
respectable  persons  of  his  family  will  be  employed 
to  counteract  every  other,  which  may  tend  to 
warp  him  from  it ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that 
*'  such  a^istance  was  wanting''    And  in  another 
letter,  '^  that  be  had  equal  ground  to  expect  every 
degree  of  support,  which  could  be  ^ven  it  by  the 
^rst  characters  ^  his  family ^  who  are  warmly 
and  zealously  interested  in  .it:*'  the  principal 
male  character  of  the  family,  and  of  the  most  in- 
fluence in  that  family,  being  Salar  Jung^  uncle  to 
the  Nabob ;  and  the  first  female,  characters  of  the 
family  being  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  . 
reigning  sovereign,  all  of  whom,  male  and  female, 
he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  sundry  letters  off 
hb  own,  in  the  transmission  of  various  official  docu*- 
mentB,  and  even  in  afQdavits  studiously  collected, 
and  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  his  short 
residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  did  himself 
represent    as  persons  entirely  disaffected  to  the 
£nglish  power  in  India,  as  haying  been  principal 

promoters. 
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promotei^,  if  not  original  contrivers,  of  a  general 
rebellion  and  revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the 
English  nation ;  and  as  such  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  compel  the  Nabob  reluctantly  to  take 
from  them  their  landed  estates ;  and  yet  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  has  had  the  presumption  to  at- 
tempt to  impose  on  the  East-India  Company  by 
pretending  to  place  his  reliance  on  those  three  per- 
sons for  a  settlement  favourable  to  the  Company  s 
interests,  on  his  renunciation  of  all  tiieir  own  pouer^ 
authority^  and  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their 
army  to  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  discretion  of  ^ 
stranger,  meriting,  in  his  opinion,  the  description 
given  by  him  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  by  bim  fre* 
quently  asserted  to  be  politically  incapable  of  sup- 
porting his  own  power  Mithout  the  aid  oi  the  forces 
-of  the  Company,  And  the  offence  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  abandoning  a  considerable 
part  of  the  British  army  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  is 
•much  increased  by  the  description,  which  he  ba& 
himself  given  of  the  state  of  the  said  army,  and 
particularly  of  that  part  tliereof,  which  is  stationed 
in  the  Nabob  of  Oude*s  dominions.  For  he  did  him- 
self,  on  the  29th  of  November  1781,  transmit  the 
information  following,  on  that  subject,  to  the  Court 
>of  Directors,  namely,  "  that  the  remote  stations  of 
"  those  troops,  placing  the  con^manding  officers 
"  beyond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  Board  [the 
'«  Council-Geuieifal]  at  Calcutta,  afforded  too  much 
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"  of  opportunity  and  temptation  for  unwarrantable 
"  emoluments  J  and  excited  the  contagion  ofpecuta- 
**  tion  and  rapacity  throughout  the  uhole  army  / 
**  a  most  remarkable  instance,  and  uncontrovertible 
proof  of  the  prevalence  of  this(  spirit,  has  been 
seen  in  the  Cburt-Martial  upon  Captain  Erskine, 
where  the  Court,  composed  of  officers  of  rank, 
and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and 
"  honourably  (most  honourably),  upon  an  acknow 
**  ledged  fact,  acquitted  him,  which  in  times  of 
"  stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed  a 
"  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment/'  From 
%rhich  representation  (if  the  said-Warren  Hastings 
did  not  falsely  and  unjustly  accuse  and  slander  tha 
Company's  service)  it  appeared,  that  the  peculation, 
which  infected  the  whole  army,  derived  from  the 
taint,  which  it  had  in  Oude,  and  so  fatal  to  the 
discipline  of  the  troops,  would  be  dangerously  iiir 
xreased  by  his  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid  with 
the  Nabob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  the 
Court  lof  Directors. 

LXXXIX. 
That  it  appears,  after  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
had,  on  grounds  so  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation 
and  government,  agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the 
British  influence  and  interference  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Oude,  on  account  of  the  disordei's  in  the 
said  government,  solely  produced  by  his  own  cri- 
minal aCtS;  and  criminal  connivances,  that  he  did 

overturn 
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pverturnhis  own  settlemeat  as  6oon  as  he  had  made 
it ;  and  did|  after  be  had  abolished  the  Company*5 
Jlesidency,  as  a  grievance,  wholly  violate  bis 
own  solemn,  agreement ;  for  he  did,  for  his  pri- 
vate pmrposes,  continue  therein  his  own  private 
agent,  Major  Palmer,  with  a  number  of  officers 
and  pensioners,  at  a  charge  to  the  revenues  of 
fhe  Country  greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  esta- 
blishment under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  he  did  re- 
present  w  frightfully  enormous,  and  which  l^e 
pretended  to  remove;  the  former  amountmg  to 
X*  1 1 2,950,  the  latter  only  to  ^.64,202.    • 

XC.  ' 

That  his  own  secret  agent,  Major  Palmer,  did 
oreceive  a  salary  or  allowance,  equal  to  ^£.22,800 
ayecH*,  out  of  the  distressed  province  of  Oude; 
jmd  this  the  said  Palmer  did  declare  not  to  be 
dcaore  than  he  absolutely  did,  really  and  -bondjide^ 

.  spedd;  and  that  he  had  retrenched  considerably 
''  in  some  of  the  articles,  since  the  expense  has 
*'  been  born  by  the  Vizier,  and  in  every  particu- 

V**  lar  he  made  as  little  parade  and  appearance  as 
''  his  station  would  admit,"  his  station  being  that 

« 

of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  private  agent.  But 
if  the  said  large  salary  must  be  coasidered  as  merely 
equal'  to  the  expenses,  large  secret  emoluments 
ipust  be  pinisumed  to  attend  it,  in  order  to  ma&e  it 
:  a  .place  advantageous  to  the  holder  tliereof.     That 

tba 


ii 


tiM  sttkl  Ftflmer  did  apply  to  tb^  Board  at  G^Ici^tta' 
for  a  ttt^  anthorily,  to  continue  the  said  estabtisb^' 
meiffts,  he  comeemng  tiheir  continuance  "  aft^i'  the 

period  of  the  Gk)vemour-Generars  departure 

depenaded  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  Board,  and 
*^  not  upon  the  authority  of  ike  Gaoermur-Gen&td^ 
'^  under  ike  sanctum  of  which  they  t^e  esiablishtd 
"  or  confirmei.^' 

X€I. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  in  c^der  to  ruia 
the  Resident  Brtstow,  and  to  justify  himself  for  his 
former  proceedings  respecting  htm,  did  bring  be* 
fore  the  Board  a  new  charge  against  him,  for  bavhig 
paid  a  large  estabUshmeht  of  offices  and  pensions 
te  the  Company's  servants  from  the  Revenues  of 
Ouile ;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making  bis  defence 
against  the  charge  aforesaid,  did  plead,  that  he 
had  found  aH  the  aUcHvances  on  his  list  established 
before  bis  last  appointment  to  the  Refidency ;  that 
they  had  groiivn  to  that  excessin  the  interval  between 
his  first  removal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
his  re-appointment;  and  having  adduced  many 
reasons  to  make'  it  highly  pYobable  that  the  said 
Hastings  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  it,  and 
did  approve  of  the  expensive  est8rt>lishmeMfs,  which 
he^  the  said  Bristow,  simply  had  paid,  but  not 
imposed,  he  did  allege,  besides  the  official  assur-*' 
aaces  of  bis  predecessor  Mic)dieton,  certain  facts,  as 
amounting  to  a  direct  proctf  that  the  Governuur- 

T^L.  XII.  s  General, 
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Geoeraly  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  tbm 
ViiierV  g^nting  large  salaries  to  more  than  one 
European  gentlenian ;  and  the  first  instance  was  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who  exclusive  of  his  pay 
from  the  Company,  which  was  X.  1,440  a  year» 
claimed  from  the  Vizier,  with  Mr.  Hastings's 
knowledge,  the  sum  of  «£.9»763  a  year,  and 
upwards,  making  together  ^.11,203  per  annum. 
— ^The  next  was  Mr.  Trevor  Wheler,  who  did 
receive  upon  the  same  establishment,  when  he  was 
ffmrth  assistant  at  Oude,  ^.6,000  a  year;  and 
which  last  fact  the  said  Hastbgs  has  admitted  upcm 
record  ^^  that  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Bristow  and 
<'  Mr.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  can^Kl  him  to  ao* 
'^  knowledge,*'  denying  at  the  same  time  that  tiiit 
allowances  of  the  Residents  Middleton  and  Bristow, 
except  in  this  single  instance,  were  ever  authorized 
by  him;  whereas  his  own  agent  Palmer  did,  in 
his  letter  of  the  27  th  of  March  1785,  represent 
that  the  said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not  more 
^d  larger)  were  by  him  authorized  or  confirmed. 

XCIL 

That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  also  produce  the 
following  letter,  in  proof  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew 
and  approved  of  large  salaries  to  British  sul^tv 
upon  the  revenues  of  Oude,  and  which  he  did 
declare  that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  self** 
defence  could  have  induced  him  to  produce. 
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*•  DearBristow, 
'*  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allowances  to 
^'  receive  from  the  Vizier ;  they  amount  to  Sicca 
'^  rupees  15,554  per  month,  and  he  has  been  paid 
''  up  by  the  Vizier  to  the  20th  of  August  1 782^ 
'^  The  Gdvemour  has  directed  me  to  write  to  you, 
^'  to  request  you  to  receive  what  is  due  from  the 
''  Vizier  from,  the  20th  August  last,  at  the  rate  of 
^'  Luckoow  Sicca  rupees  15,554  per  month,  and 
**  send  me  a  biU  for  the  amount,  the  receipt  of 
'^  which  I  will  acknowledg|9,  in  the  capacity  of  Sir 
''  Eyre  Coote's  attocoey ;  and  the  Govemour  desires 
^^  that  you  will  contmue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote's 
'<  field-allowances  at  the  same  rate,  and  remit  the 
^^  money  to  me  as  it  codies  in. 

-Ji^";,.* }    (Signed)  -CtarlcCr^.' 

XCIIL 

Tliat  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid  was  at  thetime  of 
the  said  field-allowances  not  serving  in  the  country 
of  Oude,  on  which  the  said  allowances  wert 
charged,  but  in  the  Camatic. 

XCIV. 

That  from  the  declaration  of  the  said  Hastings 
hknself,  that  it  was  the  conviction  of  Mr.Bristow  and 
Ifr.  Cowper,  that  could  alone  obiige  and  compel 
1^  to  (fckMfwktfgc  certain  of  bis  aforesaid  practices, 

s  2  <^^ 
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and  that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  sd^ldtfefice 
douk)  hate  Widuced  Mr«  Brtbtaw  to  make  poblick 
iftiolher/  and  iHttcli  stt-onge^  (natiwioe  of  the  same, 
ii  ia  to  be  Vidlantty  pasuitied,  that  libera  these 
t^^  or  either,  t>f  both,  heefessflias  did  not  e^t; 
niany  evU  tfhd*  oppressive  praeticea  of  the  eidd 
M^fit^gs  (k^  i^emaki  ttndiseerered.  Thiat  if  it  had 
not  beeA  fop  the  conftasta  betM^een  him^  tbe  said 
AfeiAingB,  end  the  Resident  IMstow,  not  oaiy^  the 
before-iHeRtiofted  paartioubys,  but  the  whole  of  ^e 
expensive  ci^tt^  eiftHbllfihiDei^  k»  £nglHa&  serrants 
at  Onde  would  bave  bem  ftyt  ever  ooncaalted  fr^m 
tfie  Directors,  md  from  Pa!rlfameQt;^and  yetthe 
said  Hastings  hds  had  Uie  audaetty  to  ptfetoixi  so 
cooiplete  an  ignorance  of  the  hclM^  that^  re^xweBt-' 
ing  the  Vizier  ns  objecting  to  the  largeness  of  the 
payments  made  by  iBristow,  and  stating  ^  very 
reduced  list,  which  he  was  willing  to  allow  for, 
amounting  to  £.  30,000  a  year,  the  said  Hastings 
did  aflRsct  to  be  alarmed  at  the  magnilud^  even  of 
the  Hst  so  curtailed,  expressing  himself  iM  iUiaia% 
in  his  Minute  of  the  7th  of  December  1784*^*^  for 
my  own  part,  when  the  Vi^w^s  minister  irat 
informed  me  that  the  amount^  which  his  master 
had  authorized,  and  tms  willing  to  admit,  for  the 
charges  of  the  Resideney,  and  the  attowaiMes  of 
the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  was  25,006  rapeet 
**  per  month,  I  own  I  was  steftted  at  the  megnitiuiia^ 
^^  of  tile  sum,  and  was  some  days  hesiMriftg  in  my 

«  wind 
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"  mind  whether  I  could  with  propriety  admit  of 
"  it."  Whereas. he  well  knew  ttiat.tbe  thr^e,  sums 
alone,  of  which  the  necessities  aforesaid  had  com- 
pelled the  discovery,  did  greatly  exceed  that  sum, 
of  which,  at  the  first  hiring,  he  affects  to  have 
been  so  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  thrown  into  a 
state  of  hesitation,  which  continued  for  some  days ; 
and  although  he  the  sard  Hastings  was  conscious 
that  he  had  at  the  very  time  authorized  an  estaUish- 
ttietit  to  more  ihun  four  times  the  amount  thereof. 

xcv. 

That  in  t!he  daid  deceits,  prevatkations,  contra- 
tHctions,  malicious  accusations,  fraudulent  conceal- 
ments, and  compelled  discoveries,  as  well  as  in  idie 
said  secret,  corrupt,  and  prodigal  disposition  of 
the  revenues  of  Oude,  as  well  as  in  his  breach  of 
fkith  to  the  Nabob,  in  cotilinuing  expensive  esta- 
blishments under  ti  private  agent  of  Hs  own,  trfter 
be  bad  agreed  to  remove  the  Company's  agent,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  h  guihy  of  an  bi|^  ofEenct 
utid  misdemeanor. 


S  9 
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XVII.  MAHOMED  REZA  KHAN. 


I. 

THAT  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  Com- 
pany,  on  the  acquisition  of  the  Duannee  of  Bengal, 
to  continue  the  Country-government  under  the 
i  ispection  of  the  Resident  at  the  Nabob  s  Durbar, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  that  of  the  President  and 
Council,  in  the  last;  and  for  that  purpose  they  did 
stipulate  to  assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of 
the  Nabob,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  Revenues, 
equal  to  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

11. 

That,  during  the  Country  government,  the  prin- 
cipal active  person  in  the  administration  of  affiurs 
for  rank,  and  for  reputation  of  probi^»  and  of 
knowledge  in  the  revenues  and  the  Iaw8»  was 
Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  who,  besides  large  landed 
property,  was  possessed  of  offices,  whose  emolu- 
ments amounted  nearjy,  if  not  altogether,  to  ond 
hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

IV. 

That  the  Company's  servants,  in  the  b^ginninj^ 
were  not  converaant  in  tho  affiurs  of  the  revenue, 

and 
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and  stood  in  need  of  natives  of  integrity  and  expe- 
rience to  act  in  the  management  thereof  On  tijat 
ground,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  rank,  which 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  held  in  the  country,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  him,  they,  the  President 
and  Council,  did  inform  the  Court  of  Directors,  in 
their  letter  of  the  30th  of  September  1 765,  that 
''  as  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^'s  short  administration 
^^  wad  irreproachable,  they  determined,  to  continue 
*'  him  in  a  share  of  the  authority  ;"*  and  this  infor- 
mation was  not  ^en  li^tiy,  but  was  foonded  upon 
an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  a  minute  examina-* 
tion  of  charges  made  agamst  him  by  his  rivals  in 
the  Nabob's  court,  they  having  insinuated  to  the 
Nabob  that  a  design  was  formed  for  deposing  him, . 
and  placing  Mahomed  Reza  on  his  throne ;  but  on 
examination  the  President  and  Council  declarei 
that  ^*  he  had  so  openly  and  candidly  accounted 
*^  far  every  n^' disbursed  from  the  treasury,  that 
<<  they  could  not,  without  injury  to  his  character, 
^  and  injustice  to  his  conduct,  during  his  short 
•<  administration,  refiisecontinuing  him  in  a  share  of 
**  the  government'' 

V. 

That  the  Company  had  reason  to  be  satisfied 

with  the  arrangement  made,  so  fiu*  as  it  regarded 

liim ;  the  President  and  Council  having  informed 

tiiem/  m  the  following  year,  in  thdr  letter  of  the 

«4  9* 
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gth  of  I^ecemb^  J  7^6,  that  "  fk^  large  itme^ee^if 

it  oiesumre^  be  eeeribcd 

pmd  to  Mahamei  Re$m 

ofoimd  knawkdgi 


"  ther§vei 
''  to  Mr.  S 


VI. 

I'hat  the  tbea  President  and  Council)  &idiBg  it 
nei^eirary  to  make  several  reforttis  id  tiie  admioi^* 
tr^tion,  were  priacipally  aided  in  Mie  Mme  by  the 
suggestion,  advice,  and  aasistance  of  the  fi^d 
Mahomed  Rem  Kb4D ;  fpd^  in  their  letter  tf>  ti)» 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  24th  of  June  1767,  thef 
state  their  resolution  of  reducing  the  emolupi^tB  oC 
office,  which  before  bad  arisen  from  d  ymVty  cf 
presents,  and  other  perquisitissi  to  fixed  aUowaiiK^  j 
y^d  they  state  Ae  mwls  qf  Mthomed  fl»m 
Khkk  therein,  as  well  as  the  itt^portance,  dj^itf> 
and  responsibility  of  his  statipp)  in  the  faUewiog 
ipanner ; 

» 

*^  Mahomed  Reai  Kh^n  h^  now  ^Utntfi^  vfth 
"  great  ddicacj/  afhonmr^  represented  bo  a«ti}e  «vfl 
"  consequences^  that  rou^t  eo^oe  fhw  the  contiau- 
"  ance  of  this  practice;  since,  by  su&ringthe  pnaci>- 
"  pal  officers  of  the  Government  to  depend  for  the 
•'  support  of  their  dignity  on  the  precarious  ftmd 
*  •  of  perquisites^  they,  in  a  manner,  ob%  tinm  to 
"  pursue  oppresaive  andx»n:tjpt  mewtUKB,  equa)]^ 
"  «0^OU»"t*  the  fa^nt]7  wd  *b«  ii^fnipwy;  W 

«  they 
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^'  ^bej  accordingly  Msigmd  twelve  liickt  of  rupees 
''  for  the  fliaintonaiice  and  .support  of  the  $aid 
'^  Mahf^med  Reza  Kh&o,  and  two  other  prkicipal 
persons^  who  held  ia  their  bands  the  most  import- 
ant ei^ployments  of  that  Government ;  having 
^^  ragard  to  their  elevated  staiions,  and  to  the 
**  ^eiepaolieficy  of  supporting  Ihem  in  all  the  show 
*^  and  pareda  nequiaite  tb  keep  up  the  authority 
''  and  iadueooe  of  their  respective  offices,  as  they 
^'  ire  ^1  iden  of  weight  and  consideration  in  the 
''  tomi^fy  wjbo  held  friaces  of  great  trust  and  proiit 
"  linder  the  former  Government  We  furth<Hr 
propose,  by  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage 
their  cordial  services,  and  confirm  them  steady 
*^  in  our  interests,  since  they  cannot  hope,  from  the 
"  ouMt  suoces^ul  ambiti9n»  to  lise  to  greater 
'^  advantage^  \>j  any  chance  or  revoluti<Hi  of  affaim. 
*^  At  the  same  timt  it  w^s  reaaonable  we  should  not 
*^  loM  Sight  of  Mahomed  B^a  Khan's  past  ser- 
'^  vices;  he  has  purmed  the  Company's  interest 
^  |withsteadiQe^4addHigence{  his  abilities  quali% 
*^  him  to  perfdroi  the  most  important  service^ 
^^  The  unaveidafala  ^cbarges  of  his  partiealar  sitiia<^ 
^  twfi  are  ^al ;  in  idignity  he  stands  second  to  ^ 
^^  Nabob  tonly  4*-aaid  as  he  ei^^ises  to  iocreasestbB 
"  reyeniies,  ^thiMrt  inytisdce  or  t)ppresai6n,  tfl 
*'  nmrb  tim  ^bie  aflloinit  af  his  salary^  oai  ^  re- 
"  imfmh  ihm  oiomM^  to  the  m$unt  (f^^t 

"  enjoyed, 


it 
it 
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*'  enjoyed,  we  thought  it  proper,  in  the  distaibuCion 
"  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Reza  Khin  in 
^'  « light  superiour  to  the  other  ministers.  We  have 
**  only  to  observe  further,  that  great  and  enormous 

■ 

*'  as  the  sum  must  appear,  which  we  have  allotted 
**  for  the  support  of  the  ministers  of  the  Govem- 
''  ment,  we  will  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  it  is 
^'  necessary  and  reasonable,  and  will  appear  so  on 
*'  the  consideration  of  the  power,  which  men  em- 
^^  ployed  on  these  important  services  have,  either 
^*  to  obstruct  or  promote  the  publick.  good,  unless 
^^  their  integrity  be  confirmed  by  the  ties  of  g;rati- 
«  tude  and  interest'' 

VII. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  continued, 
with  the  same  diligence,  spirit,  and  fidelity,  to  exe- 
cute the  trust  reposed  in  him,  which  comprehended 
a  large  proportion  of  the  weight  of  government; 
and  particularly  of  the  collections  ;  and  his  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  and  his 
extensive  knowledge,  were  again,  in  the  course  of 
the  year  1767,  fully  acknowledged,  and  stated  to 
the  Court  of  Directors;  and  it  fiuther  appears 
that  by  an  incessant  application  to  business  his 
i  •  health  was  considerably  impaired,  which  ^ve  oc- 

^  casion,  in  the  year  foUowmg,  that  is,  in  Febniaiy 

1768,  to  a  fresh  acknowledgment  of  his  services, 
in  these  terms :  ^*  we  must,  b  justice  to  Mahooied 

«"  Beat 
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• 

Reza  Kh^n,  express  the  high  sense  we  entertain 
of  his  abilities,  and  of  the  indefatigable  attention 
^  he  has  shown  in  the  execution  of  the  important 
trust  reposed  in  him ;  and  we  cannot  but  lament 
the  prospect  of  losing  his  services  from  the  pre- 
sent declining  state  of  his  health/' 


c< 


it 


VIIL 

Hiat  as  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue  the  said 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  was  employed  as  a  person 
likely  to  improve  the  same  without  detriment  to 
the  people,  so,  when  the  state  of  any  province 
seemed  to  require  a  remission,  be  was  employed  as 
a  person  disposed  to  the  relief  of  the  people,  with- 
out fraud  to  the  Revenue ;  and  this  was  exprefled 
by  the  President  and  Council  as  follows,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  remissions  granted  in  the  province  of 
Bahar ;  ''  that  the  general  knowledge  of  Mahomed 
**  Reza  Kh&n,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  Duan- 
^'  nee  revenues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  de- 
^*  duclions  being  made,  from  the  general  state  of 
'*  that  province  at  the  last  Poonah,  as  may  be 
**  deemed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may  procure 
^^  an  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the 

'*  Ryots  in  the  friture  cultivation  of  their  lands." 

» 

IX.    . 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  great  and  important  trusts  and 

powers, 
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powers^  was  not  so  much  as  suspected  of  «o 
bilious  or  encroaching  spirit^  which  might  make 
him  dangerous  to  the  Company  &»  then  recent, 
authority,  or  which  might  render  his  {x^ecedeoce 
injurious  to  the  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues 
in  ofSce ;  but^  op  the  contrary,  it  a{^ears  that  a 
plan  having  b^en  adopted  for  dividing  the  admini- 
stration,  in  order  to  remove  the  Nabob  s  jealously, 
the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  subverted  by  the 
ambition  ''  of  two  of  his  colleagies,  and  the  txcu- 
"  sive  moderation  of  Mah/nned  Rtxa  KMnP  And 
for  a  remedy  of  the  inconvenienciesi  which  might 
arise  from  ti)e  excess  of  an  accommodating  temper^ 
though  attended  with  irreproachable  integrity,  the 
President  and  Council  did  send  one  of  their  own 
members,  as  their  deputy,  to  the  Nabob  of  fieogal, 
at  his  capital  of  Muxadavad;  and  this  measure 
appears  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  support  of 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  in  consequence  of  an  ift- 
quiry  made,  and  advice  given^  by  Lord  Clive,  in 
bis  letter  of  the  3d  of  July  1 765  ;  in  which  letto:  be 
expresses  himself  of  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n 
as  follows:  '^  it  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint 
^^  you,  that  the  more  I  see  qf  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn, 
^'  the  stronger  u  my  conmction  of  hU  honour  €tnd 
^  moderation ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot 
"  help  observing,  that  either  from  timidity,  or  an 
'^  erri^eous  princ^pL^  be  is  t90  reaci^  to  submtt  b> 

^  eocGpacbmeat^ 
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*  tfiieroaclmieDts  upon  tbat  profxirtion  of  poM^r, 
^'  that  has  been  allotted  him." 

X. 

That  the  Nabob  Jaffier  AH  KhAn  dying  in  F«<^ 
brassy  1 765,  Mahomed  Rtza  Kh&n  was  appointed 
guardian  to  his  children,  and  administrator  of  hisr 
office^  or  regent^  which  appcmitment  the  Court  c/l^ 
Directors  did  approve.  But  the  party  opposite  to 
Mahomed  Reaa  Kh&A  having  continuftd  tP  cabal 
against  him,  aaodary  accnsationa  we^re  fmmed  rela* 
ti*M  to  appreasioa  at  the  time  of  the  ftiminei,  maA 
ix  a  balance  due  durii^  his  employp^ent  of  cdl^* 
tor  of  tike  revenues ;  iipM  which  the  I)i|i:ectoiis  4fA 
ofdBf  him  to  be  deprired  of  bis  o^ii^e;  94d  a  sti^t 
inqHiry  to  be  mad^  into  his  condiuot, 

XL 

Tbat  the  said  Warren  Hasting,  then  If^y  9P^ 
pointed  to  the  Presidency,  did,  qn  the  isfiOfAffffik 
imden  the  24th  of  Sept^piber  1772,  wmte  letteif 
to  ike  Court  of  Direetorp,  informing  thi^n,  thet  ^ 
the  very  next  day  after  he  had  received  (as  he  as- 
sirts)  thw  private  orders,  *'  addressed  to  himself 
'^  alone/'  and  not  to  the  Board,  he  did  dispatch, 
by  eixpre^s  messengers^  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton, 
the  Eesident  at  the  Nfibob's  court  at  MuKadavad, 
io4  fMkk  character  and  trust  with  the  Nabobs  to 
anmt  in  1^  cnpitalji  wd  $X  bis  court,  wd  without 

any 
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any  previous  notice  given  of  any  charge,  his  principal 
minister,  the  aforesaid  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^,  and 
to  bring  him  down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  care- 
fully conceal  his  said  proceedings  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Board, .  on.  pretext  of  his  not  being 
acquainted  with  their  dispositions,  and  the  inOuence, 
which  he  thought  tiiat  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Kh^  had  amongst  them. 

XII. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  he 
gave  his  orders  as  aforesaid  for  arresting  the  said 
Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  did  not  take  any  measures 
to  compel  the  appearance  of  any  other  persons  aa 
witnesses,  declaring  it  as  his  opinion,  ^^  that  there 
**  would  be  little  need  t>f  violence  to  obtain  such 
^'  intelligence  as  they   could  give  against    their 
''  former  master,  when  his  authority  is  taken  from 
**  him ; "  but  he  did  afterwards,  in  excuse  for  the 
long  detention  and  imprisonment  of  the  said  Ma- 
homed Reza  Kh&n,  without  any  proofs  having  been 
obtained  of  his  guilt,  or  measures  taken  to  bring 
him  to  a  trial,  assure  the  Directors,  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  his  former  declaration,    '*  that  the 
^*  influence  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  still  prevailed 
"  generally  throughout  the  country,  in  the  Nabob  s 
^'  household,  and  at  the  capital,  and  was  scarcdy 
**  affected  by  his    present  disgrace," — -notwith- 
standing, as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  doth  confess^  he 
had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  **  to  break  that 

<<  influence» 
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*^  influence,  by  removing  his  dependants,  and  putting 
"  the  direction  of  all  the  affairs,  that  had  been 
''  committed  to  his  care,  into  the  hands  of  the 
^^  most  powerful  or  acthe  of  his  enemies ;  that  he 
depended  on  the  activity  of  their  hatred  to 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh^,  incited  by  the  expecta* 
tion  of  rewards,  for  investigating  the  conduct  of 
*^  the  latter ;  that  with  this  the  institution  of  the 
*^  new  Duannee  coincided,  and  that  the  same  prin- 
^^  ciple  had  g^ided  him  in  the  choice  of  Munuy 
^'  Begum  and  Rajah  Gourdass,  the  former  for  the 
'*  chief  administration,  the  latter  [the  son  of  Nund- 
''  comar,  and  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
'*  his  father]  for  the  Duannee  of  the  Nabob's 
<'  household,  both  the  deciared  enemies  of  Mn- 
''  homed  Reza  Khdn." 

XIIL 
That  althou^  it  might  be  true  that  enemies  will 
become  the  most  active  prosecutors,  and  as  such 
may,  tiiough  under  much  guard  and  many  pre- 
cautions, be  used  even  as  witnesses;  and  that  it. 
ought  not  to.  be  an  exception,  supposing  their  cha- 
racter  and  capacity  otherwise  good,  to  the  appoint- 
ing  them  to  power;  yet  to  advance  persons  to 
power  on  the  ground  not  of  their  honour  and 
inttgnty,  which  might  have  produced^tbe  enmity 
of  bad  men,  but  merely  for  the  enmity  itsdf, 
without  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a  lauda- 
ble cause,  and  even  with  a  d^lared  iH  oimnon 

ef 
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of  tbr  morak  of  one  of  the  party,  aoch  m  wm^ 
i^lually  delivered  in  the  said  letter  by  bim,  the  said 
Ha3tiiigs,  of  Nundcomar  (and  which,  time  has 
sboH-D,  he  wi^  alap  on  good  gp-ound  have  con- 
ceived of  others)  was,  in  the  circmnstancea  of  a 
CFiminal  inquiry,  a  motive  highly  disgraceful  to  the 
honour  of  Government,  aod  destiiictive  of  impartial 
jiMtice,  by  holding  oat  tihe  gnsatest  of  aU  possible 
temptaiion  to  fiilse  accusalion,  to  corrupt  ttad 
factious  conspiracies,  to  perjury,  and  to  every  species* 
of  injustiM  and  oppreaaioa^ 

XIV. 

That  in  GOnaequence  of  the  aforesaid  naotivesi 
and  others  pretanded,  which  were  by  no  oieou  a 
sufficient  justification  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
he  did  appoint  the  woman  aforesaid,  called  Munny 
Bcytnm,  who  had  been  of  the  lowest  and  most 
diaeredilable  order  in  society,  according  to  the  ideas 
prevaleni;  in  India,  but  from  whom  he  received  seve* 
ralsuns  of  money,  to  be  guardian  to  the  Nabob  in 
prefiereDce  to  his  own  mother,  and  to  admifmier  the 
qflnrt  qf  the  g&oernment  in  the  place  of  the  said 
Mahomed  {leza  Khan,  the  second  Mussulman  io 
rank  after  the  Nabobs  and  the  first  in  knowledge, 
gravity,  weight,  and  character,  among  the  Mussol* 
men  of  that  province.  And  in  order  to  try  every 
madiod,  and  to  tafaa^  every  chance  for  his  destn2Ctk>D, 
the  asi^  Wanea  12astiiKs  did  anlicioufily  and  opi- 

pressively 
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pressively  keep  him  under  confinement,  for  a  part 
of  the  time,  without  any  inquiry,  and  afterwards, 
with  a  slow  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two  years 
together. 

XV. 

Hiat  notwithstanding  a  total  revolution  in  the 
potvier.  In  part  avowedly  made  for  his  destruction, 
the  persons  appointed  for  his  trial  did,  on  full 
Inquiry,  completely  acquit  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
tChdn  of  the  criminal  charges  against  him,  oh 
account  of  which .  he  had  been  so  long  persecuted 
and  confined,  and  suffered  much  in  mind,  body, 
tod  foittirte ;  and  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their 
letter  of  the  3d  of  March  1 775,  testify  their 
satisfaction  in  the  conduct  and  result  of  the  sdd 
inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restoration  of  the  said 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  to  liberty,  and 'to  the  offices, 
which  he  had  lately  held,  which  comprehended  the 
ttan^gement  of  the  Nabob's  househol<^,  and  the 
gi^heral  superintendency  of  the  justice  of  Bengal ; 
but  according  to  the  orders  of  tlie  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, his  appointhients  were  reduced  to  thirty 
ihousand  pounds  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  of  which 
he  did  make  grieifous  complairt  on  account  of  thij 
expenses  attendant  on  hid  station,  and  the  heavy 
debts,  ^Mch  he  had  been  obliged  to  contract 
dtiring  hi&  unjtkst  persecutioh  and  imprisonment 
ftfdtesdd. 

tot.  xji.  A  A  XVL  That 
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XVI. 

That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Khin  from  the  superintendency  of  the  criminal 
justice,  and  in  consequence  of  letting  the  province 
of  Bengal  in  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  several 
dangerous  and  mischievous  innovations  were  made 
by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  criminal 
justice  of  the  country  was  almost  wholly  subverted, 
and  great  irregularities  and  disorders  did  actually 
ensue. 

XVII. 

That  the  Council-General,  established  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  year  1773,  did  restore  the  said 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  with  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  Nabob  (but  under  a  protest  from 
the  said  Warren  Hastings)  to  his  liberty,  and  to  hii 
offices,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  given 
by  the  Court  of  .Directors  as  aforesaid ;  and  thq 
Court  of  Directors  did  approve  of  the  s«ud  ap- 
pointment, and  did  assure  the  said  Mahomed  Reza 
Kh4n  of  their  favour  and  protection,  as  long  as 
his  conduct  should  merit  the  same,  in  the  following 

terms.:  as  V  the  abilities  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n 
'^  have  been  sufficiently  manifested ;  as  official 
^'  experience  qualifies  him  for  so  high  a  station  in 
"  a  more  eminent  degree  than  any  other  native, 
"  with  whom  the  Company  has  been  connected; 
"  and  as  no  proofs  of  malead  ministration  have 

*f  bee« 
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^'  been  established  against  him,  either  during,  the 
'^  strict  investigation  of  his  conduct,  or  since  his 
**  retirement,  we  cani^ot  under  all  circumstances 
"  but  approve  your  recommendaticMi  of  him  to 
**  the  Nabob  to  constitute  him  his  Naib.      We 
'^  are  well*  pleased  that  he  has  received  that  ap- 
'*  pointment,  and  authorize  you  to  assure  him  of 
"  our  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  the 
"  interest  of  the  Company,  and  a  proper  discbarge 
''  of  the    duties  of  his  station  shaU    render  him 
"  worthy  of  our  protection."     And  the  said  Ma- 
homed Keza  Kh&n  did  continue  to  execute  tlie 
same  without  any  complaint  what8oeve*r  of  mal- 
versation or  negligence,  in  any  manner  or  degree, 
in  his  said  ofGce. 

XVIII. 

I 

That  in  March  1778  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
under  colour  that  the  Nabob  had  completed,  bis 
twentieth  year,  and  had  desired  to  be  placed  in  the 
entire  and  uncontrolled  management  of  his  own 
affairs,  and  that  Mahotned  Reza  Kh4n  should  be 
removed  from  his  office,  and  that  Mumiy  Begum 
his  step^mother,  the  dancing«girl  afores^d,  ''  should 
^^  take  on  herself  the  management  of  the  Nizaniut 
^*  [the  government  and  general  superintendfency  of « 
"  criminal  justice]  without  the  interlerence  of  any 
*'  person  whatsoever;"  and,  notwithstanding  the 
contradictions  in  the  pretended  applications  from 

A  A  2  the 
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^e  N^bot^  mth  wboae  iocapacity  for  all  affim  he 
was  well  £M>quiiU£Ktod,  did,  io  defiance  of  the  otden 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  aod  without  regurd  to 
tile  io&iny  of  an  arrangement,  made  for  the  evi- 
dent and  d^claied  purpose  of  delireiiog  not  only 
the  family  with  the  prince,  but  the  g^vemoi^it  and 
justice  cf  a  great  kingdom,  into  such  iawifficient, 
cornipt,  and  scandalous  hands;  and  though  fae  kaq 
declared  his  opinion,  "  that  our  national  character 
^^  18  concerned  in  tlie  character,  which  the  Nabob 
'^  may  obtain  in  the  publick  <^inion,''  an  obtaining 
a  majority  in  Council,  without  any  complaint,  real 
or  pretended,  remove  the  said'  Mahomed  Reza  &om 
all  his'oifices,  and  did  partition  his  salary  a^  a  spoil 
in  the  foHowiug  manner : — to  Munny  Begum,  the 
dancing-girl  aforesaid,  an  additional  allowance  of 
seventy-two  thousand  rupees    [^.7,200]  a  year; 
to  the  Nabob's  own  mother  but  half  that  sum, 
that  is  to  say,  36,000  rupees  [jg.  3,600]  a  year ; 
to  Rajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar  (whom  ba 
had  described    as  a  weak   young  ipan),  72,000 
rupees   [£.  7,200]  a  year,   as  controller  of  tha 
household ;  and  to  a  magistrate,  called  Sudder  ul 
Hock,  who  in  r»l  subserviency  to  the  said  Mimny 
Begum   was  nominally  to  act  in  the  department 
of  criminal  justice,  78,000  rupees  [JO-  79800]   a 
year ;  the  total  of  which  allowances  exceedii^  the 
salary  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhSn  by  18,000  rupees 
[J!.  1,800]  yearly  he  did,    for  the  cornj|>t  and 

scandalous 
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^eandafeus  purposes)  afbreMeici,  onter  tbte>  saniid  M 
bo^  itf ad»  up  from  the  Company's  tvea^ry. 

XIX. 

That  Mr.  Frands  and  Mr.  Whetfei^  bdving  lAovedf 
that  the  execution  oS  the  aforesaid  arrangemeirt, 
the  whole  expense  of  which,  ordinary  and  extraor- 
dinary, was  charged  upon  the  Company's  treasury^ 
and  therefore  eould  not  be  even  coloui^bly  d^spoded* 
of  at  tile  pretended  will  of  the  said  Nabob,  might 
be  susipeDdied  until  tiie  pleasure  of  tiie  Court  of 
Dirediors  thereon  should  be  known ;  and  thef  sa^e' 
faeing  resohred'  agreeably  to  law  by  a  majority  of 
tlie  Council  then  present^  the  sfeiid  Hastings,  urgihg 
aa>  vioientiy  the  immediate  execution  of  his  corrupt 
project,  and  having  obtained^  by  ti)e  return  of 
Bnehard^  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  majonty  in  Council  iii 
his  own  casting  vote^  did 'rescind  the  aforesaid  reso- 
lution, and  did  carry  into  immediate^  execution  the^ 
aforesaid  most  unwarrantable,  mischievous,  and 
scandalous  design. 

XX* 

Thattbe  cooaequences,  which  might  be  expeeted^ 
firoiB  9oeh  apian  of  administration,  did  almost  in- 
fltandy  flow^  from  it:  For  the  person  appointed  to 
execute  one  of  the  offices,  which  had  been  filled  by 
Mbboioed  Re^  Kfa&ti,  did  deon  find,  that  the 
ranucbS''  of  Munny  Begum  began  to  employ  their 
power  with  superiority  and  insolence  in  di  tiie 

A  A  3  concerns 
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Qonceros  of  Govenunent,  and  the  administraticMi  of 
justice,  aod  did  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  oiBces 
relative  to  the  same  for  their  corrupt  purposes,  and 
to  rob  the  Nabobs  servants  of  their  due  allowances; 
atid  in  his  letter  of  the  ist  September  1778,  he  sent 
a  complaint  to  the  Board,  stating^  ^'  that  certain 
^f  bad  *men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the 
^\  Nabob  s  temper,  by  whose  instigation  he  acts." 
And  after  complaining  of  the  slights  he  received 
from  the  Nabob,  he  adds,  ''  thus  they  cause  the 
^  Nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes  with  indigmty,  at 
^^  others  with.kindness,  just  as  they  think  proper  to 
^  advise  him :  their  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  me 
^'  to  displeasure  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they 
^'  may  force  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or 
to  join  with  them,  and  act  by  their  advice,  and 
appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to  the 
^\  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw 
"  profit  to  themselves." 


ii 


XXI. 

That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  Govemour, 
the  said  superintendent  of  justice  did  inform  him, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  of  the  audacious  and 
corrupt  manner,  in  which  by  violence,  fraud,  and 
forgery,  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum  had  abused 
the  Nabob  s  name,  to  deprive  the  Judicial  and  exe- 
cutory officers  of  justice  of  the  salaries,  which  they 
ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  Company's  treasury, 

in 
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in  the  following  words : — "  Tlie  Begum  s  ministers, 
'*  before  my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their  coun- 
**  sellors,  caused  the  Nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in 
**  consequence  of  which  they  received,  at*tif  o  dif- 
**  ferent  titnes,  near  50,000  rupees  \£.  5,ooa]  in 
**  the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  Adawlut,  Fous- 
dary,  &c.  from  the  Company's  Circars;  and 
having  drawn  up  an  account- current  in  the  fnan- 
ner  they  wished^  they  had  got  the  Nabob  to  sign 
it,  and  sent  it  to  me."  And  in  the  same  letter 
he  asserts,  '^  that  these  people  had  the  Nabob 
^*  entirely  in  their  power.** 

XXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  upon  this  repre- 
sentation, did,  notwithstanding  his  late  pretended 
opinion  of  the  fitness  and  the  right  of  the  Nabob  to 
the  sole  administration  of  his  own  affairs,  authorita- 
tively forbid  him  firom  any  interference  therein,  and 
ordered  that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  the  magis- 
trate aforessdd ;  to  which  the  Nabob  did,  notwith- 
standing his  pretended  independence,  yield  an  im- 
mediate and  unreserved  submission ;  foir  the  said 
Hastings's  order  being  given  on  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber at  Calcutta,  he  received  an  answer  from  Mux- 

adavad  on  the  third,  in  the  following  terms : . 

"  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure  I  have  relinquished 
'^  all  concern  with  the  affairs  of  the  Fousdary 
"  And  Adawlu^  leaving  the  entire  management 
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*'  in  Judder  ul  Hock's  hands."  Which  said  or- 
cumstance,  as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly 
proves  that  all  the  Nabob's  actions  wer«  in  truth. 
and  fact  entirely  governed  by  the  influence, of  tJiQ, 
said  Hastings;  and  that  however  the  said  Hastings 
may  have  publickly  discouraged  the  corrupt  trans- 
actions, of  the  said  Court,  yet  he  did  secretly  up- 
hold the  authority  and  influence  of  Munny  Begum^ 
who  did  entirely  direct,  with  his  knowledge  and 
countenance,  all  the  proceedings  therein.     For 

XXIIL 

That  on  the  1 3th  of  the  same  month  of  Septem- 
ber he  did  receive  a  further  complaint  of  the  cor- 
rupt apd  fraudulent  practices  of  tb^  chief  eum^:h 
o(  th^  said  Munny  Begum ;  and ,  tbe$|e  corrqpt 
practices  did  so  continue  and  increase,  tb^t  on  tl^e 
loth  of  October  1778  h^  was  obliged  t^  cqvfess^ 
in  the  strongest  terms,  tlie  pernicious  cpQsqq^qqes-^ 
of  his  before-c;'eated  unwarrantable,  and  illegjaji 
arrwgements ;  for,  in  a  letter  of  th^t  date  tp  the 
Nabob,  he  expresses  himself  as  fQllqw^,:  "  At.yQW. 
*'  Excellency  s.request,  I  sent  Suddj^ nl  HpcI^KWll. 
''  to  tak^  on  him  the  adcninistraAipn  of  tliQ  aj&irs 

of  the  Adawlut  and   Fouzdaiy,  and.  1^9jp^  l^y. 

that  mean?  not.only  to  bavp  ^v.ens^ijl^^^tiQu.tQ 

jrouf  i;xpeUency,  but.  thftt^  t^rQug^  hi*  nt»Utjps .. 

aixd  ^xperi^nce^  t{ies%  aflfp^  \vp,wl4.  ^ays-  ^H^en . 
"  cctft^uAjed  iA.supJti  xom^exQ»,  to  bw^vft^pcw^. 

.  "'  the 
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^^  tbe  pea^e  o€  tbp  coiudry,  and.  the  hgEtppmess  of 
tba  peopla ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  coDceni  I 
lea^n,  tlmt  Uii3  measure  is  so.  fisn:  fcom  being  at*' 
tended  v^ith  the  expected  ad¥aid»geS)  that  th^ 
^^  a&iFs  both  of  the  Fouzdarrj  aod  Adawlut  are 
^^  in  the  greatest  collusion  imagjnabl^  and  dnily 
robberies  and  murders  are  peipebBted  tbrough- 
out  tbe  country.  This  is.  evidently  owing  to  the 
''  want  of  a  proper  s^uthority  in  the  persoa  ap* 
pointed  to  superintend  them.  I  therefore  ad- 
dressed your.  ^xpellenc;yi  on*  the  importance  atid 
delicacy  of  the  affairs  inqiiestjoqi  and  of  t)M 
necQssily  of:lodgj<ig  full  powai:in,thebaads  of  thoi 
per^^  chosfsn  to  admini^tf^r.  tfa^m^  in  reply  tp> 
''  wlfifih  your  Excellency  expressed  sentiments  cx^ 
incident* with min^;  nnt^tbstanding wtuch^yowi 
dependants  and  pooplf^  actufLted  ky  mlfisk  oili 
ofcaricifim  vieeosy  hav^  ^  their,  intei^mse  4t> 
mppd^the^lmnes^M  to  throiu  ihe^wMe  countngt, 
in/A  ^  sfqte  9f  oo^usm.;  fvom  'fvf^f¥4km§^ 
can  reirief^  it,  btU  an  unfimte4  pmer  hnigf^i 
in,  th^ hatf4f'  of  the.  superi^teutknt-  I  tbere^Msa/ 
requfiist  ths^  your^  Excellency  wiU  g^tlw  strictest 
'^  itfttwctians .  to  all  your.  depwdaQtB  no6  ta  uitar-- 
'^  fcjpre  in  wy^  ismikex  with  any  matter  relative*  to* 
^^  the  affairs  of,  th^  A4awhit,aodJ?ou9flw^;.  and' 
'^  that  you  will  yourself  ralinquwh  ail  inlM^FeDkqfti 
''  tl^ein,  and.l^aye  theniecrtiraly  t^tbe  managiK* 

^*  JOOfflit^of  Sudder  ul  Hock  KhAn :  this  is  absolutely 
^  «  necessary 
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**  necessary  to  restore  tl)e  country  to  a  state  of 
"  tranquillity."  And  he  concluded  by  again  re- 
commending the  Nabob  to  withdraw  all  interference 
with  the  administrator  aforesaid;  **  otherwise  a 
"  measure,  which  I  adopted  at  your  Excellency's 
"  request,  and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfaction^  and 
**  the  benefit  of  the  coilntry,  will  be  attended  with 
^  quite  contrary  effects,    and  bring  discredit  on 


•^  me." 


XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  letter  afore- 
ftaidy  in  which  he  so  strongly  condemns  the  acts, 
and  so  clearly  marks  out  the  mischicTOus  effects 
of  the  corrupt  influence,  under  which  alone  the 
Nabob  acted,  and  under  which  alone,  from  his 
known  incapacity,  and  his  dependence  on  the  per- 
son supported  by  the  said  Hastings,  he  could  act, 
did  propose  to  put  all  the  oflices  of  justice  (which 
on  another  occasion  he  had  requested  him  to  per- 
mt  to  remain  in  the  hands,  which  then  held  tliem) 
into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or  rather  the 
woman  and  eunuchs,  who  governed  him,  "  that  if 
^'  his  Excellency  has  any  plan  for  the  management 
"  of  the  afiairs  in  future,  be  pleased  to  communicate 
"  it  to  me,  and  every  attention  shall  be  paid  to 
«  give  your  Excellency  satisfaction."  By  which 
means  not  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the 
whole  system  of  justice  was  to  be  afloat,  and  to  be 

subject 
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jAibject  to  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  corrupt 
cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs. 

XXV. 

That  the  CJourt  of  Directors,  on  receiving  an 
account  of  the  above  arrangements^  and  being  well 
apprized  of  the  spirit,  intention,  and  probable  effect 
of  the  same,  did,  in  a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  man- 
ner, express  their  condemnation  of  the  measure, 
and  their  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pre- 
tended grounds  and  reasons,  on  which  the  same  was 
supported ;  marking  distinctly  his  prevarication  and 
contradictions  in  the  same,  and  pointing  to  him 
their  full  conviction  of  the  unworthy  motives,  on 
which  he  had  made  so  shameful  an  arrangement ; 
telling  him,  iti  the  1 7th  paragraph  of  their  general 
letter,  of  the  4th  of  February,  1 779,  "  the  Nabob's 
*'  letters  of  the  25th  and  30th  of  August,  of  the 
"  3d  of  September,  and  17th  of  November,  leave 
^^  us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  this  extraardi- 
"  nary  business  being  to  bring  forward  Munny 
^^  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper 
'^  power  and  influence,  notwithstanding  our  former 
''  declaration,  that  so  great  a  part  of  the  Nabob's 
^^  allowance  had  been  embezzled  and  misapplied 
^^  under  her  superintendence." 

XXVI. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  censure  and  con- 

.  demnation 
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4emBati6ii  of  the  unwwraatabte  mwauces  rf  tib» 
said  Warren  Hastings  bj(  the  Courtt  of  Siiectoia^ 
on  the  aforesaid  and. other  weighty  and  substantial 
grounds,  they  did  order,  mid  £rect  as  follows,  in  the 
90th  parag^ph  of  the  ^neral.  letter  of  the  same 
date:  ^'  M  we  deem  it  for  the  weUm  of  tfaa 
'^  Gountry,  tb«t  the  offloe  oi  N«ub  Soubadar  be  ibr 
"  the  present  continued,  and  that  this  high  office 
*^  should  be  filled  by  a  pecsoa  of  wiadooij  expcfti^ 
'^  ence,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to  the  Gompanyf ; 
<<  and  aa.we  have  no  reason  to  alter  tbeoj^mon 
<(  gj^veu  of  Mab4»ned  Sew  Kbtoi.  in  our  kitw  o£ 
*^  the  2Ath  of  Deoember  1776^  we  posktvely  <]^iMt 
''  that^ypUiforthwithfSigRify  tathe  Nebeib^  Mobafek 
''  ul  Dowla^  our  pleasunTey  tba4  ^Iflihootedi  Rem 
^^  KMn  be  immediately  i^esboned  tp  the  offioe  o£* 
*^  Naib.Soubadar ;  and  we  further  dkreet^  tiiat  Mia- 
**  homed  Reza  KhAn^  be  a^iin  asstu-ec)  of  the  con-' 
<<  tinuance  of  our  favoursf  so  long  aaa  firm  attfech-^ 
'^  ment  to  tb^  interests  of  the  Companyi^  and'  3- 
"  propier  discharge  of  the  duties  of  bir  afeailioiiefaaU 
^\  render  lui»  wortiiy^  of  owpsoteGlion." 

XXVU- 

Tba^t  the  aforesaid  di^^ctioadid  cmprefia  ilaoch' 
evident  and  cogent  reason^  aiid  wae^ao-faf  eaibroed' 
by  justice  to  individuals,  and  by  regard  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  06  the  natives,  as  well  as  by 
thi&  comiDWi  d«H)n«i  to  beicd^eerrad  in  all  the 

transactions 
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l^aMMtitfis  of  GfH^efBineiM,  that  the  3$id  Hartbgi 
ougbt  to  hwe  vieMed  a  olKeriul  obedience  thereto^ 
even  if  fae  had  not  been  by  a  positive  'statute,  and 
his  nebtnon  of  eervmit  to  the  Compeaiyy  bcmnd  M 
thai  jofit  subBiiasicn.  Yet  the  said  Haataogs  did^ 
wbhout  deoyiBg  ^r  eradtng  any  one  (tf  the  reaaMs 
cMnigned  by  the  Court  of  Dk^ectoss,  or  controvert** 
ing  the  aoandaious  motifes  «si^ed  by  them  iut 
bis  conducty  contumaciooily  refoae  obedience  to 
the  above  positive  order,  on  preteace  tiiat  tbe 
Nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  it<mTeoord  ^  to  be  aa 
visible  as  tbe  li^  of  the  sun,  is  a  mere  pageant^ 
and  without  even  the  shadow  of  authority,"  did 
dissent  from  the  same ;  and  he  did  encourage  the 
said  Nabob,  or  Fallier  tbe  eonuoto,  tiie  cxirmpt 
aunkters  of  Manny  Begum,  to  oppose  himself  and 
tbemselvea  to  the  authority  of  the  said  Court  of 
Directors ;  by  which  means  the  amungemen^  direa 
tiflQes  either  ratted,  or  expra»ty  ordered  by  tineaa^ 
was  wiioUy  defeated ;  tiie  aforesaid  corrupt  syatean 
was  centUMied ;  Mahomed  Reza  Kfa&n  was  not  re- 
stored to  his  office ;  and  a  lesson  was  taught  to  tbe 
natives  of  all  ranks,  that  the  declared  approbatkn^ 
the  avowed  sanction,  and  the  decided  authority  ef 
the  Court  of  Directors,  were  wholly  nugatory  to 
tbeir  protection  against  the  corrupt  infliienoe  of 
their  terraots. 

XXVIIL 
the  said  Warren  UastingB^  on  a  i^con- 

ciliatiou 


shculd  eipptove,  to  his  preBODCe ;  aYid  iftid  itepeA 
tiie  laid  order  in  the  foUo^f(iagpere«ipCory  maimer: 
*'  you  mutt  forbid  umf  person  of  tlmt  nation  to  b* 
*'  intruded  into  your  preseBce,  witiioat  his  intrcH 
**  duction*"  And  he  did  itsquit^  his  ikbedieitt^  in 
tiM  fbUo^pvittg  authoritative  style :  **  I  thaU  think 
'*  mys^tf  oblige  to  ititerf(^re  in  €m9ther  mMtmei^, 
^  ifyouA«gteeCit." 

ThM;  hd  the  taid  Watren  HaMiiigl^did  ittMk  thg 
captive  coaditiDii  of  the  said  Nabdb  by  infonnlng 
kin^  in  his  iiaperiaus.  Instructions  aforesaid,  Ihat 
this  total,  blind,  and  implicit  ob^dience^  in  every 
respect  whatsoerer^  to  Sir  John  Doyley  atid  bkn- 
self  personally^  and  without  any  refer^iee  to  the 
Board,  "  was  the  vei^  vendition  of  the  eompliattce^ 
<<  of  the  Govemour-General  and  Councfl  with  Ub 
^^  late  requisition  f  which  requisition  was,  tUltf  M 
should  enjoy  Uufre^  mid  uncmtroUed  tiitaiig6- 
Bsent  of  Us  own  aiairs.  And  thotrgh  the  ittid  eap- 
fel?e  did  offer,  as  he  the  s^id  Histihgs  hitnMlf  ad^ 
ttita,  Jktr  lades  of  his  stifysdd,  at  ^Utt  tntae  i^irc^ 
to  sateen  laclcs,  for  the  free  use  bf  the  tetmdkisty 
yet  he  did  plac^  bi#r  the  said  I^abob  in  (he  state 
of  servitude  in  the  said  inskfuclfond  kdd  down  %uf 
a  v«ry  short  time  aftetf  he  h^  asfsmi^  and  used 
tba  said  Nabob's  independent  rights  ta  a  ^ibeMT 
te  t«filsitlg  to  obey  fhe  Cottptii^s  eMlei!^;  aMi 

although 


AGAINST   WARREN    HASTINGS.  369 

although  be  ha^  declared,  or  pretended,  on  another 
occasion,  which  he  would  have  thought  similar, 
that  any  attempt  to  limit  the  household  expenses  of 
the  Nabob  of  Oude  was  an  indignity,  f^  which  no 
man  living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  or 
dependent  his  condition  in  it,  would  permit  to  be 
"  exercised  by  any  other,  without  the  want  or 
*'  forfeiture  of  every  manly  principle." 

XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order  the 
said  stipend  (which  was  to  be  distributed,  in  the 
minutest  particular,  accordmg  to  the  said  Hastings's 
personal  directions)  to  be  paid  monthly,  not  to  any 
officer  of  the  Nabob,  but  to  the  said  Resident  Sur 
John  Doyley.  And  whereas  the  Govemour-Ge- 
neral  and  Council  did,  on  the  appointment  of  Ma- 
homed Reza  Kh^n,  according  to  their  duty,  instruct 
him,  that  "  he  do  conform  to  the  orders  of  the 
"  Company,  which  direct,  that  an  annual  account 
'^  of  the  Nabob's  expenses  be  transmitted,  through 
''  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar,  for  the  inspection  of 
''  this Boardj' — the  said  Hastings,  in  making  his 
new  establishment  in  favour  of  his  Resident,  did 
wholly  omit  tiie  said  instruction,  and  did  confine 
the  said  communication  to  Aim^  privately.  And 
in  fact  it  does  not  appear  that  any  account  what* 
soever  of  the  disposition  of  the  said  large  sum,  ex- 
ceeding «£•  i60y000  sterling  a  year,  has  been  laid 

VOL.  XII.  B  M  before 
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hehrt  tte  Boimi',  6f  at  feaisf  tharf  Mf  such  iMemtti^ 
li)f^  heevt  ttfMBtnitt^  i&  the  Courtf  d#  D«k«e«Msr ; 
Md  it  is  MtMtti^  tilaf  itny  Blitfefr  stertsnt  ^  tto 
C^oinpany  shocdd  Httv6  tbtf"  nifttiffg^meii^  of  ny 
fmbliek  tnoiii^y  mucEf  le^  o#  66  gtieat » smn;  #fth* 
dut  tf  pubfiek  tt^U-vMched  M^OHAtrof  (he  spedflck' 
^jtperaitufe  tucfeor. 

XXXII. 

That  the  Court  of  Directbrs  did,  on  the  17th  of 
Mfty*  T766,  propo^  certaitr  rules  f«r  rfegbklh^  the 
eotnspottdattti  of  tfie  Re«dtint  #itli  the  Nritob  of 
Bsngal,  id  whicRrtbey  did  direct^  tti  ttpektf^n^ittt 
ffirsddi«guk(sott8',  as-  fdStM/b  (Pitttpttph  tUfik) : 

*  yft  trouUl  hate  Ri»  tiorfcfispoitdeaee  toh&ctofikd 
**  cm  #il£-tH«  :Sdtet  CbMMMe^  Cbrough  (beefaamtd 
"  of  thef  Ptcsideuii;  he  sImM  ktnep  «  Soff  of  <d 
**'  li6s  tittUMctitM.  Kb  e6ttesp<tndfenee  ^ritlSf  tbe 
<^  tuttiv«d  Mttff  A;  putUd^  eomkicted;  copieo  ef 
"'  /ti?Ms' feftefB,  s^rrt'  and  neeieived,  be  traantaiitted 
'^  ihttttOiiy  i»  t9i«  n-«»idMtiy,  irii!r  A(|^icates  aid 

*  tfipUcaCto  to  btf'  thMMiHMtf  hoiaef  ki<m  gowrat 

*•  pnebet  By  «v«fy  sttp:* 

XXXIIL 

that  the  Phitidbnt  ttbd  9e)ec!t'€%ttUid«lee'(L<ttd 
Cfiv6  being  thm  llPtisidM^  did  apprdv«  df  tiW 
whole  nbtmMpAtt  of  tfrcftd*-  negulattoit  (»i 
diary  excep«ed)!;  and  ttteprihd^k;  ih  idl  MMtRiM 

of 
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of  afcoMiV  MglM  ^  ^^^  ^^»  stvictlf  idberedl  to). 
ivteinrw  KmitationS'  ttiay  httvec  biseiD  giami'  ib  tta 
office  of  Resident  Yet  be  tbid  sfticb  Wsmnt  JHfott<' 
ings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good  rules,  orders, 
and  late  precedent  in  conformity  to  the  same,  did 
not  only  withhold  any  order  for  the  purpose,  but,  iu 
order  to  carry  on  the  business  of  tlie  said  Durbar 
in  a  ^^laMdfcdtind  AiaifMr  ft)F'  falV o^n^  ^Hi^ofib^  4'tIA^ 
as  aforesaid,  eJMkide  dtt^£hgltiih  itofti  M  intercourse 
with  the  Nabob,  who  might  carry  complaints  or 
representations  to  the  Board,  or  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, of  his  condition  or  ike  conduct  of  the  Resi<« 
dent;:  uMHA  fiuiher^.  to  intM,  BlitptlBAhke  ptb- 
Ucity;»  jmiiwltfti^  to  hkm^  t»  give^  the  fjd^ftvefitt  10» 
vcoImI  GBmoHiaidalioni  ahow  lettdisp  in  the  werdii 
fdkimnff  ofi  th^r  ^  Mkks^  kiar iMttutfibiia  i» 
AfeNolHlb:  ''  akhougb-  Itdiamitork)  n9(Atmya» 
**  ItttamtmstfBmMf^  ya^ja^nmiy gattw  wiBr wdwsi 
""'  ifMck  cauta<M)berad#avi(i^cjy^^  iq^Miir^M 
^  ^ ONit^prf AfiKwq  I  imn  thab  jpoui^iUr  o»  Mob 
McasiaM  g^'  yadr  crdcTr  ti^  Jiioiif  wiyttin§ 
sutb^iitte  MD^sOai  mity  dirsiRK»tQ«hai^  ioofirivteA 
tw  anp  add  Iv«p«rtiHlnfaig  wttji ^Mhm  c^nMvH 
witt  gjwpaniitmdiwitv ^^ tiiedMwfraiitiafildlQi) 
^  KpljfrcmaMliil^thMii"  AM^rdtngigiJ^  nn  nekh 
tion  whate)#pe9  bw  bertt  oioiiTadi  bj»  th#i  Gwtt  «f 
oittoiiaU  Nitebb  aOniv^  Mif  «iy  a«* 
•0  tlte.  dMi^  iDOOlU}^'  paid^  aKfi||i>  front 
publick  fame,  which  reports  that  his  dSmm  are  io 

B  3  ?  ff^at 
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great  disorder,  his  servants  unpaid,  and  manj  of 
them  dismissed,  and  all  the  Mussulmen  dependant 
on  his  family  in  a  state  of  indigence. 


XVIII.  THE  MOGUL  DELIVERED  UP 
TO  THJK  MAHRATTAS- 


L 

THAT  Sh&h  AUmn,the  prince,  commcmly  calied 
the  Great  Mogul,  or,  by  eminence,  The  King,  is, 
or  lately  was,  in  the  possession  of  the  ancient  capi- 
tal of  Hindostan;  and  though  without  any  consider- 
able territory,  and  without  a  revenue  sufficient  to 
maintain  a  moderate  state,  he  b  still  much  respected 
and  considered ;  and  the  custody  of  his  person  is 
eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  princes  in  India,  oh 
account  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  his  title  and  au- 
thority ;  and  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  East- 
India  Company  that,  while  on  one  hand  no  wars 
shall  be  entered  into  in  support  of  his  pretensions, 
on  the  other  no  st^s  should  be  taken,  which  may 
tend  to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the 
powerful  states  of  that  country ;  but  tiiat  he. should 
he  treated  with  friendship,  good  fidth,  and  respect- 
ful attention. 

11.  That 
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II. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  this 
safe,  just,  and  honourable  policy,  strongly  prescribed 
and  enforced  by  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, did '  (at  a  time  when  he  was  engaged  in  a  ne- 
gotiation, the  declared  purpose  of  which  was  to  give 
peace  to  India)  concur  with  the  Captain-General 
of  the  Mahratta  state,  called  Madajee  Scindia,  in 
hostile  designs  against  the  few  remaining  territories 
of  that  same  Mogul  Emperour,  by  virtue  of  whose 
grant  the  Company  actually  possess  the  govern* 
ment,  and  enjoy  the  Revenues^  of  great  provinces, 
and  alto  against  the  possessions  of  a  Mahomedan 
Chief  called  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  person  of  much  merit 
with  the  East-India  Company ;  in  acknowledgment 
of  which  they  had  granted  him  a  pension,  included 
in  th^  tribute  due  to  the  king,  and,  together  with 
that  tribute,  taken  {r(Aa  him  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  though  expressly  guarantied  to  him  by 
the  Company.  With  both  these  powers  the  Com- 
pany had  been  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at 
peace  at  the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concur- 
rence in  a  design  against  them  ;  and  the  said  Hast- 
ings hath  since  declared,  that  the  right  of  one  of 
them,  namely,  '^  the  right  of  the  Mogul  Emperour 
"  to  our  assistance  has  been  constantly  acknow- 
"  lodged." 

B  B  3  III..  That 
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III. 

Xbat  tbe  wd  W«rreB  H«aUngR,  (U  the  fthoe  of 
.4^  rbEe^^otoK>ui  f^oacuiwQM  -in  « ^esigo  ugainA  a 
fmWf  •wiwdb  )h9  waa  Jwoaelf  of  «|pinioB  we  vere 
iM»iw4  l9  MsMv  md  iig^«t  whom  there  vi^  qd 
4avht  h^  /iv»6  IbwDd  oeHW  (to  ifosm  nor  .to  concur 
fip  4^  ib^tJle  4i|t€|iqf»ty  did  ^weacautioo  to  iCokmol 
Jiluir,  4m  'whmi.:to»aq8(>tiabw^ferewid  y»s  i&e 
|rwt#4^iep^iPftittC^4i€  Coo^pany,  agunst  ^  i9- 
<<  ^eititpig  vwy  thipg  in  Ijbe  tiReaty,  wiuoh  tnt^ 
<<  ^^ifm^sil^  mark  4»ur  immokdgt  ^  Jbtip  [^  lAa¥* 
'^  ,j;atta  '(SoDeral's]  views  .«r  tCoi2i;v/)raHC^  i#»  thmL-" 
Wi^cb  iIAMI  trapsa^oB  ^raa  fiiM  of  di^plicky  aini 
4mid;  «Md  the  ioriias^iof  ttih^  ^^ad  Dastwgs  4bmeii 
JiitfgWiVrtftdJy  Up  ba^wg  aom^  ^teaiis  JMose^^vitli* 
^d  liie  txihHtn,  w^kh  \ijf  ^aty  waa  aakontfgr 
llgwed  ito  J)ie  |>ajd  Ao  tbie  mM  kiagi  oil  f»^^ 
heMithfidwn.hiiiM^l^  i£pr  4dhe  r^q9veI7  fif  h^a  sitf 
of  DyaUijffOB  ^he  jH«4ectiaa«f  (1^  Mabmttaa,  mbom 
tbe  md  Wmbw  SlMlpqgB  4b€ii  ^sailed  ^  ^nahJmd 
enemy , of  tb^  Cooapai^,  #od  kbeig^w^  nf  wkwe 
IK»i^eir,he4JWBifdl«gpdl^  hp<l»ighlyfdfli)0w^ 


fore  mentioned,  in  a  design  of  the  Mahrattai^ ^i^Dsft 

the 


t( 
ti 
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Wiuf^w  Jtli^q^  /bad  ^^m^yd^ctoEdd,  ^'  that  ^iMtli 
^^  bin  [*lhe  AIe^]  mt  ooofiexiiaii  1ml  heiw  a  to^ 
kifie  /suspense!,  wd  ifi  wisM  WQsrdo  ^eeit  r$^ 

of  iBei^^  imi  itlfte  lUseimrjjr  lOf  ti^  £^»iNi^W4b 
iiutbwt  j^ifAdiog  <«ae  fidinpt^  lOr  j)Q^siU«  ,1;^ 
'^  ww^^y  i&msk  of  tfimolbe  ^bew6tB^  .]««e(ivii,"  ^tbf 
49id  WaiTEciii  r¥astti3§0  4i4  tiiw^rtbp^ss,  on  ior  |ib9i4 
Iha  'imiUh  ^  M«KQh  a^fs,  wtbUti?  ipriidty  vnmI 
^ODflemtof  tite  rin0fi9bei9»  of  titi^  iBwi^i  «but  ^yjiQ 
liiitbontativ^  ii^t,  .4ii|paiU^  ss  4|§eDtB  of  bw  Jtbf 
Xjk»r«mour<<j^i9n^fil  rmi(^9  Ando0(:ikari|gfiAtopf^ 
£rpvQnBiour*^mmJ  <an4  GoMnoil,  1^  Db^  MDgtit  A9 
tkm^  'baWf  QHtm  ^^moBS^  smotig  -wbowd  vMf 
M^jor  Bnovroie  hihI  Mt^r  iQw^j,  Ao  ti^efcwiit^vf 
Abe  ldiig;0t  J]l|elbi  andtitid  }|h^iie  md^^intP  ^wstow 
iCiElgc(gQiiiMitis  ivritib  »tbe  saiil  kiqg  ^b^Hbe-oiMW  of 
,tb«»e  (^^Qto,  imd'(K4iQf»Fy  #nrcwtM8  fvwate  ifuidi 

larly  for  making  war  in  favour  of  the  said  king, 
against  some  powers  orrprinces  not  precisely  de- 

4wtbM»  totMbiob)  m^fwy^iokn^  frqw^^-^ub- 
jWQUwtfH}iscvipqQdwc&  oserekoenaip^IMUb^nwQdaii 

ifgrnm  k^4h^«iighhwA/0f>^  of  jD^lbi  Jw  .wuty^with 
^  Coimiiq^,  i«nd.Mme  s^4i^j»  «tAh9lt  tw^4plbp 
iMtiiftl  Ai^rvio^  iund  (in  ilvB  app v«Qt  /^oofidence  #)id 
^oMTrj^  tbe  iwd  Jyfqgu);  «Kl-i«r^idrOFd^,Mfjr?r 

Jh^KM^ltoiiiffer^lOctfie  M^  ]|if|g  tpjiriwride  ;^r 

B  B  4  th« 


'i 
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the  entire  expense  of  any  troops  the  Shah  [the  said 
king]  might  require ;  and  the  proposal  was  accord- 
kigly  accept  with  the  conditions  annexed;  by 
which  proposal,  and  acceptance  thereof,  the  East* 
India  Company  was  placed^  in  a  situation  of  great 
and  perplexing  difficulty,  since  either  they  were  to 
engage,  at  ah  unlimited  expense^  in  new  wars,  con- 
trary to  their  orders,  contrary  to  their  general  de- 
clared policy,  and  contrary  to  the  pubUshed  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  state  of  their  finances ;  or,  to 
preserve  peace,  they  must  risk  the  imputation  of  a 
new  violation  of  faith,  by  departing  from  an  agree- 
ment made  on  the  voluntary  proposal  of  their  own 
B^vemment ;  the  agent  of  the  said  Hastings  having 
declared,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  by  him 
communicated  to  the  Board,  '^  that  the  business  of 
"  assisting  the  Sh4h  [the  Mogul  Emperour]  can 
"  and  must  go  on,  if  we  wish  to  be  secure  in  India, 
''  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of  faith  and  honour." 

V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  20th 
day  of  January  1784,  send  in  circulation  to  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  a  letter  to  him  from 
hb  agent,  Major  Browne,  dated  at  Delhi  on  ttie 
30th  of  December  1783,  viz.  that  letter,  to  which 
the  foregobg  references  are  made,  m  whidi  the 
said  Browne   did    directly   press,  and  indirectly 

(though 
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(though  sufficiently  and  strongly)  suggest  several 
highly  dangerous  measures  for  realizing  the  general 
offers  and  engagements  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings ; — proposing,    that    besides  a    proportion  of 
field-artillery,  and  a  train  of  battering  cannon  for 
the  purpose  of  sieges,   six  regiments  of  Sepoys  in 
the  Company's  service  should  be  transferred  to  that 
of  the  said  king,  and  that  certain  other  corps  should 
also  be  raised  for  the  said  service  in  the  English 
provinces   and    dependencies,   to  be  immediately 
under  the  king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders,  and  to  be 
maintained  by  assignments  of  territorial  revenue 
within  the  province  of  Oude,  a  dependent  member 
of  the   British   government,   but  with  a  caution 
against  having  any  British  officer  nvith  the  same ; 
the  said  Major  Browne  expressing  his  caiitibn  as 
followeth ; — "  if  any.  European  officer  be  with  this 
"  corps,  a  very  nice  judgment  indeed  must  direct 
^'  the  choice ;  for  scarce  any  are  in  the  smallest 
"  degree^*  for  such  employ,  but  much  more  likely 
*^  to  do  harm  than  good."     And  the  letter  afore- 
said, being  without  any  observation  thereon,  or  any 
disavowal  of  the  matters  of  fact,  or  of  the  counsels 
so  strongly  and  authoritatively  delivered  therein  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings's  agent,  and  without  any 
mark  of  disapprobation  of-  any  part  of  his  plan, 
whether  that  of  the  assignment  of  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  Company's  allies  for  the  maintenance  of 
troops,. which  were  to  be  by  that  plan  piit  under  the 

orders 


/ 


37^  A(ATiCL;8   or  CU^JBLGZ 

pjrden  of  ^  foi^igo  iadependept  Power,  or  that  ^ 
en^yifif  the  mi  troops  without  aay  Biitith 
ofiioer  with  tbeva ;  or  6>r  his  Akmning  ohservatiw 
i>y  him  entejped  ^o  tb^  Compiwy «  records,  whiGb« 
if  vnot  sn  imptted  oewwa  on  the  najture  of  the 
fi^mce^  in  ^l^h  J%[jtiah  officec^  lare  ^liypfMMod  im* 
|ircf)jQr  to  b^  loieltedf  J3  a  (Stimtg  Xiefloction  ioxi  4he 
pbaracter  of  ftbe  firitwb  ^>ffiiaen^  which  was  to  nso* 
lier  tii^na  unfit  fto  Ji(»  ^fofployod  in  an  bmoi^nibh 
MTOoe^-^the  aaid  Wjmea  Hw^ing^  did  tb^mby 
five  a  countenance  (to  Ah^  .wid  nnfcai;vantaUe  And 
4a()g0r^iis  proposals  .and  veSim:^sm. 

TkmU  <a  Qoniadeiii^l^  Ai«e  Mwe  tbe  jpvodvctioa 
tmd  (cioeiilatim  ^  Mo^r  Browfie's  Jbttor,  'd^  3«id 
Jjbsljngs  nUd  fwter  ta  ^Minule  .of  ^OmsuUatioo*  ^fmr 
jB»mbg«.  f  mp$isitJQfi  ^ifoatlar  ia  /the  gan^ra)  •lAleat 
ika  Hbatiin  Xbe  aaid  Jkttar  c^antaiqed  for  ^assisting  rtlie 
Milgul-w^hiaimUitary  forcis;  ^attbe.athar«iMmbere 
jot  itbe  )foa»d  Aid  disagraa  tber^ to,  and  b^ing 
^farmed  M  the  (dif^pasition  w  atnKigly  )Sbovn  by 
tfbe  «ftid  MattiFigs  to  ^i^ge  «  «ew  wcir^,  a«d  4m^ 
feroiis  Ain^iga  (0Qa»ei(4am»  and  possibly  Jbaiiqg 
tnleMJemee  iikf  ttbe  >ro0aed»^  (of  )m  Mg^f^  4id 
<fiBilnipon  faim.if>(pKodii(ie  Iw  iartmotiaii^  to  liA^ 
.Bnoiiew';  ttid  »betd[idian4ibe$l^pfO0k0bv  ajSgj 

yapo; QUiniwtiiiK  ta  fl^  4baiia^t»acdi^Qnfti  ^rhiobth^ 

had 
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had  givett  to  M^^  Bromie  tbe  pneoeding  Macchf 
the  lime  txf  hb,  tbe  said  BbifowneX  appoinlintvi^ 
in  iwhich  jxpoteaded  iQ0triicti0ns  no  4in)ela«m  «^bat- 
aoevier  ^las  pvmto  the  sffed;  of  bia  Ite  «aid  Hasir 
ings's  Minute  of  Consultation,  or  propounded ;  ibyed 
is  to  say,  no  power  was  given  in  the  said  instruc- 
tions to  maice  a  dtrdot  offer  fof  tuilitarjr  ^aid  lo  the 
Mpgul,  4r  (tp  iorm  Ihe  anpogement^  ataited  iby  tbe 
aaid  BBomne,  in  bis  fetter  io  tiie  aedd  UMtingei,  a^ 
baidog  been  made  !by  tbe  'expneas  (Authority  i>f  tbe 
said  Ha&tiiigs  himself.  iBut  ^the  ^mi  ^Qetcuclapm 
edatmned  nothing  further  on  tlM  .subject  but  a 
oe^oditionftl  directioo,  ibait,  kt  caae  « imlitosy  ^force 
should  ibe  tf*equired  for  the  Mognlls  ^aid  m  qmto> 
tion,  the  major  is  to  iknow  ithe  fiendoe,  (oa  iiehu^  dt 
is  to  be  employed,  and  the  resources,  from  whence 
it  is  to  be  paid ;  and  the  ^instructions  produced  as 
bis  ireal  JMtowttoDs  i^f  ^  said  Hs^atingi  Me  so 
guarded  sis  to  csautioB  4b$  :said  BfOfirae  tigaiost 
kikmg  txmf  p/tri  in  \tht  intrigues  ^  thoeitj  isolw  mt 
akmt  Xhc  1nngsftr$m.  %  uiaob  letters,  inalauo- 
tioQa»  and  ikransactiona,  (Qoai^aiied  'with  ioach  olhei; 
it  appeaivirtiatfthe  toid  Waccen  UaslingB,  a£terak 
months^  /lelaey  in  entering  .of  (contrary  lo  tbe  Comt* 
fmxf(i  Older)  )anjr  inatoxstiona  /to  the  said  Jiromiei 
did  jat  last  filter  a  ftlae  jpaper  .as^tbe  ikrue,  or  that  be 
did  fffm  jotber  secret  jaatructiaos  iotaUy  .different 
inunj  land  'Oicen  x)ppante  ta^  hie  publiok  ostensihle 
inftooctions,  ftoRdby  teideoeiire  ttbeiCQuncil,  and 

to 


JSO  ARTICLES   OF    CHARGE 

to  carry  on,  with  less  obstructiona,  dark  and  dan- 
gerous intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  to  the  true  policy  of  tliis  kingdom, 
and  to  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions  in  the 
East. 

vii. 

That  the  said  letter  from  Major  Browne  was  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  transmitted  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  without  being  accompanied  by  any 
part  of  the  previous  correspondence ;  by  which 
wilful  concealment  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is 
guilty  of  an  high  and  criminal  disrespect  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  of  a  most  iSagrant  breach  - 
and  violation  of  their  orders,  which  he  was  bound 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  obey. 

viii: 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  early  in  the  year 
1784  procured  to  himself  a  deputation  to  act  in 
the  upper  provinces,  the  Council,  being  well  aware 
of  his  disposition  to  engage  in  unwarrantable  de- 
signs against  the  neighbouring  states,  did  expressly 
confine  his  powers  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
actual  residence  within  the  Company's  provinces ; 
but  it  appears  that  ways  were  found  out,  by  which 
he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautions  of  the  Board : 
for  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write  from  Luck- 
now,  the  capital  of  the  comitry  of  Oude,  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  ai  certain  postscript  of  a  letter, 

dated 
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dated  the  4th  of  May  1 784,  in  which  he  informs 
the  Court,  that  the  son  and  heir-apparent  of  the 
Great  Mogul  had  taken  refuge  with  him,  and  ^the' 
Nabob  of  Oude ;  that  he  had  a  conference  with 
that  prince  on  the  1  oth  of  the  same  month  of 
May,  ^*  no  person  being  either  present  or  within 
**  hearinjg; "  during  the  same ;  and  that  in  the  said 
conference  the  prince  had  informed  him  of  the 
distresses  of  his  father,  >and  his  wish  for  the  relief 
of  the  king,  and  the  restoration  of  the  dominions 
of  his  house,  as  well  as  to  rescue  him  from  the 
power  of  certain  persons  not  named,  who  degraded 
him  into  a  mere  instrument  of  their  interested  and 
sordid  designs ;  and  that,  on  a  failure  of  his  appli- 
cation to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  his  father, 
or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to  England ; 
and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  him 
an  answer  to  the  following  effecf ;  "  that  our  [the 
**  Britishj.Govemment  had  just  obtained  relief  from 
^'  a  state  of  universal  warfare,  and  required  a  term 
^  of  repo^ ;  that  our  whole  nation  was  weary  of 
<<  war,  and  dreaded  the  renewal  of  it,  and  would 
^*  be  equally  alarmed  at  any  nuwementj  of  which  it 
^'  could  not  see  the  issue  or  progresiSy  but  which 

m 

^^  might  eventually  tend  to  create^  new  hostilities  ; 
^^  that  he  came  hither  [to  Luckuow]  mih  a  limited 
^^  authority,  and  could  not,  if  he  chose  it,  engage 
'^  in  any  business  of  that  nature  without  the  con- 
'^  currence  of  his  colleagues  in  office,  who  lie  bdieoed 

'^  would 


''  fsgeuU  beawi^se  /«  it ;  tiiat  tt€i  wonhi  ceprtaoie 
'^  tha  same  tolbe  joinb membon of  hk  anvaGe^ 
^^  wft)ment^.and<wailtAieir  dtelemikiatiom.    IftAe* 
'<  meatt  tame  he  adl^ised  the^  prinee  ttt  make  adl- 
^  vances  ta  Maiajiee  SottMita,.  both,  because  ear 
^'  Go¥erufn6nt«Mwiniii/fVMA&tfiM(j2M^ 
''  with;  him,  and;becai]aa*he  was^tiieieiectMBi'head' 
''  of  the  Mahratta  S«atd;  betidesrtbeeb^tiie  Mdb 
^  Wanea  BastiogSi^  fearad  hie  fScwdiaks^  tefang: 
^^  the  elber  side  of  the  yastien^i  ealeM  he  Wd»' 
'^  earij^  pwrented." 

That^c  ki^  the  statement  ^  tiua  disooune^  thme 
ig*  BDueh  critninal  reserve  towerda  the  Goadt  ci  Da- 
reetOBS^  itimt  appearing  distfuetiy  wdiati  tiie  objeeto 
wtre^  nor  wbo  the  persons  consextiedi  aoit  what,  the 
sMei  waa^  which  he  appMfaendedi  the.  Mahtattaa 
ni|gbt  take»  if  not  prevented  by  hia  advanfiat^^  and 
iia  the  discourse  itbebF  tliei«!  were  maiqji  pasfarabnr 
highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  tfaal» inttlieamk  cen^ 
^nubtion^  in  wbieh;  he  dascribca^hnnself  aa  desUmng 
&  eeoipUance  with,  the  reqneat  ofi  thcT  prince:  oil 
aciftMilib  of  tfae-aavwsion*  (themitt'alroagljf  eaapraased) 
^  iiia(ceU^agiiea,^  of  theCen^Kinj^*  aed  ofi  tiia^wdnoll! 
BnCiah  nsfitian^  \xk  engsq^e  in  anj)  aaeaaafes^  which 
isiglbl.  even:  "  ecmtvuilly^  kadi  to*  kailiiitu^^''^he 
spake  toi  the  prince  as^  if  Ue  hadi  beesr  eotirely 
igaerant  of\  the  ofier^  whtah  bat  fiv^moatha  befom 
hadkheentmade  to  the  king.his  iatfaar  on^  the  part 

of 
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^  Ami  very  govevDitienl  (vitiaseTepiignanee  to  such 
imaMiw  h«  then  for  the  first  uaae  chose  to  profess 
B«Mf  ^Ymti'  b»  alwa^^s  fewd  known)  tfapoagh:  Majov 
Btowms;  tte  Gompafiiy'tf  repnssentatiTe  at  the  Court 
«f  D^iHi, .  **  to  pfo>nde  for  the  entire  expenso  of 
^  ffiijr  WK)ps,  tMbieb  the  Sh^  [the  king]  mif^l 
^  fe^uire ;"  and  that  fhi^  wag  ''  i9i4iat  tiie  Resident 

*  hwtak0(qf^pn3fK)Bedi^toik»kkigj  and  his  confix 
^  deottal'  tniiiiMers ; '' -^tbe  said  fivcmie  fustbef 
d«darittg,  *^  Aat  i^  ifv  eoMequenoa  ^  tbe  saM 
^  pwpoiiAs,  eertma  airatigeixieiite  for  the:  fihXtig 

*  sdr^^ie^  hffrmpSj  were  noe  immediate^  onicred^ 
*^  kv  fete'  opinion  alt  our  [(Efi^ish  GmerMoeailB] 

^  insMioMi"    TtA»  being  (be'  kno^m  stttte  of  tfao 

buftiites^  itt  WpMeateif  by  the  daiid  Maetix^'s  ovrn 

fCgettt,  dttfF  tiri^tb^  publick  opinion  ol  il,^  ftkhou^ 

to  ifltpose^on'the  igiK»8nee  of  ebe  priude  with  ri^gafd 

to  tbe  proceedings  at  his  father's  Court  would  have 

been  unworthy  in  itself,  yet  he,  the  said  Warren 

HkMlngs^  eeiiM  net  b^pe  to  succeed  in  Mch<kapo- 

iritidif,  as*  itt'  tb^pdSMeript  aforMaid  lie;  rvpRamtb 

tB«  stticPpiitiGe  [whotm»  the  Ifm^ddfotwa^  and 

thta^siif  yettfs-of  dge]  as  ^  petwti  of  conBiderafck 

^iMlffiauimil,  «id  p^ectly  ncqaaiAtecik  with  die 

tt^ttlMrttettr  M  hi^fetfierV  Coutt;  and  Bi^aoa,  who 

bttd  king  held  tbe  prhc^  and  most  miiml  port 

Ky  tbeHuie,  tbfiC regained  of  tti^mlh$Mttnti»^ 

BtM  Mim    JU^  fb»  KM  KaillnKs  ^OMfeKiag 

with 
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with  a  prince  so  well  instructedy  without  making 
tbe*slightest  allusions  to  his  said  positive  and  recent 
engagements,  of  without  giving  any  explanation  with 
regard  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must  ap- 
pear to  the  said  prince  either  as  a  person  not  only 
contracting  engagements,  but  actually  being  the 
first  mover  and  proposer  of  tliem,  without  any  au- 
thority from  his  colleagues^  and  against  theins  and 
the  general  inclination  of  the  British  nation,  and 
on  that  ground  not  to  be  trusted ;  or  that  he  had 
used  this  plea  of  disagreement  between  him  and  his 
Council  as  a  pretence,  set  up  without  colour  or 
decency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his  own  engjage- 
ments ;  leaving  the  princes  and  states  of  the  countiy 
no  solid  ground,  on  which  they  can  or  ought  to  con- 
tract with  the  Company,  to  the  utter  destruction 
of  all  publick  confidence,  and  to  the  equal  disgrace 
of  the  national  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom. 

X. 

That,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same  place, 
Lucknow,  the  1 6th  of  the  following  June  1784,  the 
said  Warren  Hastingis  informs  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, that  Major  Browne,  their  agent  to  the  Mogul, 
had  arrived  there  in  the  character  also  of  agent 
from  the  Mogul,  with  two  sets  of  instiiicticms  from 
two  opposite  parties  in  his  ministry,  which  instruc- 
tions were  directly  contrary  to  each  other;  tbe 
first,  which  were  the  ostensible  instructions^  being 

to 
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to  engage. the  sfiid  Hastings,  in  the  Mogul's  name, 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  with  the 
Chief  of  the  country,  then  minister  to  tiie  said 
Mogul,  called  Affrasaib  Kh&n;  the  second  were 
from  another  principal  person,  called  Mudjed  ul 
Dowla,  also  a  minister  of  the  said  Mogul  (but 
styled  in  the  said  letter  ccnjidentialy  for  dis-* 
tinction),  which  were  directly  destructive  of  the 
former ;  and  the  said  latter  instructions,  to  which 
it  seems  cre^nce  was  to  be  given,  were  sent 
'^  under  the  most  solemn  adjurations  of  secrecy.** 
The  purpose  of  these  latter  and  secret  instructions 
was  to  require  the  Company's  aid  in  freeing  the 
Mogul  from  the  oppressions  of  hb  servants,  namely, 
fix>m  the  oppressions  of  the  said  Afframb^  be* 
tween  whom  and  the  Company  Major  Browne  (at 
once  agent  to  that  Company,  and  to  two  opposite 
factions  in  the  Mogul's  Court)  accepted  a  power 
to  make  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  under  the 
sanction  of  his  sovereign ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  he,  Warren  Hastings,  did  discountenance  the 
double  dealing  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his  and 
the  Company's  minister  at  that  Court ;  or  did  disk 
aVow  any  particular  in  the  letter  from  him  the  said 
Browne,  of  the  30th  of  December  1783,  stating 
the  offers  made  on  his  part  to  the^  Mogul,  so  con- 
tradictory to  his  late  declarations  to  the  heir  ap- 
parent of  that  monarch,  or  did  give  any  reprimand 
|o  the  said  Browne,  or  did  show  any  mark  of  di^^ 
,  TOL.  xiju  c  C  pleasure 
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pleasure  against  him,  as  having  acted  without  oider% 
but  did  again  send  hiia,  trith  renewed  eonseqoence^ 
to  the  Court 


XL 

That  the  said  Warren  HastingSi  still  pursuing  his 
^d  evil  designSi  did  apply  to  the  CouncJl  for 
dttcrefionaiy  powers  relatifve  to  the  intrigues  and 
factions  in  the  MogilPs  Court,  giving  assurances  of 
his  resolution  not  to  ^proteed  against  their  sense ; 
but 'the  said  CouncBi  being  fully  aware  of  his  dis- 
position, and  having  Major  Slowness  letter,.reeorded 
by  himself,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  before  tbem, 
did  refuse  to  grant  the  said  di^ctetiodary  powers ; 
but,  on  tiie  contrary,  did  exhort  hilm  ^^  most  sedu* 
^'  iously  and  cautiously  to  lv6id,  in  his  ame* 
^  spondence  with  the  different  piinces  in  India, 
^'  whatever  ihay  commit  or  be  stnyned  iizto  an 
interpretation  bf  committing,  thet^ompony,  eitber 
as  to  their  army  or  treasui'e  ;**  observing  "  that 
**  the  Company's  ordens  ire  potntive  a^dnst  their 

^'  interference  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between 
**  the  Country  Powers.'' 

XII. 

That  in  order  to  subvert  tiie  plain  and  natimd 
mterpretation  given  by  the  Council  to  the  orders  of 
the  Cbiirt  of  Directors,  and  to  justify  his  dai^eitRia 
intrigues,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter 
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of  the  16th  Jime  1 784  to  the  said  Court,  did,  ici  a 
most  iosoleDt  and  coDteiqptuous  maDner,  endeavour 
to  persuade  them  of  theu*  ignorance  of  the  true 
sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  limit  their  pro- 
hibition of  interference  with  the  disputes  of  the 
Country  Powers  to  such  Country  Powers  as  are 
permanent ;  expressing  himself  as  follows :  ^'  the 
''  fection,  which  now  surrounds  the  throne  [the 
Mogul's  throne]  is  widely  different  from  the  idQa» 
which  your  commands  are  intended  to  convey 
by  the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  general^ 
applied  them,  of    Country  Powers,  to  which 
that  of  permanency  is  a  necessary  adjunct  -j  and 
^^  which  may  be  more  properly  compared  to  ^a 
splendid  bubble,  which  the  slightest  breath  of 
opposition   may  dissipate  with   every  trace  of 
^  its  existence."    By  which  construction  the  said 
Hastings  did  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Court  ^f 
Directors,  that  they  meant  to  confine  their  prohj- 
Ution  of  sinister  intrigues  to  those  Powers  only, 
who  could  i)ot  be  easily  hurt  by  tfaem^  and  whose 
strength  was  such  that  their  resentment  of  such 
dimdestine  interference  was  to  be  dreaded ;  but 
that,  where  the  Powers  were  weak  and  fra^e,  such 
intrigues  might  be  allowed. 

XIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  persuade  the 
Court  of  Directois  to  involve  themselves  in  the 
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afllairs  of  the  Mogul,  and  tx)  reconcile  this  measure 
with  his  former  conduct  and  declared  opinions,  did 
%vrite  to  them  to  the  following  effect ;  that  "  at  that 
'^  former  period,  to  which  the  ancient  policy  with 
^  regard  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the  king  s  authority 
was  sufficiently  respected  [which  he  knew  not  to 
be  true,  having  himself  declared,  in  his  Minute 
of  the  25th  of  October  1774,  *  that  he  remained 
**  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  empire,  a 
^*  mere  cipher  in  the  administration  of  it']  to  main- 
^^  tain  itself  agdnst  common  vicissitudes.  That  he 
**  would  not  have  advised  interference  if  the  king 
"  himself  retained  the  exercise  of  it,  hawcoerfeehk^ 
^*  in  his  own  hands.  That  if  it  [the  Mogul's  au« 
"  thority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  extinction, 
*'  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  Power  may  arise 
''  out  of  its  ruinSj  or  what  events  may  be  linked  in 
'^  the  same  chcdn  of  revolution  with  it:  but  your 
"  interests  may  suffer  by  it — your  reputation  cer-- 
^'  tainJy  will,  as  his  right  to  our  assistance  has  been 
*^  constantly  acknowledged,  and  by  a  trsdn  of  con- 
sequences»  to  which  our  Government  has,  not 
intentionally,  given  birth ;  but  most  especially 
by  the  movements,  which  iV^  infiuence,  by  too  near 
an  approach,  has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately 
'^  become  the  efficient  instrument  of  a  great  portion 
"  of  the  king's  present  distresses  and  dangers  ;^ 
intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied  obscurity  of  his 
e^^priessions  will  permit  any  thing  to  be  discerned) 

that 
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that  his  own  late  intngoei  had  been  among  the 
causes  of  the  distr^Bses  and  dangers,  which,  by  new 
intrigues,  he  did  pretend  to  remove :  and  he  did 
conclude  this  part^  of  his  letter  with  some  loose- 
general  expressions  of  hb  ce^ution  not  to  effect  the* 
Company's  interests  or  revenues ,  by  any  measures 
he  might  at  that  time  take. 

XIV. 

That  the  principle,  so  far  as  the  same  hath  been 
directly  avowed,  of  the  sud  proceedings  at  the 
Mogul's  Court  was  as  altogether  irrational,  and* 
the  pretended  object  as  impracticable,  as  the  means 
taken  in  pursuit  of  it  were  fraudulent  and  disho- 
nourable, namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in 
some  degree  to  the  dignity  of  hb  situation,  and  to 
hb  free-agency  in  the  conduct  of  hb  alflbms.  For 
the  siaid  Hastings^  at  the  very  time,  in  which  he 
did  with  the  gireatest  apparent  earnestness  urge  the 
purpose,  which  he  .pretended  to  have  in  view,  with 
regard  to  the  digraty  and  liberty  of  the  Mogul  £m- 
perour,  did  represent  him  as  a  person  wholly  db- 
qualified,  and  even  indisposed,  to  take  any  active 
part  whatsoever  in  the.  conduct  of  his  own  affairs; 
and  that  any  attempt  for  that  purpose  would  be 
utterly  impracticable :  and  thb  he  hath  stated  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  as  a  matter  of  publick  no* 
toriety,  in  hb  said  letter  of  the  j  6th  of  June  1 7S4» 
in  the  following  emphatical  aqd  deciahre  terms  : 

CC3  "Fw 
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''  Thu  need  not  be  told  the  character  of  the  kia^ 
"  whose  inertness,  and  the  habit  of  long-sofferin^ 
**  has  debased  his  dignity  and  the  fortunes  ot'  hb 

house  beyond  the  power  qfretrievip^  eMer  the 

one  or  the  other.  Wiiilst  his  personal  repose 
**  is  undisturbed,  he  mW  prefer  to  live  in  the 
''  meanest  state  of  indigence^  under  the  rule  of  meni 
''  whose  views  are  bounded  by  avarice,  and  the 
*'  power,  which  they  derive  from  his  authority,  rather 
'^thdn  commit  any  share  of  it  to  bis  own  sons, 
**  though  his  affection  for  them  is  boundless  in  every 
**  other  respect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  founded 
^'  on  the  experience  of  a  very  different  combinatiKMd 
'^  of  tho^e  circumstances,  which  once  served  as  a 
'^  temptation  land  exampAe  of  unlawful  ambition  in 
^  'the  princes  of  the  royal  line.  His  mimsteiiB,  from 
^-  dt  policy  more  ^  reasonable,  have  constantly  em- 
**  ployed  every  means  of  influence  to  coi^nn  this 
^  disposition,  and  to  prevent  his  sons  from  havmg 
^  ^)y  shang  in  the  distribution  of  a&irs^  so  as  to 
"  have  e^blishied  a  complete  usurpation  of  ttie 
''  royal  prerogative  under  its  own  saMlioa  and 
^  piatronage.*' 

XV. 

ThiE^t  the  said  Warren  Hastinga,  havhlg  ^^en 
tills  opinion  of  the  sovereign,  for  whose  freedoNi 
hepnterrded  so  anxious  a  concern,  did  describe  the 
siitti&ter,  with  whom  he  had  long  acted  in  coocm^ 
reace,  and  from  whom  he  ImmI  juBt  received  tbia 
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tetrnwdinary  aecDrt  embassy  ajSovesaid  for  the 
purpose  of  e0i9ding  the  deliverance  of  his  master^ 
the  Mogul,  from  die  usurpations  of  hu^  mmsters^ 
AS  follows ; — f'  The  first  minister^  Mudjud  ul 
Dowla,  is  MaUydt&QffOit  in  every  military  qua* 
lity ;  conceited  of  his oira  superiour  talents;  and 
^^  formed  to  the  practice  of  that  crooked  pohcjfi 
wkkh  generaUy  defeats  its  own  purpasCf  but  sia* 
cerdj  attached  to  his  master."  The  reality  of 
the  said  attachment  was  not  improbable,  but  altOK 
gether  useless,  as  the  said  minister  was  the  only 
one  among  the  principal  persons  about  the  king, 
-who  (besides  the  total  want  of  all  military  and  civil 
ability)  possessed  no  tenitories,  troops,  or  other 
means  of  serving  and  supporting  him,  but  was 
himself  solely  upheld  by  his  influence  over  his 
maUer ;  neither  doth  the  said  Hasdng^  6ee  him 
smy  more  than  the  persmis  more  efficient,  whaw«iiB 
to  be  destroyed,  from  a.  disqposilion  to  afianare  the 
king  from  an  attention  £o  his  afiaiss,  and  from  all 
canfidence  in  his  own  family ;  but,  on  the  contcaiy, 
he  brings  him  forward  as  the  very  first  among 
the  instances  he  adduces  to  exemplify  ttie  pirao- 
t|ees  of  the  ministers  against  their  sovereign  and  his 
children. 

I2iat  the  said  Wanren  Hastings,  recommending 
in  general  terms,  and  yet  .coQjdemfiing  in  detail^ 
«firecy  part  of  his  own  pretended  plan,  as  impiv* 
^  '  c  c  4  ticaUe 
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ticable  in  itselfi  and  as  undertaken  in  favour  «^ 
p^-sons,  all  of  whom  he  describes  as  incapable^ 
and  the  principal  as  indisposed  to  avail  himself 
thereof,  must,  have  bad  some  other  motives  for  this 
long,  intricate,  dark,  and  laborious  proceeding  with 
the  Mogul,  which  must  be  sought  in  his  actimis, 
and  the  evident  drift  and  tend^icy  thereof,  and  in 
declarations,  which  were  brought  out  by  him  to 
serve  other  purposes,  but  which  aenre  Mly  to  ex-* 
plain  his  real  intentions  in  this  intrigue. 

XVIL 

That  the  o&er  Member^  of  the  Council-General 
having  abundantly  certified  their  averscness  to 
his  intrigues,  and  even  having  shown  apprehen*- 
aions  of  his  going  pe^  sonaUy  to  the  Mogul  and  the 
J^ahrattas  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  same, 
the  said  Hastings  was  driven  headlong  to  acts,  which 
did  much  more  openly  indicate  the  true  natoe 
and  purpose  of  hb  machinations ;  for  he  at  length 
4recurred  directly,  and  with  little  disgiu&e,  to  the 
Mahrattas,  and  did  open  an  intrigue  with  them, 
although  he  was  obliged  to  confess,  in  his  letter 
aforesaid  of  the  i6th  June  1784,  that  the  excqH 
tion,  which  he  contended  to  be  implied  in  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  forbidding  the 
intermeddling  in  the  disputes  of  "  the  Countiy 
"  Powers,"  namely,  "  Powers  not  permiment,''  did 
by  no  means  apply  to. the  Afahrattas;  and  be 
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informs  the  Court  of  Directors  that  be  did,  on  the 
very  first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the 
MoguF^  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  Anderson,  to 
apprize  the  Mahratta  Chief  Scindia  of  that  event  i 
for  which,  as  he  was  unprepared,  he  desired  his 
[the  said  Scindia's]  advice  for  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  it/'  Which  method  of  calling  for  the 
advice  of  a  foreign  power  to  regulate  his  political 
conduct,  instead  of  being  regulated  therein  by  the 
advice  of  the  British  Council,  and  the  standing 
orders  of  tlie  Court  of  Directors,  was  a  procedure 
highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  by  his 
not  communicating  the  said  correspondence  to  the 
Council-General,  as  by  hk  duty  he  was  bound  to 
do ;  but  it  does  abundantly  prove  his  concert  with 
tiie  Mahrattas  in  all,  that  related  to  his  negotiations 
in  the  Mogul  Court,  which  were  carried  on  agrees 
ably  to  their  advice^  and  in  subserviency  to  their 
views  and  purposes. 

■  •        •         * 

XVIII. 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  cabal  begun  with 
4be  Mahrattas,  the  said  Chief  Scindia  did  send  his 
'^  familiar  and  confidential  ministers"  to  hkn  the 
said  HastingSi  being  at  Lucknow,  with  whom  the 
Mid  Hastings  did  hold  several  secret  conferencesi 
without  any  secretary,  or  other  assistant ;  and  the 
wd  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  any  MiwitQii  thereof^  but  hath  purposely 

involved 
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inTolred  evea  tbe  general  eflbct  and  ten^eocj  of 
these  confereoces  in  such  obscurky^  that  it  is  no 
otherwi&e  possible  to  perceive  the  drift  ai»d  tetideurf . 
of  the  same,  but  by  the  geponal  scope  of  couDsds 
and  acts  relative  to  tbe  politieks  of  tbe  Mog^l,  and 
of  the  Mahrattas  together,  and  by  tbe  final  event 
oftbewhtQle,  which  is  aufficientty  visiUe.    For 

XIX. 

Thatthe  said  Hastings  had  4edare(|)  in  his  aaM 
letter of^e  i6th  June  i784»  thatthe  MoguTsiJight 
to  our  assistance  had  been  constantly  acknow- 
ledged ;  iliat  tbe  Mogul  had  been  oppressed  1^  the 
lessa:  Mahomedan  princes  in  the  chiiiaoter  of  his 
officeiB  of  state,  and  military  comoiandeni;  and  be 
did  plainly  intimate  that  the  said  Mogul  ought  to 
Jbe  relieved  6om  that  sefvitoide.  And  be  did,  in 
giving  an  account  to  the  Court  of  Directms  of  tbe 
conferences  aforesaid,  assure  tiiem  that  ^'  his  ifi- 
*^  clmations  [the  incUnations  of  the  Mahratta  Chief 
"  aforesaid]  were  not  very  dissimilar  from  his  own;'' 
^and  that  *^  heitfaerin  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance^ 
^  would  he  snffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  meii^ 
''  siiita,  which  shisll  tend  to  wealcen  their  wimtaioti, 
■^  notin  tMs  €oen  to  ^ppde  kii  |>he  said  Cliiefs] 
**  ^UmtiMsf  tlie  said  Hastings  w<^  lomwing^as 
in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Mnir  he  has  coqfteskc^  tmt 
th^  JncKMttoDB  of  the  stidd  Scikidia  wet^  b  seise 
4(m  liis  Mogul's  temtories^  aadtb&t^faiittrttf  <iid 
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gecMldy  concar  therein^  though  he  did  not  £onnany 
■nert  his  concurrence  in  the  treaty  with  the  said 
Mabratta  duef.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  he  did 
all  along  conctnr  with  the  Mahrattas  in  their  de- 
signs against  the  said  king  and  his  ministers,  under 
tile  treacherous  pretence  of  supporting  the  authoritf 
of  the  former  against  the  latter,  and  did  contrive 
and  effect  the  ruin  of  them  aU.*-For,  ^  first,  he  did 
give  evil  and  fraudulent  counsel  to  the  heir  apparent 
of  4i)e  Mogul  ^^  to  make  advances  to  the  Malirattas," 
when  be  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  ooncuired  in, 
I9ie  deigns  of  that  state  against  bi»  father^s  [the 
MoguVs]  domimons;  and  further  to  engage  and 
#n|7ap  ihe  mid  prince,  did  assert  that  '^  our  Go- 
^  vermnent*'  [meaning  the  British  Govemmoit] 
^  was  in  intimate  and  sworn  connexion  wtlh  M»* 
^  hadajee  Scindia,"  when  no  aUiaoce^  offence  or 
defensive,  appears  1o  exist  between  the  .said  Scindia 
and.  the  East- India  Company,  nor  can  exist,  oliier* 
wise  than  in  virtoe  of  some  secret  agreement  be* 
tween  him  the  said  Scindia  and  Warren  Hastings^ 
entered  into  by  the  latter  without  the  knowledge  of 
bis  colleagues,  and  %he  govemnient,  and  never 
comnmnicarted  to  4!he  Court  of  Directons.  And 
secondly,  4ie  did,  in  order  to  Ibrther  the  des^na  of 
Ike  Mabrattas,  contrive  and  efiect  the  ruin  oftim 
said  Mogid  and  his  authority  by  setting  gn  foot^ 
throng  the  afbrneaid  Major  Browne,  sundry  per- 
^tned  and  intricatie  negotiations,  contrary  t9  publick 

faith, 
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faith,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  firitisk  nation; 
by  which  he  did  exceedingly  increase  the  confusicxi 
and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's  Court,  expo«ng  the 
said  Mogul  to  new  indignities,  insults,  and  distresses, 
and  almost  all  of  the  northern  parts  of  India  to 
great  and  ruinous  convulsions,  until  three  out  of 
four  of  the  principal  Chieftains^  some  of  them 
possessing'the  territories  lately  belongmg  to  Nudjiff 
Cawn,  and  maintaining  among  them  eighty  thousand 
troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some  of  which  Chiefe 
were  the  ministers  aforesaid,  bebg  cut  off  by  their 
mutual  dissensions,  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  b^g  at 
length  jdelivered  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia 
became  the  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  royal  army ; 
and  the  person  of  the  Mogul,  with  the  use  of  att 
his  pretensions  and  claims,  'fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
nation  already  too  powerful,  together  with  an  exten- 
•  sive  territory,  which  entirely  covers  the  Company  s 
possessions  and  dependencies  on  one  side;,  and  par-- 
ticularly  those  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude. 

XX. 

That  the  circumstances  of  these  countriea  did, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  him* 
self,  sulBiciently  indicate  to  him  the  necessity  of 
not  aggrandizing  any  Power  whatsoever  on  their 
borders,  he  having  in  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the 
l6th  June  given  a  deliberate  opinion'  of  the  si- 
tuation of  Oude,  in  the  words  following :   *^  that, 

''whilst 
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whilst  we  are  at  peace  with  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, it  is  only  in  this  quarter  that  your  posses- 
sions   under    the  Government  of  Bengal  are 
**  vulnerable."    And  he  did  further  in  the  said 
letter  state,  that,  '^  if  things  had  continued  as  they 
^'  had  been  to  that  time  with  a  divided  govern* 
*^  ment,"  [viz.   the  Company's  and  the  Vizier's, 
ivhich  government  be  had  himself  established,  and 
under  which  it  ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain, 
whilst  the  said  country  continues  in  a  state  of  de- 
pendence]  "  the  slightest  shock  from  a  foreign 
^  ^hand.,  or  even  an  accukntal  internal  commotiKm^ 
might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion, 
and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequences."    Jn 
this  penlous  situation  he  made  the  above-recited 
sacrifices  to  the  ambition  of  the  Mahrattas,  and 
did  all  along  so  actively  countenance  and  forward 
their  proceedings,  and  with  so  full  a  sense  of  their 
effect,  that  in  his  Minute  of  the  24th  December 
1784  he  has  declared,  "  that  in  the    countries, 
'^  which  border  on  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob 
^^  Vizier,  or  on  that  quarter  of  our  own,  in  effect 
*'  there  is  no  other  Power."*    And  he  did  further 
admit,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  Chief 
aforesaid,  so  near  the  borders  of  the  Nabob's  do- 
minions, was  no  cause  o£  suspicion ;  for,  ^^  that  it 
^'  is  the  effect  of  his  own  solicitationy  and  is  so  fear 
^^  the  effect  of  an  act  of  that  Government'' 

'       XXI. 
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of  all  the  provinces  in  the  Company's  possesnoi^ 
and  claiming,  in  right  of  the  Mogul,  the  tribute  due 
to  inm ;  by  ivhich  actii^  and  doings  the  said 
Hastings  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brou^t  the 
British  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on 
the  Mahratta  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to  the 
aforesaid  enormous  claims  a  proportioned  force, 
he  did  never  cease^  during  his  stay  in  India,  to 
contrive  the  means  for  its  increase;  for  it  is  of 
publick  notoriety,  that  one  great  object  of  the 
Mahratta  policy  is  to  unite  under  their  dominion 
the  nation  or  religious  sect  of  the  Seiks,  who  being 
a  people  abounding  with  soldiers,  and  possessing 
large  territories,  would  extend  the  Mahratta  power 
over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to  the  north- 
west of  India. 

XXIII. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  further  to  aug- 
ment the  power  of  the  said  Mahrattas,  and  tu 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions^ 
havmg  estabhshed  in  force  the  said  Mahrattas 
on  the  frontier,  as  afore  recited,  and  fining  the 
Council-General  averse  in  that  situation  to  the 
withdrawing  the  British  forces  therefrom,  and  for 
disbanding  them  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
said  Hastings,  did  in  a  Minute  of  the  4th  De- 
cember 1784,  after  stating  a  supposition  that; 
contrary  to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  shouki 
not  be  reduced,  propose  to  emjdoy  them  under 
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Ifife  command  &(  the  Mogul's  son,  tbeQ  under 
the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas^  in  a  war  againtt 
the  afotescud  people  or  reiigioud  sect  called  Seiks, 
defending  (he  same  on  the  following  principles: 
'^  I  feel  the  sense  of  an  obligation  imposed  on  me, 
''  by  the  supposition  I  have  made,  to  State  a  mode 
^  of  rendering  the  detachment  of  use  in  its  pre- 
*^  scribed  station,  and  of  affording  tiie  appearance 
"  of  a  cause  for  its  retention.'' 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did   admit  thait  Cb^e 
fras  no  present  danger  W  Ude  Compafny's  posses- 
sions from  tliat  riatioi),  ^liSch  could  justify  him  in 
iach  a  war,  as  he  had  declared  that  the  Mahrattas 
were  the  anljf  pawet^  that  bordered  oh  ti)e  Cotn^ 
pany's  possessions  and  those  of  the  Vizier ;  bOf '  he 
did  assign  as  a  realsohf  for  gbfhg  to  war  #itb  tt«Mi 
tiieir  miKtai^  and  enthusnasdek  spirit ;  the  harc^ 
liess  of  their  naitural  coiMtifo^on;   the  daggers, 
which  might  arise  from  them  uV  some  future  time, 
if  they  should  ever  hap|!^A  to  be  united  under  one 
head,  (hey  existing  at  preseilt  ill  a  sArte  little  d%l^ 
kfteM  from  anarchy;  and  he  did  pl^dict  great 
AaMiger  from  them-,  aiMl  at  tA>  very  reAiofe  pevtod*^ 
^'  if  this  people^  be  perriniCMd  ler  grow  into  tiM^h 
'^  rity  without  interruption."    And  though  be  doth 
f^eteildi,  thit  the  sdfidtatiMs  ef  die  hdr  apparent 
of  the  Mogcd,  ^ho  be  saye*  did  rei^es^tedly  and 

t6u  xu.  9  B  earnestly 
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earn^tly  solicit  him  to  obtain  the  permiafiion  ta 
use  the  Company's  troops  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, had  weight  with  him ;  yet  he  doth  declare, 
as  he  expresses  himself  in  the  Minute  aforesaid, 
that  ^*  a  stronger  impulse^  arising  from  the  hope 
^^  of  blasting  the  growth  of  a  generation,  whose 
'^  strength  might  become  fatal  to  our  own,  strongly 
<<  pleaded  in  my  mind  for  supporting  his  wishes.** 

XXV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  forcibly' 
recommending  the  plan  aforesaid,  did  state  strong 
objections,  that  did,.  ^*  in  his  judgment,  outweigh 
^^  the  advantages,  which  inight  arise  from  a  com* 
^'  pliance  with  it."  Yet  the  said  Hastings,  being 
determined  to  pursue  his  scheme  for  aggrandizing, 
at  any  rate,  the  Mahratta  power,  in  whose  adult 
growth,  and  the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could  see 
no  danger,  did  pursue  the  design  of  war  against  a 
nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its  in&ncy,  fiY>m  whom 
he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in  whose  present 
state  of  government  he  did  not  apprehend  any 
mischief  whatsoever;  and  finding  the  Council  fixed 
and  determined  on  not  dbbanding  tiie  firontier 
regiments,  and  thinking  that  therein  he  had  found 
ail  advantage,  he  did  ground  thereon  the  following 
proposition : 

^*  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is  to 
''  be  continued;  it  may  be  surely  better  continued 

"  for 
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'^  for  some  useful  purpose, '  than  to  keep  up  the 
^  parade  of  a  great  military  corps,  designed  merely 
'^  to  lie  inactive  iii  its  quarters.  On  this  ground 
^^  therefore,  and  on  the  supposition  premised,  I 
^^  revert  to  my  original  sentiments  in  favour  of 
'^  the  prince's  plan ;  but  as  this  will  require  some 
*^  qualification  in  the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state 
^  my  recommendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  pro- 
'^  position,  viz.  that  if  it  shall  be  the  resolution 
"  of  the  Board  to  continue  the  detachment  now 
''  under  the  command  o^  Colonel  Sir  John 
''  Gumming  at  Furruckabad ;  and  if  the  prince 
<'  Mirza  Jehander  Sh&h  shall  apply,  with  the  au- 
**  tkority  of  the  king^  and  the  concurrence  of 
^^  Madcgee  Scindia^  for  the  assbtance  of  an  English 
<'  military  force  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him, 
**  to  expel  thQ  Seiks  from  the  territories,  of  which 
tiiey  have  lately  possessed  themselves  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may  be  granted, 
''  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  detachment  allot- 
'^  ted  to  that  service  as  shall  be  hereafter  judged 
"  adequate  to  it" 

XXVI. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  said 
proposal,  endeavour  to  circumvent  and  overreach 
the  Council-General  by  convertmg  an  apparent 
and  literal  compliance  with  their .  resolution  into  a 
real  and  subettantial  opposition  to  and  disappoint* 

nenttiiereof.    Fdr  his  first  proposal  was  tbwlth- 

p  p  Q  draw 
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dmw  the  Company's  troopa  from  tiie  Visier's 
coimtry  on  the  pretence  of  relievu^  him  fixxn  the 
burthen  of  that  establishment,  but  in  reaUty  vith 
a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahratta  pretensions  on 
that  province,  which  would  then  be  deprived  of 
the  means  of  defence.  And  when  the  Council 
rejected  the  said  proposal  on  the  express  ground 
of  danger  to  the  province  by  wiliidmwii^  from  the 
Mahrattas  the  restraint  of  our  troops^  the  said 
HastbgSi  finding  his  fint  sdieme  in  favour  of  the 
Mahrattas  against  the  provinces  dependant  on  the 
.  Company  defeated  by  the  refiisal  of  the  Council 
to  concur  in  the  said  measure  of  withdrawing  the 
frooptt  ,^  then  endeavour  to  obtain  the  same 
purpose  in  a  difiwQDt  way ;  and  inatoadof  leaving 
tbe  troops^  according  to  Ae  intention  and  policy 
of  the  Coimcil,  ae  acheck  to  the  ambition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Mahrattas,  he  prc^XMed  to  en^doy 
them  in  the  actual  fortherance  of  those  schemes  of 
^iggrandiaeaaen^  of  which  bis  coUeagues  were 
jealous,  and  iriiich  it  was  the  object  of  their  iteeolo- 
tion  to  counteract 

XXVII. 
That  m  the  whde  of  the  letten^  nBgntiatiros, 
proposals,  wnd  piojects  of  the  said  Warren  ifaat- 
i^gB,  ralative  to  the  Mogul,  he  did  appear  to  puma 
but  one  ol^ec^  aamefy,  the  aggrandiaemnnt  of 
4ha  iaiely  hostile  and  always  dangeaow  power  of 
^MahrattBf;  and^idpuoroetfaesamebyiaBaav 

highly 
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highly  dishonourable  to  the  British  character  for 
honour,  justice^  candour,  plain-dealing,  modera^ 
tion,  and  huioanity . 


XIX.  LIBEL  01^  THE  COURT  of 

DIRECTORS. 


I. 

THAT  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  wao,  duriog; 
the  whole  of  the  year  1 783,  a  servant  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  and  was  bound  by  the  duties  of 
that  relation  not  only  to  yield  obe^eno^  to  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  but  to  ^re  ta 
the  vfhoie  of  their  service  an  example  of  suhmis- 
aioi^  reverence,  and  respect  to  their  authoritg^: 
ajid  that  if  they  should  in  the  coucse  nf  theis 
duty  call  in  question  any  part  of  hia  conducty.  he 
was  hound  to  conduct  his  defence  with  teaij^ 
and  decency;  and  while  his  conduct  waa  uodes 
their  consideration  it  was  not  allowable  to  ]^nt 
and  publish  aay  of  his  letters  to  them^  without' 
their  consent  first  had  and  obtainc^d ;  and  he  ^as 
hound  by  the  same  principles  of  duty»  enforced 
hy  atill  more  cogent  reaaonsi  to  observe,  ia  a  paper 
iotended  fot  publication,  great  modesty  and  mo* 
deratiory  and  ta  treat  tibe  said  Couit  of  Duieetpr^ 

his  lawfvl  ma9ter89  with,  respect 

D  D  3  II.  That 
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II. 

That  the  sud  Warren  Hastings  did  print  and 
publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  published^  at 
Calcutta  in  Bengal,  the  narrative  of  his  trans- 
actions at  Benares,  in  a  letter  written  at  that  place, 
without  leave  had  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in 
order  to  pre-occupy  the  judgment  of  the  servants 
in  that  settlement,  and  to  gain  from  them  a  fac- 
tious countenance  and  support,  previous  to  the 
judgment  and  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
&is  lawful  superiours. 

III. 

That  the  Cour^  of  Directors,  having  come  to 
certain  resolutions  of  fact  relative  to  the  engage- 
ments subsisting  between  them  and  the  Rajah  of 
Benares,  and  the  manner,  in  which  the  same  had 
been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Rajah,  did,  in  the 
fifth  resolution,  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of 
opinion,  declare  as  follows  : — **  That  it  appears  to 
"  this  Court,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Govemoiur- 
**  General  towards  the  Rajah,  whilst  he  was  at 
**  Benares,  was  improper;  and  that  the  imprison- 
**  ment  of  his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him  in 
"  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and  others,  was  unwar- 
**  rantable  and  highly  impolitick,  and  may  tend  to 
"  weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  native  princes 
**  of  India  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  mo- 
"  deration  of  the  Company's  government" 

IV.  That 
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That  the  ssud  resolutions  being  transmitted  to 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  did  write,  and  cause  to  be  printed  and 
published,  a  certain  false,  insolent,  malicious,  and 
seditious  libel,  purporting  to  be  a  letter  from  him, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, dated   Fort- William,    20th  March  1783, 

calculated  [as  the  Directors  truly  affirm]]  to  bring 

contempt  as  well  as  an  odium,  on  the  Court  of 
"  Directors  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion  f 
and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to  excite 
a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawful  Government  of 
this  nation  in  India  through  all  ranks  of  their 
service. 

V. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  among  other 
insolent  and  contumacious  charges  and  asper- 
sions on  the  Court  of  Directors,  did  address  them 
in  tiie  printed  letter  aforesaid,  as  follows: — "  I 
**  deny  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  was  a  native  prince 
'*  of  India.  Cheit  Sing  is  the  son  of  a  collector 
"  of  the  revenue  of  that  province,  which  his  arts, 
^*  and  tiie  misfortunes  of  his  master,  enabled  him 
*^  to  convert  to  a  permanent  and  hereditary  pos- 
"  session.  This  man,  whom  you  hiwe  thus  ranked 
*^  among  the  princes  of  India,  will  be  astonished, 
^  when  he  hears  it,  at  an  elevation  so  unlooked 
'^  for;  nor  less  at  die  independent  rights,  which 

DD4  "  ymn 


Af>^  AsCtic^es  of  CUX^GZ 

*  your  commands  have  assigned  him;  rights,  wfaicb 
'  are  bo  foreign  to  fus,  conceptions^  that  I  doubt 
!  rohether  be  zpill  bmv  in  what  language  ta  assert 
'  them;  unless  the  example,  which  yw  hoot 
^  thought  if  consistent  mth  Justice,  howeoer  efpo- 
f  9ite  to  poUa/f  to  shaw^  of  becoming  his  advocates 
gainst  your  ewn  interests  should  inspire  aty  of 
'  y^r  awn  servants  to  be  his  advisers  and  instruc- 
'  ters"'  And  he  did  further,  to  bring  into  ccwi- 
tempt  t^c  authority  of  the  Company,  and  to  excite 
If  resistance  to  their  lawful  orders,  frame  a  suppo- 
sition, that  the  Court  of  directors  had  intended  the 
restoration  of  the  Rajah  of  Blares ;  and  on  thi^t 
ground  did  presonie  in  the  said  libel  to  calumniate, 
in  disrespectfiil  and  contumelious  terms,  the  policy 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  as  well  as  the  pef^oi^ 
whom  he  did  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  their 
protection,  as  followeth :— "  Of  the  consecjuences 
"  of  such  a  policy  I  forbear  to  speak.  Most 
"  happily  the  metcl^,  x^hose  hopes  may  be  excited 
by  the  app^rqnoes  in  hisfam^r,  is  iU  qualified 
"  to  avail  himself  of  them,  and  tht  force,  which  i& 
"  stationed  in  tke  Prwit^e  if  Benares,  is  stffiicient 
"  to  suppress  any  symptoms  of  internal  sedition; 
"  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  distrust  and  susf^nse 
II  in  the  minds  both  of  the  rulers  tsa^  of  the  pepple^ 
"  and  such  a  state  is  always  productive  of  dis- 
"  order.  But  it  is  not  in  ^his  partial  cQn?idepi« 
"  tion  that  I  dread  t^e  effects  of  your  commands  i 
"  it  is  ip  ypur  proclaimed  ipdispo^ition  a^inst 

"  the 
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^f  the  first  executive  member  of  your  first  Govern- 
"  mcnt  in  India.  I  almost  shudder  at  the,re- 
^'  flection  of  what  might  have  happened,  had  these 
"  denunciations  against  your  own  minister,  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  a  man  universally  considered  in  thia 
"  part  of  the  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his 
**  crimes,  the  murderer  of  your  servants  and  sol- 
"  diera,  and  the  rebel  to  your  authority,  arrived 
"  two  montlis  earlier." 

VI. 

That  th^  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also  pre^ 
same  to  censure  and  asperse  the  Coijurt  of  Directors 
fef  the  moderate  t^ms,  in  which  tfaey  had  ex^ 
pressed  their  displeasure  against  him,  as  putttiig 
l|im  under  the  necessity  of  stating  in  his  defeiM:e  a 
strong  accusation  ag^unst  himself;  and  as  implying 
in  the  said  Court  a  consdousness  that  be  was  not 
guilty  of  the  offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  a$ 
he  asserts,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors ^^  arraigned  and  prejudged  of  a  violatwn 
*^  of  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  c&mplicated 
'^  d^grcpoaikmyatMX,  if  they  were  trttCy  no  punish- 
"  ment  SHORT  OF  DEATH  could  atone  for 
'^  the  injury,  which  the  interest  and  credit  of  the 
*^  Publick  had  sustained  in  themf'  and  he  did 
therefore  censure  the  said  Court  for  applying  no 
slrongi^  or  more  criminating  epithets  than  those 
0^  '^  improper,  unwarrantable,  and  highly  impo- 
litiiek,"'  tQ  an  offence  so  by  them  charged,  and  by 
him  ^^scribed.    'And  though  it  be  true,  that  the 

expressions 
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expressions  aforesaid  are  much  too  reserved  for 
the  purpose  of  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of 
the  said  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in  him  most  indecent 
to  libel  the  Court  of  Directors  for  the  same ;  and 
his  implication,  from  the  tenderness  of  the  epithets 
tod  descriptions  aforesaid  used  towards  him,  was 
not  only  indecent,  but  ungrounded,  malicious,  and 
scandalous ;  he  having  himself  highly,  though 
truly,  aggravated  ^'  the  charge  of  the  injuries  done 
'^  by  him  to  the  Rajah  of  Benares,"  in  order  to 
bring  the  said  Directors  into  contempt  and  sus- 
picion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  being  as 
follow :  "  Here  I  must  crave  >  leave  to  say,  that 
^'  the  terms  ^  improper,  unwarrantable^  and  hi^^ly 
^\  impolitick,'  are  much  tpo  gentle,  as  deductions 
'^  from  such  premises;  and  as  every  reader  of  the 
**  latter  will  obviously  feel,  as  he  reads,  the  deduc- 
''  tions,  which  inevitably  belong  to  them,  I  will 
^'  odd,  that  the  strict  performance  of  solemn  en- 
*'  gagements  on  one  part,  followed  by  acts  directly 
**  subversive  of  them,  and  by  total  dispossession 
^'  on  the  other,  stamps  on  the  perpetrators  of  the 
'^  latter  (he  guilt  of  the  greatest  possible  violation 
"  of  faith  and  justice." — "  There  is  an  appearance 
'^  of  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain  con- 
^'  struction,  of  which,  however  meant,  I  have  a 
''  right  to  complain;  because  it  imposes  on  me 
*f  the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  of  the  accu- 
^'  sation  against  myself,  which  you  have  only  not 

"  made, 
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^'  made,  but  have  stated  the  leading  arguments  to 
"  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one,  who  reads  these,  can 
^'  avoid  making  it,  i3T  not  know  it  to  have  been 
"  intended.'' 

VII. 

That  the  said^  Hastings,  being  well  aware  that 
bis  own  declarations  did  contain  the  clearest  con- 
demnation of  his  own  conduct'  from  his  own  pen, 
did,  in  the  said  libel,  attempt  to  overturn,  frustrate, 
and  render  of  none   effect,  all  the  proofk  to  be 
given  of  prevarication,  contradiction,  and  of  oppo- 
sition of  action  to  principle,  which  can  be  used 
against  men  in  publick  trust,  and  did  contend  that 
the  same  could  not  be  used  against  him ;  and,  as 
if  false  assertions  could  be  justified  by  factious 
motives,  he  did  endeavour  ta  do  away  the  autho- 
rity of  his  own  deliberate,   recorded  declarations, 
entered  by  him  in  xvriting  on  the  council-books  of 
the  Presidency;  for,  after  asserting,  but  not  at- 
tempting to  prwe,  that  his  declarations  were  con- 
sistent with  his  conduct,  he  writes  in  the  said  libel 
as  follows :  for  "  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not 
'*  to  be  made  the  rules  of  my  conduct ;  and  God 
^^  forbid  that  every  expression  dictated  by  the 
impulse  of  present  emergency,  and  unpremedi- 
tatedly  uttered  in  the  heat  of  party  contention, 
'^  should  impose  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed 
'*  principle,   and    be   applied   to  every  variable 
"  occasion." 

VIII.  That 


it 
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•       VIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  draw  tiie 
lawful  dependence  of  the  servants  of  the  Company 
from  the  Court  of  Directoi^  to  a  factious  depen- 
dence on  himself,  did»  in  the  libet  aforesaid,  treat 
the  acts  and  appoiafaneots  of  their  undoubted  au- 
tborityi  wbep  zeroised  ip  opposition  to  liis  ar-- 
bitrary  will»  as  ruinous  to  their  afiairs^  in  the 
following  lenns:  ^*  It  is  as  well  Hao<wn  to  the 
'^  Indian  worlds  as  to  the  Court  of  English  pro* 
'^  prietors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instrumei^ 
*^  of  the  dissolMtiOQ  of  my  influence,  in  the  year 
''  1 7  74«  were  Mr.  John  Bristow  and  Mr.  Franeis 
"  Fowke.  By  your  ancient  and  known  coQst]tu« 
^'  tioB.  the  Goveroour  has  been  ever  held  ftnth 
*^  and  understood  to  possess  the  ostenaiUe  powers 
'^^  of  Government;  all  the  Gorrespondence  with 
foreign  princes  is  conducted  in  his  nan^ ;  and 
every  person  resident  with  them  &r  the  managje- 
'^  ment  of  yoar  political  concerns,  is  itioderstoed  ta 
^^  be  fmre  apecialfy  hk  re[H*esentative,  and  of  hu 
^*  cfaoice'^and  such  ought  to  be  the  rule ;  for  how 
''  otherwise  can  they  trust  an  agent  aoMaeted 
^^agai<lst  the  witt  of  his  pvkicipal?  Wbea  the 
*'  state  oi  this  adninistration  was  sueh*  as.  aeemed 
'*  tj»  admt  ^the  appointment  edf  Mr.  Brisfenw*  ta 
tike  Residaocy  of  iiucknobw  withoiA  tmeb  dioi- 
nution  of  my  mm  influence,  I  gladly  msxA  IJie- 

^  occasion 
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^  occa^OD  to  show  my  readiness  to  submit  to 
^  your  commands:  I  proposed  his  nomination; 
*'  he  was  nominated,  and  declared  to  be  the  agent 
^'  tf  ^V  ^^^^^  cAotce.  Even  this  effect  of  my 
caution  1%  defeated  by  your  absolute  command 
for  his  re^appmntment  independent  qf  me,  and 
*^  mth  the  supposition  that  I  should  be  adverse  to  it. 
— I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of  my  official 
powers  both  in  the  Province  of  Oude»  and  ii> 
^  the  Zemindarry  of  Benares." 

IX. 

That,  further  to  emancipate  others  and  himself 
l^m  due  obedience  to  the  CJourt  of  Directors,  he 
did,  in  tbi  libd  aforesaid,  enhance  his  services ; 
which,  witfaoot  specification  or  proof,  he  did  sup- 
pose in  the  said  libel  lo  be  important  and  valuable, 
by  repreeentii^  tbem  as  done  under  thdr  di»- 
pieasure;  «nd  doth  attribute  his  not  having  done 
inare  to  tbeir  opposition,  as  foUoweth :— >^'  It  is 
^  now  a  complete  period  of  eleven  years  since  I. 
£nt  reeetved  the  first  nominal  charge  of  your 
afiurs;  in  the  coorae  of  k  I  have  invariably  bad 
^  to  contend,  not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  but 
^*  such  as  WML  mmmturatfy  arose  from  the  sp^ 
^'  position  of  those  very  powers,  from  which  I  pri^ 
marily  derived  my  authority,  smd  which  were 
reqmrtdfor  tH  support  of  it.  My  exertions, 
Ibaugh  applied  to  aa  unvaned  and  consistent 
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obey  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the 
words  following:  "  the  recaB  of  Mr.  Marfcham, 
'*  who  was  known  to  be  the  publick  agent  of  my 
^  own  nomination  at  Benares,  and  the  re-appoint- 
"  ment  of  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  by  your  order,  con- 
"  tained  in  the  same  letter,  would  place  it  [tiia 
**  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  beyond  a  doubt  TTiis 
"  order  has  been  obeyed;  and  whenever  you  ^koM  be 
"  pleased  to  order  the  restoration  of  Chat  JSXngy  t 
"  uill  venture  to  promise  the  same  readg  ami  exact 
"  submission  in  the  other  members  of  the  CifUncil  ;** 
and  he  did,  in  the  postscript  of  the  said  letter,  andf 
as  on  recollection,  endeavour  to  make  a  reparation 
of  honour  to  hiis  said  colleagues,  as  if  his  expres* 
sions  aforesaid  had  arisen  from  animosity  to  tbcAn, 
as  follows  :  ''  upon  a  careful  revisatl  of  what  I  havtf 
^  written,  I  fear  that  an  expressidn,  which  I  have 
*^  used,  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  the 
"  Board,  in  the  event  of  orders  bdng  received  for 
^  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Shig  may  be  construed 
**  as  intimating  a  sense  of  dissatisfaction,  applied  to 
*•  traosactions  already  past — It  is  not  my  inten- 
"  tion  to  complain  of  any  one.'* 

XL 

That  <he  said  Hastings,  m  the  acts  of  itg^ty 

aAir^and'  to  (he  Rajab  of  Benares,  did  assone  and 

antog^teior  bimaelf  an  illegal  authority  therein,  aod 

dkl<  miiOftft  tiiat  the  acta  done  in  ooBMquaoeaof 
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that  measure  were  not  revocable  by  ady  subse- 
quent authority,  in  the  following  words :  "  if  you 
"  should  proceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit 
"  Sing  to  the  Zemindarry,  from  which,iy  the  powers, 
/*  which  I  legally  possessed^  and  conceive  myself 
"  legally  bound  to  assert  against  any  subsequent 
"  authority  to  the  contrary j  derived  from  the  same 
"  eonMnon  source^  he  was  dispossessed  for  crimes  of 
^  the  greatest  enormity,  and  your  Council  shall 
**  reserve  to  execute  the  order,  I  will  instantly  give 
'•  tip  lAy  stationf  and  tlie  service.*^ 

XII.     ^ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  attempt  ta 
jiistify  his  publication  of  the  said  libellous  letter  to 
arid  against  the  Court  of  Directors  by  asserting 
therein  that  these  resolutions  [meaning  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Court  of  Directors,  relative  to  the 
Rejali  of  Benares]  "  were  either  published,  or  in- 
"  tended  for  publication ;"  evidently  proving,  that 
he  did  take  this  unwarrantable^  course  without  any 
sufficient  assurance  that  the  ground  and  motive  by 
lliffl  aligned  had  aAy  existence. 
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XX.  MAHRATTA  WAR,  and  PEACE. 


Ci 


I. 

THAT  by  an  Act  passed  in  1773  it  was  ex- 
pressly ordered  and  provided,  ''  tliat  it  should  not 
"  be  lawful  for  any  President  and  Council  at  Ma- 
"  dras,  Bombay,  or  Bencoolen,  for  the  tune  being, 
"  to  make  any  orders  for  commencing  hostilities, 
"  or  declaring  or  making  war,  against  any  Indian 
"  princes  or  powers,  or  for  negotiating  or  concludr 
"  ing  any  treaty  of  peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any 
such  Indian  princes  or  powers,  without  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  Govemour-General 
and  Council  fii-st  had  and  obtained,  except  in 
"  such  cases  of  limninent  necessity  as  would  ren- 
"  der  it  dangerous  to  postpone  such  hostiUties  or 
"  treaties,  until  the  orders  from  the  Govemour- 
"  General  and  Council  might  arrive." — ^That  ne- 
vertheless the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay 
did,  in  December  1774,  without  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  tlie  Govemour-General  and  Coun- 
cil of  Fort- William,  and  in  the  midst  of  profound 
peace,  commence  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war 
against  the  JMahratta  Government ;  did  conclude  a 
treaty  with  a  certain  peraon,  a  fugitive  from  that 

government;, 
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government,  and  proscribed  b}^  it,  named  Rago- 
naut  Row,  or  Ragoba;  and  did,  under  various  base 
and  treacherous  pretences,  invade  and  conquer 
the  island  of  Salsette,  belonging  to  the  Mahratta 
Government. 

11. 
That  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  first  advices  re- 
ceived in  Bengal  of  the  above  transactions,  did 
condemn  the  same  in  the  strongest  terms ;  declar- 
ing that  "  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Presidency 
*^  of  Bcjmbay  had  a  tendency  to  a  very  extensive 
*^  and  indefinite  scene  of  troubles ;  and  that  their 
"  conduct  was  unseasonable,  impolitick,  unjust,  and 

"  unauthorized." And  the  Governour-General 

and  Council,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  un- 
just hostilities,  did  appoint. an  ambassadour  to  the 
Peshwa  or  Chief  of  the  Mahratta  State,  resident  at 
Poona ;  and  the  said  ambassadour  did,  after  a  long 
negotiation,  conclude  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  said  Peshwa  on  terms  highly  honourable 
and  beneficial  to  the  East-India  Company,  who  by 
the  said  treaty  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  a  ces- 
sion of  considerable  tracts  of  country,  the  Mahratta 
share  of  the  city  of  Broach,  twelve  lacks  of  rupees 
for  the  expenses  of  the  said  unjust  war,  and  parti- 
cularly the  island  of  Salsette,  of  which  the  Presi- 
dency of  Bombay  had  possessed  themselves  by 
surprise  and  treachery ;  that  in  return  for  these 
extraordinary  concessions,  the  articles  principally 

1:  E  2  insisted 
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insisted  on  by  the  Mahrattas,  with  a  view  to  their 
own  future  tranquillity  and  internal  quiet,  werp, 
that  no  assistafwc  should  be  given  to  any  subject  or 
servant  of  tlie  Fcshwaj  that  should  cause  (Ssturb- 
ances  or  rebellion  in  the  Mahratta  dominions^  and 
particularly  that  the  English  should  not  assist  Ita- 
gonaut  Row,  to  whom  the  Mahrattas  agreed .  to 
allow  five  lacks  of  rupees  a  year,  or  a  Jaghire  to 
that  amount,  and  that  he  should  reside  at  Benturos; 
that  nevertheless  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  did 
receive  and  keep  Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  did 
furnish  him  with  a  considerable  establishment,  and 
continue  to  carry  on  secret  intrigues  and  negotia- 
tions with  him,  thereby  giving  just  ground  of  jea- 
lousy and  distrust  to  the  Mahratta  State ;  that  the 
late  Colonel  John  Upton,  by  whom  the  treaty  of 
Pporunder  was  negotiated  and  concluded,  did 
declare  to  the  Governour-Geceral  and  Council, 
^^  that  while  Ragonaut  Row  resides  at  Bombay 
^^  in  expectation  of  being  supported,  the  ministers 
^'  can  place  no  confidence  in  the  Council  there ; 
^^  which  must  now  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
"  iQconveuiencios,  and  perhaps  in  the  wd  of  fatal 
"  consequences."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
concurring  with  his  Council,  which  then  consisted 
of  Sir  John  Clavering,  Richard  Harwell,  and  Philip 
Francis,  Esquires,  did,  on  the  1 8tii  of  Augqet  1777, 
declare  to  the  Presidency  of'  Bombay,  that  "  he 
"  could  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  pre^nce  of 
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'^  lUgobl  at  Bombay  would  continue  to  be  an 
"  inmperabk  bar  to  the  tomplefion  of  the  treaty 
"  eondudid  wkh  the  Mahratta  Government  j  nor 
"  could  any  sincere  cordiaHty  and  good  under- 
standing be  established  with  them,  as  long  as  he 
should  appear  to  derive  encouragement  and  sup- 
"  port  from  the  English."    That  Sir  John  Claver- 
ing  died  soon  al^r,  and  that  the  late  Edward 
Whelei',  Esquire,  succeeded  to  a  seat  in  the  Su- 
preme Council.      That  oft  the  29th  of  January 
1778,   the  Govemour-Gcneral   and   Council  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Bombay, 
dated  12th  December  1777,  in  which  they  de- 
clared, ^'^  that  they  had  agreed  to  ^ve  encourage- 
ment to  a  party  formed  in  Rageribei's  favour,  and 
flattered  themselves  they  should  meet  wilh  the 
"  hearty  concurrence  of  the  Govemour-Gcneral 
"  and   Council  in  the  measures  they  might  be 
**  obliged  to  pursue  in  consequence."    That  the 
party  ^0  described  was 'said  to  consist  of  fcor  prki- 
cipal  persons  in  the  Mahfslta  State,  on  whose  part 
same  aoertures  had  been  made  to  Mr.  WilKam 
Lewis,  the  Resident  of  Bombay,  at  Poona,  Jbr  the 
asmtame  cf  the  Company  te  bring  Ragoba  to  Poona. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  immediately  on 
the  reeeipt  of  the  preceding  advices,  -  did  propose 
aflod  eaiYy  it  in  Couiieil^  by  means  of  his  casting 
voice,  and  against  the  inemonstrances,  arguments, 
and  sdesan  proCest  of  two  members  of  tfie  Supreme 

£  £  3  Council, 
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Council^  that  the  sanction  of  that  Government 
should  be  given  to  the  plan,  which  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bombay  bad  agreed  to  form  with 
the  Mahratta  Government ;  and  also,  that  a  supply 
of  money  (to  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees) 
sh6uld  be  immediately  granted  to  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bombay  for  the  support  of  tlieir 
engagements  above  mentioned ;  and  also  that  a  mi- 
litary force  should  be  sent  to  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay.  That  in  defence  of  these  resolutions  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  falsely  pretend  and 
affirm,  "  that  the  resolution  of  the  Presidency  of 
"  Bombay  was  formed  on  such  a  case  of  imminent 
"  necessity  as  would  have  rendered  it  dangerous 
'^  to  postpone  the  execution  of  it  until  the  orders 
"  from  the  Govcmour- General  and  Council  might 
**  arrive ;  and  that  the  said  Presidency  of  Bombay 
'ytvere  warranted  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  to 
*^  join  in  a  plan  for  conducting  Ragonaut  Kow  to 
"  Poona  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  of  the 
**  Mahratta  Stale;"  whereas  the  main  object  of 
the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattas^  and 
to  obtain  which  they  made  many  important  conces- 
sions to  the  India  Company,  was,  that  the  English 
should  withdraw  their  forces,  and  give  no  assistance 
to  Ilagoba,  and  that  he  should  be  ej^cluded  for  ever 
from  any  share  in  their  Government,  beingaper^n 
universally  held  in  abhorrence  in  the  Mahratta  Em- 
pire ;  and  if  it  ha{l  been  true  (instead  of  beings  as 

32  it 


AGAINST   WARREN    HASTmoS.  423 

it  was,  notoriously  false)  that  the  ruling  part  of  the 
administratioD  of  the  M ahratta  State  solicited  the 
return  of  Ragonaut  Row  to  Poona,  his  return  in 
that  case  might  have  been  effected  by  acts  of  their 
own,  without  the  interposition  of  the  English  power, 
and  without  our  interference  in  their  affairs.  That 
it  was  the  special  duty  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
derived  from  a  special  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
power  committed  to  him  by  Parliament,  to  have 
restrained,  as  by  law  he  had  authority  to  do,  the 
subordinate  Presidency  of  Bombay  from  entering 
into  hostilities  with  the  Mahrattas,  or  from  making 
engagements,  the  manifest  tendency  of  which  was 
to  enter  into  those  hostilities,  and  to  have  put  a 
stop  to  them,  if  any  such  had  been  begun.  That 
be  was  bound  by  the  duty  of  his  office  to  preserve 
the  fiuti)  of  the  British  Government,  pWdged  in 
the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  inviolate  and  sacred,  as 
well  as  by  the  special  orders  and  instructions  of  the 
East-India  Company  tojix  his  attention  to  the  pre- 
seroation  of  peace  throughout  India  ;  all  which  im- 
portant duties  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  wil- 
fully violate,  in  giving  the  sanction  of  the  Goveniour- 
General  and  Council  to  the  dangerous,  faithless, 
and  ill-concerted  projects  of  the  President  aad 
Council  of  Bombay  hereinbefore  mentioned,  from 
which  the  subsequent  Mahratta  war,  with  all  the 
expense,  distress,  and  disgraces,  which  have  at- 
tended it,  took  their  commencement;  and  that  the 

£  £  4  said 
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said 'Warren  Hastingai  therefore  is  ^peaatty  and 
priocipatly  answerable  for  the  said  war,  and  for  all 
the  consequences  thereof.  That  in  a  letter  daled 
the  20|th  of  January  1778,  the  Presideat  and 
Coimcil  of  Bombay  informed  the  GoTemour- 
General  and  Council,  that  in  consequence  of  kter 
intelligence  received  from  Poena,  they  had  rame- 
(Hafe/jf  resolved  that  nothing  furtker  cauid  be  dcncj 
widest  SaciaratH  Baboo  the  prmip^d  m  the  iate 
irecdtyi  (of  Pooruqder)  johied  in  moi^  a  fifnmti 
affilic^wn  to  them.  That  no  such  application  waa 
ever  n^ade  by  that  person*  That  tius  aav)  Wanen 
Hasiting^^  finding  tlmt  all  this  pretended  graund  for 
eugaging  in  aui  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  Gaven>i 
i^ent  had  totally  failed,  did  tlien  (wetend  to  ^e 
credit  tq,  ai>d  to  be  greatly  alarmed  by,  the  sug* 
gestions  of  the  President  and  Couacil  ol  Bombay, 
that  the  Mahratta3  were  negt^tiating  with  the 
Prench,  aaad  had  agreed  to  give  them  the  port  of 
ChoMl,  on  tl>e  Malabar  coast,  and  did  affirm  that 
tLc  French  had  obtavied  poisessum  (^  that  purt; 
tliat  all  tlicse  su^estioos  and  assevtiona were  false; 
and  if  they  had  been  true,  would  have  fgrashed  no 
just  occasion  for  attacking  either  the  MahratiM  or 
J^be  French,  with  both  of  whom,  the  ftitieb  natito 
was.  then  at  peace  :-T-that  tiiesaid  WarreaUaatioga 
did  than  propose  and  carsy  the  folibowiDg  raaolvtiop 
ia  Cowcil^  agaiivit  Hi^  proteal  c^  tem  mmd$im 
tbfsreo^  tha^  ''  Iw  ti»  purpose  of  gfaatiig  TP9k 
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^  (the  Presidency  of  Bombay)  the  most-  effectual 
**  support  in  our  power,  we  have  resolved  to  as-» 
sembie  a  strong  military  force  near  Calpee,  the 
commanding  officer  of  which  is  to  be  ordered  to 
march,  by  the  most  practicable  route,  to  Bombay^ 
or  to  such  otiier  places  as  future  occurrences^ 
and  yotir  directions  to  him,  nay  render  it  ex- 
pedient." And  with  respect  to  die  steps  said  to 
he  taking  iy  the  French  to  obtain  a  settlement  on  the 
Malahar  coasts  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  de- 
dare  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay,  ^'  tliat  it  waff 
'^  the  cqpAnioo  of  the  GovemQur-*GeneTaI  and- 
Council  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  forming 
and  carrying  into  execution  audi  meas^fca  as 
might  most  effeotually  tend  to  fnistrate  aock 

^*  dai^rous  des^osf that  the  said  Warren 

Hastaogs  therefore^  insteaid  of  fixing  taia  attentioQ 
to  the  preservation  of  peace  tfarougfaoi)t  India,  aa 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  did  oonttntie  to  abel^ 
encourage,  and  sum)ort»  the  dnngerow  projects  o€ 
the  Piresideocy  of  Beeobay,  and  did  thereby  mani-- 
fest  a  detarminad  intention,  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
India,  by  the  unfortunate  success  of  nhidsk  intentiim,. 
md  by  the  eootkiued  eibrts  of  the  said  Uastk^ 
the  greater  part  of  India  has  been  for  several  yeaia 
invoWad  in  a  Uoody  and  calamitoua  vmtt.  That 
both  the  Ck)urt  of  Directors  aod  CMrt  of  Propria 
elQis.  did  speciallgr  imtcuct  the  said  Warren  Haslh 
>i§i^i»tf  bianwamM^  ^  to  oudce  the  safety  and 
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"  prosperity  of  Bengal  his  principal  object,"  and 
did  heavily  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for 
having  employed  their  troops  at  a  great  distance 
from  Bengal  in  a  trar  against  the  Rohiilas,  which 
the  House  of  Commons  have  pronounced  to  be 
f8  May     imquitous^  and  did  on  that  occasion  expressly  de- 
1^5*0,      ^^fire  "that  they  disapproved  of  all  such  distant 
^^^'        "  expeditions  as  might  eventually  cany  their  forces 
"  to  any  situation  too  remote  to  admit  of  their 
"  speedy  and  safe  return  to  the  protection  of  their 
"  own  provinces,  in  case  of  emergency."    That  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  nevertheless  ordered  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Bengal  army  to  cross  the  Jumna, 
and  to  proceed  across  the  Peninsula  by  a  circuitous 
route  through  the   Diamond  country  of  Bundle 
Cund,  and  through  the  dominions  of  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  situated  in  the  centre  of  Hindostan,  and  did 
thereby  strip  the  provinces  subject  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Fort- William  of  a  considerable  part  of 

* 

their  established  defence,  and  did  thereby  disobey 
the  general  instructions,  and  positive  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  (given  upon  occasion  of  a  crime 
of  the  same  nature  committed  by  the  said  Hast* 
ings)  and  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  taken  the 
measures  hereinbefore  described  for  supporting 
those  of  the  Presidency  of  Bombay,  did,  on  the 
asd  of  March  1778,  **  invest  the  said  Presidaicy 
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with  authority  to  form  a  new  alliance  with  Ra*- 
goba,  and  to  engage  with  him  in  any  scheme, 
which  they  should  deem  expedient  and  safe  for 
retrieving  his  affairs."    That  the  said  Hastings 
was  then  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  the  Court- 
of  Directors,  dated  the  4th  of  July  1777,  contain- 
ing a  positive  order  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay, 
in  the  following  words :  "  though  that  treaty  (mean- 
ing the  treaty  of  Poorundur)  is  not,  upon  the 
whole,  so  agreeable  to  us  as  we  could  wish,  still 
we  are  resolved  strictly  to  adhere  to  it  on  our 
parts.     You  must  therefore  be  particularly* vigi- 
lant, while  Ragoba  is  with  you,  to  prevent  him 
from  forming  any  plan  against  what  is  called  the 
ministerial  party  at  Poona ;  and  we  hereby  posi- 
tively order  you  not  to  engage  with  him  in  any 
scheme  whatever  in  retrieving  his  affairs,  without 
"  the    consent  of  the   Govemour-General    and 
"  Council,  or  the  Court  of  Directors."    That  the 
said  Ragoba  neither  did  or  could  form  jany  plan  for 
his  restoration  but  what  was  and  must  be  against 
the  ministerial  party  at  Poona,  who  held  and  exer* 
cised  the  regency  of  that  state  in  the  infancy  of  the 
Peshwa ;  and  that,  supposing  him  to  have  formed 
any  other  scheme^  in  conjunction  with  Bombay, yor 
retrieving  his  affairs^  the  said  Hastings,  in  giving 
a  previous  general  authority  to  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay  to  engage  with  Ragoba  in  any  scheme  for 
that  purpose,  without  knowing  what  such  scheme 

might 


<6 


U 


u 


n 


u 


u 


u 


it 


ti 


428  AHTlCtES   or    CHARGE 

might  be,  and  thereby  r^nquishiiig  and  transferring 
to  the  discretion  of  a  subordinate  govemmeot  that 
superintendence  and  control  over  all  measures 
tending  to  create  or  provoke  a  war,  which  the  law 
had  exclusively  vested  in  the  Govemour-Generai 
and  Council,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crinie  and  misde- 
meanor. That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having 
first  declared  that  the  measures  taJcen  by  him  were 
£or  the  support  of  the  engagements  made  bj  the 
Presidency  of  Bombay  in  favour  ftf  Kagoba,  did 
afterwards,  when  it  appeared  that  those  negotiations 
were  entirely  laid  aside,  declare  that  bis  apprehen- 
sion of  the  consequence  of  a  pratendled  intrigue 
between  the  Mahrattas  and  the  French  im»  the  sde 
motifce  cfuU  the  late  measures  taken  Jor  ike  sucpf»rt 
9f  the  Presidency  ef  Bombay  ;  but  that  neither  of 
the  preceding  declaratkmd  contained  the  true  mo- 
tives and  objects  of  the  aaid  Hastings^  whose  real 
purpose,  as  it  appeared  soon  after,  was  to  onlce  nse 
of  the  superiority  of  the  Sricisb  power  wt  India  ta 
carry  on  offensive  wars,  and  to  pursue  schemes  oi 
conquest,  impolitick  and  unjust  in  their  de»gn,  ill- 
concerted  in  tlie  execution,  and  which,  as  this  House 
has  resolved,  ktroe  hton^ht  great  ealannties  onlndkff 
and  enarmcm  expenses  en  the  East-India  Company. 
ThttI  the  said  Wairen  Hastings,  on  the  22d  of  June 
1778,  maileflie  following  declaration  bi  Govnieil: 
^^  vmxh  kss  can  I  a^^«»  that,  with  such  snpooou 
'^  advantagas  «  ^w  possess  over  eyery  Power^ 
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**  which  can  oppose  us,  we  should  act  merely  an  the 
"  defenshe:  On  the  contrary,  if  it  be  really  true 
'^  that  the  British  arms  and  influence  have  sufibred 
so  severe  a  check  in  the  Western  v^orld,  it  is  more 
^*  incunibent  on  those,  who  are  charged  with  the 
interests  of  Great  Britain  in  the  East,  to  exert 
tkeniselves  for  the  retrieval  of  the  national  loss. 
We  have  the  means  in  our  power,  and  if  they 
are  not  frustrated  by  our  own  dissensions,  I  trust 
"  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will  yield  every 
"  advantage,  for  the  attainment  of  which  it  was 
"  undertaken.''  That  in  pursuance  of  the  principles 
avowed  in  the  preceding  declaration,  the  said  War- 
.  rea  Hastmgd,  on  the  gth  of  July  1 778,  did  propose 
and  caiTy  it  in  Council,  that  an  embassy  should  be 
aent  from  Bengal  to  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  falsely  asserting,  that  the  said  Rajah 
*'  was,  by  interest  and  inclination,  likely  to  join  in 
"  an  alliance  with  the  British  Government ;  and 
"  suggesting  that  two  advantages  might  be  oflTered 
"  to  him,  as  the  inducements  to  it :  first,  the  sup- 
**  port  of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign  power 
"  [viz.  of  the  Mahratta  Empire] ;  second,  the  re- 
**  covery  of  the  captures  made  on  his  dominions 
"  byT^izwn  Ally."  That  the  said  Hastings,  having 
already  given  foU  authority  to  the  Presidency  of 
,  Bombay  to  engage  the  British  faith  to  Ragonaut 
Row  to  support  him  in  his  pretensions  to  the 
gQveeiment  or  to  the  regency  of  the   Miiliratta 
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against  the  English;  viz.  the  Pesbwa^  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  Mahratta  State,  and  Moodajee 
Boosia,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  that  is,  the  pnncipal 
Hindoo  powers  of  India,  on  one  side ;  and  Hyder 
Ally,  and  the  Nizam  of  the  Decan,  that  is^  the  prin- 
cipal Mahom^edan  powers  of  India,  on  the  other; 
and  tliat  in  consequence  of  this  confederacy  Hyder 
Ally  invaded,  over-ran,  and  roioed  the  Carnatic ; 
and  that  Moodajee  Boosk,  instead  of  ardeniiy 
catching  at  the  o^ects  presented  to  his  ambition  by 
the  said  Hastingjs,  sent  an  army  to  the  frontiers  of 
Bengal;  which  army  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
Mas  at  length  forced  to  buy  off  with  twenty-six 
lacks  of  rupees,  or  ^.300,000  sterling,  after  a 
.series  of  qpgotiations  with  the  Mahratta  Chiefs, 
who  commanded  that  army,  founded  and  conducted 
on  principles  so  dishonourable  to  tlie  "British  name 
and  character,  that  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  whom  the  rest  of  the  pro^ 
ceedings  in  that  business  were  reported  to  the  House, 
haoe  upon'  due  consideration  thought  it  proper  to 
leaoe  out  the  letter  of  imtructions  to  Mr.  AndersoUj 
viz.  those  >given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to 
the  representative  of  the  British  Grovemment ;  and 
concerning  which  the  said  Committee  have  reported 
in  the  following  terms : — ^^  The  schemes  of  policy, 
**  by  which  the  Govemour-Genersl  seems  to  have 
^^  dictated  the  instructions  he  g^ve  to  Mr.  Andepson 
'*  [the  g^tleman  deputed]  will  also  appear  in  this 

^^  document. 
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doctrHfient,  as  well  respecting  the  pflrticufaar  sw> 
cesMon  to  the  Raiye,  as  alAO  the  mode  of  acoodi*- 
modating  the  demand  of  Chaut,  the  establishment 
of  which  was  apparently  the  great  aim  of  Mooda- 
jee's  political  manceuvree,  while  the  Oovernour* 
'^  General's  wish  to  defeat  it  was  avowedly  more 
"  intent  on  the  removal  of  a  nominjal  disgrace, 
'^  tlian  01)  the  anxiety  or  resolution  to  be  free  froiti 
'*  an  expensive,  if  an  unavoidable  encunibnufice." 

That  while  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  endea- 
vouring to  persuade  the  Rajah  of  fierar  to  engage 
with  him  in  a  scheme  to  place  the  said  Rajah  aft 
the  head  of  the  Malvratta  empire,  the  Presidency 
of  Bombay,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  specially  vested 
in  them  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  HasHngs,  ^Ad 
really  engage  with  Ragonaut  Row,  the  other  com-* 
petitor  for  the  same  object,  and  sent  a  great  part  of 
their  military  force  established  for  the  defence  of 
Bombay,  on  an  expedition  with  Ragonaut  Row,  to 
invade  the  dominions  eif  the  Peshwa,  and  to  take 
Poona,  the  capital  thereof;  that  this  army  being 
surroun  ied  and  overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas  was 
obliged  to  capitulate ;  and  then,  through  the  mo- 
deration of  the  Mahrattas,  was  permitted  to  return 
quietly,  but  very  disgracefuify^  to  Bombay.  That^ 
supposing  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  have 
been  justified  in  abandoning  the  project  of  rein- 
stating Ragonaut  Row,  whicfh  be  at  first  authorized, 
und  promrsed  to  support,  and  in  preferring  a 
TOI-.  xxi.  f  f  schema 
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ecbeme  to  place  the  Rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head 
of  the  Mahratta  empire,  he  was  bound  by  his 
duty,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  Presidency  of 
■Bombay,  to  ^ve  that  Presidency  Umely  notice  of 
such  )m  intention,  and  to  have  restrained  them 
positively  from  resuming  their  own  (Moject ;  that  on 
the  contrary  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the 
.17th  of  August  1778,  9i;gdLm  authorize  the  said  Pre- 
sidency "  to  assist  Ragoba  with  a  military  force  to 
^'  conduct  him  to  Poona,  and  to  establish  him  ia 
:**  the  regency  there ;'  and,  so  far  from communi- 
icating  his  change  of  plan  to  Bombay,  did  keep  it  con- 
cealed from  that  Presidency,  insomuch  that,  even  so 
late  as  the  1 9th  of  February  1 779,  William  Hornby, 
then  Govemour  of  Bombay,  declared  in  Council 
.his  total  ignorance  of  the  schemes  of  the  said 
Hastuigs,  in  the  following  terms :  ^^  the  schemes  of 
"  the  Govemour-General  and  Council,  with  regard 
^'  to  the  Rajali  of  Berar^  being  yet  unknown  to  us,  it 
.  **  is  impossible  for  us  to  found  any  measures  on 
"  them ;  yet  I  cannot  help  now  observing,  that  if, 
"  as  has  been  conjectured,  the  gentlemen  of  that 
'^  Presidency  have  entertained  thoughts  of  restoring, 
*^  in  his  person,  the  ancient  Rajah  government,,  the 
'^  attempt  seems  likely  to  be  attended  with  no 
*'  3maU  difficulty  :**  that  whereas  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  repeatedly  affirm,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  support  the  plan  formed  by  the  Presi- 
dency of  Bombay  in  favour  of  Ragoba,  and  did 


AGAINST  WARltEK   HASTINGS.  435 

repeatedly  authorize  and  encourage  them  to  pursue 
it,  he  did  nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  in  his 
letters  and   declarations  to  the  Peshwa,  ,to    the 
Nizam,  and  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  falsely  and 
perfidiously  affirm,  that  it  neoer  was  nor  is  designed 
by  the  English  Chiefs  to  give  support  to  Ragonaut 
Jtotv;  that  he,  Hastings,  had  no  idea  of  supporting 
Ragonaut  Row ;  and  that  the  detachment  he  had 
sent  to  Bombay  was  solely  to  awe  the  French^  without 
the  least  design  to  assist  Ragonaut  Raw :  that  sup* 
posing  it  to  have  been  the  sole  professed  intention 
of  the  said  Hastings,  in  sending  an  army  across 
Jndia,  to  protect  Bombay  against  a  French  invasion, 
even  that  pretence  was  false,  and  used  only  to  cover 
the  real  design  of  the  said  Hastings,  viz.  to  engage 
in  projects  of  war  and  conquest  with  the  Rajah  of 
Berar.     That  on  the  nth  of  October  1778  he 
informed  the  said  Rajah,  ^^  that  the  detachment 
'^  would  soon  arrive  in  his  territories,  and  depend 
'^  on  him   Moodajee   Boosla  for    its  subsequent 
"  operations :"  that  on  the  7th  of  December  1778 
the  said  Hastings  revoked  the  powers  he  had  before 
given*  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay^ over  the  de-    '(h  iw 
tachment,   declaring,   that  the  event  of  Colonel  Ln^ 
Goddard's  negotiation  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar  was 
likely  to  cause  a  very  speedy  and  essential  change  in 
the  design  and  operations  of  the  detachment ;  and 
that  on  the  4th  of  March  1779  the  said  Hastings^ 
immediately  after  receiving  advice  of  the  defeat  of 
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the  Bomlmy  aruiy  near  Poona,  ahd  when  Boinbay 
if  ai  any  time,  particularly  rietjuired  to  be  protected 
against  a  French  invasiort,  did  d^cctere  in  Council,  that 
he  disked  for  Ike  return  of  the  detachfient  to  Berar^ 
tfMrf  dreaded  to  hear  ^  its  proceeding  to  the  Malah&t 
dbasf ;  and  therefore,  if  the  said  Hastihgi  did  tibt 
tWrtk  that  Bombay  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked 
by  iSife  French,  he  was  guilty  of  repeated  fals^ooffe 
ih  affirming  the  contrary  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
irtg  a  criminal  design ;  or,  if  he  thought  Aat  Bom- 
bay was  iihftiedi^tely  tlireatened  x^-tth  that  danger, 
hte   then  Was  guilty  of  treachery  in  ordering  an 
army,  necessary  on  that  supposition  to  the  imme- 
diate defence  of  Bombay,  to  halt  in   Berar,  to 
ife|>erid  oh  thfe  Raj^h  of  BerAr  for  fts  isubseqaent 
operations,  or  on  the  exent  of  a  negtftiafton  with  that 
prince,  whith,  as  the  iaiid  Hasting^  declared,  "o^as 
Kktty  to  ctmse  a  tery  speedy  and  essential  change  ih 
ihe  design  afid  vperationi  (f  the  detdchment;  and 
finally,  m  dedarliig  that  he  dreaded  to  hear  of  the 
ikiid  detachmeftt's  proceeding  to  the  Malahctr  coast\ 
Whither  he  otght  to  have  ordered  it  without  delay, 
if,  as  he  has  soleAinly  aJfiSrmed,  it  was  true  that  he  had 
heen  told  by  the  highest  authority  that  a  pouTrfM 
armament  had  been  prepared  in  France,  the  frA 
object  of  "which  rcas  an  attack  upon  Bombay ;  and 
that  he  knew  rvith  mdral  ceftaiMyy  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  adjacent  continent  were  ready  to  join 
ike  invasion. 

That 
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That  through  the  whole  of  these  transactions  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  has  h»een  guilty  of  continued 
falsehood,  fraud,  contradiction,  and  duplicity,, 
highly  dishonourable  to  the  character  of  th^  British 
nation ;  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unjust  and  ill- 
concerted  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings^  the  Bfitisbi 
arms,  heretofore  respected  jn  India,  have  suffered 
repeated  disgraces,  and  great  calamities  have  been 
ttiereby  brougl^t  upon  India;  and  that  th^  ^^\(f^ 
Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  exciting  and  proinoting 
the  late  unprovoked  and  unjustifiable  war  agaiq^^ 
the  Mahrattas,  as  in  the  conduct  thereof,  has  be^a 
guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

Th^t  by  \\]e  definitive  treaty  of  peace  conclude^ 
wit|i  the  M^hratta^  at  Poorunder,  pp  the  ]st  of 
jVfarch  1 7  76,  the  Mahrattas  ^ve  up  all  right  an4 
title  tQ  the  island  of  Salsette,  unjustly  taken  froio 
th^m  by  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  ;  did  also  giy^ 
up  to  the  English  Company  for  ever  all  right  ai)^ 
title  to  their  eqtire  ^\iSLr^^  of  the  city  and  Pi)rgunii§)i 
of  Broach ;  did  p\^q  giye  for  ever  tp  th^  English 
Company  a  country  pf  ^^lype  l^pks  of  rupees  x^V^m^t 
near  to  Bpacb ;  and  (|i4  ^Isp  a^ee  to  pay  to  th^ 
Company  twelve  }^cj|f:^  qf  rupjee^,  iq  part  pf  the 
expenses  of  the  pnglish  anpy  i  and  tbaf  the  terms  of  /RMoia* 
tl}Q  ^aid  treaty*  ^fe  hqtff(tfralf(p  a^4  adofff^fagfous  Hoase  of 
to  tk^  India  Cqmp^fw.  ts  Mar 

That  Warrep  I^a^tjogs  paying  brojcen  (h«  ^ aid 
,  a|i4  fpFciM  ^  ¥9fe««»  into  ftpojj^^r  yrsr, 

F  p  3  by 
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by  a  repeated  invasion  of  tiieir  country,  and  having 
conducted  that  war  in  the   manner  hereinbefore 
described,  did,  on  the  1 7th  of  May  1 782,  by  the 
agency  of  Mr.  David  Anderson,  conclude  another 
treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  alliance  with  the 
Mahrattas,  by  which  the  said  Hastings  agreed  to 
deliver  up  to  thern  all  the  countries,  places,  cities, 
and  forts,  particularly,  the  island  of  fiassein  (taken 
from  the  Peshwa,  during  the  war),  and  to  relin- 
quish  all  claim  to  the  country  of  three  lacks  of 
rupees,  ceded  to  the   Company  by  the  treaty  of 
Poorunder:  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also 
at  the  said  time,  by  a  private  and  separate  agree* 
ment,  deliver  up  to  Madajee  Scindia  the  whole  of 
the  city  of  Broach  :  that*  is,  not  only  the  share  in 
the  said  city,  which  the  India  Company  acquired 
by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  but  the  other  share 
thereof,  which  the  India  Company  possessed  for 
several  years  before  that  treaty ;  and  that  among 
the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for 
totally  stripping  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  of  all 
their  possessions  on  the  Malabar  coast,  he  has  de- 
clared that  '^  from  the  general  tenour  of  the  rest  of 
'^  the  treaty,  the  settlement  of  Bombay  would  be 
''  in  future  put  on  such  a  footing,  that  it  might  well 
*^  become  a.  question,  whether  the  possession  of  mi 
"  inconsiderable    tenitory,    without   forts,  would 
"  not  be  attended  with  more  I0S3  than  advantage, 
'^  as   it  must   necessarily  occasion  ^  considerable 

^*  expense 


I 
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"  expense,  must  requiretroops  for  its  defence,  and 
^  might  probably  in  the*  end  lead,  as  Scindia 
"  apprehended,  to  a  renewal  of  war." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  this 
manner  put  an  end  to  a  war  commenced  by  him 
withput  provocation,  and  continued  by  him  without 
necessity,  and  having  for  that  purpose  made  so 
many  sacrifices  to  the  Mahrattas  in  points  of  essen- 
tial interest  to  the  India  Company,  did  consent  and 
agree  to  other  articles  utterly  dishonourable  to  the 
British  name  and  character,  having  sacrificed  or 
abandoned  every  one  of  the  native  princes,  who  by 
his  solicitations  and  promises  had  been  engaged  to 
take  part  with  us  in  the  war ;  and  that  he  did  so 
without  necessity,  since  it  appears  that  Scbdia,  the 
Mahratta  Chief,  who  concluded  the  treaty,  in  eoery 
part  of  his  conduct  manifested  a  hearty  desire  of 
establishing  a  peace  with  us ;  and  that  this  was  the 
disposition  of  all  the  parties  in  the  Mahratta  con- 
federacy, who  were  only  kept  together  by  a  general 
dread  of  their  common  enemy,  the  English,  and  who 
only  waited  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  us  to 
return  to  their  habitual  and  permanent  enmity 
against  each  other:  That  the  Govemour-General 
and  Council,  in  their  letter  of  31st  August  1781^ 
made  the  following  declaration  to  the  Court  of 
Directors':  '^  The  Mahrattas  have  demanded  the 
"  sacrifice  of  the  person  of  Ragonaut  Row,  the 
**  turrender  of  the  fort  and  territories  of  Ahme- 

F  F  4  **  dabady 
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*^  dabady  mid  of  tbe  fortress  of  Gualior,  which  art 
"  mi  mirs  toghe,  and  which  we  could  not  wrest  from 
"  the  proprietors  without  the  greatest  violation  o^ 
'^  publick  Jaith.  No  state  of  affairs,  in  our  opi- 
''  nions,  could  warrant  our  acquiescence  to  such 
*^  requisition  ;  and  we  are  morally  certain^  that,  had 
'^  we  yielded  to  tliem,  such  a  consciousness  of 
^'  the  state  of  our  affairs  would  have  been  iuiplied, 
*^  as  would  have  produced  an  effect  the  very  reverse 
*'  from  that,  for  which  it  wa&  intended,  by  raising 
'^  the  presumption  of  the  enemy  to  exact  yet  more 
'^  igno7nuuQus  terms,  or  perhaps  their  refusal  to 
"  accept  of  any  ;  iior^  in  our  opinion,  would  th^ 
'^  have  tailed  to  excite  in  others  the  same  belief, 
^'  and  ttie  consequent  decision  of  all  partie3 
^^  against  us,  as  the  natural  consequences  of  our 
"  decline/*  That  the  said  Hastings  himself  in  bi3 
instructions  to  Mr*  Pavid  Anderson,  after  autbo- 
ming  him  to  restore  ally  that  we  bad  conquered 
fluring  the  war,  expressly  ^'  excepted  Ahmedabady 
"  ^nd  tlie  territory  conquered  for  Futty  Sing  Qwi- 
^^  eowar/'  Tb^t  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings  in 
the  peace  concluded  by  him,  has  yielded  to  ^very 
one  of  ilie  conditions  reprobated  in  tiie  preceding 
declanitions  as  igiiominiOHS^  wd  ineompatibl?  w  ith 
publick  faith. 

That  the  said  Wairen  Ha$ting3  did  abandon  tbe 
Rana  of  Cohud  ia  die  manner  already  charged; 
BaA  tba|  tba  mA  I4ai»»  ba#  jipt  p^y  |pst  tb^  foit 

»3  of 
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of  GuaUory  but  all  his  own  country,  and  is  himself  a 
l^risoneF.-r-That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interpose 
to  obtain  ^y  terms  in  favour  of  the  Nabob  of 
Bopaul>  who  was*  xtiik  great  reason  desirous  of  »And€f 
coaicealing from  the  Mahrattas  the  attachment  he  o?  m  Janu- 
}ia4  born  to  th^  English  Government ;  the  said  ^^^ 
J^^abob  having  a  just  dread  of  the  danger  of  being 
exposqd'  to  the  resentment  of  the  Mahrattas,  ancj 
no  dependence  uq  the  fipiith  and  protection  of  the 
Jjlglisb.  That  by  the  yth  Article  of  the  treaty 
with  Futty  Sing  it  was  stipulated,  that,  when  a 
negotiation  for  peace  shall  take  place,  bis  interest 
shguld  be  prin^arily  considered;  and  tha(  Mp 
Pavid  Anderson,  the  minister  and  representative  of 
the  Gov^rqpur-General  and  Council,  did  declare 
tp  Sciudia,  that  it  was  indispensably  incumbent  on 
US  to  suppoit  Futty  Sing  6  rights. 

That  nevertheless  every  acquisition  made  for  of 
by  the  said  Fqtty  Sing  during  the  war,  particularly 
thf  fort  a7i4  territories  of  4hmcdabad^  were  gjven 
up  by  the  said  Hastings :  that  Futty  Sing  was  re- 
placed under  the  subjection  of  the  Peshwa  (w}iQ§e 
resentment  he  had  provoked  by  taking  p^rt  with  \ffi 
in  the  wpr),  and  under  an  obligation  tp  pay  a  tribute, 
npt  specifie(J,  to  the  Peshwa,  and  to  p^erform  such 
services,  and  to  be  subject  to  such  obedience,  as 
lut4  iQn^  be^n  e^t((blishe4  and  {customary  /  ^nd  tl^af, 
po  limit  being  fixed  to  such  (ribjMte  or  services,  th^ 
faid  Futty  Sing  h*f  b^n  Jeft  jy/ipUy  at  tl>Q  pm^lf 
iof  the  Mahrattas. 
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and  retard  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  by  employing 
different  ministers  at  the  Courts  of  the  several 
confedei'ate  powers,  whom  he  severally  empowered 
to  treat  and  negotiate  a  peape. — That  these  minis- 
ters not  acting  in  concert,  pot  knowing  the  extent 
of  each  other's  commissions,  and  having  no  instruc- 
tions to  compiunicate  their  respective  proceedings 
to  each  other,  did,  in  effect,  counteract  their  seve- 
ral negotiations. — That  this  want  of  concert  ancj 
of  simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and  intricacy  in  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  q^gotij^tion  on  our  part, 
wa3  complained  of  by  our  ministers  a3  embarrass- 
ing arid  disconcerting  to  as,  while  it  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  adverse  party,  who  were  thereby 
furnished  with  opportunity  wd  pretence  for  delay^ 
when  it  suited  their  purpose,  and  epabled  to  play 
pff  one  set  of  negotiators  against  another ;  that  \t 
«l$o  ereated  jealousy  and  distrust  in  the  various 
contending  parties,  with  whom  we  were  treating  at 
the  satne  time,  and  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to 
make  contradictory  professions,  while  it  betrayed 
^nd  exposed  to  them  all  pur  own  eagerness  f^nd 
impatience  for  peace ;  raising  thereby  the  general 
claims  and  pretensions  pf  the  enemy.  That 
livhile  Palhousie  Watherstoq,  Esquire,  W9S  treating 
fLt  Poon^,  and  David  Ander^n,  £^uire,  in 
gcindia's  c^mp^  with  sepgirajje  powers  applied  to  t)j^ 
same  object,  the  minister  »t  pppnftlj  informed  the 
?ai4  W#ei^J»n,  th^l;  lie  ^  refipiyetj  pippppals 

for 
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for  pteace  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  with  the  appro- 
bation of  Sir  Eyre  Coote ;  that  he  returned  other 
proposals  to  the  said  Nabob  of  Arcot,  tv*ho  had 
assured  him  (the  minister)  that  those  proposals 
would  be  acceded  to,  and  that  Mr.  Macpherson 
icould  set  out  for  Bengal,  after  which  orders  should 
he  vmmediatelif  dispatched  from  the  honourable  the 
Go^emaur-Gcneral  and  Council  to  the  effect  he 
wislied.  That  the  said  Nabob  "  had  promised  to 
^*  obtain  and  forward  to  him  the  expected  orders 
*'  from  Bengal  in  fifteen  daysj  and  that  he  was  there- 
**  fore  every  instant  in  expectation  of  their  arrival; 
and  observed  that,  when  General  Goddard  pro- 
posed to  send  a  confidential  person  to  Poonah, 
**  he  conceived  that  those  orders  must  have  actually 
**  reached  him  :"  that  therefore  the  treaty,  formally 
concluded  by  David  Anderson,  was  in  effect  and 
substance  the  same  with  that  offered,  and  in  reality 
concluded  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  of  Salsette,  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
had  agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mahrattas.  That  the 
intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  pressing 
for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on  terms  so  disho- 
nourable, and  by  measures  so  rash  and  ill -concerted, 
was  not  to  restore  and  establish  a  general  peace 
throughout  India,  but  to  engage  the  India  Company 
in  a  new  war  against  Hyder  Ally,  and  to  make 
the  Mahrattas  parties  therein.  That  the  eager- 
i^iess  and  passion,  with  which  the  said  Hastings  pur- 
sued 
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sued  this  object,  laid  him  open  to  the  Mabrattas, 
who  depended  thereon  for  obtaining  whatever  they 
should  demand  from  us. — ^That  in  order  to  carry 
the  point  of  an  offensive  alliance  against  Hyder 
Ally,  the  said  Hastings  exposed  the  negotiation  for 
peace  with  the  Mahrattas  to  many  difficulties  and 
delays.  That  the  Mahrattas  were  bound  by  a 
clear  and  recent  engagement,  which  Hyder  had 
never  violated  in  any  article^  to  make  no  p>eace 
with  us,  which  should  not  include  him ;  that  they 
pleaded  the  sacred  nature  of  th\s  obligaition  in 
answer  to  all  our  requisitions  on  thb  head,  while 
the  said  Hastings,  still  importunate  for  his  favourite 
point,  suggested  to  them  various  means  of  recon- 
ciling a  substantial  breach  of  their  engagement  v^qth 
a  formal  observance  of  it,  and  taught  them  how 
they  might  at  once  be  parties  in  a  peace  with 
Hyder  Ally,  and  in  an  offensive  alliance  for  im- 
mediate hostility  against  him.  That  these  lessons 
of  publick  duplicity  and  artifice,  and  these  devices 
of  ostensible  faith  and  real  treachery,  could  have 
no  effect  but  to  degrade  the  national  character,  and 
to  inspire  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  with  whom  we 
were  in  treaty,  with  a  distrust  in  our  sincerity  and 
good  faith. — ^That  the  object  of  this  fraudulent 
policy  (viz.  the  utter  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and 
a  partition  of  his  dominions)  was  neither  wise  in 
itself,  or  authorized  by  the  -orders  and  instnictioDS 
of  the  Company  to  tbtir  servants ;   that  it  was 

incompatible 
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incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  which 
Hyder  Ally  was  included,  and '  contrary  to  the 
repeated  and  best-understood  injunctions  of  the 
Company ;  being,  in  the  first  place,  a  bargain  for  a 
new  war,  and,  in  the  next,  aiming  at  an  extension 
of  our  territory  by  conquest  That  the  best  and 
soundest  political  opinions  on  the  relations  of  these 
states  have  always  represented  our  great  security 
against  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas  to  depend  pn 
its  being  balanced  by  that  of  Hyder  Ally ;  and 
the  Mysore  country  is  so  placed  as  a  barrier  be- 
tween the  Camatic  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  to  make 
it  our  interest  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that 
barrier,  than  to  level  and  destroy  it.  That  the 
said  treaty  of  partition  does  express  itself  to  be 
eoenttuU  with  regard  to  the  making  and  keeping  of 
peace ;  but  through  the  whole  course  of  the  said 
Hastings's  proceeding  he  did  endeavour  to  prevent 
any  peace  with  the  Sultan  or  Nabob  of  'Mysore, 
Tippii  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endeavour- 
to  frustrate  all  the  methods,  which  could  have 
rendered  the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and  partition 
mhoUy  unnecessary. 

That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  effectual 
.Btep  to  oblige  Hyder  Ally  to  make  good  the  condi- 
tions, for  which  they  had  engaged  in  his  behalf^  and 
the  war  continuing  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Camatic 
by  Tippoo  Sultan,    son  and  successor  of  Hyder 
.  Ally,  the  Presidency  of  Fort-St.-Geprge  undertook, 

upon 
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upon  their  own  authority,  to  open  a  negotiatAMi  ^ith 
lh6  said  Tfppoo  ;  which  measure,  though  indispeti»- 
sably  necessary,  the  said  Hastings  utter^  dtsap*- 
Jjroved  and  discountenanced,  expressly  denying  rtiat 
there  was  any  ground  or  motiTe  for  entering  hitb 
any  direct  or  separate  treaty  with  Tippoo ;  and  not 
consenting  to  or  authorizing  any  negotiation  for  sudi 
treaty,  until  after  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had  been 
brought  about  with  him  by  the  Presidency  of  Fort- 
St.-George,  in  August  17>3,  and  the  ministers  of 
■Tippoo  had  been  recdved  and  treated  wrth  by  that 
Presidency,  and  commissioners,  in  retm-n,  aciuatty 
sent  by  the  said  Presidency  to  the  Court  of  Poonah ; 
tt4iic!h  late  and  reluctant  consent  and  authority  were 
extorterd  from  him  the  said  Hastings  in  consequence 
of  the  acknot^-tedgment  of  his  agent  at  the  Court 
6f  Madajee  Schidra  (upon  whom  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  had  d^ended  for  enforcing  the  ckuses  of 
the  Mahratta  treaty)  of  the  precariottsness  of  such 
dependence,  and  of  the  necessity  of  that  direct  and, 
separate  treaty  with  Tippoo,  so  long  and  so  lately 
reprobated  by  thB  said  Warren  Hastings,  notwith- 
standing the  information  and  entreaties  of  the  Pre- 
sidency of  Port- St. -George,  as  well  as  fhe  known 
distresses  and  critical  situation  of  the  Company's 
aflairs. — ^That,  though  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
xiid  at  length  give  instructions  for  negotiating  and 
trftiklng  peace  with  Tippoo,  expressly  adding,  that 
^ose  instructions  extended  to  ^  tbe  points,  which 

occurred 
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occurred  to  hhn  or  theni  as  capable  of  being  agitated 
or  gained  upon  the  occasion — though  the  said  in- 
structions were  sent  after  the  said  commissioners  by 
the  Presidency  of  Fort-St. -George,  with  directions 
to  obey  them ; — though  not  only  the  said  instructions 
were  obeyed,  but  advantages  gained,  which  did  not 
occur  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; — ^though  the 
said  peace  formed  a  contrast  with  the  M ahratta 
peace,  in  neither  ceding  any  territory  possessed  by 
the  Company  before  the  war,  or  delivering  up  any 
dependant  or  ally  to  the  vengeance  of  his  adver- 
*  saries,  but  providing  for  the  restoration  of  all  the 
countries,  that  had  been  taken  from  the  Company 
and  their  allies ; — though  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Calcutta,  forming  the  legal  Government  of  Bengal 
in  the  absence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ratified 
the  said  treaty,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  then 
absent  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  out  of  the 
province  of  Bengal,  and  forming  no  legal  or  integral 
part  of  the  government  during  such  absence,  did, 
after  such  ratification,  usurp  the  power  of  acting  as 
a  part  of  such  government  (as  if  actually  sitting  in 
council  with  the  other  members  of  the  dame)  in 
the  consideration  and  unqualified  censure  of  the 
terms  of  the  said  peace.  That  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
with  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  keep  up  an  un- 
warrantable, clandestine  correspondence,  \\itbout 
any  communication  with  the  Presidency  of  Madras, 
wrote  a  letter  of  complaint,  dated  the  27th  of 
VOL.  XIX.  G  G  March 


450  ARTICLES  OP   CHARGE 

March  1784,  agabst  the  PreBidencj  of  that  placti 
wilhoiit  aay  ccHnmoxiicatioD  thereof  to  tha  aud  Pre- 
sidencyy  the  said  complaint  being  addressed  to  the 
said  Warren  Hasting^^  the  substaaea  of  whkk 
compbdok  was,  that  he  (the  Nabob)  had  not  been 
made  a  party  to  the  late  treaty :  and  altfaov^  his 
interest  had  been  sufficiently  pioirided  for  in  the 
said  treaty,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  sign  a 
declaration  on  the  a3d  of  May»  at  Luclcnow,  fiinn- 
ing  the  basid  of  a  nw  article,,  and  making  a  new 
party  to  the  treaty,  after  it  had  been  by  aU.  partiea 
(the  Supreme  Council  of  CcJcutta  included)  com- 
pleted and  ratified,  and  did  transmit  the  said  new 
stipulation  to  the  Presidency  at  Calcutta  solely  for 
the  purposes,  and  at  the  instigation,  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot ;  and  the  said  declaration  was  made  with- 
out any  previous  communication  with  the  Presidency 
aforesaid,  and  in  consequence  thereof  orders  were 
sent  by  the  Council  at  Calcutta  to  the  Presidency 
of  Fort-St-George,  under  tie  severest  threats  in 
case  of  disobedience ;  which  orders,  whatever  were 
their  purport,  woqld,  as  aa  undue  assui^ption  oi  and 
participation  in  the  government,  from  which  he  was 
absent,  become  a  high  misdemeanor ;  but^  being  to 
the  purport  of  opening  the  said  treaty  after  its  solemn 
ratification,  and  proposing  a  new  clause,  and  a  new 
party  to  toe  same,  was  also  an  ag^vation  of  such 
misdemeanor,  as  it  tended  to  coavey  to  the  XndiaQ 
Powers  an  idea  of  the  unsteadiness  of  the  councils 
sa  and 


1 
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and  determinations  of  tber  British  Government, 
aad  to  take  away  all  reliance  on  its  engagements, 
aad  as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the  affairs  of  the 
natioD  and  the  Company  to  the  hazard  of  seeing 
renewed  all  the  calamities  of  war,  from  whence  by 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  they  had  emerged,  and 
upon  a  pretence  so  weak  as  that  of  proposing  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot  to  be  a  party  to  the  same — though 
he  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  which  professed 
to  be  for  the  relief  of  the  Camatic ; — though  he 
was  not  a  party  to  the  former  treaty  with  Hyder, 
■aka  fdatire  to  the  Camatic ; — ^though  it  was  not 
certaio  whetlier,  if  the  treaty  were  once  opened, 
wad}  tiiat  even  Tippoo  should  then  consent  to  that 
Nabedb  8  being  a  party,  whether  he  (the  said  Nabob) 
wo«ld  agree  to  the  clauses  <^  the  same,  and  con- 
sequei^tly  whether  the  said  treaty,  once  opened, 
could  afterwards  be  concluded — ^an  uncertainty,  of 
which  he  the  said  Hastings  should  have  learned 
to  be  aware,  having  already  once  been  disappointed 
by  the  said.  Nabob  s  refusing  to  accede  to  a  treaty, 
which  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  for  him 
with  the  Dutch,  about  a  year  before. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  a 
flofenoa  axid  honourable  treaty  of  peace  by  an  unjust 
and  unprovoked  war ;  having  neglected  to  conclude 
that  war  when  he  might  have  done  it  witliout  loss 
of  honour  to  the  nation ;  havuig  plotted  and  con- 

Q  Q  i  trivedj 
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txived,  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage  the 
India  Company  in  another  war,  as  soon  as  the 
former  should  be  concluded  ;  and  having  at  last  put 
an  end  to  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  Mahrattas 
by  a  most  ignominious  peace  with  them,  in  which 
he  sacrificed  objects  essential  to  the  interests,  and 
submitted  to  conditions  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  honour,  of  this  nation,  and  with  his  own  declared 
sense  of  the  dishonourable  nature  of  those  condi* 
tions ;  and  having  endeavoured  to.  open  anew  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  throug)i  the 
means  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort-St -George,  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  honour,  and  which  esta- 
blished peace  in  India ;  and  thereby  exposing  the 
British  possessions  there  to  the  renewal  of  the  dan- 
gers and  calamities  of  war — has  by  these  several 
ads  been  guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and  mis- 
,  demeanors. 


XXL    CORRESPONDENCE. 


THAT  by  an  Act  of  the  13th  year  of  His 
present  Majesty,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  estabiish- 
*'  ing  certain  regulations  for  ,the  better  manage- 
"  ment  of  the  aflFairs  of  the  East-India  Company, 


"  as 


it 


i( 
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^  as  "^eW  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  "  The  Gover- 
*'  nour-General  and  Council  are  required  and 
"  directed  to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  orders 
"  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Court  of  Direc- 
**  tors  of  the  said  United  Company,  and  to  cor- 
"  resppnd  from  time  to  time,  and  constantly  and 

diligently   transmit  to  the  said  Court  an  exact 

particular  of  all  advices  or  intelligence,  and  of 
"  all  transactions  and  matters  whatsoever,  that 
"  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  relating  to  the 

government,  commerce,  revenues,  or  interest  <rf 

the  said  United  Company." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  above-recited  Act, 
the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their  General  Instruc- 
tions of  the  2gth  March  1774  to  the  Governour- 
General  and  Council,  did  direct,  ^^  that  the  cor- 
**  respondence  with  the  Princes  or  Country  Powers 
"  in  India  should  be  carried  on  through  the  Gover- 
"  nour-General  only ;  but  that  all  letters  to  be  sent 
'^  by  him  should  be  first  approved  in  Council ;  and 
*^  that  he  should  lay  before  the  Council,  at  their 
**  next  meeting,  all  letters  received  by  him  in  the 
"  course  of  such  correspondence  for  their  infor- 
'*  mation." 

And  the  Govemour-General  knd  Council  were 
therein  further  ordered,  "  That  in  transacting  the 
''  busmess  of  their  department  they  should  .  enter 
*^  with  the  utmost  perspicuity  and  exactness  all 
*•  their  proceedings  whatsoever ;  and  aU  dissents, 
'*  tf  such  should  at  any  time  be  made  by  any 

003  "  member 
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"  member  of  their  Board,  together  with  all  letters 
*'  sent  or  received  in  the  course  of  their  corre- 
^^  spopdence ;  and  that  broken  sets  of  such  pro- 
/^  ceedings,  to  the  latest  period  possible/  be 
"  transmitted  to  them  (the  Court  of  Directors) ; 
^^  a  ccMnplete  set  at  the  end  of  every  year,  and  a 
'^  duplicate  by  the  next  conveyance." 

That  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders,  and  in 
breach  of  the  above-recited  Act  of  ParLemen^ 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has^  in  sundry  instances, 
concealed  from  his  Council  the  corr^pop^ence 
carried  on  between  him  aod  the  IVinoes  or  Coui^ry 
Powers  10  India,  and  oeglected  to  communicate 
the  advices  and  intelligence  he  fiom  time  to  time 
received  from  the  British  Residents  at  ti^  diff&xxA 
Courts  in  India  to  the  other  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  without  their  knowledge,  counsel, 
or  participation,  has  dispatched  orders  on  matters 
of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  interests  (^  the 
Company. 

That,  moreover,  the  said  Warren  Hasting^,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  his  9wn  improper  and 
dangerous  practices  frony  his  ecnployers,  has  with- 
held from  the  Court  of  Directors,  upojci  stmdry. 
occasion^  copies  df  the  pnoceedv^  bad*  and  the 
correspondence  carried  on  by  him  in  hp0  efficMi 
capacity,  as  Governour-General,  whereby  tine  Court 
of'  Directors  have  been  kept  in  ijgQOcaiioe  of  mat- 
ters, which  it  highly  impcHted  them  $o  biQw^  and 

the 
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the  mffiiins  of  the  Company  have  been  exposed  lo 
much  inconvenieooe  and  injury. 

That  in  all  such  concealments  and  acts  done  or 
ordered  without  the  consent  and  authority  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has 
been  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 


XXII,  RIGHTS  OF  FYZOOLA   KHAN,  &c, 
BEFOEE  THE  TREATY  OF  LALL-DANG. 


I. 

THAT  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  who  now 
holds  of  the  Vizier  the  territory  of  R^mpore, 
Shawabad,  and  certain  other  districts  dependent 
thereon,  in  the  country  of  the  Rohillas,  is  the 
second  son  of  a  prince,  renowned  in  the  history 
of  Hindostan  under  the  name  of  Ali  Mohammed 
Kh&n,  some  time  sovereign  Of  all  that  part  of 
Bohilcund,  which  is  particularfy  distinguished  fay 
the  appellation  of  the  Kutteehr. 

11. 

Thajt  after  the  death  of  Ali  Mohaamied  afore- 
said, as  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  together  with  his  elder 
Imther^  was  then  a  prismier  of  war  at  a  placie 

G  0  4  ,         called 
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called  Herat,  "  the  Rohiikt  chiefs  took  possession 
*'  of  the  ancient  estates"  of  the  captive  princes ; 
and  the  Nabobs  FyzOola  Khan,  was  from  necessity 
compelled  to  wave  his  hereditary  rights  for  the 
inconsidenlble  districts  of  Rampore  and  Shawabad^ 
then  estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  lacks 
of  annual  revenue. 

III. 

That  in  1774,  on  the  invasion  of  Rohilcund  by 

the  ui)ited  armies  of  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowla 

and    the  Company,  the  Nabob,  FyzooVa  Kh&n, 

with  some  of  his  people,    was  present  at  the 

decisive   battle   of  St.   George,"   where    Haiiz 

ilhanet,   the  great   leader  of  the   Rohillas,   and 

many  others  of  their  principal  chiefs  were  slain ; 

» 

^ut,  escaping  from  the  slaughter,  Fyzoola  Khan 
^^  made  his  retreat  good  towards  the  mountain3 
"  with  all  his  treasure."  He  there  collected  tlie 
scattered  remains  of  his  countrymen ;  and  as  he 
was  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Ali  Mohammed 
Khan,  as  too  the  most  powerful  obstacle  to  his 
preten3ions  was  now  removed  by  the  death  of 
Hafiz,  he  seems  at  lengt;h  to  hav^  been  generally 
acknowledged  by  his  natural  subjects  the  undoubt- 
ed heir  of  his  father's  authority. 

IV. 

That,    *^  reg^ding   the   sacred    sincerity   and 
^'  friendship  of  the  English,  whose  goodness  md 

«  celebrity 
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"  celebrity  is  every  where  known,  who  dispossess 
'^  no  one^''  the  Nabob  Pyzoola  Khan  made  early 
overtures  for  peace  to  Colonel  Alexander  Cham- 
pion,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Company's  forces  , 
in  Bengal:  that  he  did  propose  to  the  said  Co- 
lonel Alexander  Champion,  in  three  letters,  received 
on  the  14th,  34th,  and  27th  of  May,  to  put  him- 
self under  the  protection  either  of  the  Company 
or  of  the  Vizier,  through  the  mediation,  and  with 
the  guarantee,  of  the  Company ;  and  that  he  did 
oflFer  "  whatever  was  conferred  upon  him,  to  pay 
^^  as  much  without  damage  or  deficiency,  as  any 
"  other  person  would  agree  to  do;"  stating  at  the 
same  time  his  condition  and  pretensions  herem- 
before  recited,  as  facts  '^  evident  as  the  sun ;"  and 
appealing,  in  a  forcible  and  awful  manner,  to  the 
generosity  and  mstgnanimity  of  this  nation,    ^'  by 
'^  whose  means  he  hoped  in.  God  that  he  should 
"  receive  justice ;'  and  as  "  the  person,  who  de- 
^'  signed  the  war,  was  no  more ;"  as  ^^  in  that  he 
^'  was  himself  guiltless ;"  and,  as  ^'  he  had  nevet 
'^  acted  in  such  a  manner  as   for  the  Vizier  to 
^^  have  taken  hatred  to  his  heart  against  him ;  that " 
he  might  be  reinstated  in  his  ancient  posses- 
sions^ the  country  of  his  father." 


It 


€i 


V. 

That  on  the  last  of  the  three  dates  above  men- 
doDed/  that  is  to  say,  on  the  a  7th  of  May,  the 

Nabob 
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NBix>b  Fyzoola  Kbin  did  also  send  to  tbe  cotn- 
mander-in-cbief  a  Vakeel,  or  ambassador,  who 
was  autborized  on  tbe  part  of  him  (tbe  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Kb&n,  his  master)  to  make  a  specifick 
offer  of  three  propositions;  and  that  by  one  of 
tbe  said  pHxipositioDs  "  aa  annual  increase  of  near 
"  ^.400,000  would  have  accrued  to  tbe  revenues 
"  of  our  ally,  and  the  immediate  acquisition  of 
"  above  X>J00,000  to  the  Company,  for  their 
"  influoice  in  effecting  an  accommodation  per- 
"  fectly  cooustent  with  their  engagements  to  the 
*'  Viaer,"  and  stricdy  consonant  to  the  demands 
of  jostioe. 

VI. 
That  90  great  was  the  confidence  of  tbe  Nabob 
Fyzoola  KMn  in  the  just,  humane,  and  liberal 
feelings  of  En^istunen,  as  to  "  lull  him  into  an 
"  inactivity"  of  the  most  essential  detriment  to  his 
interests ;  uoce,  "  in  the  hopes,  which  be  eoCer- 
"  tained  from  the  interpo^tion  of  our  Govem- 
"  ment,"  he  declined  the  invitaticn  of  the  Mogul 
to  join  tbe  arms  of  bis  Majes^  and  the  Mahrattas, 
"  refused  any  connexion  with  the  Seiks,"  and  did 
even  neglect  to  take  tbe  obnous  precaudtHi  of 
crossing  the  Ganges,  as  he  had  originally  intended, 
while  the  river  was  yet  fordable,  a  movement^ 
that  wo)ild  have  enabled  him  certainly  to  baffle 
all  pursuit,  and  {wobd)ly  "  to  ke^  tbe  Viaer  in 
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*'  a  State  of  disquietude  for  the  remainder  of  his 
"  life." 

VII. 
That  tlie  commander-in-chief,  Colonel  Alexfui- 
der  Champion  aforesaid,  "  thought  nothing  could 
"  be  more  hooourahle  to  this  nation  than  the  sup- 
*'  port  of  so  exalted  a  cliaracter;  and  whilst  it 
"  could  be  done  on  terms  so  advantageous,  sup- 
"  posed  it  very  unlikely  that  the  Vakeel's  propo- 
*'  sition  should  be  received  with  indiffer«ice ;" 
that  he  did  accordingly  refer  it  to  the  Adtnioistra- 
tion  through  Warren  Hastings,  Eiquire,  then  Go- 
vemour  of  Fort-WiUiam,  and  President  of  Beogal ; 
end  he  did  at  the  same  time  enclose  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan  to  the  said  Hastings ;  which  letter  does  not 
appear,  but  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  of  the 
same  tenour  with  those  before  cited  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; of  which  also  copies  were  sent 
to  the  said  Hastings  by  the  commander-in-chief; 
and  he  (the  commander-in-chief  aforesaid)  after 
ur^g  to  the  said  Hastings  sundry  good  and 
a^ent  arguments  of  policy  and  prudence,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Nabob  Fyzoda  Khio,  did  conclude  by 
"  wishing  for  nothing  so  much  as  for  the  adop- 
"  tion  of  some  measure  that  might  strike  all  the 
"  powo^  of  tlie  East  with  admiration  of  our  jus- 
"  tice,  in  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  tb«  Vi^er." 
VII 
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VIII. 

That  in  answer  to  such  laudable  wish  of  the  said 
commander-in-chief,  the  President  (Warren  Hast- 
ings) preferring  his  own  prohibited  plans  of  ex- 
tended dominion  to  the  mild,  equitable,  and  wise 
*  policy  inculcated  in  the  standing  orders  of  his  su- 
periour3,  and  now  enforced  by  the  recommendation 
of    the    commander-in-chief,    did,    instruct    and 
**  desire"  him,  the  said  commander-in-chief,  "  in- 
"  stead  of  soliciting  the  Vizier  to  relinquish  his 
"  conquest  to  F3'zoola  Khan,  to  discourage  it  as 
"  much  as  was  in  his  power ;"  although  the  said 
Hastings  did  not  once  express,  or  even  intimate, 
any  doubt  whatever  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's 
innocence  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  or  of  his 
hereditary  right  to  the  territories,  which  he  claimed ; 
but  to  the    said  pleas   of  the    Nabob    Fyzoola 
Kh4n,  as  well  as  to  the  arguments  both  of  policy 
and  justice  advanced  by  the  commander-in-cliief, 
tie  the  said  Hastings  did  solely  oppose  certain 
speculative  objects  of  imagined  expediency,  sum- 
ming up  his  decided  rejection  of   the  proposals 
made  by  the  Nabob  -  Fyzoola  Kh^n,  in  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  words : 

"  With  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khin,^  he  appears 
**  not  to  merit  our  consideration.  The  petty  saoc- 
**  reign  of  a  country  estimated  at  sir  or  eight  lach 
*^  ought  not  for  a  momerit  to  praoe  an  in^edimmt 

"  to 
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"  to  a^iy  qfour  measures^  or  to  affect  tfye  consistency 
"  of  our  canduetJ' 

IX. 
That  in    the  aforesaid    violent  and   arbitrary 
position  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  avow  it  to 
be  a  publick  principle  of  his  government,  that  no 
right,  however  manifest,  and  ho  innocence,  however 
unimpeached,  could  entitle  the  weak  to  our  pro- 
tection against  others,  or  save  them  from  our  o\^ti 
active  endeavours  for  their  oppression,  and  even 
extirpaUon,  should  they  interfere  with  our  notions 
of  political  expediency :  and  that  such  a  principle 
is  highly  derogatory  to  the  justice  and  honour  of 
the  English  name,  and  fundamentally  injurious  to 
our  interests,  inasmuch  as  it  hath  an  immediate 
tendency  to  excite   distrust,  jealousy,   fear,   and 
hatred    against    us   among   all   the    subordinate 
potentates  of  Hindostan. 

X, 

That,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  despotick  prin- 
ciple, the  President  (Warren  Hastings  aforesaid) 
did  persist  to  obstruct,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  every 
advance  towards  an  accommodation  between  the 
Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khin ;  and  particularly  on  the  1 6th  of  September, 
only  eight  days  after  the  said  Hastings,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  members  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  Bengal,  had  publickly  testified  his 

satisfaction 
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the  former  violent  and  unjust  principles  of  his  con- 
duct towards  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KhSn,  which 
principles  were  disgraceful  to  the  character,  and 
injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this  nation  :  and  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  thereby,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  exclude  himself  from  any  share  of 
credit  for  "  the  honourable  period  put  to  the 
"  Rohilla  war,  which  has  in  some  degree  done 
"  away  the  reproach  so  wantonly  brought  on  the 
"  English  name." 


RIGHTS  OF    FYZOOLA  KHAN,  under 

THE   TREATY   OF   LALL-DANG. 


1. 

THAT  notwithstanding  the  culpable  and  crimi- 
nal reluctance  of  the  President  Hastings,  herein- 
before recited,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^  was  finally  signed  and 
sealed,  on  the  7th  October  1 774,  at  a  place  called 
Lall-Dang,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the  attesta- 
tion of  the  British  commander-in-chief.  Colonel 
Alexander  Champion  aforesaid ;  and  that  for  the 
said  treaty  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  agreed  to  pay, 
and  did  .  actually  pay,  the  valuable  consideration 

of 
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of  half  his  treasure,  to  the  amount  of  15   lacks 
of  rupees^  or  £.  1 50,000  sterling,  and  upwards. 

II 

Tl^at  by  the  said  treaty  the  N(^b  Fyzoold 
ICb&n  was  established  in  the  qjuiet  possession  of 
Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  ^^  some  other  districts 
'^  dependent  thereon/'  subject  to  certain  con* 
ditions,  of  which  the  more  important  were  as 
follow : 

^^  That  Fyzoola  Khan  should  retain  in  his 
*\  service  5,000  troopsj  and  not  a  single  man 
**  more : 

^^  That  with  whomsoever  the  Vizier  should 
''  make  war,  Fyzoola  Kh^  should  send  tu^o  or 
'^  three  thousand  men,  according  to  his  ability,  to 
"  join  the  forces  of  the  Vizier : 

-  *^  And  that^  if  the  Vizier  should  march  in  per* 
'^  son,  Fyzoola  Kh&n  should  himself  accompany 
'^  him  xvith  his  troops.'' 

III. 

That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty  above  recited 
it  doth  plainly,  positively,  and  indisputably  appear^ 
that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khsb,  in  ca^e  oi  war, 
was  not  bound  to  furnish  more  than  three  thousand 
men  under  any  construction,  uidess  the  Vizier 
should  march  in  person. 

VOL.  xij.  H  B  IV.  That 
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IV. 
That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  was  not  posi- 
tively bound  to  furnish  so  many  as  3,000  men. 
Inn  ap  iadeftiite  nun»ber,  not  more  than  three, 
and  not  less  tha»  two,  thousand ;  that,  of  tha 
precise  number  within  such  KuntatioDS,  the  abifity 
of  FyBoola  Khftn,  and  not  the  discretioR  of  ^^ 
Viaer,  was  to  be  the  standard ;  and  that  1 
ability  could  only  mean  that,  which  was 
consistent  not  only  with  the  external  defence  of 
bis  JagWre,  but  with  the  internal  good  managpnent 
thereof,  both  as  to  its  police  and  revenue. 

V. 
That  even  in  ease  the  Viner  shorfd  march  m 
person,  it  might  be  reasonably  doubted  whether 
the  personal  service  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KbSn 
««  with  his  troops"  must  be  understood  to  be,  with 
all  his  troops,  or  only  with  the  number  before 
stipulated,  not  more  than  three,  and  not  less  than 
two,  thousand  men;  and  that  the  latter  is  the 
iBterpretatioB  Anally  adopted  by  Warren  Hastings 
aforesaid,  and  tba  Council  of  Bai^l,  who,  in  a 
letter  to  Ae  Court  of  Directors,  dated  Apiil  S^ 
17*3.  represent  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  relative 
to  tii«  stipulated  aid,  as  meaning  simply  that  Fy- 
zoola Khftn  "  should  send  s  or  9,00©  men  to  jofcr 

•tba 
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'^  the  ViiierV  forces,  oriilteiid  kt persofi  ki  custe 
^  it  should  be  requkite/ 

VL 

That  fMn  the  Afbreaaid  Mvms  ef  the  tteatf  ft; 
doth  net  speciieiilly  appesr  of  what  tfie  8ti|HiIated 
aid  t^hould  eonsid^  whether  ef  horse  er  foeil,  or  ill 
what  proportion  ^  both;  but  that  it  is  the  M^ 
corded  opinion,  maturely  formed  by  &e  bsAA  Mbs^^ 
higs  and  his  Council^  in  January  1 783,  that  even 
^  a  singte  horseman  included  in  fte  aid,  which 
^*  Fyzoeia  Khhn  might  fumisfh,  wotiM  prove  H 
**  literal  eomptianee  with  tiie 


VIL 

That;  ki  the  event  of  any  doubt  fttirly  arising 
Ipobi  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the  Nabob  Fyeoola 
KhAn,  in  consideration  of  his  hereditary  right  to 
the  whole  country,  and  the  price  by  him  aclorily 
paid  for  the  said  treaty,  was  in  equity  entitled  to 
the  most  favourable  constructioa. 

VIII. 

That,  from  the  attfstatioq  of  Colonel  Champion 
aforesaid,  the  Government  of  Calcutta  acquired 
the  same  right  to  interpose  with  the  Vizier  for  the 
pfoteetion  of  the  Nabob  Pyloola  Khfln,  as  they 
the  said  Ctovemment  had  before  dainied  from  a 
Aflftur  alfefiCBtioi^  of  Bk  Robert  Btekef  to  asslM 

H  H  3  *he 
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the  Vizier  in  extirpating  the  whole  nation  of  the 
said  Fyzoola  Kh&n;    more  especially  as  in   the 
case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  it  was  contrary  to  the 
remonstrances  of  the  tlien  administration,  and  the 
furthest  from  ^  the  intentions  of  the  said  Barker 
himself,  that  his  attestation  should   involve  the 
Company;  but  the  attestation  of  Colonel  Champion 
igas  ao^orized  by  all  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
meat,  as  a  ''  sanction"  intended  ''  to  add  validity" 
to  the  treaty  :  that  they  the  said  Government,  and 
in  particular  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the 
first  executive  member  of  the  same,  were  bound 
by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  duly  to  exercise  the 
aforesaid  right,  if  need  were ;  and  that  their  duty 
so   to  interfere   was  more    particularly  enforced 
by  the  •  spirit  of  the  censures  past  both  by  the 
Directors  and  Proprietors  m  the  Rohilla  war,  and 
the  satisfaction  expressed  by  the  Directors  '^  in 
^-  tiie  honourable  end  put  to  that  war/' 


GUARANTEE  of  the  TREATY  or 

LALL-DANG. 


THAT  during  the  life  of  the  Vizier  Sujah  ul 
Dowla,  and  for  some  time  after  his  death,  under 
fais  son  and  successour  Asoph  ul  Dowla,  the  Nabob 

25  Fyzoola 
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Fyzoola  Khdn  did  remain  without  disturbance  or 
molestation:  that  he  did  all  the  while  imagine 
his  treaty  to  be  under  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
pany from  Colonel  Champion's  affixing  his  signa* 
ture  thereto  as  a  witness,  "  which  signature,  as  he 
"  (Fyzoola  Khftn)  supposed/'  rendered  the  Com- 
pany the  arbitrators  between  the  Vizier  and  iiim- 
self,  in  case  of  disputes;  and  that  being  ^^  a  man 
of  sense,  but  extreme  pusiHanimityy  a  good 
farmer,  fond  of  wealth,  not  possessed  of  the  pas- 
sum  of  ambition"  he  did  peaceably  apply  him- 
self to  ^*  improve  the  state  of  his  country ;  and 
did,  by  his  own  prudence  and  attention^  increase 
the  revenues  thereof  beyond  the  amount  speci- 
fied in  Sujah  ul  Dowla's  grant." 


II. 

That  in  the  year  1777,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1778,  being  ^^  alarmed  at  the  young 
"  Vizier's  resumption  of  a  number  of  Jaghires 
'^  granted  by  his  father  to  different  persons,  and 
'^  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  his  conduct  in 
^  general ;"  and  having  now  learned  (from  whom 
does  not  appear,  but  probably  from  some  person 
supposed  of  competent  authority)  tliat  Colonel 
Champion  formerly  witnessed  the  treaty  as  a 
private  person,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^  did  make 
frequent  and  urgent  solicitations  to  Nathaniel 
Middleton,  Esquire,  then  Resident  at  Oude,  and  to 

H  H  3  Warrea 
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Warren  Hastic^  aforesaid,  tben  OoveMOur-Geoe- 
iml  of  Bengal^  ^^  for  a  rebovaid*n  of  hn  (^  Na* 
''  bob  Fysook  Kfaftn'a)  treaty  with  tile  late  Vinor, 
^  md  tbe  guarantee  of  the  Gom^m^"*  or  for  a 
^^  separate  agreement  nHth  tbe  Compaaf  for  hii 
^^  defence  ;'*  ccmwlering  them  (liie  Company)  ai 
"  tbe  only  power^  in  wUek  he  had  confideoee^ 
'<  and  td  whieh  bo  coidd  look  op  for  piolectfon.'* 

III. 

That  tbe  sidd  ReakliBnt  Middletcm,  and  ttie  eaid 

Governooi^General  Ifostkiga^  did  not^  as   they 

were  in  doty  bound  to  do,  endeavour  to  allay  the 

i^E^irrttteione  ai  the  Nabob  Fyiook  Kbfta  .by 

assuring  him  of  hn  safety  under  the  sendtiop  of 

Colonel  Champion's  attestation  aforesaid ;  but  by 

their  criminal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive  expres- 

i^ns  (as  thei<e  u  just  ground  from  their  subse^nt 

language  and  oonduct  to  believe)  tfaey,  tbe  saki 

Middleton  and  the  said  Hastingii  did  at  lesEai  keep 

lUive  and  confirm  (whoever  may  have  oripirily 

suggesteid)  the  said  aj^jrebensieii ;  and  that  such 

neglect  akme  was  tbe  more  hi^ly  culpaUe  ia  the 

said  Hastings,  inasmuch  as  hn  the  add  HostingB, 

kk  cOBJanckiAn  witii  other  smnben  of  the  Sdect 

Committee  of  the  then  Presidency  of  Bengnil^  did^ 

M  the  17th  bf  Septembeir  1774^  write  to  Cokmel 

Champion  afbresaad,  piMckfy  asathoriabig  biflt  the 

asiid  Cohmd  GfaampicHi  to  jok\  his  «*clM^i6  tlM 

accommodations 


"^ 
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Mcdmiiiodfttkxik  agreed  on  (betweto  the  Vtzi^r 
Sujah  111'  Doirfa,  md  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khkn) 
tooMtd  thdr  validity;  and  oti  tb^  6th  of  October 
foUo^iig  did  a^m  write  to  the  said  Colonel 
6hdiiip)eii  more  explicitly  to  join  hisr  Unction, 
^  etiiiMr  b;  attesting  the  treaty,  of  attmg  M 
''  guarantee  en  the  part  of  the  Gompahy  for  the^ 
*^  {lerfonMande  of  it  ;"*  both  which  tetters,  thoi^b 
(h^  did  not  arfhre  until  after  the  actual  i^ignatarc^ 
of  ttM  isAd  Colonel  Chmnpion,  do  yet  incoiitro^ 
yertibly  mark  the  solemn  intention  of  tfaef  said' 
GoftfiAltt^  (of  whidi  thd  ^id  Hasthigd  iit^as  Pre- 
MMk)  ttittt  ttfe  sanctioti  of  Colonel  Cban<pion*s 
dVfestelkifi'  shdtild  be  regardcfd  as  a  puUiCk,  liot  a 
fA¥tfy^y  mbtBon ;  and  it  was  more  peculiarly  in- 
diini^e  ckk  sueh  perMns;  who  had  been  members 
€l  iie^  said  Committee,  so  to  regard  the  same. 


IV. 

Thai  die  mA  Warren  HaitingEf  was  fiir^her 
gsihj  of  mudi  luminal  concealment  for  the  space 
of  '^  twelve  months^"  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  lay 
befoi^e  the  Board  the  frequent  and  urgent  solicita-^ 
ttods,  wluch  he  the  said  Has&igi  was  contkniaHy 
reoelvh^  from  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khdn,  until  the 
Sfih  of  MBEtch  1778:  on  which  day  the  said  Heist- 
itigs  did  communicate  to  the  Council  a  piibKcir 
tetter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  Resident  at 
Ottd^  Wxiuainting  the  Board  that  he  (the  said 

H  u  4  Middleton) 
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Middleton)  takmg  oecaBion  from  a  late  application 
of  Fyzoola  Kb&ti  for  the  Company  s  guarantee^ 
bad  deputed  Mr.  Daniel  Qctavus  Barwell  (nsBost^ 
ant  Read^nt  at  Benaresy  but  then  on  a  visit  to  the 
Resident  Middleton  at  Lucknow)  to  proceed  with,  a 
special  commission  to  Rampore,  there  to  inquire 
on  the  spot  into  the  truth  of  certain  reports  circu- 
lated to  the  prejudice  of  Fyzoola  Kh^  which 
reports  however  the  said  Middleton  did  afterwards 
confess  himself  to  have  ''  ahoayi*  thoaght  '^  m  the 
^*  highest  degree  improbabk.'' 

That  the  said  Resident  Middleton  did  ^'  request 
<<  to  know  whether,  on  proof  of  Fyzoola  Khin's 
*^  innocence,  the  honourable  Board  would  ba 
^'  pleased  to  grant  him  (the  Resident)  permission 
'^  to  comply  with  his  (Fy2oola  Khin's)  request  of 
''  the  Company's  guarantying  his  treaty  with  the 
*^  Vizier."  And  the  said  Middleton,  in  excuse  for 
having  irregularly  ^'  availed  himself  of  the  abilities 
"  of  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell,"  who  belonged  to  an- 
other statbn,.  and  for  deputing  him  with  the  afore- 
said commission  to  Rampore  without  the  previous 
knowledge  of  the  Board,  did  urge  the  {dea  ^^  ^ 
^^  immediate  necessity  ;"  and  that  such  plea,,  if  the 
necessity  really  existed,  was  a  strong  charge  and 
accusation^  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  fipom 
whose  criminal  neglect  and  concealment  the 
urgency  of  such  necessity  did  arise. 

V.  Thrt 
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.      V. 

That  the  Goveraour-Generaly  Warren  Hastings 
aforesaidy  did  immediately  move  **  that  the  Board 
*^  approve  the  deputation  of  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell, 
and  that  the.  Resident  (Middleton)  be  autho- 
rized to  offer  the  Company's  guarantee  for  the 
'^  observance  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the 
*^  Vizier  and  Fyzoola  Kh^,  provided  it'  meets 
"  with  the  Vizier's  concurrence;"  and  tliat  the 
Govemour-General's  prbposition  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative ;  the  usual  majority  of  Council  then 
consisting  of  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  near 
relation  of  Daniel  Octavus  Barwell  aforesaid,  and 
the  Govemour-General  Warren  Hastings,  who,  in 
case  of  an  equality,  had  the  casting  voice. 

VI. 

That  on  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  full 
and  early  assurance  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  ^*  having 
<<  preserved  every  article  of  his  treaty  inviolatie," 
the  Resident  Middleton  applied  for  the  Vizier*s 
concurrence,  which  was  readily  obtained;  the 
Vizier  however  j^em^^,  that  he  gave  his  consent 
**  taking  it  for  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola  Kh4n'8 
^*  receiving  the  treaty,  and  Khelaut  (or  robe  of 
'^  honour)  he  was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the 
^^  complimentary  presents  usually  offered  on  such 
'^  occasions,  and  ofwdi  an  amount  as  should  be  a 

manifestatum 
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^'  tnamfestatUm  of  Fyzoola  KMns  due  seme  rfhis 
^^  frimdshipj  and  suitable  to  his  Excellency  s  rank 
''  to  rtteioer  ind  ttwt  tb»  Hemtett  Middleton 
**  did  nako  hmts^tf  hi  wme  mesaxste  re^onaUe. 
^*  for  Ifte  8«t  presents  haag  ofttanDdyt  and-  did 
write  to  Mr.  UmnA  B^orwelL  MGdrdii^}t 

VIL 

TImti  dgreeaUy  to  titae  iesoiMoi  of  Goiiiicfl 
Mreinbefore  recked,  the  aolkuted  goUraiiltoe,  aodenr 
die  aoa^  of  tke  Residwk  Middbtoi^  thn  dniy 
Midioriied  dh  behitf  of  tke  CSontpBoy,  irm  tnii»: 
flrilted,  together  witti  tb^  rdn8#od  tnatj^  to  Mr. 
Daniel  fiarwell  aforesaid  at  Samporer;  aod  that 
they  were  botii  by  hmi^  the  said  BelFwdt^  prssi^tsd 
to  the  Nabob  FyfiKwla  JSbkt,  with  a  solemaity 
not  often  paralleled,  '^  in  the  presence  of  the 
^*  greatest  part  of  thfe  Nabob's  sabjects,  who  were 
^  aasembled,  tibat  tinr  ocrcmony  nngfat  eHrafe  a 
''  fiiU  belief  m  th^  breasts  of  dik  his  peo|ifee)  that 
'^  the  Golnpaay  would  protect  him  atl  k»^  as  he! 
'^  stricfly  adhered  to  die  letter^^hoB  treaty.'' 


VIIL 

That  in  die  ebnehiston  of  the  said  eetBoamf  Ihtf 
Nabob  Fycoob  Khki  did  deHfer  to  the  arid  Bar- 
wdl,  for  the  use  of  the  Vinef,  a  Kmtdt  ^  pre- 
sent)  of  ebsphants^  honesr  &ft  aod  dU  aidd  thanto 
a  kob  of  MpMa^  or^.  ]:0|00o,i  stA  opawls; 

wluch 
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whith  sum  tiatt  aatd  BanreU,  ^^  net  beiiig  authorized 
"  to  accept  any  pecuniary  consideration,  did  at 
'^  first  refuse;  but  upon  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  ur^ng, 
that  «ti  such  occasions  it  was  the  invariable 
"  enstom  of  Hindostan,  and  that  it  must  m  the 
^  present  be  expetetedj  as  it  had  been  formerly  the 
*^  ease^  (but  when,  does  not  appear) ;  he  the  safid 
Barweil  did  accept  the  "  said  lack  in  the  name 
of  the  Vizier,  our  ally,  ^^  in  whose  weaMi  (ail 
*^  Warren  Hastings^on  another  occamm  observed) 
^  w^  shoidd  parlkipate,**  and  on  whom  #e  at  that 
isma  had  an  aacttasalating  demand. 

IX. 

Thel^  owr  and  above  the  lack  of  rupees  thuspfe- 
sented  to  the  Vizier,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khdn  did 
likewise  oflbr  one  other  lack  of  rupees,  or  upwaards 
of  «£.  10,000  more  for  the  Company,  '^  as  some 
'^  acknowledgment  of  the  obligation  he  reeeived  : 
^  tfisEt  although  such  acknowledgment  was  not 
"  pretended  to  be  Hbo  invariable  custom  of  H^i'' 
^  dostan  on  aacb  oooasiom,  howevei^  it  mi^t  on 
''  the  present  be  expected;'*  Mr.  Daniel  BarweK 
aforesaid  (knowing  probably  the  disposition  and 
views  of  the  then  actual  Government  at  Calcutta) 
did  not,  eoen  atfrstj  decline  the  said  offer,  but,  as 
he wasnotempowiped to^ accept it^  did  immedialely 
propose  taking  a  bond  fiar  the  amount^  yOak  thef 
pteaadre-ei  thedoasdjhould  be  kaowir. 

That 
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That  the  offer  was  accordingly  communicated  by 
the  said  Barwell  to  the  Resident  Middieton,  to  be' 
by  him  the  Resident  refeited  to  the  Board;  and 
that  it  was  so  referred ;  that  in  reply  to  the  said 
reference  of  the  Resident  Middleton,  the  Gover- 
nour-General  (Warren  Hastings)  did  move  and 
carry  a  Vote  of  Council,  "  auUiorizing  Mr.  Mid- 
"  dleton  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzoola 
^^  Kh&n  to  the  Company  of  one  lack  of  rupees,** 
without  assigning  any  reason  whatever  in  support 
of  the  said  motion,  notwithstandbg  it  was  objected 
by  a  member  of  the  Board,  "  that,  if  the  measure 
'^  was  right,  it  became  us  to  adopt  it  without  such 
'^  a  consideration;"  and  that  ^'  our  accepting  of 
^'  the  lack  of  rupees  as  a  recompense  for  our  in- 
**  terposition  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  thb  Govern- 
"  ment  (of  Calcutta)  and  will  discredit  us  in  the 
"  eyes  of  the  Indian  Powers.*' 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  said  sum,  in  this 
circumstance,  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  said 
Government,  and  did  tend  so  to  discredit  ua ;  and 
that  the  motion  of  the  said  Hastings  for  such  ac- 
ceptance was  therefore  highly  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  this  nation. 

X. 

That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  Council  did 
further  disapprove  altogether  of  the  guarantee, 
"  as  unnecessary;"  and  that  another  member  of 

Council, 
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CouQCily  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  the  near  rela- 
tion of  Daniel  Octavus  .Barwell,  hereinbefore 
named,  did  declare  (but  after  the  said  guarantee 
had  taken  place)  that  ''  this  Government  (of  Cal- 
!^  cutta)  was  in  fact  engaged,  by  Colonel  Cham- 
^^  pion  s  signature  being  to  the  treaty  with  Fyzoola 
'^  Kh&n/'  that  the  said  unnecessary  guarantee  did 
not  only  subject  to  an  heavy  expense  a  prince, 
whom  we  were  bound  to  protect,  but  did  further 
produce  in  his  mind  the  following  obvious  and  na- 
tural ^conclusion ;  namely,  '^  thai  the  signature  of 
^^  amf  perscfiy  in  whatever  publick  capacity  he  at 
"  present  appears^  will  not  be  valid  and  of  effect^  as 
'^  soon  as  some  other  shall  JUl  his  station  /'  a  con- 
clusion, however,  immediately  tending  to  the  total 
discredit  of  all  powers  delegated  from  the  Board  to 
any  individual  servant  of  the  Company,  and  conse* 
quently  to  clog,  perplex,  and  embarrass,  in  future, 
all  transactions  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  and  to  disturb  the  security  of 
all  persons  possessing  Instruments  akeady^  so  rati- 
fied ;  yet  the  only  conclusion  left  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n^ 
which  did  not  involve  some  affiront  either  to  the 
private  honour  of  the  Company's  servants,  or  to 
the  publick  honour  of  the  Company  itself;  and  that 
the  suspicions,  which  originated  from  the  said  idea 
m  the  breast  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Resident  Middleton's  authority,  did  compel  the 
€rove];nour-Genera],  Warren  Hastings,  to  obviate 

the 
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the  tMideffMtB  of  hii  first  motion  for  the  giwiiBlat, 
by  a  seoood  motion,  namely,  ^  that  a  letter  be 
^  written  to  Fyaoola  Kb&n  from  myself,  etn^rmmg 
^*  ike  oUigatiMs  of  the  Compamf,  m  gwrmUiei  te 
^  the  treaty  formed  between  him  and  the  Visier ; 
<^  which  will  be  equivalent  in  Hft  efihct,  though  not 
^  b  form,  to  an  engagement  sent  him  with  the 
*^  Company^s  aaal  a|ked  to  it** 

That  whether  the  guarantee  aforoBaid  waa  ot  waa 
not  necessary ;  whether  it  created  a  new  oWgaidon, 
er  but  more  fully  reoognlsed  an  obligation  previ* 
oudy  existing;  the  GoTemour-General,  Warren 
Hastings,  by  the  said  guarantee,  did,  in  the  most 
explicit  manner,  pledge  and  eraimit  the  pubBck 
ftuth  of  the  Company,  and  the  nation ;  and  that  I7 
the  subsequent  letter  of  the  said  Hastings  (wind 
he  at  his  own  motion  wrote,  confirming  to  Fyaoola 
KhAn  the  aforesaid  guarantee)  die  ssid  Hastings 
did  again  ^edge  and  commit  the  puUick  fiuth  ef 
the  Gompttsy  and  the  nation,  in  a  manner  (aa  the 
said  Hastings  himself  reaoarked)  ^  equmilent  to  an 
^  engageasenl  with  the  Company's  seal  afixed  to 
^  it;**  and  more  particularly  binding  the  sokl 
Heatings  pereonally  to  exact  a  due  observance  ef 
tiie  guarantied  treaty,  espedaUy  to  protect  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  KhAn  against  any  arbitrary  cod* 
stmctieD)  or  miwarrantad  requisition  ist  die  Vifler. 


AOAiirra  wAiutnr  BAmMes, 


THANKS  or  the  BOARD  to 
.   Fy?P0U  KHAN. 


THAT  soon  after  the  eompledon  of  the  gua^ 
nntee,  in  the  same  year  17781  intelligence  was 
received  in  India  of  a  war  between  England  and 
France  I  that  on  the  first  intimation  tliereof  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  KhAn,  '*  being  indirectly  sounded," 
did  show  much  '^  promptness  to  render  the  Com- 
^^  pany  any  assistance  within  the  bounds  of  his 
*^  finances  and  ability  ;**  and  tliat  by  the  suggestion 
of  the  Resident  Middle^on,  hereinbefore  named, 
he  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n)  in  a  letter  to  the 
Govemour-General  and  Council  did  make  a  vo* 
luntapy  ^  offer  te  maintain  2,000  cavalry  (all  he 
<^  had)  for  our  service ;''  ^  though  he  was  under 
^  »o  obligatjpo  to  furnish  the  Company  with  a 
^  sin^  man.*^ 

11. 

That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khftn  did  even  '^anti- 
"  dpate  the  wishes  of  the  Board ;"  and  that  ^*  on 
'*  an  application  made  to  him  by  Lieutenant- 
''  Colonel  Muir,**  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KfaAn  did, 
*'  without  hesitation  or  delay,**  fiflmish  him  (the 
said  Muir)  with  500  of  his  best  cavalry. 

That  the  said  comdoct  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 

KhSn 
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Kb^  wa«  communicated  by  the  Company^s  ser* 
▼antSi  both  to  each  other,  and  to  their  employers, 
with  expressions  of  '^  pleasure''  and  ''  particular 
<'  satisfaction/'  as  an  event  *^  even  surpa3sing  their 
"  expectations:"  that  the  Govemour-General, 
Warren  Hastings,  was  officially  requested  to  con- 
vey '^  the  thanks  of  the  Board  \*  and  that,  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  bare  discharge  of  his  duty  und^  the 
said  request,  he  the  said  Plastiogs  did,  on  the  8th 
of  January  1779)  write  to  Fyzoola,  '^  that  in  his 
'^  own  namey'*  as  well  as  ''  that  of  the  Board,  he 
*^  (the  said  Hastings)  returned  him  the  warmed 
'^  thanks  for  this  instance  of  his  faithful  attachment 
'^  to  the  Company  and  the  English  nation." 


IV. 

That,  by  the  strong  expressicHis  above  recited, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  deliberately  and  em- 
phatically add  his  own  particular  confirmation  to 
the  general  testimony  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kb&ii» 
meritorious  fidelity,  and  of  his  consequent  claim  on 
the  generosity,  no  less  than  the  justice,  of  th« 
British  Government 


f  « 
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DEMAND  OF  Five  thousand  horse. 


I. 

THAT  notwithstanding  his  ovvn  private  honour 
thus  deeply  engaged,  notwithstanding  the  publick 
justice  and  generosity  of  the  Company  and  the 
nation  thus  solemnly  committed,  disregarding  the 
plain  import  and  positive  terms  of  the  guarantied 
treaty,  the  Govemour-General,  Warren  Hastings 
aforesaid,  in  November  1780  (while  a  body  of 
Fyzoola  Kh&n's  cavalry,  voluntarily  granted,  were 
still  serving  under  a  British  officer)  did  recommend 
to  the  Vizier  "  to  require  from  Fyzoola  Khftn  the 
**  quota  of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  fuT- 
"  nrshed  by  the  latter  fcM-  his  (the  Vizier's)  service, 
"  being  five  thousand  horse;"  though^  as  the 
Vizier  did  not  march  in  person,  he  was  not,  under 
any  construction  of  the  treaty,  entitled  by  stipula- 
tion to  moTt  than  "  ftw  or  tkree  thousand  troapSy" 
horse  and  foot,  "  according  to  the  ability  of  Fy- 
**  zoola  KhAn ;"  and  that,  whereas  the  said  Witfr6n 
Hasting$  would  have  been  guilty  of  very  crhninal 
perfidy  if  he  had  simply  ne^ected*  to  interfere  bb  a 
guarantee  against  a  demand  thus  plainly  contrary 
to  the  faith  of  treaty,  so  he  aggravated  the  guilt  of 
*  bis  perfidy,  in  the  most  atrocioui  degree,  by  being 
VOL.  XII.  li  himself 
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himself  the  first  mover  and  instigator  of  that  injus- 
tice, which  he  was  bound  by  so  many  ties  on  him- 
self, the  Company,  and  the  nation,  not  only  not  to 
promote,  but  by  every  exertion  of  authority,  in6u- 
ence,  and  power,  to  control,  to  divert,  or  to  resist 

II. 

That  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  to  the  Vizier 
did  represent,  with  many  expressions  of  deference, 
duty,  and  allegiance,  that 

The  whole  force  allowed  him  was  but  ^^  fire 
^'  thousand  men,"  and  that  ^'  these  consisted  of  two 
'^  thousand  horse,  and  three  thousand  foot ;  which 
'^  (he  adds)  in  consequence  of  our  intimate  con- 
^'  nexion  are  equally  your  s  and  the  Company's  ;* 
though  he  does  subsequently  intimate,  that  "  the 
'^  three  thousand  foot  are  for  the  management  of 
"  the  concerns  of  his  Jaghire,  and  without  them 
^^  the  collections  can  never  be  made  in  time." 

That  on  the  communication  of  the  said  answer 
to  the  Govemour-General,  Warren  Hasting,  he 
the  said  Hastings  (who  as  the  Council  now  consisted 
only  of  himself  and  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire^ 
"  united  in  his  own  person  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
^^  ment")  was  not  induced  to  relax  from  his  unjust 
purpose,  but  d}d  proceed  with  new  violence  to 
record,  that 

^^  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  hadeoaded  the  per- 
"  fortnance  of  his  part  of  the  treaty  between  the 

"  late 
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^\  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and  him,  to  which 
*'  the  honourable  Company  were  guarantees,  and 
^*  upon  which  he  was  lately  sumpioned  to  furnish 
^^  the  stipulated  number  of  troops,  which  he  is 
'^  obliged  to  furnish  on  the  condition,  by  which  he 
^  holds  the  Jaghire  granted  to  him/' 

That  by  the  vague  and  indefinite  term  of  evasion, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  introduce  a  loose  and 
arbitrary  principle  of  interpreting  formal  engage* 
ments,  which  ought  to  be  regarded,  more  especially 
by  guarantees,  in  a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupu- 
lous and  precise. 

That  he  charged  with  such  evasion  a  moderate, 
humble,  and  submissive  representation  on  a  point, 
which  would  have  warranted  a  peremptory  refusal, 
and  a  positive  remonstrance ;  and  that  in  conse- 
'|uence  of  the  said  imputed  evasion  he  indicated  a 
disposition  to  attach  such  a  forfeiture  as  in  justice 
could  only  have  followed  from  a  gross  breach  of 
ixeaty ;  though  the  said  Hastings  did  not  then  pre- 
tend any  actual  infringement  even  of  the  least 
among  the  conditions,  to  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
Company,  he  the  said  Hastings  was  the  executive 
guarantee. 

III. 

That  however  ^'  the  number  of  troops  stipulated 
fay  treaty  may  have  been  understood,"  at  the  period 
of  the  original  demand,  ^^  to  be  five  thousand 
^'  horse,"  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the 

I  i  2  time 
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time  when  he  recorded  the  supposed  evasiou  of 

Fyzoola  Khia  s  answer  to  the  said  deoiand,  could 

not  be  unacquainted  with  tlie  express  words  of  the 

stipulation,  as  a  letter  of  the  Vizier,  inserted  in  the 

same  Consultation,  refers  the  Govemour-Geoerai 

to  enclosed  copies  ^'  of  all  engagements  entered 

*    "  into  by   the  late  Vizier,  and  by  himself  (the 

"  reigning  Vizier)  with  Fyzoola  Khkn ;"  and  that 

the  treaty  itself  therefore  was  at  the  very  moment 

before  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  which  treaty  (as 

the  said  Hastings  observed  with  respect  to  another 

treaty,  in  the  case  of  another  person)  "  most  as- 

u^'an*     "  suredly  does  not  contain  a  syllable  to  justify  his 

tow»f dt    "  conduct ;  but  by  the  unexampled  latitude,  which 

feuce.       u  iiQ  assumes  in  his  constructions,  he  may,  if  he 

^^  pleases,  extort  this  or  any  other  meaning  from 

"  any  part  of  it." 

IV. 
That  the  Vizier  himself  appears  by  no  means  to 
have  been  persuaded  of  his  own  right  to  five  thou- 
sand horse  under  the  treaty ;  since  in  his  cdre- 
spondence  on  the  subject  he  (the  Vizier)  no  where 
mentions  the  treaty  as  the  ground  of  his  demand, 
except  where  he  is  recapitulating  to  the  Govemour- 
General,  Warren  Hastings,  the  substance  of  his 
(the  said  Hastings's)  own  letters ;  on  the  contrary^ 
the  Vizier  hints  his  apprehensions  lest  Fyzoola 
Kh^  should  appeal  to  the  ti^eaty  againsi  the  de^ 
mandi  fly»  a  breach  thereof^  in  which  case  he  (the 

Vizier) 
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Vizierl  informs  the  said  Hastings  of  the  projected 
reply :  "  Should  Fyzoola  Khin  (say^  the  Vizier) 
"  mention  any  thing  of  the  tenour  of  the  treaty, 
"  the  first  breach  of  it  has  been  comnutted  by  him^ 
^  in  keeping  up  more  men  than  allowed  of  by  the 
"  treaty :  I  have  accordingly  sent  a  person  to  settle 
^'  that  point  also;  In  case  he  should  mention  to 
"  me  any  thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I  will  then 
"  reproach  him  with  having  kept  up  too  many 
"  troops,  and  will  oblige  him  to  send  the  five  thou- 
*'  sand  horse ;"  thereby  clearly  intimating,  that  as 
a  remonstrance  against  the  demand,  as  a  breach  of 
treaty,  could  only  be  answered  by  charging  a  prior 
breach  of  treaty  on  Fyzoola  Kh^n,  so,  by  annulling 
the  whole  treaty,  to  reduce  the  questbn  to  a  mere 
question  of  force,  and  thus  "  oblige  Fyizopla  Kh&n 
"  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse :"  ^^  for  (continues 
'^  the  Vizier)  if,  when  the  Company's  afiairs,  on 
**  which  my  honour  depends,  require  it,  Fyzoolli 
"  Khan  will  not  lend  his  assistance,  what  use  is 
"  there  to  continue  the  country  to  him  ?" 

That  the  Vizier  actually  did  make  his  appiicatbn 
te  Fyzoola  Khin  for  the  5,000  horse,  not  as  for  an 
mdf  to  which  he  had  a  just  claim,  but  as  for  some- 
thing  over  and  above  the  obligations  of  the  treaty, 
soikiething,  "  that  would  give  increase  to  their 
*^  friendship,  and  satisfaction  to  the  Nabob  Go- 
**  vemour,"  (meaning  the  said  Hastings)  whose 
directi^os  be  represents  as  the  motive  ^^  of  his  call 

I  i  3  '*  for 
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^'  for  the  5,000  horse  to  be  employed'"  not  in  his 
(the  Vizier's)  but  in  the  "  Company's  service." 

And,  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hastings  did 
therefore,  in  recording  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Kh^n 
as  an  evasiop  of  treaty,  act  in  notorious  contradic- 
tion not  only  to  that,  which  ought  to  have  been  the 
fair  construction  of  the  said  tr  eaty,  but  to  that, 
which  he  the  said  Hastings  must  have  known  to  be 
the  Vizier's  own  interpretation  of  the  same,  dis- 
posed as  the  Vizier  was  ^'  to  reproach  Fyzoola 
"  Kh4n  with  breach  of  treaty,"  and  to  "  send  up 
^'  persons,  who  should  settle  points  with  him." 

V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  thinking* 
himself  justified,  on  the  mere  plea  of  an  evasion, 
to  push  forward  his  proceedings  to  that  extremity, 
which  he  seems  already  to  have  made  his  scope  and 
object,  and  seeking  some  better  colour  for  his  unjust 
and  violent  purposes,  did  further  move,  that  com- 
missioners should  be  sent  from  the  Vizier  and  the 
Company  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  to  insist  on  a  clause  of 
a  treaty,  which  no  where  appears,  being  essentially 
different  from  the  treaty  of  Lali-Dang,  though  not 
in  the  part,  on  which  the  requisition  is  founded  : 
and  the  said  Hastings  did  then,  in  a  style  unusually 
imperative,  proceed  as  follows : 

"  Demand  immediate  delvoery  cf  3,000  caoalty; 
''  and  if  he  should  evade^  or  refuse  compliance^  thai 

«  the 
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''  the  deputies  shall  deliver  him  a  formal  protest 
"  against  him  for  breach  of  treaty ^  and  return, 
"  making  this  report  to  the  Vizier,  which  Mr. 
"  Middleton  is  to  transmit  to  the  Board." 

VI. 

That  the  said  motion  of  the  Governour- General 
Hastings  was  ordered  accordingly,  tlie  Council,  as 
already  has  been  herein  related,  consisting  but  of 
two  members,  and  the  said  Hastings  consequently 
"  uniting  in  his  own  person  all  the  powers  of 
"  government." 

VII. 

That,  when  the  said  Hastings  ordered  the  said 
demand  for  3,000  cavalry,  he  the  said  Hastings 
well  knew  that  a  compliance  therewith,  on  the 
part  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  was  utterly  im- 
possible ;  for  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  at  the  very 
moment  before  him  a  letter  of  Fyzoola  Kh^, 
stating  that  he,  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  had  ''  but  two 
'^  thousand  cavalry"  altogether;  which  letter  is 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  Company,  in  the  same 
Consultation,  immediately  preceding  theGovemour- 
General's  Minute.  That  the  said  Hastings  there- 
fore knew,  that  the  only  possible  consequence  of 
the  aforesaid  demand  necessarily  and  inevitably 
must  be  a  protest  for  a  breach  of  treaty ;  and  the 
Court  of  Directors  did  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
the  said  demand  "  carried  the  appearance  of  a 

I  i  4  **  determination 
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*'  determination  to  create  a  pretext  for  depriving 
"  him  (Fyzoola  Kh&n)  of  his  Jagbire  entirely,  or 
**  to  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  Vizier." 

VIIL 

That  Richard  Johnson,  Esquire,  assistant  Resident 
at  Oude,  was,  agreeably  to  the  afore-mentioned 
order  of  Council,  deputed  commissioner  from  Mr. 
Middleton  and  the  Vizier  to  Fyzoola  Khdn ;  but 
that  he  did  early  give  the  most  indecent  proofs  of 
faring  partiality,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said 
Fyzoola  Kh4n ;  for  that  the  very  next  day  (as  it 
seems)  after  his  arrival,  he  the  said  Johnson,  from 
opinions  imbibed  in  his  journey,  did  state  himself 
to  be  ^*  unwilling  to  draw  any  favodrableor  flatter- 
"  ing  inferences  relatively  to  the  object  of  bis 
*^  mission ;"  and  did  studiously  seek  to  find  new 
breaches  of  treaty ;  and  without  any  form  of  regu- 
lar inquiry  \diatever,  from  a  single  glance  of  his  eye 
in  passing,  did  take  upon  hioiself  to  pronounce 
**  the  Rohilla  soldiers,  in  the  district  of  Rampore 
'  alone,  to  be  not  less  than  20,000,"  and  the  grant 
of  course  to  be  forfeited*  And  that  such  a  gross 
and  palpable  display  of  a  predetermination  to  dis- 
cover guilt  did  argue  in  the  said  Johnson  a  know- 
ledge, a  strong  presumptioni  or  a  belief,  that  such 
repfesentations  would  be  agreeable  to  the  secret 
wishes  and  views  of  the  said  Hastings,  under  whose 
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carders  he  the  said  Johnson  acted,  and  to  whom 
all  his  reports  were  to  be  referred. 

IX. 

.  That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did  soon  after 
proceed  to  the  immediate  object  of  his  mission, 
"  which  (the  said  Johnson  relates)  was  short  to  a 
'*  degree."  The  demand  was  made,  and  "  a  flat 
**  refusal "  given ;  the  question  was  repeated  with 
like  effect.  The  said  Johnson,  in  presence  of  pro- 
per witnesses,  then  drew  up  his  protest,  ^^  together 
with  a  memorandum  of  a  palliative  offer  made 
by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khin,"  and  inserted  in 
the  protest : 
^  That  he  would,  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand, and  in  conformity  to  the  treaty^  which 
spei^ied  no  definitiw  number  of  cavalry  or  infan^ 
try^  only  expressing  troops^  furnish  3,000  men ; 
viz.  he  would,  in  addition  to  the  1,000  cavalry 
already  granted,  give  1,000  more,  when  and 
wheresoever  required,  and  1,000  foot;"  together 
witii  one  year's  pay  in  advance,  and  funds  for  the 
regular  payment  of  them  in  future. 

And  this  (the  said  Richard  Johnson  observes) 
I  put  down  at  his  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n's) 
particular  desire,  but  otherwise  useless,  as  my 
orders  (which  orders  do  not  appear)  were  not 
to  receive  my  pailiationy  but  a  negatvoe  or  qffhrma- 
twe ;"  though  such  palliation,  as  it  is  called  by 
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the  said  Johnson,  might  be,   as  it  was,   in  the 
strictest  conformity  to  the  treaty. 

X. 

That  in  the  said  offer  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khka^ 
instead  of  palliating,  did  at  once  admit  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Vizier,  under  the  treaty,  by  agreeing  to 
furnish  3,000  men,  when  he  (Fyzoola  Kh&n)  would 
have  been  justified  in  pleading  his  inability  to  send 
more  tlian  two  thousand.  That  such  inability  would 
not  (as  appears)  have  been  a  false  and  eva^ve 
pica,  but  perfectly  true  and  valid ;  as  the  three 
thousand  foot  maintained  by  Fyzoola  Kh^  were 
for  the  purposes  of  his  internal  .government,  for 
which,  the  whole  three  thousand  must  have  been 
demonstrably  necessary:  and  that  the  Nabob 
Fyzoola  Kh&n,  by  declining  to  avail  himself  of  a 
plea  so  fair,  so  well  founded,  and  so  consonant  to 
the  indulgence  expressly  acknowledged  in  the  treaty, 
and  by  thus  meeting  the  specifick  demand  of  the 
Vizier  as  fully  as,  according  to  his  own  military 
establishment,  he  could,  did  for  the  said  offer  de- 
serve rather  the  tlianks  of  the  said  Vizier  and  the 
Company,  than  the  protest,  which  the  aforesaid 
Johnson,  under  the  orders  of  Warren  Hastings, 
did  deliver. 

XL 

That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  as  well  as 
the  former  letter  of  the  said  Johnson,  were  by  the 

Resident 
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Resident  Middleton  transmitted  ta  the  Board, 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  Vizier,  founded  on 
the  said  report  and  letter  of  the  said  Johnson,  and 
proposing  in  consequence  "  to  resume  the  grant, 
**  and  to  leave  Fyzoola  Khftn  to  join  his  other 
*'  faithless  brethren,  who  were  sent  across  the 
"  Ganges.'' 

That  the  said  papers  were  read  in  Council  on 
the  4th  of  June  1 781,  when  the  Governour-General, 
Warren  Hastings,  did  move  and  carry  a  vote  to 
suspend  a  final  resolution  on  the  same;  and  the 
said  Hastings  did  not  express  any  disapprobation 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Johnson ;  neither 
did  the  said  Hastings  assign  any  reasons  for  his 
motion  of  suspension,  which  passed  without  debate. 
That  in  truth  the  said  Hastings  had  then  projected 
a  journey  up  the  country  to  meet  the  Vizier,  for 
the  settlement  of  articles  relative  to  the  regulation 
of  Oude  and  its  dependencies,  among  which  was 
included  the  Jaghire  of  Fyzoola  KhAn ;  and  the 
said  Hastings,  for  the  aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on 
the  3d  of  July,  by  his  own  casting  vote,  grant  to 
himself,  and  did  prevail  on  his  colleague,  Edward 
Wheler,  Esquire,  to  grant  a  certain  illegal  delega- 
tion of  the  whole  powers  of  the  Govemour-General 
and  Council ;  and  on  the  seventh  of  the  same  month 
did  proceed  on  his  way  to  join  the  Vizier  at  a  ) 

place  called  Chunar  on  the  borders  of  Benares; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  vote  of  suspending  a  final 

resolution 
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resolution  on  the  transactions  with  Fyzoola  Kbkn 
was  therefore  in  substance  and  effect  a  reference 
thereof  by  the  said  Hastings,  from  himself  in 
Council  with  his  colleague  Wheler,  to  himself  in 
conference  and  negotiation  with  the  Vizier,  who 
'from  the  first  demand  of  the  5,i'00  horse  had 
taken  every  occasion  of  showing  his  inclination  to 
dispossess  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  who  before  the  said 
demand  (in  a  letter,  which  does  not  appear,  but 
which  the  Vizier  himself  quotes  as  antecedent  to 
the  said  demand)  had  complained  to  \he  said 
Hastings  of  the  "  injury  and  irregularity  in  the 
**  management  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Ram* 
'^  pore,  arising  from  Fyzoola  KhAn  having  the 
^  uncontrolled  dominion  of  that  district" 


TREATY    OF    CHUNAR. 


I. 

T  HAT  the  Govemour-General,  Waxren  Hast- 
ings, being  vested  with  tlie  illegal  powers  before 
recited,  did,  on  the  12th  of  September  1781,  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  the  Vizier  at  Chunar ;  which 
treaty  (as  the  said  Hastingfs  relates)  was  drawn 
\'  up   "  from  a  series  of  requisitions  presented  to 

"  him  (the  said  Hastings)  by  the  Viricr,"  and  by 
him  received  ^<  with  an  instant  and  unqualified 

"  assent 
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"  assent    tx>    each   article;",   and   that  the   said 

Hastings    assigns    his    reasons    for    such  ready. 

assent  in  the  following  words  :  "  I  considered  the 
subjects  of  his  (the  Vizier's)  requests  as  essential 
to  the  reputation  of  our  Government  and  no 

"  less  to  our  interest  than  his." 

II, 

That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar  the  third 
article  is  as  follows  : 

"  That  as  Fyzoola  Kh&n  has  by  his  breach  of 
"  treaty  forfeited  the  protection  of  the  English 
**  Government,  and  causes  by  his  continuance  in 
"  his  present  independent  state  great  alarm  and 
"  detriment  to  the  Nabob  Vizier,  he  be  permitted, 
"  when. time  shall  suitj  to  resume  his  lands,  and 
"  pay  him  in  money,  through  the  Resident,  the 
"  amount  stipulated  by  treaty,  after  deducting  the 
^'  amount  and  charges  of  the  troops  he  stands  en- 
''  gaged  to  furnish  by  treaty ;  which  amount  shall 
'*  be  passed  to  the  account  of  the  Company  during 
"  the  continuance  of  the  present  war." 

III. 

That  for  the  better  elucidation  of  his  policy  in 
the  several  articles  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned, 
the  said  Hastings  did  send  to  the  Council  of  Cal- 
cutta  (now  consisting  of  Edward  Wlieler  and  John 
Macpherson,  Esquires)  two  different  copies  of  the 

said 
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said  treaty,  with  explanatory  IVIinutes  opposed  to 
each  article ;  and  that  the  Alinute  opposed  to  the 
third  article  is  thus  expressed ; 

"  The  conduct  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  in  refusing  the 
^'  aid  demanded,  though  '  not  an  absolute  bf^each 
'^  of  treaty^  was  evasive  and  uncandid.  ^Thede- 
**  mand  was  made  for  5,000  cavalry.  ^  The 
"  engagement  in  the  treaty  is  titeraUyfor  5,000 
/'  horse  and  foot.  Fyzoola  Kh&n  could  not  be 
^'  ignorant  that  we  had  no  occasion  for  any  sue- 
*^  cours  of  infantry  ftx)ra  him,  and  that  cavalry 
*^  would  be  of  tiie  most  essential  service.  ^  So 
*^  scrupulous  an  attention  to  literal  expressMi^ 
**  when  a  more  liberal  interpretation  would  hme 
**  been  highly  useful  and  acceptable  to  uSj  strongly 
*^  marks  his  unfriendly  disposition^  though  it  may 
^^  not .  impeach  his  fidelity^  and  leaves  him  little 
'^  claim  to  any  exertions  from  us  for  the  continuance 
"  of  his  Jaghires.  But  ^  I  am  of  opinion  that 
"  neither  the  Vizier's  nor  the  Company's  interests 
*^  would  be  promoted  by  depriving  Fyzoola  Khdn  of 
"  his  independency^  and  I  have  ^  therefore  reserved 
^'  the  execution  of  this  agreement  to  an  indefinite 
"  term  ;  and  our  Government  may  atways  interpose 
"  to  prevent  any  ill  effects  from  it  J' 

IV. 
That  in  his  aforesaid  authentick  evidence  of  his 
own  purposes,  motives,  and  principles,  in  the  third 

articlt 
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article  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  said  Hastings 
hath  established  divers  matters  of  weighty  and 
serious  crimination  against  himself. 

1st.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknowledge 
therein,  that  he  did,  in  a  publick  Instrupaent, 
solemnly  recognise,  "  as  a  breach  of  treaty ^^  and 
as  such  did  subject  to  the  consequent  penalties,  an 
act,  which  he  the  said  Hastings  did  at  the  same 
time  think,  and  did  immediately  declare,  to  be 
"  no  breach  qf  treaty ;"  and  by  so  falsely  and  Ezpiaaa* 
unjustly  proceeding  against  a  person  under  the  ^ulL. 
Company's  guarantee,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his 
own  confession,  did  himself  break  the  faith  of  the 
said  guarantee. 

2d.  That  in  justifying  this  breach  of  the  Com- 
pany's faith  the  said  Hastings  doth  xvhoUy  abandon 
his  second  peremptory  demand  Jbr  the  3,000  horse, 
and  the  protest  consequent  thereon ;  and  the  said 
Hastings  doth  thereby  himself  condemn  the  violence 
and  injustice  of  the  same. 

3dly.  That  in  recurring  to  the  original  demand 
of  five  thousand  horse  as  the  ground  of  his  justi- 
fication, the  said  Hastings  doth  falsely  assert 
"  the  engagement  in  the  treaty  to  be  literally  fiv£ 
''  thousand  horse  andfoot^  whereas,  it  is  in  fact  for 
TWO  or  THREE  thousond  men  J  and  the  said  Hast- 
ings doth  thereby  wilfully  attempt  to  deceive  and 
mislead  his  employers,  which  is  an  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust 

4thly.  That 
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4thly .  That  with  a  view  to  his  further  justifica- 
tion, the  said  Hastings  doth  advance  a  principle, 
that  ^^  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the  literal  expression^ 
of  a  guarantied  treaty  "  leaves']  to  the  person  so 
observing  the  same  ^^  but  little  claim  to  the  exertioni^ 
of  a  guarantee  on  his  behalf  \  that  such  a  principle 
is  utterly  subversive  of  all  faith  of  guarantees,  and 
is  therefore  highly  criminal  in  the  first  executive 
member  of  a  government,  that  must  necessarily 
stand  in  that  mutual  relation  to  manv. 

5thly«  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  profeas  his 
opinion  of  an  article,  to  which  he  gave  an  "  instsr^ 

and  unqualified  assent y'  tiiat  it  was  a  measure 

by  which  neither  the  Viziers  nor  the  Company s 
'^  interests  would  be  promoted/"  but  from  which, 
*^:  without  some  interposition,  ^^  ill  effects  must  be 
**  cjfpected/'  and  that  tlie  said  Hastings  doth 
thereby  charge  himself  with  a  high  breach  of  trust 
towards  his  employers. 

Gthly.  That  the  said  Hastings  having  thus  con- 
fessed that  consciously  and  wilfully  (from  what 
motivies  he  hath  not  chosen  to  confess)  he  (tid  give 
his  formal  sanction  to  a  measure  both  Of  ii^ustice 
and  impolicy,  he  the  said  Hastings  doth  ui^  in 
his  defence,  that  he  did  at  the  same  time  insert 
words  ^'  reserving  the  execution  of  the  aedd  agree- 
"  mcnt  to  an  indefinite  term ;"  with  an  intent  that 
it-  might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at  all ;  but 
'^  that  our  Government  might  always  Interpol," 

without 
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without  right,  by  means  of  an  indirect  and  undue 
influence,  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  folloiving  from  a 
collusive  surrender  of  a  clear  and  authorized  right 
to  interpose ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby 
declare  himself  to  have  introduced  a  principle  of 
duplicity,  deceit,  and  double-dealing,  into  a  publick 
engagement,  which  ought  in  its  essence  to  be  clear, 
open,  and  explicit ;  that  such  a  declaration  tends 
to  shake  and  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in 
the  most  solemn  Instruments  of  my  person  so  de- 
claring, and  is  therefore  an  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor in  the  ifirst  executive  member  of  govern- 
ment, by  whom  all  treaties  and  other  engagemenU 
of  the  state  are  principally  to  be  conducted, 

V. 

That  by  the  explanatory  Minute  aforesaid  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  doth  further,  in  the  most 
direct  manner,  contradict  his  own  assertions  in  the 
very  letter,  which  enclosed  the  said  Minute  to  his 
colleagues ;  for  that  one  of  the  articles,  to  which 
he  there  gave  ^'  an  instant  and  unqudified  assent, 
*^  asno  less  to  our  interest  than  to  the  Vizier's  J" 
he  doth  here  declare  unequivocally  to  be  neither 
to  our  interests  nor  the  Vizier's  ;  and  the  unfuali" 
''  ^fied  assent "  ^ven  to  the  said  article  is  now  so 
qualified,  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by  such 
irreconcilable  contradictions  the  said  .  Hastings 
doth  incur  the  suspicicm  of  much  criminal  mis- 

YpL.  xjl.  KX  representation 
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representation  in  other  like  caees  of  unwitnessed 
conferences ;  and  in  the  present  instance  (as  far  as 
it  extends)  the  said  Hastings  doth  prove  himself  to 
have  given  an  account  both  of  his  actions  and 
motives,  by  his  own  confession  untrue,  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  his  employers,  which  is  an 
high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in  a  servant  of  so 
great  trust. 

VI. 

That  the  said  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar, 
as  it  thus  stands  explained  by  the  said  Hastings 
himself,  doth  oh  the  whole  appear  designed  to  hold 
the  protection  of  the  Company  in  suspense ;  that 
it  acknowledges  all  right  of  interference  to  cease, 
but  leaves  it  to  our  discretion  to  determine  when 
it  will  suit  our  conveniency  to  give  the  Vizier  the 
liberty  of  acting  on  the  principles  by  us  already 
admitted:  that  it  is  dexterously  constructed  to 
balance  the  desires  of  one  man,  rapacious  and  pro- 
fuse, against  the  fears  of  another,  described  as 
"of  extreme  pusillanimity,  and  wealthy:"  but 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  secret  objects 
of  the  artifice  and  intrigue  confessed  to  form  its 
very  essence,  it  must  on  the  very  face  of  it  ne- 
cessarily implicate  the  Company  in  a  breach  of 
faith,  whichever  might  be  the  event,  as  they  must 
equally  break  their  faith,  either  by  withdrawing 
their  guarantee  unjustly,  or  by  continuing  that 
guarantee  in  contradiction  to  this  tt^eaty  of  Chu- 
nar;   that  it  thus  tends  to  bold   out  to  India, 

and 
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and  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  publick  principle 
of  the  En^ish  Government  is  a  deliberate  system 
of  injustice,  joined  with  falsehood ;  of  impolicy,  of 
bad  faith,  and  treachery ;  and  that  the  said  artkle 
is  therefore  in  tlie  highest  degree  derogatory  -to  the 
honour,  and  injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this 
nation. 


CONSEQUENCES  of  the  TREATY 

OF  CHUNAR. 


I. 

THAT  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar 
theGovemour-Gcneral,  Warren  Hastings,  did  send 
official  instructions,  respecting  the  various  articles 
of  the  said  treaty,  to  the  said  Resident  Middleton; 
and  that,  in  a  postscript,  the  said  Hastings  did  for- 
bid the  resumption  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kbin's 
Jaghire,  '^  until  circumstances  may  render  it  more 
expedient,  and  easy  to  be  attempted,  than  the  pre- 
sent more  material  pursuits  of  Government  iliake 
it  appear;*"  thereby  intimating  a  positive  limitation 
of  the  indefinite  term  in  the  explanatory  Minute  ^ 
above  recited ;  and  confining  the  suspension  of  the 
article  to  the  pressure  of  war. 

r  K  a  II.  That 
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II. 

That  soon  after  the  date  of  the  said  instructions, 
and  within  two  months  of  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Justice 
at  Fort*  William,  to  discredit  the  justice  of  *  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  by  making  him  the  channel 
of  unwarrantable  communication;  and  did,  through 
the  said  Sir  EIRjah,  signify  to  the  Resident  Middle- 
ton  his  (the  said  Ha;»tings's)  *'  approbation  of  a 
subsiify  from  Fyzoola  Khin  ."' 

III. 

That  the  Resident,  in  answer,  represents  the 
proper  equivalent  for  2,000  horse,  and  1,000  foot 
(the  farces  offered  to  Mr.  Johnson  by  Fyzodia 
Kh&n)  to  be  twelve  lacks,  or  £.  1 20,000  sterling, 
and  upwards,  each  year ;  which  the  said  Residadt 
supposes  is  considerably  beyond  what  he  (Fyzoola 
Khdn)  wiU  voluntarily  pay :  ^^  however,  ifitisyour 
"  wish  that  the  claim  should  be  made,  I  am  ready 
"  to  take  it  up,  and  you  may  be  assured  nothing 
''  in  my  pouter  shall  be  left  undone  to  cany  it 
"  through:' 

IV. 

That  the  reply  of  the  said  Ha^^gs  doth  not 
appear ;  but  that  it  does  appear  on  record,  that 
"  a  negotiation  (Mr.  Johnson*s)  was  begun  for 
"  Fyzoola  Khftn's  cavalry  to  act  with  General 

"  Goddard, 
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'^  Goddard,  and^  on  hia  (Fyzoola  Khftn's)  evading 
ity  thai  a  sum  numey  was  demanded."^ 


i€ 


That  in  the  months  of  February,  March,  and 
April,  the  Resident  Middleton  did  repeatedly  pro- 
pose the  resumption  of  Fyzoola  Kh^'s  Jaghire^ 
agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  and  that  driven 
to  extremity  (as  the  said  Hastings  supposes)  ^^  by 
**  the  publick  menaces  and  denunciations  of  the 
**  Resident  and  minister/*  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n,  a 
creature  of  the  said  Hastings  (and  both  the  minister 
and  Resident  acting  professedly  on  and  under  the 
treaty  of*  Chunar)  ^^  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n 
*^  made  such  preparations,  and  such  a  disposition 
^'  of  his  family  and  wealth,  as  evidently  manifested 
^*  either  an  intended  or  an  ejected  rupture.'' 

VI. 

That  on  the  6th  of  May  the  said  Hastings  did 
send  his  confidential  agent  and  friend,  Major  Pal- 
mer, on  a  private  commission  to  Lucknow ;  and 
that  the  said  Pahner  was  charged  with  secret  in- 
structions relative  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  but  of  what 
import  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  said  Hasting  in 
his  publick  instructions  having  inserted  only  the 
name  of  Fyzoola  Khin,  as  a  mere  reference  (ac- 
cording, to  the  explanation  of  the  said  HastingB) 
to  what  he  had  vertmlly  communicated  to  the  said 

KK3  Pahner; 
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Palmer ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings  was  thereby 
guilty  of  a  criminal  coDcealmeot 

VII. 

That  some  time  about  tlie  month  of  August  an 
eng^emont  happened  between  a  body  of  Fyzoola 
Kliin's  cavalry  and  a  part  of  the  Vizier  s  army,  iij 
which  the  latter  were  beaten,  and  their  guns  taken ; 
that  the  Resident  Aliddleton  did  represent  the  sai^e 
but  as  a  slight  and  accidental  afiBray  :  tbat  it  was 
acknowledged  the  troops  of  the  Vizier  were  the 
aggressors  ;  that  it  did  appear  to  the  Board,  and  to 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  affair  of  more  con- 
siderable magnitude,  and  that  thfsy  /iid  make  tliie 
concealment  thereof  an  article  of  chargjs  against  the 
Resident  Middieton,  though  the  said  Resident  did 
in  truth  acquaint  them  with  this  s^me,  but  in  a 
cursory  manner. 

vni. 

That,  immediately  after  the  said  ^*  iray"  at  Da- 
ranagur,  the  Vizier  (who  was  ^'  but  a  cipher  in  llie 
^  hands"  of  the  minister  and  Resident,  both  of 
tiiem  directly  appointed  and  supported  by  the  siud 
Hastings)  did  make  of  Fyzoola  Khftn  a  new  demand, 
equally  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  treaty,  as  his  former  requisilionB ;  which  new 
demand  was  for  the  detachment  in  ^nrison  at 
Daranagur  to  be  cantoned  as  a  istationary  force  at 
Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  Vtirier ;   wh^eas  he 

(the 
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(the  Vizier)  had  only  a .  right  to  demand  ao  occa- 
sional aid  to  join  his  army  in  the  field,  or  in  garrisoQ 
during  a  war.  But  the  said  new  demand  being 
evaded,  or  rather  refused,  agreeably  to  the  fair 
construction  of  the  treaty  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khan,  the  matter  was  for  the  present  dropped. 

IX. 

That  in  the  letter,  in  which  the  Resident 
Middleton  did  mention  "  what  he  calls  the  fray** 
aforesaid,  the  said  Middleton  did  again  apply  for 
the  resumption  of  the  Jaghire  of  Rampore  ^  and 
that,  the  objections  against  liie  measure  being  now 
removed  (by  the  separate  peace  with  Scindia)  he 
desired  to  know  if  the  Board  ^'  would  give  assurances 
of  their  support  to  the  Vizier,  in  case,  which  (says 
the  Resident)  /  think  very  probable^  his  (the 
Vizier  s)  awn  strength  should  be  found  unequal  to  the 
undertaking. 

X. 

That  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
make  the  foregoing'iapplication  a  new  charge  against 
the  Resident  Middleton,  yet  the  said  Hastings  4k1 
only  criminate  tlie  said  Middleton  for  a  proposal 
tending  ^^  at  such  a  crisb  to  increase  the  number  of 
.'^  *  our  enemies ;"  and  did  in  no  degree,  eit;berin 
his  Articles  of  Charge,  or  in .  his  acGompanyii:^ 
l^inutes,  express  any  di3iGq;>probati9n  whfiitever  of 
the  principle ;  that  in  truth  t^f  ly^oie  procee^gs 

K  K  4  •  ^^ 
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of  the  said  Resident  were  the  natural  result  of  the 
treaty  of  Chuoar :  Uiat  the  proceeding  were  from 
time  to  time  communicated  to  the  said  Hastings. 
That  as  be  no  where  charges  any  disobedience  of 
orders  on  Mr.  Middleton  with  respect  to  Fyzoola 
Kh&n,  it  may  be  justly  inferred  that  the  said 
Hastings  did  not  interfere  to  check  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  Middleton  on  that  subject;  and  that  by 
such  criminal  neglect  tlie  said  Hastiogs  did  make 
the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton,  whatever  it  might 
be,  his  own. 


PECUNIARY  COMMUTATION 
OF  THE  STIPULATED  AID. 

I. 
THAT  on  the  charges,  and  for  the  misdemea- 
nors above  specified,  together  with  divers  other 
accusations,  the  Govemour-General,  Warren  Hast- 
ings, in  September  17S2,  did  remove  the  aforesud 
Middleton  from  his  office  of  Resident  of  Oude,  and 
did  appoint  thereto  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  whom 
"^ "  '  ^  twice  before,  without  cause,  recalled  from 
tme;  and  that  about  the  same  time  the  said 
ngs  did  believe  the  mind  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
I  to  be  so  irritated,   in  consequence  of  the 
i-recited  conduct  of  the  late  Resident  Mid- 
dleton, 
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dleton,  and  of  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  own  criminal 
neglect,  that  he  the  said  Hastings  found  it  necessary 
to  write  to  Fyzoola  Khdn,  assuring  him  "  of  the  • 
"  favourable  disposition  of  the  Government  toward 
"  him,  while  he  shall  not  have  forfeited  it  by  any 
'*  improper  conduct."  But  that  the  said  assurances 
of  the  Governour- General  did  not  tend,  as  soon 
after  appeared,  to  raise  much  confidence  in  the 
Nabob,  over  whom  a  publick  Instrument  of  the 
same  Hastings  was  still  holding  the  terrours  of  a 
deprivation  of  his  Jaghire,  and  an  exile  ^'  among 
^'  his  other  faithless  brethren  across  the  Ganges." 

IL 

That  on  the  subject  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  the  said 
Hastings,  in  his  instructions  to  the  new  Resident 
Bristow,  did  leave  him  to  be  guided  by  his  own 
discretion ;  but  (he  adds)  ^'  be  careful  to  prevent 
"  the  Vizier's  affairs  from  being  involved  with  new 
^'  difficulties,  while  he  has  already  so  many  to 
''  oppress  him ;"  thereby  plainly  hinting  at  some 
more  decisive  measures  whenever  the  Vizier  should 
be  less  oppressed  with  difficulties. 

III. 

That  the  Resident  Bristow,  after  acquainting  the 
Govemour-General  with  his  intentions,  did  under 
the  said  instructions  renew  the  aforesaid  claim 
for  a  sum  of  money;  but  with  much  caution  and  cii^ 

cumspec^on, 
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cumspection,  distinctly  sounding  Allif  K^n,  the 
Vacked  (or  envoy)  of  Fyzoola  Kb&n  at  the  court  of 
the  Viaer :  that  "  Allif  Kb4n  wrote  to  his  master 
en  the  subject,  and  in  answer  he  was  directed  not  to 
agree  to  the  granting  of  ^'  any  pecuniary  aid.'' 

IV, 

•  That  the  Resident  Bristow  did  then  openly  depute 
MfLJor  Palmer  aforesaid,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Vizier,  and  the  approbation  of  the  Goverqour- 
General,  to  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  at  Rampore; 
and  that  the  said  Palmer  was  to  ^'  endeavour  to 
^  ^^  convince  the  Nabob,  that  aU  doubts  of  his  at- 
"  tachment  to  the  Vizier  are  ceased;  and  whatever 
^^  claim  niay  be  made  on  him  are  Jbunded  upon  the 
"  basis  of  his  interest  and  advantage^  and  apian  of 
^^  establishing  his  right  to  the  possession  of  his 
^^  Jagbire.''  That  the  sudden  ceasing  of  tlie  said 
4oubt$^  without  any  inquiry  of  the  slightest  kind, 
/(jlpth  warrant  a  strong  presumption  of  the  Resident's 
Cf^yict^on  that  they  never  really  existed,  but  were 
fUtfuUy  feigned,  as  a  pretence  for  soiw  harsh  inter- 
position; and  that  the  indjece^t  qiock^  of  esta- 
blishing, as  a  matter  of  favour  for  a  pecuniary 
consideration,  rights,  which  were  never  impeached 
but  by  the  treaty  pf  Chunar  (an  i;[istn;ment  recorded 
)xy  Warren  Hastings  himself  to  be  founded  on  &lser 
Jbofo4  apd  injustice),  doth  powerfully  proye  the  tnip 
puf  pQ3e  fni  object  of  i^  the  duplicity,  4^eJit,  and 

double- 
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doubk-deaUng,  with  which  that  treaty  was  projected 
aad  executed. 

V. 
That  the  said  Palmer  was  iastnicted  by  the  Re- 
sident Bristow,  witti  the  subsequent  approbation  of 
the  GoFemour-Genera],  ^  to  obtain  from  Fyzoola 
'^  Khan  an  annual  tribute;^  to  which  the  Resident 
adds :  "  \i  you  can  procure  from  him^  ofoer  and  ahwt 
"  Mw,  a  Peshcush  (or  fine)  of  at  least  fve  lacks^ 
^^  iC  would  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  the 
«(  Vizier,  and  add  to  the  confidence  hU  Ea^cellenof^ 
^'  rvould  hereafter  repose  in  the  attachment  of  the 
*'  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khdn.'' 

And  that  the  said  Governour*General  Hastings 
did  give  the  following  extraordinary  ground  of  cal- 
culation as  the  basis  of  the  said  Paknei^s  negotia- 
tion for  the  annual  tribute  aforesaid : 

^^  It  was  certainly  understood  sA  the  time  the 
"  treaty  was  concluded  (of  which  this  stipulation 
*^  was  a  part)  that  it  applied  solely  to  cavalry  ;  as 
"  the  Nabob  Vizier,  possessing  the  service  of  our 
^  forces,  could  ncA  possiUy  require  infantry,  and 
^^  least  of  ali  suich  infantry  as  Fyzoola  Khdn  oouid 
'^  furnish ;  and  a  single  horseman  included  in  the 
^  aidf  which  Fyzoola  KhAn  might  fumishy  would 
^  prcfoe  a  literal  compliance  with  the  said  stipula- 
**  tion.  The  number  therefore  of  horse  aixiplied 
^  by  it  ought  at  least  to  be  ascertained ;  we  )mU 
^*  suppose f:oe  thausmdy  jand  allowing  the  exigency 

"  for 
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**  for  their  attendance  to  exist  only  in  the  propor* 
*'  iion  of  one  year  injhej  reduce  the  demand  to 
^'  one  thousand  for  the  computatioQ  of  the  subsidy^ 
"  which  at  the  rate  of  ffty  rupees  per  man  will 
'^  amount  to  fifty  thousand  per  mensem.  This 
''  may  serre  for  the  basis  of  this  article  in  the  ne- 
^^  gotiation  upon  it." 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  then  con- 
tinue to  instruct  the  said  Palmer  in  the  alternative 
of  a  refusal  from  Fyzoola  Kh&n. 

''  If  Fyzoola  Kh^  shall  refuse  to  treat  for  a 
''  subsidy,  and  claim  the  benefit  of  his  ori^nal 
*^  agreement  in  its  literal  expression,  he  poMesses  a 
'^  right f  which  we  cannot  dispute^  and  it  will  in  that 
^'  case  remain  only  to  fix  the  precise  number  ai 
'^  horse,  which  he  shall  furnish,  which  ought  at  least 
"  to  exceed  2,500.'* 

VII. 

That,  in  the  above-recited  instructions,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  d6th  insmuate  (for  he  doth  not 
directly  assert), 

1st.  That  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  .5,000 
troops,  which  he  says  were  undoubtedly  intended 
to  be  all  cavalry. 

2d.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  then  admit; 
that   a    single   horseman,    included   in  the   aid 

furnished 
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furnished  by  Fyzoola  Khitiy  would  prove  a  literal 
compliance. 

3d.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  next  resort 
again  to  the  supposition  of  our  right  to  the  whole 
5,000  cavalry. 

4th.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth  afterwards 
think,  in  the  event  of  an  explanation  of  the  treaty, 
wd  a  settlement  of  the  proportion  of  cavalry,  in- 
stead of  a  pecuniary  commutation,  it  will  be  all  we 
can  demand  that  the  number  should  ai  kast  ex- 
0^2,500. 

5th.  That  the  said  Hastings  doth,  in  calculating 
the  supposed  time  of  their  service,  assume  an  arbi- 
trary estimate  of  one  year  of  war  to  four  of  peace ; 
which  (however  moderate  the  calculation  may  ap- 
pear on  the  average  of  the  said  Hastings's  own  go- 
vernment) doth  involve  a  principle  in  a  considerable 
de^pree  repugnant  to  the  system  of  perfect  peace, 
inculcated  in  the  standing  orders  of  the  Company. 

6th.  That,  in  estimating  the  pay  of  the  cavalry  to 
be  commuted,  the  said  Hastings  doth  fix  the  pay 
of  each  man  at  50  rupees  a  month;  which  on  5,000 
troops,  all  cavalry  (as  the  said  Hastings  supposes 
the  treaty  of  Lall-Dang  to  have  meant)  would 
amount  to  an  expense  of  30  lacks  a  year,  or  between 
£.  300,000  or  £.  400,000.  And  this  expense, 
strictly  resulting  (according  to  the  calculations  of 
the  said  Hastings)  from  the  intention  of  Sujah  ul 
Dowlah  s  grant  to  Fyzoola  Khdn,  was  designed  to 

be 
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be  su^jtofted  out  of  a  Jaghire,  valued  at  15  lack^ 
only,  or  something  more  tlian  £.  150,000  of  yearly 
revenue,  just  half  the  amount  of  the  expense  to  be 
incurred  in  consideration  of  the  said  Jaghire. 

And  that  a  basis  of  negotiation  so  inconsistent, 
so  arbitrary,  and  so  unjust,  is  contraiy  to  that  up- 
rightness and  integrity,  which  should  mark  the 
transactions  of  a  great  state,  and  is  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  hottoiSKt  of  this  nation. 

VIIL    . 

I'hat  notwithstanding  the  seettring  moderation 
and  jul^tice  of  the  said  Hastings  in  admitting  the 
clear  and  undoubted  right  of  Fyzobla  Khkn  to  insist 
ori  his  treaty,  the  head  of  instruction  immediately 
succeeding  doth  afford  just  reason  for  a  violent  pre- 
iutnpition,  that  such  apparent  lenity  was  but  policy, 
to  give  a  colour  to  bis  conduct ;  he  the  said  Hast- 
ings, in  the  very  next  paragraph, .  bringing  forth  a 
new  engine  of  oppression,  as  follows : 

"  To  demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  Reiats  (or 
"  peasants)  of  the  Nabob  Vizier's  dominions,  to 
"  whom  Fyzoola  has  given  protection  and  service, 
"  or  an  annual  tribute^  in  compensationfor  the  fete 
"  sustained  by  the  Nabob  Vizier  in  his  reoetmty 
**  thtis  transferred  to  Fyzoola  KMn. 

^^  You  have  stated  the  increase  of  his  Jaghire, 
. "  Occasioned  by  this  act,  at  the  moderate  sum  (^ 

''  fi^een 
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"'  fifteen  lacks.     The  tribute  ought  at  least  to  be  one 
**  third  of  that  amount. 

"  We  conceive  that  Fyzoola  KhAn  himself  may 
"  be  disposed  to  yield  to  the  preceding  demand, 
"  on  the  additional  condition  of  being  allowed  to 
to  hold  his  lands  in  Ultumgaw  (or  an  inheritable 
tenure)  instead  of  his  present  tenure  by  Jagheer 
"  (or  a  tenure  for  life).  This  we  think  the  Vizier 
"  can  have  no  objection  to  grant,  and  we  recom- 
"  mend  it;  but  for  this  ajine  orpeshcush  ought  to 
"  be  immed'uitely  paid  in  the  customary  proportion 
**  qftheJumfnaj  estimated  at  30  lacks."" 

IX. 

That  the  Resident  Bristow  (to  whom  the  letter 
containing  Major  Palmer's  instructions  is  addressed) 
no  where  attributes  the  increase  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n's 
revenues  to  this  protection  of  the  fugitive  Reiats, 
subjects  of  the  Vizier  :^  that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings was,  therefore^  not  warranted  to  make  that  a 
pretext  of  such  a  peremptory  demand  ;  that  as  an 
inducement  to  make  Fyzoola  Khin  agree  to  the 
said  demand,  it  is  offered  to  settle  his  lands  upon  a 
tenure,  which  would  secure  them  to  his  children  ; 
but  that  settlement  is  to  bring  with  it  a  new  demand 
of  a  fine  of  thirty  lacks,  or  ^,300,000  and  upwards; 
that  the  principles  of  the  said  demand  are  violent 
and  despotick,  and  the  inducement  to  acquiescence 
deceitful  and  insidious ;  and  that  both  the  demand 

and 
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and  the  inducement  are  derogatory  to  the  honour 
of  tiiis  nation. 

X. 
That  Major  Palmer  aforesaid  proceeded  under 
these  instructions  to  Rampore,  where  his  journey 
*^  to  extort  a  sum  of  money''  was  previously  known 
from  AUiff  Khan,  Vakeel  of  Fyzoola  Kh^  at  the 
Vizier's  Court ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  as- 
surances of  the  friendly  disposition  of  Government 
given  by  the  said  Hastings  [as  is  herein  re/ated),the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  did  express  the  most  serious 
and  desponding  apprehensions,  both  by  letter  and 
through  his  Vakeel,  to  the  Resident  Bristow,  who 
represents  them  to  Major  Palmer  in  the  following 
manner : 

*^  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  complains  of  the 
''  distresses  he  has  this  year  suffered  from  the 
^^  drought  The  whole  collections  have,  with  great 
"  management,  amounted  to  about  twelve  lacks  of 
*^  rupees,  from  which  sum  he  has  to  support  his 
**  troops,  his  family,  and  several  relations  and  de- 
*^  pendants  of  the  late  Rohilla  Chiefs.  He  says^ 
"  it  clearly  appears  to  be  intended  to  deprive  him  of 
^^  Us  country y  as  the  high  demand  you  have  made  of 
"  him  is  inadmissible.  Should  he  have  assented  to 
it,  it  would  be  impossible  to  perform  the  condi- 
tions, and  then  his  reputation  would  be  injured 
by  a  breach  of  agreement.  Allif*  KhAn  further 
represents^  that  it  is  his  master's  intention^  in  case 

"  the 
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*f  the  demand  should  not  be  relinquished  by  you^ 
**  first  to  proceed  to  Litcknmt\  where  he  proposes 
"  having  an  interoiew  with  the  Vizier  and  Resident^ 
"  if  he  should  not  be  able  to  obtain  his  awn  terms 
**  f&r  a  future  possession  of  his  Jaghire,  he  ztHl  set 
"  ^ff^f^^  Calcutta  in  order  to  pray  for  justice  from 
"  the  Honourable  the  Governouj^-GeneraL  He 
"  observes,  it  is  the  custam  of  the  Honourable 
"  Company,  when  they  deprive  a  Chief  of  hh 
"  coontry,  to  gratit  him  some  allowance.  This  he 
"  expects  from  ]\f  r.  Hastings's  bounty ;  but  if  he 
"  should  be  disappointedy  he  will  certainly  set  off* 
"  t^u  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Medina,  and 
"  renounce  the  cares oftfte  world'' 

"  He  directs  his  Vakeel  to  ascertain  zvhether  the 
"  English  intend  to  deprive  him  of  his  country ; 
"  for  if  they  do,  he  is  ready  to  surrender  it,  upon 
"  receiving  an  order  from  the  Resident." 

xr. 

That  after  much  negotiation  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Khin,  ^'  being  fully  sensible  that  an  engagement 
"  to  furnish  military  aid,  hawcoer  clearly  the  con- 
"  ditions  thigkt  he  stated,  must  be  a  source  of  per- 
"  petual  misunderstanding  and  inconveniencies,''  did 
at  length  agree  with  Major  Palmer  to  give  fifteen 
lacks,  or  £.  1 50,060  and  upwards,  by  four  instal- 
ments, that  he  mi^t  be  exempted  from  all  future 
^rlaims  of  military  service :  that  th^  said  Palmer 

yoL.  XII.  h  L  represent3 
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represents  it  to  be  his  belief,  ^*  t}uU  no  person^ 
''  not  known  to  possess  your  (the  said  Hastings  s) 
^^  confidence  and  support  in  the  degree,  that  I  inn 
"  supposed  to  dOy  would  have  obtained  nearly  so 
"  good  terms;"  but  from  what  motive  "  terms  so 
*'  good"  were  granted,  and  how  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  said  Hastings  did  truly  operate 
on  the  mind  of  Fyzoola  Kh^  doth  appear  to  h% 
better  explained  by  another  passage  in  the  same 
letter,  where  the  s^d  Palmer  congratulates  himself 
on  the  satisfaction  J  which  he  gaoe  to  Fyzoola  Khdn 
in  the  conduct  of  this  negotiation,  as  he  spent  a 
month  in  order  to  effect  ''  by  argument  and  per- 
^^  suasion,  what  he  could  have  obtained  in  an  hour 
*'  by  threats  and  compulsions '' 


FULL  VINDICATION  of  FYZOOLA  KHAN 

BY  Major  PALMER  and  Mr.  HASTINGS. 


I. 
THAT  in  the  course  of  the  said  negotiation  for 
establishing  the  rights  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khdn, 
Major  Palmer  aforesaid  did  communicate  to  the 
Resident  Bristow,  and  through  the  said  Resident 
t6  the  Council*  General  of  Bengal,  the  full  and 
direct  denial  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  to  all 
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and  every  of  the  charges  made  or  pretended  to  be 
made  against  him,  as  follows  : 

"  Fyzoola  Kh&n  persists  in  denying  the  infringe- 
"  meqt  on  his  part  of  any  one  article  in  the 
"  treaty,  or  the  neglect  of  any  obligation,  which  it 
''  imposed  upon  him. 

"  He  does  not  admit  of  the  impr(yoanents  re- 
ported to  be  made  in  his  Jaghire ;  and  even  asserts 
that  the  collections  this  year  will  fall  short  of 
the  original  Jumma  (or  estimate)  by  reason  of 
the  long  drought. 
^'  He  denies  having  exceeded  the  limited  number 
'^  of  Rohillas  in  his  service; 

'^  And  having  refused  'the  required  aid  of 
^'  cavalry,  made  by  Jolmson,  to  act  with  General 
**  Goddard. 

"  He  observes,  respecting  the  charge  of  evading 
"  the  Vizier's  requisition  for  the  cavalry,  lately 
^^  stationed  at  Daranagur,  to  be  stationed  at  Luck- 
now,  that  he  is  not  bound  by  treaty  to  maintain 
a  stationary  force  for  the  service  of  the  Vizier, 
but  to  supply  an  aid. of  2,000  or  3,000  troops  in 
"  time  of  war. 

'^  Lastly,  he  asserts,  that  so  far  from  encourage 
"  ing  the  Ryots  (or  peasants)  of  the  Vizier  to 
^^  settle  in  his  Jaghire,  it  has  been  his  constant 
*'  practice  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Aumil  of 
^^  Rohilcund,  whenever  he  could  discover  them.'* 

L  L  u  n.  That 
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n. 

That,  iu  giving  his  opintons  on  tlie  aforesaid 
denials  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^,  the  said 
Palmer  did  not  controvert  any  oao  of  the  con- 
structions of  the  treaty  advanced  by  the  said 
Nabobu 

That  altbougjii  the  said  Palmer,  ^^  fion  geneeal 
'^  appearances  as  well  as  universal  report,  did  not 
'^  doubt  yiat  the  Jumma  of  the  Jiagluse  is  greaHy 
"  increased^''  yet  he,  the  said  Pakner,  did  not 
intimate  ttmt  it  wad  increased  in  any  degree  near 
the  amount  reported^  as  it  was  drawn  out  in  a 
regular  estimate,  transmitted  to  the  said  Palmer 
expressly  for  tlie  purposes  of  his  negotiation ;  which 
was  of  course  by  him  produced  to  the  Nabob  Fy- 
zoola  Kh^,  and  to  which  specifically  the  denial 
of  Eyzoola  Kh^n  must  be  understood  to  apply. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  not  hint  any  doubt  of 
the  deficiency  af&med  by  Fyzoola  Khdn  in  the 
collectious  for  tlie  current  year :  and. 

That  if  any  increase  of  Jummu  did  truly  exist, 
whatever  it  may  have  been,  the  said  Palmer  did 
acknowledge  it  *^  to  have,  been  solemnly  relin- 
"  quished  (in  a  private  agreement)  by  the  Vizier." 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose  the 
number  of  Rohillas  (employed  ''"  in  ordinaxy  occu- 
'^  pations)  in  Rampore  alone,  to  exceed  that  limited 
"  by  the  treaty  for  his  (Fyzoola  Khan's)  service,** 

.     yet 
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yet  the  said  Palmer  did  by  no  means  imply  that 
the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^  maintained  m  his  jsercice 
a  single  man  more  than  was  allowed  by  treaty ; 
and  by  a  particular  and  minute  account  of  the 
troops  of  Fyzoola  JChan,  transmitted  by  the  Resi- 
dent Bristow  to  the  said  Palmer,  the  number  was 
stated  but  at  5,840,  probably  including  officers, 
who  were  not  understood  to  be  comprehended  in 
the  treaty. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  further  admit  it  "  to  be 
"  not  clearly  eapressed  in  the  treaty,  whether  the 
*^  restriction  included  Rohillas  of  all  descriptions  ;^' 
but  at  any  rate,  he  adds,  **  it  does  not  appear 
^^  that  their  number  is  formidable;  or  that  he 
^'  (Fyzoola  Kh^)  could  by  any  means  subsist  such 
^  nutfibers  as  caUld  cause  any  serious  alarm  to  the 
"  Vizier  ;  neither  is  there  any  appearance  of  their 
^'  entertainmg  any  views  beyond  the  quiet  posses- 
^'  sion  of  the  advantages,  which  they  at  present 
"  enjoy." 

And  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  which  the 
said  Palmer  thought  it  prudent  *^  to  vindicate 
"  himself  from  any  possible  insinuation  that  he 
"  meant  to  sacrifice  the  Viziers  interest,"  he,  the 
said  Palmer,  did  positively  attest  the  new  claim  on 
fyzoola  Kb^  for  the  protection  of  the  Vizier's 
Ryots  to  be  whdly  without  foundation ;  as  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  "  had  proved  to  him  (Pal- 
^'  mef)  by  producing  receipts  of  various  dates, 

I-  L  3  "  ^"^ 
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'^  and  for  great  numbers  of  these  people  surren* 
<<  dered  upon  requisitioD  from  the  Vizier's  officers. 


n 


III. 

That  over  and  above  the  aforesaid  complete 
refutation  of  the  different  charges  and  pretext?, 
under  which  exactions  had  been  practised,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  practised,  on  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 
Kh4n,  the  said  Palmer  did  further  condemn  al* 
together  the  principle  of  calculation  assumed  in 
such  exactions  (even  if  they  had  been  founded  in 
justice)  by  the  following  explanation  of  the  nature 
of  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  Lall- 
Dang,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n  held  his  posses- 
sions as  a  Jaghiredar. 

^^  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancient  usage 
"  of  the  country  for  ascertaining  the  Nuzzerana 
^'  (customary  present)  or  Peshcush  (regular  fine) 
"  of  grants  of  thiis  nature :  they  xoere  bestowed  by 
"  the  prince  as  rewards  or  favours ;  arid  the  ac- 
^^  customary  present  in  return  was  adapted  to  the 
''  dignity  of  the  donor  rather  than  to  the  value 
*'  of  the  gift ;  to  xvhich  it  neoery  I  believe,  bore  any 
"  kind  of  proportion '' 

IV, 

That  a  sum  of  money  (^'  which  of  course  was  to 
"  be  received  by  the  Company")  being  now  ob- 
tained, and  the  "  interests  both  of  the  Company 
^^  and  the  Vizier'  being  thus  mUch  ^^  better  pro- 
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"  moted'''  by  "  establishing  the  rights'  of  Fyzoola 
Kh&n,  than  they  could  have  been  by  "  depriving 
**  Mm  of  his  independency  ;^  when  every  undue  in- 
fluence of  secret  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed 
from  the  mind  of  the  Oovemour-General,  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  also 
concur  with  his  friend  and  agent,  Major  Palmer,  in 
the  vindication  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  in 
the  most  ample  manner. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  clearly 
and  explicitly  understand  the  clauses  of  the  treaty, 
**  that  Fyzoola  Khftn  should  send  two  or  three  (and 
"  not  Jive)  thousand  men,  or  attend  in  person,  in 
"  case  it  was  requisite.^ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now  confess, 
that  the  right  of  the  Vizier,  under  the  treaty,  was 
at  best  ^*  but  b, precarious  and  unserviceable  right ; 
"  and  that  he  thought  1 5  lacks,  or  £.  150,000  and 
^*  upwards,  an  ample  equivalent,"*  (or,  according  to 
the  expression  of  Major  Palmer,  an  excellent  bar- 
gain) as  in  truth  it  was,  "  for  expunging  an  article 
"  of  such  a  tenour,  and  so  loosely  worded.**  And 
finally,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  the  following 
description  of  the  general  character,  disposition, 
and  circumstances  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khin: 

"  The  rumours,  which  had  been  spread  of  his 
^^  hostile  designs  against  the  Vizier,  were  totally 
'^  groundless ;  and  if  he  had  been  inclined,  be  bad 
^  not  the  means,  to  make  himself  formidable ;  on 

L  L  4  "the 
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^'  the  contrary,  being  in  the  decline  of  Hf^^  and 
'<  possessing  a  very  fertile  and  prosperous  Jaghire, 
"  it  is  more  natural  to  suppose  that  Fyzoola  Khin 
"  wishes  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quietness,  than  that  he  is  preparing  to  embar^ 
in  active  and  offensive  scenes,  which  must  end 
"  in  his  own  destniction." 

V. 

Yet  that,  notwithstanding  this  virtual  and  im- 
plied crimination  of  his  w^ole  conduct  toward  the 
Nabob  Fyzoola  lyhdn,  and  after  all  the  aforesaid 
acts,  systematically  prosecuted  in  open  violation  of 
a  positive  treaty,  against  a  prince,  who  bad  an  here- 
ditary right  to  more  than  he  aptu^lly  possessed,  for 
whose  protection  the  faith  of  the  Company  and  the 
nation  wa$  repeatedly  pledged,  a^  v(bo  had  de- 
served and  obtpined  the  publick  thanks  of  the 
British  Government,  when,  in  allusion  to  certain 
of  the  s^id  acts,  the  Court  of  Directpis  l^ad  ex- 
pressed  to  tlie  said  Haslings  their  wishes  ^'  to  be 
'^  considered  rather  as  the  gparc|i$|n^  of  the  honour 
"  and  property  of  the  Native  Powers,  than  a?  the 
^'  instruments  of  oppression ;"  he>  the  said  liv- 
ings, in  reply  to  the  said  Directors,  hi$  masters,  did 
conclude  his  official  account  of  thq  final  setdenient 
with  Fyzoola  KhAn,  with  the  following  ioijl^ent, 
because  uojust,  exultation ; 

«  Such 
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^'  Sueh  are  the  measures,  which  we  shall  ever 
'^  wish  to  observe  towards  our  allies  or  depen()ants 
"  upon  our  frontiers/' 


V*  AS  the  Letter  deferred  to  in  the  Vlllth  and  XVItk  Arti- 
cles of  Charge  is  not  contained  in  any  qf  the.  Appendixes  to  the 
Reports  of  the  Select  Committee^  it  has  been  thought  necessary 
to  annex  it  as  an  Appendix  to  these  Charges. 


APPENDIX 

TO    THE 

VIIITH  ANB  XVITH  CHARGES. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Warren  Hastings,  Esquirei^ 
to  William  Devaynes,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  of  the  East-India  Company,  dated 
Cheltenham,  11th  of  July  1785;  and  printed  by 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

,  To  William  Devaynes,  Esquire,  Chainnaa  of  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 
SIR, 

THE  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  in  their 
general  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Surprise,  dated  the 
16th  March  1784,  were  pleased  to  express  their  de- 
sire that  I  should  inform  them  of  the  periods  when 
each  sum  of  the  presents,  mentioned  in  my  Address 
of  the  22d  May  1782,  was  received,  what  were  my 
motives  for  withholding  the  several  receipts  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  Council,  or  of  the  Court  of 

Directors,  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking 

bond. 
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bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  for  paying  other 
sums  into  the  Treasury  as  deposits  on  my  own 
account. 

I  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  informa- 
tion required  as  above  is  yet  expected  from  me.  I 
hope  that  the  circumstances  of  my  past  situation, 
when  considered,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  having 
thus  long  withheld  it.  The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not 
at  the  Presidency  when  the  Surprise  arrived ;  and 
when  I  returned  to  it,  my  time  and  attention  were 
so  entirely  engrossed  to  the  day  of  my  final  de- 
parture  from  it  by  a  variety  of  other  more  important 
occupations,  of  which.  Sir,  I  may  safely  appeal 
to  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion 
contributed  by  myself  of  the  volumes,  which  compose 
our  Consultations  of  that  period,  that  the  submis- 
sion, which  my  respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to 
pay  to  the  command  imposed  on  'me,  wbs  lost  to 
my  recollection,  perhaps  from  the  stronger  im- 
pression, which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had 
left  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a 
reprehension  for  something,  which  had  given  offence 
in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction,  than  as 
expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further  elucidation 
t>{  it. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  different 
questions,  which  have  been  stated  to  me,  in  as 
explicit  a  manner  as  I  am  able.  To  such  informa- 
tion as  I  can  give  the  honourable  Court  is  fully 

entitled) 
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entitled,  and  where  that  shall  prove  defective  I 
will  point  out  the  easy  means,  by  which  it  may  be 
rendered  more  complete. 

First,  I  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty,  that 
the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  account  trans- 
mitted with  my^  letter,  above  mentioned,  were 
received  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  dates, 
which  are  prefixed  to  them  in  the  account ;  but  as 
this  contains  only  the  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these 
was  received  in  different  payments,  though  at  no 
great  distance  of  time,  ^I  cannot  therefore  assign  a 
greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  account.  Perhaps 
the  honourable  Court  will  judge  this  sufficient  for 
any  purpose,  to  which  their  inquiry  was  directed  ; 
but  if  it  should  not  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
refer  for  a  more  minute  information,  and  for  the 
means  of  making  any  investigation,  which  they  may 
think  it  proper  to  direct,  respecting  the  particulars  of 
this  transanction,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your  Accomptant- 
General,  who  was  privy  to  every  process  of  it,  and 
possesses,  as  I  believe,  the  original  paper,  which 
•  contained  the  oaly  account,  that  I  ever,  kept  of  it. 
In  this  each  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifically 
inserted,  with  the  name  of  the  person,  by  whom  it 
was  made ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him,  to  desire  tlmt 
he  will  furnish  you  with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  is  still 
in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  with  whatever  be  can 
distinctly  recollect  concerning  it. 

For  my  motives  for  withholding  the   several 

receipts 
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receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Council^  or 
of  the  G)urt  of  Directors,  and  for  taking  bonds 
for  part  of  these  sums,   and  paying  others  into 
the    Treasury  as  deposits  on  my  own  account, 
I  have  generally  accounted  in  my  letter  to  the 
honourable  the  Court  of   Directors  of  the  2  2d 
May  1782;  namely,  that  '^  I  either  chose  to  con- 
ceal the  first  receipts   from  publick  curiosity, 
by  receiving  bonds  for  the   amount,  or  possi- 
bly acted   without  any  studied  design,  which 
my  memory,   at  that  distance  of  time,  could 
verify;  and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my 
care    to  observe    the  same    means    with    the 
rest/*— It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should 
be  able  to  give  a  more   correct  explanation  of 
my  intentions,  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having 
declared  at  the  time  that  many  particulars  had 
escaped  my  remembrance ;  neither  shall  I  attempt 
to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of  the 
facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,    and  siKh 
inferences  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  strong  pro* 
bability,  follow  them.     I  have  said  that  the  three 
first  sums  of   the  account   were    paid   into  the 
Company's  Treasury  without  passing  through  my 
hands.      The  second  of  these    was  forced  into 
xtottce  by  its  destmation  and  application   to  the 
eiBpende  of  a  detachment  which  was  formed  and 
employed    against    Madajee   Sclndia,    under  the 
oottKnand  of  lieutenant-Colonel  Camac,    as  I 

particularly 
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particularly  apprized  the  Court  of  Directors,  in 
my  letter  of  the  agth  November  1780.  The 
other  two  M'cre  certainly  not  intended,  when  I 
received  them,  to  be  made  publick,  though  in- 
tended for  publick  service,  and  actually  aj^ied 
to  it.  The  exigencies  of  the  Government  were 
at  that  time  my  own^  and  every  pressure  upoa 
it  reeted'  with  its  full  wei^t  upon  my  mind. 
Wherever  I  could  find  allowable  meam  of  re* 
lievbg  those  wants,  I  eagerly  seized  them;  but 
neither  could  it  occur  to  me  as  necessary  to  state 
on  our  proceedings  every  little  aid,  which  I  could 
thus  procure,  nor  do  I  know  how  I  oould  have 
stated  it,  without  appearing  to  court  &vour  by 
an  ostentation,  which  I  disdain,  nor  withcwt  the 
chance  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues 
by  the  constructive  assertion  of  a  separate  and 
unparticipated  merit,  derived  fix)m  the  influence 
of  my  station,  to  which  they  might  have  laid  an 
equal  claim.  I  should  have  deemed  it  particu- 
larly dishonourable  to  receive  for  my  own  use 
money  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class,  from- 
whom  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents 
tP'  my  inferiours,  and  bound  them  by  oath  not 
to  receive  them.  I  was  therefore  more .  than 
ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it, 
which  would  scarcely  have  failed  to  light  upon 
me,  had  I  suffered  the  money  to  be  brought 
directly  to  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any  person 

known 
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known  to  be  in  trust  for  me ;  for  these  reasons  I 
caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to  the 
Treasury.  There,  you  well  know,  Sir,  it  could 
not  be  received  without  being  passed  to  some 
credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  entering 
it  as  a  loi(n,  or  as  a  deposit ;  the  first  was  the 
least  liable  to  reflection,  and  -therefore  I  had  ob- 
viously recourse  to  it  Why  the  second  sura  was 
entered  as  a  dtepoett,  I  am  utterly  ignorant ;  pos- 
sibly it  was  done  without  any  special  direction 
from  me ;  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest 
mode  of  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the 
transaction  itself  did  not  require  concealment, 
having  been  already  avowed. 

Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these  were 
my  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  yet  I  will  not 
affirm  that  they  were.  Though  I  feel  their  im- 
pression as  the  remains  of  a  series  of  thoughts  re- 
tained on  my  memory,  I  am  not  certain  that  they 
may  not  have  been  produced  by  subsequent  re- 
flection on  the  principal  fact,  combming  with  it 
the  probable  motives  of  it.  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
that  it  was  my  design  originally  to  have  concealed 
the  receipt  of  all  the  sums,  except  the  second, 
even  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors. They  had  answered  my  purpose  of  publick 
utility,  and  I  had  almost  totally  dismissed  them 
from  my  remembrance.  But  when  fortune  threw 
a  sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude,  which  could  not 

be 
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be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situ- 
ation at  the  time,  in  which  I  received  it,  made  me 
more  circumspect  of  appca]:ances,  I  chose  to  ap- 
prize  my  employers  of  it,  which  I  did  hastily  and 
generally ;  hastily,  perhaps  to  prevent  the  vigilance 
and  activity  of  secret  calumny ;  and  generally,  be- 
cause I  knew  not  the  exact  amount  of  the  sum,  of 
which  I  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  pos-* 

session :  I  promised  to  aeqtsakit  them  with  the  re- 
sult as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  in 
the  performance  of  my  promise  I  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  it  to  add  to  the  account  all  the  .former 
appropriations  of  the  same  kind ;-  my  good  genius 
then  suggesting  to  me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution, 
which  might  have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this 
apology,  had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I 
had  suppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards 
known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  were  my  motives 
for  withholding  part  of  these  receipts  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  inform- 
ing them  of  the  rest. 

It  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt  upon 
this  transaction,  which  either  my  own  mind  could 
suggest,  or  which « may  have  been  suggested  by 
others,  I  beg  leave  to  suppose  another  question, 
and  to  state  the  terms  of  it  in  my  reply,  by  inform- 
ing you,  that  the  endorsement  on  the  bonds  was 
made  about  the  period  of  my  leaving  the  Presi- 
dency, in  the  middle  of  the  year  1781,  in  order  to 

guard 


528  APPENDIX. 

guard  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  the  Com- 
pany, as  part  of  my  estate,  in  the  event  of  my  death 
occurring  in  the  course  of  the  service,  on  which  I 
was  then  entering. 

Tills,  Sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the  transaction. 
I  should  be  ashamed  to  request  that  you  would 
communicate  it  to  the  honourable  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, whose  time  is  too  valuable  for  the  intrusion  of 
a  stHjjcct?  so  miiutnt^titig,  but  that  it  is  becoBie  a 
point  of  ifftifispensfftble  duty ;  I  must  tfcer^^re  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  lay  it,  at  a  convement 
time,  before  them.  In  addressing  it  to  you  per- 
sonally, I  yield  to  my  own  feelings  of  the  respect, 
which  is  due  to  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  assur- 
ances, which  I  derive  from  your  experienced  civili- 
ties»  that  you  will  kindly  overlook  the  trouble  im* 
posed  by  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Sir, 
Cheltenham,  Your  very  humble  and 

11  J^ly  1785.  must  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)         JVarren  Hasting^. 
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Piiiitcd  by  Luke  Hansard  &  Sons, 
aear  LincoliiVIim  Fields,  Londou. 
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